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This pamphlet is the second in a series on rangeland
health. For more information, including courses on
this topic, contact your forest district office or the
Forest Practices Branch at (250) 387-6653.
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00
0 Success may not be achieved quickly because

limiting factors such as weather or lack of funds may

greatly slow the remediation process. Despite this,

chances for success are greatly enhanced by applying

the process. For example, this process helps you identify

those factors that directly limit success, so that new or

better resources can be brought into the situation.

Perhaps expertise in a particular field is needed, but is

not locally available. Bringing in a specialist can

remove this “weak link” and speed the process toward

a successful conclusion. Maybe available funding is the

weak link. Funds might be available from sources not

previously considered, such as a conservation group

interested in helping to achieve a particular land man-

agement goal.

You have now completed one rotation through the

decision process and have been brought back to

“monitor and assess situation” (Step 1). Application 

of the tool should be moving the site toward your

intended goal.The rate of improvement is of course

driven by environmental conditions. However, other

factors will also play a role, including skill in applica-

tion of the tools. Monitoring is important to document

results, to determine the apparent rate of improve-

ment, and to ascertain whether further action is need-

ed. If further action appears unnecessary, the present

management may be continued. Otherwise, the reme-

dial measures process is called upon once more and

decision-making is repeated.

This pamphlet has covered one process for

determining appropriate tools to apply to your situa-

tion. It is not the only process you could choose and

use. However, we hope that having seen the simplicity

and effectiveness of this process you will consider

using it when you are faced with developing man-

agement options to remediate unhealthy range and

riparian areas.

Assessment of range resources

is basic to applying management.

Heavy impact at 

water access points

Streambank 

erosion is evident

Reassessment

2



he remedial measures process is an organized way of guiding you to 

solutions for range management concerns in a smooth, efficient manner

without leaving out critical steps.

process.These steps assess and identify the tools and

actions that will result in eventual restoration of a

deteriorated ecosystem.The first step, of assessing

range and riparian areas, is key to revealing the func-

tional condition of the riparian or upland sys-

tems.This assessment will indicate

the nature of any problems

encountered and provide the

necessary starting point for

further application of the

process.The remedial

measures process depends

on sound resource assess-

ment to lead the user to the

best remediation tools and actions.

The remedial measures process is a general repre-

sentation of an approach for making well-informed

resource management decisions.The user begins at

Step 1 and follows a clockwise pattern, addressing

issues in each section of the process.The user is even-

tually cycled back to the beginning at Step 1.

Assessment provides meaningful information and

feedback that is critical for managers to carry out their

responsibilities.The steps from assessment to selecting

and implementing remedial measures can be difficult.

In addition to the large number of practices

available, there is great variability in

their suitability in different envi-

ronmental settings.This vari-

ability affects the potential

success of each practice.

Additional constraints influ-

ence the decision-making

process, including economic,

social, and legal considerations.

At first glance,the remedial

measures process may appear complex and

intimidating.Once you become familiar with it,however,

you will find it straightforward, logical,and usable. It will

guide you to the best solutions for range problems and

increase your confidence in your ability to apply sound

remediation practices.

The remedial measures process will guide you

in developing proper functioning of uplands and

riparian zones. It is important to recognize the process

as a series of steps, each one a vital part of the overall
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Steps in the decision-making process

M O N I T O R  A N D  A S S E S S  S I T U AT I O NS T E P  1

I D E N T I F Y  P R O B L E M SS T E P  2

Follow  the Range and Riparian Assessment Procedures

and use the  function checklists (see first pamphlet in

this series) to identify the current health or status of

the site. If they do not meet the goals for the site and

there appears to be a problem, go to Step 2. If they

meet the goals for the site, then you are in an enviable

situation. Periodically monitor and assess the situation

and be on the alert for indications that your manage-

ment for the site is trending downwards.

What is the situation? Review the Range Resources

Assessment Procedure function checklists to identify

the nature of the problem. Be sure that you are distin-

guishing between a symptom and the cause or source

of the problem.When you are fairly certain that the

problem has been determined, go to Step 3.

A S S E S S  R E S O U R C E S  A N D  I D E N T I F Y  CO N S T R A I N T SS T E P  3

C O N S I D E R  T O O L SS T E P  4

T E S T  A N D  S E L E C T  T O O L SS T E P  5

P L A N  A N D  I M P L E M E N T  T O O L SS T E P  6

Assess the resources available to you in tackling the

problem.What can slow you down or stop you from

achieving a solution? Is it people, money, or an espe-

cially harsh or brittle environment? This is sometimes

called the “weak-link test”. After you have identified

any weak links, go to Step 4.

What tools and actions would potentially remedy the

situation, solve the problem, and reach your goal for

the site? Filter and list them, and then go to Step 5.

The tools you just listed must be screened to select

those that are most appropriate for the situation and

that have the greatest chance of success.There may be

only one or two or there may be many.When you have

screened out the best tools available, go to Step 6.

Plan the application of the tool(s) and apply them.

After remediation, reassess the site as in Step 1, using

the Range Resources Assessment Procedure function

checklists. If the site has reached Properly Functioning

Condition (see first pamphlet in this series) or is on its

way there, success has been achieved. If your goals

have not been reached, go through Steps 2 to 6 again.

Note that in some cases a slightly “at risk”rating

with an upward trend might be deemed a success,

given the overall management objectives for the area.

In those cases, the manager would continue to assess

the area according to a normal monitoring schedule

and continue present management.
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How the process works


