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INTRODUCTION

Just the Facts is a compendium of frequently referenced British Columbia silviculture and other forestry
statistics covering the period 1981/82 to 1997/98.

This period is one of the most significant in British Columbia’s forest management history. Between
April 1981 and March 1998 the following increases in silviculture programs occurred on Crown land:

• 230% increase in silviculture surveys;

• 67% increase in site preparation;

• 167% increase in area planted;

• 2331% increase in brushing; and

• 162% increase in spacing.

This report contains detailed statistics on these and other silviculture activities. The report is intended for
silviculture staff to use as a quick reference to statistical data and charts relating to commonly asked ques-
tions. Most British Columbia information is presented by forest region with totals for the province. Where
charts follow detailed tables, only the provincial totals have been charted. Statistical information from other
provinces and countries is included for comparative purposes.

The report consists of tables and graphs only. No interpretation of the information is provided. If you require
an explanation of data or trends, contact the appropriate ministry specialist.

The report is divided into the following major areas:

• B.C. harvesting and silviculture;

• B.C. silviculture activities relative to the rest of Canada; and

• B.C. silviculture activities relative to other countries where forestry is important.

A General Table of Contents is provided at the beginning of the report and detailed tables of contents
are located at the beginning of each section. Complete citations for all reports are located in the
Literature Cited section.

Just the Facts will be updated periodically.
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Annual Harvested Area vs Timber Harvesting Land Base

The Six Forest Regions of British Columbia

Total area of B.C. – 94 780 000 ha

Productive forest land – 48 793 000 ha

Current timber harvesting land base – 23 136 000 ha

Current allowable annual cut – 71 544 000 m3

Current area (five-year average)
    of Crown and private land harvested annually – 192 000 ha

Current annual harvest area as a percent
    of the timber harvest land base – 0.8%
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