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W
hat is a D

angerous Tree?

A
 dangerous tree is any tree (regardless of size) that is hazardous to  

people or facilities because of:

•	
location	or	lean

•	
physical	dam

age

•	
overhead	hazards

•	
deterioration	of	lim

bs,	stem
	or	root	system

•	
a	com

bination	of	the	above.

D
eterm

ining Tree D
anger R

ating

There	are	five	steps	required	to	determ
ine	tree	danger	rating:

S
tep 1 

Conduct	site	assessm
ent	overview

.	

S
tep 2          D

eterm
ine	level	of	ground	or	tree	disturbance	and	type	of	w

ork	activity.	

S
tep 3	

Conduct	visual	tree	inspection.	

S
tep 4	

M
ake	the	appropriate	safety	decision.

S
tep 5	

Provide	docum
entation	of	assessed	trees	and	assessed	areas	(includes	date,	

location,	LO
D
,	m

arking	procedures,	and	how
	danger	trees	have	been	m

anaged)

D
ocum

entation   
The	certified	tree	assessor	m

ust	docum
ent	the		follow

ing	inform
ation	on	the	FS	502c	field	card	

or	other	retrievable	form
at:

•	
assessor’s	nam

e

•	
date	and	tim

e	of	assessm
ent

•	
location	of	assessed	area	or	trees	(w

here	appropriate	this	should
be	m

apped	to	scale)

•	
m
arking	protocol	for	individual	trees	assessed	as	“Safe”	or	“D

angerous”	
(i.e.,	paint	or	ribbon	colour)	

•	
location	and	m

ethod	of	identifying	no-w
ork	zones	(i.e.,	location	m

apped	or	described,
and type of boundary flagging used)

•	
locations	of	areas	assessed	as	safe	(m

ap	or	describe	location	and	include
relevant	boundary	flagging	or	tree	m

arking	procedures)

•	
type	of	w

ork	activity	the	area	w
as	assessed	for	(e.g.,	road	travel,	w

orkers	in	area	using
heavy	equipm

ent,	tree	falling	etc.)

•	
describe	how

	the	above	inform
ation	w

as	com
m
unicated	to	appropriate	personnel	(i.e.,

develop	a	safety	plan).

•	
docum

entation	m
ust	be	available	and	retrievable	(e.g.,	copied	to	fire	file).
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