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A 

AAC apportionment The distribution of the allowable annual cut for a timber supply area 
among timber tenures by the minister in accordance with Section 10 of the Forest Act. 
(18):Section A paraphrase

abiotic “Pertaining to the non-living parts of an ecosystem, such as soil particles bedrock, air, and 
water.” (106):1 quote

Aboriginal resource site/unit [term obsolete] “An investigated unit identified by the Aboriginal 
communities/bands that provides resources for food or culture uses (e.g., ceremonies). 
Each site is described by its band, location and resource type, use and quality on a 
monthly basis. This information is confidential and not released without a band’s 
permission.” (77):15 quote

Aboriginal rights “Rights that some Aboriginal peoples of Canada hold as a result of their 
ancestors’ long-standing use and occupancy of the land. The rights of certain Aboriginal 
peoples to hunt trap and fish on ancestral lands are examples of Aboriginal rights. 
Aboriginal rights will vary from group to group depending on the customs, practices, and 
traditions that have formed part of their distinctive cultures.” (64):Section A quote

Aboriginal title “A legal term that recognizes the interest of Aboriginals in the land. It is based 
on their long-standing use and occupancy of the land as descendants of the original 
inhabitants of Canada.” (64):Section A quote

access management plan [term obsolete] “An operational plan that shows how road 
construction, modification, and deactivation will be carried out to protect, or mitigate, 
impacts on known resources or sensitive areas while maximizing the efficacy of forest 
resource development.” (12):1 quote

access structure “A road, landing, pit, quarry, excavated or bladed trail or other logging trail.” 
(86):Section 1(1) quote

account In multiple accounts analysis, accounts are the broad theme areas that form the basis for 
examining alternatives. Currently, the theme areas used in British Columbia are 
economy, environment, and community, although in some cases First Nations issues are 
placed in a separate account. (12):1 paraphrase

 active floodplain “The level area with alluvial soils, adjacent to streams, that is flooded by 
stream water on a periodic basis and is at the same elevation as areas showing evidence 
of: (a) flood channels free of terrestrial vegetation; (b) rafted debris or fluvial sediments, 
recently deposited on the surface of the forest floor or suspended on trees or vegetation; 
or (c) recent scarring of trees by material moved by flood waters.” (86):Section 47 quote

activity treatment unit (ATU) “An area of land upon which a silviculture activity is planned and 
carried out, usually within the boundary of an opening.” (22):85 quote

adaptive co-management “A long-term management structure that permits stakeholders to share 
resource management responsibility and to learn from their actions. It is a systematic 
approach to improving resource decision making that involves structuring planning and 
management as a collaborative learning process.” (72):69 quote

adaptive ecosystem management “A process for testing hypotheses through management 
experiments in natural systems, collecting and interpreting new information, and making 
changes based on monitoring information to improve the management of ecosystems.” 
(47):Section A quote
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adaptive management “A systematic process for continually improving management policies 

and practices by learning from the outcomes of operational programs. Its most effective 
form—‘active’ adaptive management—employs management programs that are designed 
to experimentally compare selected policies or practices, by evaluating alternative 
hypotheses about the system being managed.” (41) quote

adaptive management area “Stands or forest types that require similar management practices 
and are grouped as one unit for the purposes of silviculture management.” (64):Section A 
quote

adaptive monitoring “Similar to and integrated with the concept of adaptive management, the 
idea that monitoring programs should themselves be adaptable because of changes in 
ecosystem management goals, better knowledge about targets, or more efficient means 
for collecting monitoring information.” (47):Section A quote

additive effects “Effects on biota of stress imposed by one mechanism, contributed from more 
than one source (e.g., sediment-related stress on fish imposed by sediment derived from 
streambank sources and from land surface sources).” See also cumulative effects. (12):1 
quote

administrative district “For a timber mark, the forest district that administers the timber mark. 
This may differ from the geographic district, which is where most of the cutblocks of a 
timber mark fall geographically.” (49):Section A quote

administrative law “The branch of the law which deals with the actions of government in 
relation to the public.” (18):Section A quote

administrative review “A review of a determination made by a statutory decision maker under 
various sections of the Forest and Range Practices Act, as specified in Section 80 of the 
Act.” (120) pers. comm.

advanced decay “The late stage of decay in which the decomposition is readily recognized as the 
wood becomes punky, soft, stringy, pitted, or crumbly.” (52):G-1 quote

advance regeneration “Trees that have become established naturally under a mature forest 
canopy and are capable of becoming the next crop after the mature crop is removed.” 
(62):1 quote

adverse slope “An uphill incline for hauling or skidding of logs or other loads.” (62):1 quote

aerial photography “Photos taken from the air at regular, spatial intervals and used in photo 
interpretation to provide information about forests and landforms.” (62):1 quote

afforestation “The establishment of a forest or stand in areas where the preceding vegetation or 
land use was not forest.” (106):3 quote

age class “Any interval into which the age range of trees, forests, stands, or forest types is divided 
for classification. Forest inventories commonly group trees into 20-year age classes.” 
(62):1 quote

aggradation “The geologic process by which streambeds, floodplains, and the bottoms of other 
water bodies are raised in elevation by the deposition of material eroded and transported 
from other areas. It is the opposite of degradation.” (132):G-1 quote

aggregate retention A silvicultural system that retains individual trees and groups of trees within 
the cutblock for the purpose of maintaining or protecting environmental values and 
structural diversity during at least one rotation. More than half the total area of the 
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cutblock is within one tree-height from the base of a tree or the cutblock boundary. 
(24):Part 2.1–8 paraphrase

agroforestry “A collective name for land-use systems and practices in which trees and shrubs are 
deliberately integrated with non-woody crops and (or) animals on the same land area for 
ecological and economic purposes.” (64):Section A quote

airdry “The condition at which the moisture content of wood is closely in equilibrium with 
conditions outdoors, but undercover (usually at about 12 percent moisture content).” 
(52):G-1 quote

airtanker “A fixed-wing aircraft fitted with tanks and equipment for dropping suppressants or 
retardants on fires.” (67):2 quote

alienation Any land that has had its “right-to-use” transferred from the Crown through grant, 
lease, or permit or has a special interest noted, as in reserves. Land may be so designated 
permanently or temporarily. (128):173 paraphrase

all-aged stand “A stand that contains trees of all, or almost all, age classes, including those of 
exploitable age.” See also uneven-aged stand. (106):5 quote

allowable annual cut (AAC) “The rate of timber harvest permitted each year from a specified 
area of land, usually expressed as cubic metres of wood per year.” (133):1 quote

altered forest landscape A forest landscape that: (a) is viewable from a significant public 
viewpoint; (b) contains cutblocks or roads; and (c) is in one of the five categories of 
visually altered forest landscape prescribed under the Forest Planning and Practices 
Regulation. (86):Section 1 (1) paraphrase

amortization “A procedure by which the capital cost of projects, such as roads or bridges, is 
written off over a specified period of time as the timber volumes developed by the 
projects are harvested and extracted.” (62):1 quote

anadromous “Fish that breed in fresh water but live their adult life in the sea. On the Pacific 
coast, anadromous fish include all the Pacific salmon, steelhead trout, some cutthroat 
trout, and Dolly Varden char, lampreys, and eulachons.” (132):G-1 quote

analysis unit “A grouping of types of forest—for example, by species, site productivity, 
silvicultural treatment, age, and or location—done to simplify analysis and generation of 
timber yield tables.” (133):1 quote

animal unit month (AUM) “The unit by which forage or grazing capability of Crown range land 
is measured. It is 450 kg of forage, which is the amount of forage required for one month 
by an average cow, aged 6 months or older.” (129):Section 1(1) quote

appraisal “The process used to determine a stumpage rate for a tract of standing timber. Through 
a series of calculations, the Revenue Branch’s Timber Pricing section estimates the value 
of products (logs, lumber, and chips) that a stand can produce and the costs of production 
(including harvesting, transportation, manufacturing, and reforestation). The difference 
between the sale value and costs is entered into a formula that calculates the stumpage 
rate. Nearly all Crown cutting authorities must be appraised before any harvesting is 
allowed.” (49):Section A quote

appraisal data submission “The information needed to determine the stumpage rate, including 
the appraisal map, appraisal summary report, cruise compilation and any other 
information required by the regional manager or district manager, signed by a registered 
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professional forester (RPF) or registered forest technologist (RFT).” (44):1–2 quote

aquatic habitat “Habitat where a variety of marine or freshwater flora and fauna occur for long 
periods throughout the year. Examples include tide pools, estuaries, bogs, ponds, and 
potential underwater diving areas.” (77):10 quote

archaeological site “Locations containing or with the potential to contain the physical remains of 
past human activity.” (12):2 quote

area-based tenure “Timber harvesting tenures covering specific tracks of Crown forest. While 
the area of the tenure normally remains unchanged, the allowable annual cut is reviewed 
at least every 5 years and may change up or down at the discretion of the chief forester. 
Examples include Timber Licence, Tree Farm Licence, Woodlot Licence, and 
Community Forest.” (57):Section A quote

armouring “Placing non-erodible material (e.g., riprap) over material that may be subject to 
erosion.” (23):58 quote

artificial regeneration “Establishing a new forest by planting seedlings or by direct seeding (as 
opposed to natural regeneration).” (62):1 quote

aspect The direction toward which a slope faces; its exposure in relation to the sun. (67):2 
paraphrase

assessment “The process whereby monitoring data are interpreted in the context of questions and 
issues pertaining to ecosystem management targets. Assessment also includes the 
development of statistical relationships from monitoring data, other forms of data 
analysis and interpretations, and modelling linked to the objectives of the initiative.” 
(47):Section A quote

attribute “A component of a natural system or conceptual model of such a system; a subset of 
the potential biological elements or components of natural systems, which is 
representative of overall ecological conditions or important human values. Attributes can 
be used to select indicators to monitor the known or hypothesized effects of ecosystem 
stressors.” (47):Section A quote

audit A systematic review or assessment conducted by the Forest Practices Board in accordance 
with board-developed standards. Audits determine compliance with the Forest Practices 
Code based on audit criteria, derived from the Forest and Range Practices Act and 
related regulations, that were established to evaluate or measure each practice required by 
the Code. These criteria reflect judgements about the level of performance that 
constitutes compliance with each requirement. (93):Section A paraphrase

available timber “Timber which is available for harvest after due recognition of constraints to 
protect the environment and other forest uses.” See also operable timber. (18):Section A 
quote

available volumes “The portion of total inventory volume that is available for harvesting after all 
management constraints on timber harvesting have been considered, including definition 
of the timber harvesting land base, age of tree merchantability, deferrals, and any other 
priorities or constraints on timber harvesting.” (133):1 quote

average long term yield [term obsolete] “The annual average of the total yield over the next 200 
years minus unsalvaged losses. This figure is generally greater than the long run 
sustained yield due to the influence of cutting old growth timber in the first few decades.” 
(18):Section A quote  
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avoidable waste “Waste volumes left on the ground that could have been removed safely, were 

not physically obstructed, and were not inaccessible.” (51):A-2 quote

azimuth “The horizontal angle or bearing of a point measured from the true (astronomic) north. 
Used to refer to a compass on which the movable dial (used to read direction) is 
numbered in 360 degrees.” See bearing and compass. (62):1 quote
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B 

Bacillus thuringiensis var. kustaki  “A biological insecticide developed in Canada. This 
natural bacterium, which occurs in soils, is sprayed on forests to combat damaging 
insects.” (64):Section B quote

backlog [term obsolete] A Ministry of Forests term applied to forest land areas where silviculture 
treatments such as planting and site preparation are overdue. Planting is considered 
backlog if more than 5 years have elapsed since a site was cleared (by harvesting or fire) 
in the Interior and more than 3 years on the Coast of British Columbia. (62):1 paraphrase

backlog area “An area from which the timber was harvested, damaged, or destroyed before 
October 1, 1987 and that in the district manager’s opinion is insufficiently stocked with 
healthy well-spaced trees of a commercially acceptable species.” (12):2 quote

backpack pump “A portable sprayer equipped with a hand-pump that is fed from a container of 
liquid fitted with shoulder straps. Used by individual operator to apply chemicals, such as 
herbicides.” (78):29 quote

backspar trail “A bladed or non-bladed pathway over which mobile backspar equipment 
travels.” (128):173 quote

bankfull height “That elevation which characterizes the cross-sectional area of the active stream 
channel.” (128):173 quote

bareroot seedling Planting stock whose roots are exposed at the time of planting (as opposed to 
container or plug seedlings). Seedlings are grown in nursery seedbeds and lifted from the 
soil in which they are grown to be planted in the field. (62):1 paraphrase

bark “The tissues of a tree outside the cambium composed of inner living bark and outer dead 
bark.” (52):G-1 quote

basal area “The area of the circle formed by the cross-section of a tree taken 1.3 m above the 
ground.” (39):G-1 quote

base case The environmental, social, and economic conditions that can be expected to occur in 
the future if existing policies, plans, and practices are followed. The base case description 
is normally used as a point of comparison (benchmark) for judging the desirability of 
alternative land use plan scenarios. (12):2 paraphrase

base case harvest forecast “The timber supply forecast that illustrates the effect of current forest 
management practices on the timber supply using the best available information, and that 
forms the reference point for sensitivity analysis.” (133):1 quote

baseline information “Information collected to provide a standard against which future 
measurements can be compared.” (71):272 quote

basic sector “Sectors of the economy, such as forestry, tourism, and mining, that create flows of 
income into the region and are assumed to be drivers of the local economy. Non-basic 
sectors, such as retail outlets, are supported by basic sectors.” (133):1 quote

basic silvicultural practices “Maintenance of the productivity of forest sites, restocking of 
denuded forest lands with commercial tree species, and protection against damage by fire, 
insects, and diseases to predetermined standards.” (18):Section B quote

basic silviculture Harvesting methods and silviculture operations including seed collecting, site 
preparation, artificial and natural regeneration, brushing, spacing and stand tending, and 
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other operations that are for the purpose of establishing a free-growing crop of trees of a 
commercially valuable species and are required in a regulation or silviculture 
prescription. (18):Section B paraphrase

BC Timber Sales (BCTS) An independent organization within the Ministry of Forests and Range 
that develops timber sale licences for competitive auction. The price paid for timber 
through a timber sale licence is used to measure the market value of timber harvested 
from public land in British Columbia. This value is then used to calculate the stumpage 
fees paid on public timber harvested under other forms of tenure. BCTS operations are 
spread geographically across 12 Business Areas (Babine, Cariboo-Chilcotin, Chinook, 
Kamloops, Kootenay, Okanagan-Columbia, Peace-Liard, Prince George, Seaward/Tlasta, 
Skeena, Strait of Georgia, and Stuart-Nechako). (54):11 paraphrase

bearing “A direction on the ground or on a map defined by the angle measured from some 
reference direction: this may be true (geographic) north, magnetic north, or grid north.” 
(62):1 quote

bed load “(1) The sediment that moves by sliding, rolling, or bounding on or very near the 
streambed. (2) The sediment moved mainly by tractive or gravitational forces or both, but 
at velocities less than the surrounding flow.” (78):15 quote

benchmark “A standard against which planning and management outcomes are compared. 
Benchmarks may be based on knowledge of ecological processes and functions and their 
variability (e.g., range of natural variability), on regulatory and legal requirements (e.g., 
health standards), or on objectives set by local communities and stakeholders (e.g., 
desired employment level).” (72):69 quote

benefit/cost analysis “A set of procedures for defining and comparing the quantified benefits and 
costs of a project or course of action; used as an aid to decision making.” (72):70 quote

best management practice (BMP) “A practice or combination of practices that are determined to 
be the most technologically or economically feasible means of preventing or managing 
potential impacts.” (3):178 quote

biodiversity “The biological diversity of plants, animals, and other living organisms in all their 
forms and levels of organization, including the biological diversity of genes, species, and 
ecosystems.” (86):Section 1(1) quote

bioenergy “The kinetic energy released from biomass when it is eaten, burned, or converted into 
fuel, or the potential energy embodied in biomass.” (64):Section B quote

biofuel “Biomass or materials derived from biomass that can be used to generate energy.” 
(57):Section B quote

biofuel shelf life “The length of time before wood deteriorates beyond the point where it may be 
useful for biofuel. Generally assumed to be the period from death to when the tree falls 
over due to root or butt rot.” (57):Section B quote

biogeoclimatic classification system A multi-scaled, ecosystem-based classification system that 
groups ecologically similar sites based on climate, soils, and vegetation; widely used as a 
framework for resource management and scientific research in British Columbia. 
(118):17 paraphrase

biogeoclimatic unit Part of the biogeoclimatic ecosystem classification system. The recognized 
units are a synthesis of climate, vegetation, and soil data and defined as classes of 
geographically related ecosystems that are distributed within a vegetationally inferred 
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climatic space. (118):17 paraphrase

biogeoclimatic variant A subdivision of a biogeoclimatic subzone. Variants reflect further 
differences in regional climate and are generally recognized for areas slightly drier, 
wetter, snowier, warmer, or colder than other areas in the subzone. (118):21 paraphrase

biogeoclimatic zone A geographic area having similar patterns of energy flow, vegetation, and 
soils as a result of a broadly homogeneous macroclimate. (118):22 paraphrase

biological control “The use of biotic agents such as insects, nematodes, fungi, and viruses for the 
control of weeds and other forest pests.” (128):173 quote

biological herbicide “A naturally occurring substance or organism that kills or controls 
undesirable vegetation. Preferred over synthetic chemicals because of reduced toxic 
effect on the environment.” (18):Section B quote

biological legacies Features that maintain processes, habitats, and linkages within forest stands. 
Examples include coarse wood debris left on site after a harvest, large snags and 
overstorey trees, patches of older forest, multiple canopy layers, and soil structural 
characteristics of the forest floor. (72):69 paraphrase

biomass “The dry weight of all organic material, living or dead, above or below the soil surface.” 
(64):Section B quote

biosphere “The portion of the earth comprising the lower atmosphere, the seas, and the land 
surface (mantle rock) in which living organisms exist.” (106):17 quote

biosphere reserve “A management model proposed by the United Nations Man and the 
Biosphere program, in which a core area is preserved free from human disturbances, 
surrounded by buffer zones, which then lead into more intensive areas of disturbance and 
human activity.” (78):39 quote

biota “The animal and plant life (fauna and flora) of a given area.” (106):17 quote

biotic factors “Any environmental influence of living organisms (e.g., shading by trees, 
trampling by heavy animals, burning by humans) in contrast to inanimate (i.e., abiotic) 
influences.” (106):17 quote

birddog aircraft An aircraft carrying the person (air attack officer) who is directing fire bombing 
action on a wildfire. (67):3 paraphrase

bladed trail “A constructed trail that has a width greater than 1.5 m and a mineral soil cutbank 
height greater than 30 cm.” (86):Section 1(1) quote

block cutting “Removal of the crop in blocks in one or more operations, generally for wildlife 
management purposes, encouraging regeneration, or protecting fragile sites.” 
(64):Section B quote

blowdown (windthrow) “Tree or trees felled or broken off by wind.” (106):18 quote

Blue List List of ecological communities and indigenous species and subspecies of special 
concern (formerly “vulnerable”) in British Columbia. These species are not immediately 
threatened, but of concern because of characteristics that make them particularly sensitive 
to human activities or natural events. (73):3 paraphrase

board foot “The unit of measurement of lumber. A board foot is the quantity of lumber contained 
in or derived by drying, dressing, or working from a piece of rough lumber 1 inch thick, 1 
foot wide, and 1 foot long, or its equivalent in thicker, wider, narrower, or longer 
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lumber.” (52):G-1 quote

bole “A tree stem having substantial thickness and being capable of yielding sawtimber, veneer, 
logs, large poles or pulpwood; seedlings, saplings, and thin poles have stems, not boles.” 
(11):6 quote

bolt “Any short log specially cut to length, usually for the manufacture of a specific product (e.g., 
shake bolt).” (52):G-2 quote

bonus bid “A premium that a logging operator agrees to pay, in addition to stumpage, for the 
rights to harvest timber.” (49):Section B quote

bonus offer A lump sum dollar value that is tendered to acquire the right to harvest timber under 
an agreement under the Forest Act, irrespective of the volume and type of competitive 
species and forest products harvested under the agreement. (80):Section 1(1) paraphrase

boreal forest “One of the three main forest zones in the world located in northern regions and 
characterized by the predominance of conifers.” (64):Section B quote

botanical forest products “Non-timber-based products gathered from forest and range land. 
There are seven recognized categories: wild edible mushrooms, floral greenery, 
medicinal products, fruits and berries, herbs and vegetables, landscaping products, and 
craft products.” (71):273 quote

breakage For the purpose of waste measurement, any piece of wood that meets the minimum 
diameter of the cutting authority, that is shorter than 3 m in length, and that is broken at 
the large end or at both ends. (51):A-3 paraphrase

breast height “The standard height, 1.3 m above ground level, at which the diameter of a 
standing tree is measured.” (103):Section B quote

broadcast burning “A controlled burn, where the fire is intentionally ignited and allowed to 
proceed over a designated area within well-defined boundaries, for the reduction of fuel 
hazard after logging or for site preparation before planting. Also called slash burning.” 
(62):2 quote

browse “Shrubs, trees, and herbs that provide food for wildlife.” (62):2 quote

brush blade “A straight blade with curved teeth extending below the blade like a rake. The blade 
is mounted on the front of a prime mover, such as a crawler tractor or a skidder, for use in 
mechanical site preparation.” (22):86 quote

brushing “A silviculture activity done by chemical, manual, grazing, or mechanical means to 
control competing forest vegetation and reduce competition for space, light, moisture, 
and nutrients with crop trees or seedlings.” (128):173 quote

bucking “Cutting a felled tree into specified log lengths for yarding and hauling; also, making 
any bucking cut on logs.” (128):174 quote

bucking waste For the purpose of waste measurement, any piece of wood that is less than 3 m in 
length and has been cut at the large end, or at both ends, through improper or careless 
bucking practices. (51):A-3 paraphrase

buffer zone “A strip of land where disturbances are not allowed, or are closely monitored, to 
preserve aesthetic and other qualities adjacent to roads, trails, waterways, and recreation 
sites.” (64):Section B quote

burning permit [term obsolete] “A permit required under Section 110 of the Forest Act, 
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municipal bylaw, or letter-patent for authorizing open burning within 1 km of a forest 
during the fire season, for purposes other than cooking or obtaining warmth.” (128):174 
quote

burn registration number “A number issued, in accordance with Section 22 of the Wildfire 
Regulation and required for all Category 3 open fires.” (119) pers. comm.

business plan “A plan identifying markets, customers, expenditures, and finances required to 
carry out the identified ‘business’ based on projected revenues and costs over a specific 
period of time.” (62):2 quote

butt log “The first log cut from the bottom of the tree.” (52):G-2 quote

butt rot “Any decay or rot developing in, and sometimes characteristically confined to, the butt 
log.” (52):G-2 quote
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C 

cable logging “A yarding system employing winches, blocks, and cables.” (128):174 quote

cambium “A single layer of cells between the woody part of the tree and the bark. Division of 
these cells results in diameter growth of the tree through formation of wood cells (xylem) 
and inner bark (phloem).” (62):2 quote

campfire “A fire, not bigger than 1 m in height and 1 m in diameter, built for the purpose of 
cooking or providing warmth.” As defined in the Wildfire Regulation, a Category 1 open 
fire.” (128):174 quote; (119) pers. comm.

Canadian Forest Fire Weather Index (FWI) System A subsystem of the Canadian Forest Fire 
Danger Rating System. The components of the FWI System provide numerical ratings of 
relative fire potential in a standard fuel type (e.g., a mature pine stand) on level terrain, 
based solely on consecutive observations of four fire weather elements measured daily at 
noon (1200 hours local standard time or 1300 hours daylight saving time) at a suitable 
fire weather station; the elements are dry bulb temperature, relative humidity, wind 
speed, and precipitation. The system provides a uniform method of rating fire danger 
across Canada. (67):5 paraphrase

canopy “The more or less continuous cover of branches and foliage formed collectively by the 
crowns of adjacent trees.” (64):Section C quote

canopy closure “The progressive reduction of space between crowns as they spread laterally, 
increasing canopy cover. The point in time when crowns in a young stand begin to touch 
and interact.” (63):Section C quote

capability (land) “The potential of an area of land to produce resources, supply goods and 
services, and allow resource uses under an assumed set of management practices and at 
given levels of management intensity. Capability depends upon this set of conditions and 
site conditions such as climate, slope, landform, soils, and geology.” (12):3 quote

capability mapping “A habitat interpretation for a species which describes the greatest potential 
of a habitat to support that species. Habitat potential may not be reflected by the present 
habitat condition or successional stage.” (128):174 quote

capacity building “Strengthening the knowledge and capabilities of individuals in industry, 
government, the engaged public, and the science community to apply new skills and 
knowledge for sustainable forest management.” (100):25 quote

carbon budget “Comparative evaluation of the amount of carbon stored in natural forests (sinks) 
and the amount emitted by them (sources), which is undertaken to determine whether the 
forests are sequestering more carbon than they are emitting to the atmosphere. Carbon 
budgets can be drawn up on various scales, including global.” (65):Section C quote

carbon offset “The planting of trees on non-forested land such that the uptake of carbon dioxide 
from the growing trees will offset the production of carbon dioxide from industrial 
effluent.” (106):24 quote

carbon reservoir “An area where carbon has accumulated in appreciable amounts, as a result of 
past or present activities of a carbon sink.” (78):53 quote

carbon sequestration “The uptake and storage of carbon. Trees and plants, for example, absorb 
carbon dioxide, release the oxygen and store the carbon. Fossil fuels were at one time 
biomass and continue to store the carbon until burned.” (64):Section C quote 
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carbon sink “An area where the rate of carbon uptake by living organisms exceeds the rate of 

carbon release. The surplus carbon is actively sequestered into organic or inorganic 
forms.” (78):53 quote

carrying capacity “The average number of livestock and (or) wildlife that can be sustained on a 
management unit, compatible with management objectives for the unit. It is a function of 
site characteristics, management goals, and management intensity.” (12):4 quote

catastrophic losses “Damage to timber from fire, windfall, insects, or disease that inflicts losses 
well above the norm reflected in the forest inventory for the locality or region.” (45):G-ii 
quote

catchment basin “A hole dug adjacent to a culvert inlet to allow coarser particles to settle out.” 
(128):174 quote

certification A voluntary, market-based instrument aimed at promoting sustainable forest 
management that takes into account environmental, economic, and social issues. It 
involves an independent assessment of forest management according to internationally or 
nationally accepted standards, and the tracking and monitoring of the supply of forest 
products to the market place. In Canada, three certification standards are in use: Canadian 
Standards Association (CSA), Forest Stewardship Council (FSC), and Sustainable 
Forestry Initiative (SFI). (64) paraphrase

certified pesticide applicator An individual certified (through examination) by the Ministry of 
Environment’s Integrated Pest Management Program to use or supervise the use of 
pesticides in a specific management category. (128):174 paraphrase

chain “A measuring tape, often nylon, 50 m or 75 m in length, used to measure distances. This 
term is derived from an old unit of measurement: (80 Ch = 1 mile).” (62):2 quote

chain of custody “The process of monitoring the production and distribution of goods from the 
forest to the end-product (i.e., tracing the origin of the product).” (64):Section C quote

characteristic visual landscape [term obsolete] “The naturally appearing landscape within a 
scene or scenes being viewed.” (128):174 quote

chipper “A machine for cutting wood into wood chips, and includes chipper canters, chipper 
edgers, chipping headrigs, and portable debarker chippers.” (52):G-2 quote

chlorosis “Blanched or yellowish colouring in plants caused by nutrient or light deficiency.” 
(62):2 quote

choker “A noose of wire rope used for skidding or yarding logs.” See highlead system. (62):2 
quote

Christmas tree permit An agreement that authorizes the holder to grow and (or) harvest 
Christmas trees for commercial purposes on a specified area of Crown land. (54):9 
paraphrase

classified areas [term obsolete] “Areas based on provincial criteria and classification systems 
which will be identified and mapped according to the Regulations and Field Guides of the 
Forest Practices Code: riparian management areas, lakeshore management areas, and 
wildlife habitat areas. These areas, established by a district manager in consultation with 
a designated B.C. Environment official, guide operations on a site-specific basis and 
require a combination of forest practices.” (128):174 quote
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cleaning A release treatment made in a stand not past the sapling stage to free the favoured trees 

from less desirable species of the same age that overtop them or are likely to do so. 
(106):30 paraphrase

clear Refers to the condition of a log that is free of knots or stain. (52):G-3 paraphrase

clearcut “An area of forest land from which all merchantable trees have recently been 
harvested.” (103):Section C quote

clearcut system A silvicultural system in which most trees are removed from an area of land in a 
single harvest. The harvested site is then regenerated to acceptable standards by 
appropriate means including planting and natural seeding. Note that retention of some 
live trees and snags for purposes of biodiversity now occurs on most clearcuts. (133):2 
paraphrase

clearcutting “The cutting of essentially all trees, producing a fully exposed microclimate for the 
development of a new age class.” (106):151 quote

clearcutting with reserves “A variation of the clearcut silvicultural system in which trees are 
retained, either uniformly or in small groups, for purposes other than regeneration.” 
(128):174 quote

clearing width “An area within a road right-of-way that is cleared of standing trees for the 
purpose of constructing or maintaining a road.” (86):Section 1(1) quote

client “A person, group, or corporate entity with whom the Ministry of Forests and Range has a 
business relationship (association, Indian band, corporation, government, individual, 
society).” (49):Section C quote

climate change “An alteration in measured quantities (e.g., precipitation, temperature, radiation, 
wind, and cloudiness) within the climate system that departs significantly from previous 
average conditions and is seen to endure, bringing about corresponding changes in 
ecosystems and socio-economic activity.” (64):Section C quote

climax forest “A forest community that represents the final stage of natural forest succession for 
its environment.” (62):3 quote

clinometer “A simple instrument for measuring vertical angles or slopes. In forestry, used to 
measure distance and tree heights.” (62):3 quote

clone “A plant which is genetically identical to the parent plant; produced asexually (e.g., from 
cuttings or suckers).” (62):3 quote

closed canopy “The description given to a stand when the crowns of the main level of trees 
forming the canopy are touching and intermingled so that light cannot reach the forest 
floor directly.” (62):3 quote

close utilization [term obsolete] “Maximum stump height of 30 cm; minimum top dib of 10 cm.” 
(62):3 quote

coarse-filter approach “An approach to protecting biological diversity that is ecosystem driven 
and relies on habitat representation and connectivity to maintain most species diversity 
and processes.” See also fine-filter approach. (21) quote

coarse woody debris (CWD) “Typically, sound or rotting logs, stumps, or large branches that 
have fallen or been cut and left in the woods, or trees and branches that have died but 
remain standing or leaning.” (78):62 quote
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Coast “In British Columbia, refers to the mainland west of the Cascade Mountains and Coast 

Mountains and to the off-shore islands. Can also refer to Coast Forest Region.” (11):9 
quote

code of ethics A bylaw or policy of a professional regulatory body (e.g., Association of BC 
Forest Professionals) that describes in some detail the values and conduct to which their 
members subscribe and to which they will be held accountable. The codes of ethics 
establish expectations for how the professional will interact with and be responsible to 
the public, employers and clients, the profession, and other professionals. (40):3-3 
paraphrase

 codominant “A tree whose crown helps to form the general level of the main canopy in even-
aged stands, or in uneven-aged stands, the main canopy of the tree’s immediate 
neighbours, receiving full light from above and comparatively little from the sides.” 
(106):40 quote

co-generation “The simultaneous production of electricity and heat from steam.” (64):Section C 
quote 

collar “The portion of the log between the inside of the bark and a hole or rot in the heart of the 
log.” (52):G-3 quote

commercial forest “Forest land that is able to grow commercial timber within an acceptable time 
frame and is designated for such a purpose.” (64):Section C quote

commercial thinning “A silviculture treatment that ‘thins’ out an overstocked stand by removing 
trees that are large enough to be sold as products such as poles or fence posts. It is carried 
out to improve the health and growth rate of the remaining crop trees.” See also juvenile 
spacing. (62):3 quote

community “A body of people organized into a political, municipal, or social unity; can refer to a 
geographic or cultural community, and can also refer to an interest-based constituency 
(e.g., environmental NGOs) or a sector-based grouping (e.g., tourism operators).” (72):70 
quote

community forest “A forestry operation managed by a local government, community group, 
First Nation or community-held corporation for the benefit of the entire community. The 
majority of community forests in British Columbia are on Crown land under a timber 
tenure such as a forest licence, tree farm licence, or community forest agreement.” 
(27):61 quote

Community Forest Agreement (CFA) A competitively or directly awarded form of tenure that 
issues an exclusive right to a First Nation, municipality, or regional district to harvest an 
allowable annual cut in a specific area. This agreement may also include the right to 
harvest, manage, and charge fees for botanical forest products and other products. (54):8 
paraphrase

community of practice “A group whose members regularly engage in sharing and learning, 
based on common interest. They may use a variety of mechanisms to engage (e.g., email 
listserve, workshop).” (100):25 quote

community watershed The drainage area above the most downstream point of diversion on a 
stream for a water use that is for human consumption and that is licensed under the Water 
Act (e.g., for a waterworks purpose or a domestic purpose). (12):4 paraphrase

compartment “A basic territorial unit of a forest under management. The compartment is 
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permanently defined for the purpose of location, description, record-keeping, and as a 
basis for the planning and management of all forest activities.” (78):65 quote

compass “Instrument used to determine the direction of magnetic north.” See bearing and 
azimuth. (62):3 quote

competing vegetation Vegetation that uses the common resources (space, light, water, and 
nutrients) of a forest site needed by preferred trees for survival and growth. (128):175 
paraphrase

compliance “Conformity with regulatory requirements established by government to protect the 
environment, human health, and safety.” (8):74 quote

compliance evaluation/monitoring A Forest and Range Evaluation Program activity that 
examines adherence to current legislation and standards (e.g., determining whether a 
riparian reserve for a particular stream class meets the width requirements specified in 
either an approved forest stewardship plan or the default standards in regulation. (26):1 
paraphrase

composition “The proportion of each tree species in a stand expressed as a percentage of either 
the total number, basal area, or volume of all tree species in the stand.” (63):Section C 
quote

compression wood “A type of defect that tends to form in conifers on the underside of leaning 
stems, on the leeward side of trees exposed to strong winds, in crooked stems, and in the 
lower part of trees growing on a slope.” (52):G-3 quote

cone rake “A device for collecting cones from a standing tree. It is lowered, usually from a 
helicopter, over the crown of a tree. Cones or cone-bearing branches are removed and 
retrieved by the machine.” (63):Section C quote

coniferous stand “An area in which, at rotation age, the coniferous trees collectively represent at 
least 80 percent of the net merchantable volume of timber.” (88):Section 1(1) quote

conifer release “To ‘release’ established coniferous trees from a situation in which they have 
been suppressed by thinning out undesirable trees and shrubs which have overtopped 
them. Carried out to improve the growth of the coniferous trees released.” See brushing. 
(62):3 quote

conifers “Trees in the division Pinophyta (the gymnosperms); cone-bearing, usually evergreen, 
with needle-shaped or scalelike leaves. Conifers are termed ‘softwoods’ in the forest 
industry, although Douglas-fir and certain pines have harder wood than some broadleaf 
trees.” (61):149 quote

conk “A hard, fruiting body containing spores of a wood-decaying fungus.” (62):3 quote

connectivity “The structural links between habitat patches in a landscape.” (61):149 quote

consensus “A decision-making process in which all parties involved explicitly agree on the final 
decision. Consensus decision making does not mean that all parties are completely 
satisfied with the final outcome, but that the decision is acceptable to all because no one 
feels that his or her vital interests or values are violated by it.” (78):69 quote

consequences, potential “A component of risk rating. Potential consequences are the detrimental 
events that could result from a hazard event.” (128):175 quote

conservation “The management or control of human use of resources (biotic and abiotic) and 
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activities on the planet, in an attempt to restore, enhance, protect, and sustain the quality 
and quantity of a desired mix of species, and ecosystem conditions and processes for 
present and future generations.” (78):69 quote

conservation biology “The branch of the biological sciences that studies biodiversity, species 
abundance, scarcity, and extinction, and the relationships of these to natural processes, 
habitat conditions, and population changes in response to human-induced disturbances.” 
(78):69 quote

Conservation Data Centre (CDC) As part of the Environmental Stewardship Division in the 
B.C. Ministry of Environment, the CDC systematically collects and disseminates 
information on plants, animals, and ecosystems (ecological communities) at risk in 
British Columbia. This information is compiled and maintained in a computerized 
database that provides a centralized and scientific source of information on the status, 
locations, and level of protection of these organisms and ecosystems. The CDC assigns 
provincial conservation status ranks. See species ranking. (74) paraphrase

conservation status rank A species ranking (designated by a number from 1 to 5) assigned by 
the Conservation Data Centre based on a standardized assessment of: estimated number 
of existing occurrences of a species; viability of these occurrences; trend in population 
size, number of occurrences, or geographic distribution; overall estimated population 
size; geographic distribution (range); number of occurrences adequately protected and 
managed; and actual or potential threats facing the species or its habitat. (73):2–3 
paraphrase

container seedling “A seedling grown in a receptacle containing soil in which it has developed 
from seed or as transplants.” See plug and bareroot seedling. (106):36 quote

continuous improvement “A business or operational approach based upon the philosophy that 
performance improvement is the responsibility of all staff in an organization and 
adherence to this approach is ongoing.” (56):81 quote

contour map A topographic map that portrays relief by means of lines that connect points of 
equal elevation. (62):3 paraphrase

contractor A person who has an agreement with the holder of a forest licence, timber licence, or 
tree farm licence to carry out one or more aspects of the holder’s timber harvesting 
operations under the licence, and includes “person under contract” as defined by the 
Forest Act regulations. (80):Part 12, Section 152 paraphrase

contractual framework [term obsolete] “Where forest practices are primarily regulated by 
contracts.” (18):Section C quote

contravention “A violation of a provision of the Forest and Range Practices Act.” (93):Section 
C quote

control line “A comprehensive term for all constructed or natural fire barriers and treated fire 
perimeter used to control a fire.” (67):7 quote

control points “A system of points with established positions or elevations, or both, which are 
used as fixed references in positioning map features.” (62):3 quote

conventional ground skidding “Log yarding using any combination of rubber-tired or tracked 
skidding equipment to drag, slide, or carry logs on the ground.” (71):274 quote

 

16 



Ministry of Forests and Range 
Glossary of Forestry Terms in British Columbia 

March 2008 
 
conventional logging “Any combination of mechanical or hand felling and rubber-tired or 

tracked skidding equipment. In the Interior, cable logging is not considered conventional; 
on the Coast, it is.” (128):175 quote

Co-ordinated Resource Management Plan (CRMP) [term obsolete] “A specific type of sub-
unit plan. To date it has been used mainly for managing Crown and alienated grazing 
lands. This plan involves consultation with resource agencies and resource users in 
establishing objectives in the management and development of a specific area.” 
(18):Section C quote

coppice system “An even-aged silvicultural system for which the main regeneration method is 
vegetative sprouting of either suckers (from the existing root systems of cut trees) or 
shoots (from cut stumps). In British Columbia, this system is limited to broadleaved 
(hardwood) species management.” (24):Part 2.1–16 quote

cord “128 cubic feet of stacked roundwood (whole or split, with or without bark) containing 
wood and airspace, with all the pieces of similar length and lined up on approximately the 
same direction. Example: a pile of firewood 4'x4'x8'.” (62):4 quote

corduroy “Logs placed transversely along a road, usually with branches intact, and covered with 
fill material, to ‘suspend’ the road over soft subsoils.” (128):175 quote

core indicators “A subset of the overall suite of potential indicators that is represented at all 
times and places in a monitoring data collection program. Core indicators are important 
for comparing subregions within ecoregional monitoring areas and to the applicability of 
monitoring information across projects conducted at different spatial and temporal 
scales.” (47):Section C quote

corridor A band of vegetation, usually older forest, that serves to connect distinct patches on the 
landscape. Corridors provide connectivity, which permits the movement of plant and 
animal species between what would otherwise be isolated patches. (18):Section C 
paraphrase

cost-effectiveness analysis “An analysis which compares alternative input combinations on the 
basis of their overall cost; used as an aid to decision making.” (72):70 quote

countable conifer “Conifers meeting or exceeding a minimum countable height and counted 
towards the maximum density determination during a free-growing survey.” (22):86 
quote

countable height “The height above which all trees are tallied and considered as countable 
conifers.” (22):87 quote

criteria and indicators “A criterion is a category of conditions or processes by which sustainable 
forest management may be assessed. An indicator is a measure of an aspect of the 
criterion. Those used in Canada are generally based on the Montreal Process initiated in 
1994.” See also Montreal Criteria & Indicators (C&I) Process. (38):91 quote

critical habitat “An ecosystem or particular ecosystem element occupied or used by a species, or 
local population, that is essential for its health and (or) long-term persistence.” (72):70 
quote

critical winter range “Forested habitat, usually stands of mature or old-growth conifers, which 
provides deer and elk with resources critical to survival during severe winters.” (123):285 
quote
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crop tree “A healthy tree of a species that is ecologically suitable for the site, and commercially 

valuable.” (88):Section 1(1) quote 

cross-ditch “A ditch excavated across the road at an angle and at a sufficient depth, with 
armouring as appropriate, to divert both road surface water and ditch water off or across 
the road.” (128):175 quote

cross-drain culvert “A pipe or log structure covered with soil and lying below the road surface, 
used to carry ditch water from one side of the road to the other.” (128):175 quote

crown “The live branches and foliage of a tree.” (62):4 quote

 

crown class “A category of tree based on its crown position relative to those of adjacent trees.” 
See codominant, dominant, intermediate, and overtopped. (106):40 quote

crown closure “The stand condition resulting in the crowns of trees touching and effectively 
blocking sunlight from reaching the forest floor. Crown closure is expressed as a 
percentage.” (22):87 quote

crown density “The amount and compactness of foliage of a tree crown.” (106):40 quote 

crown fire “A fire that advances through the crown fuel layer, the upper part of the tree bearing 
live branches and foliage.” (64):Section C quote

Crown land “Land that is owned by the Crown. Referred to as federal Crown land when it is 
owned by Canada, and as provincial Crown land when owned by a province.” (62):4 
quote

Crown Land Use Planning Enhancement (CLUPE) A program established through the Forest 
Investment Account to augment the province’s strategic land use planning program. 
CLUPE funding is intended to: (1) build land/resource planning capacity in the 
communities where planning is happening, and develop local-level support for planning 
outcomes; (2) specify government’s objectives for Crown forest land and resources; (3) 
ensure that forest land planning decisions are based on sound analysis and information; 
and (4) ensure that strategic land use plans achieve their intended social, economic, and 
environmental objectives. (92) paraphrase

Crown timber “Timber on Crown land, or timber reserved to the government.” (80):Section 1(1) 
quote

cruise The systematic measurement of a forested area designed to estimate to a specified degree 
of accuracy the volume of timber it contains, by evaluating the number and species of 
trees, their sizes, and conditions. Cruise data can also include an assessment of habitat 
conditions, environmentally sensitive areas, and a tally of important features that have to 
be considered in an integrated resource management plan. Also, a quantified sample that 
determines the quality and quantity of timber to be sold, as well as providing information 
regarding stand productivity for estimating stumpage value, and data for management, 
protection, and silvicultural decisions. (78):79 paraphrase

cull “Trees or logs or portions thereof that are of merchantable size but are rendered 
unmerchantable by defects.” (103):Section C quote

culmination age “The age at which a timber stand reaches its highest average growth rate, or 
mean annual increment (MAI). MAI is calculated as stand volume divided by stand age. 
Culmination age is the optimal biological rotation age to maximize long-term volume 
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production from a growing site.” (133):2 quote

cultural diversity “The variety and variability of human social structures, belief systems, and 
strategies for adapting to biological situations and changes in different parts of the 
world.” (78):80 quote

cultural heritage resource “An object, a site, or the location of a traditional societal practice that 
is of historical, cultural, or archaeological significance to the province, a community, or 
an aboriginal people.” “Cultural heritage resources include archeological sites, First 
Nations traditional use sites, and structural features and landscape features of cultural or 
historic significance.” (80):Section 1(1) quote; (128):175 quote

culturally modified tree “A tree or a remnant of a tree with evidence of traditional aboriginal 
forest use.” (133):3 quote

culture “A complex body or assemblage of human beliefs, art, morals, customs, religion, and 
laws, which has evolved historically and is handed down through the generations as a 
force that determines the behaviour and standard social characteristics of a society.” 
(78):80 quote

culvert “A pipe, pipe arch, or log structure covered with soil and lying below the road surface, 
used to carry water from one side of the road to the other.” (128):175 quote

cumulative effects “Effects on biota of stress imposed by more than one mechanism (e.g., stress 
in fish imposed by both elevated suspended sediment concentrations in the water and by 
high water temperature).” See also additive effects. (71):274 quote

current plant community “The plant community currently occupying a site. It is usually 
described by strata, structure, and species composition.” (101):142 quote

cut “The excavation required to lower the natural ground line to the desired road profile.” 
(128):176 quote

cut-and-fill “System of bench construction on hillslopes to produce road rights-of-way and 
landings whereby convex slopes are excavated and concave slopes (gullies) are filled; 
also, excavation of the upslope side of the right-of-way, and fill on the downslope side 
(so called “half-bench” construction).” (71):274 quote

cut bank “The excavated bank from a ditch line to the top of the undisturbed slope of a road.” 
(62):4 quote

cutblock “A specific area, with defined boundaries, authorized for harvest.” (133):3 quote

cutblock adjacency “The desired spatial relationship among cutblocks. Most adjacency 
restrictions require that recently harvested areas must achieve a desired condition (green-
up) before nearby or adjacent areas can be harvested. Specifications for the maximum 
allowable proportion of a forested landscape that does not meet green-up requirements 
are used to approximate the timber supply impacts of adjacency restrictions.” (133):3 
quote

cut control “The administrative process that reconciles the harvesting rights granted under a 
licence with the volume of timber actually harvested by the holder of the licence.” (115) 
pers. comm.

cutover “An area of forest from which some or all of the timber has recently been cut.” (61):149 
quote
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cut period “The interval between major harvesting operations in the same stand.” (62):4 quote

cut slope “The face of an excavated bank required to lower the natural ground line to the desired 
road profile.” (97):Section 1(1) quote

cutting authority “Refers to: (a) a cutting permit issued under a forest licence, a timber sale 
licence, a timber licence, tree farm licence, a community forest agreement, a community 
salvage licence, a woodlot licence, or forestry licence to cut; (b) a timber sale licence that 
does not provide for the issuance of a cutting permit; (c) a licence to cut; or (d) a road 
permit.” (44):1–2 quote

cutting cycles “The planned, recurring interval of time between successive cuttings in a crop or 
stand.” (128):176 quote

cutting permit “The legal document (cutting authority) that authorizes the holder of a specific 
form of agreement issued under the Forest Act to harvest timber. A cutting permit usually 
contains information regarding permit area, stumpage, timber marks, and waste 
assessments.” (115) pers. comm.

cutting plan [term obsolete] “A plan for harvesting the timber from an area defined within a 
cutting permit. This plan must be approved by the Forest Service before operations may 
begin.” (18):Section C quote
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damaged timber “Timber that has been affected by injurious agents such as wind (as in the case 
of blowdown), fire, insects, or disease.” (128):176 quote

danger tree “A tree that is hazardous because of location or lean, physical damage, overhead 
hazards, deterioration of the limbs, stem or root system, or any combination.” (67):9 
quote

dbh (diameter at breast height) “The stem diameter of a tree measured at breast height, 1.3 m 
above the ground.” (62):4 quote

dbh class “A range of dbh values used to group trees together.” (39):G-2 quote

deactivation “Measures taken to stabilize roads and logging trails during periods of inactivity, 
including the control of drainage, the removal of sidecast where necessary, and the re-
establishment of vegetation for permanent deactivation.” (128):176 quote

deadhead “A log that floats with at least 3/4 of its length totally submerged, or has the entire 
diameter of one end out of the water.” (81):Section 1(1) quote

dead potential “A dead tree with sound wood potential.” (39):G-2 quote

debris flow “Rapid flow of a slurry of saturated debris, including some or all of soil, surficial 
material, weathered rock, mud, boulders, and vegetative debris. A general designation for 
all types of rapid downslope flow, including mudflows, rapid earthflows, and debris 
torrents.” (71):275 quote

debris flow initiation hazard The relative risk of gully wall failure and (or) debris movement in 
gully channels, as tempered by the stream runout distance. (128):176 paraphrase

decay “The decomposition of wood substance caused by the action of wood-destroying fungi, 
resulting in softening, loss of strength and mass, and often changes of texture and 
colour.” (52):G-3 quote

deciduous stand “An area in which, at rotation age, the deciduous trees collectively represent at 
least 80 percent of the net merchantable volume of timber.” (88):Section 1(1) quote

deciduous trees “Trees in the class Magnoliopsida of the division Magnoliophyta (angiosperms); 
characterized by having flowers with pistils and stamens (sometimes in separate flowers), 
fruit-borne seeds containing two cotyledons (seed leaves), and broad leaves that are 
usually shed annually.” (61):149 quote

decision analysis “A structured way of thinking about how the action taken in the current 
decision would lead to a result. The technique distinguishes the decision to be made, the 
chance and unknown events that can affect the result, and the result itself. Decision 
analysis then constructs logical or mathematical models of the relationships within and 
between these three features of the decision situation. The models are used to estimate the 
possible implications of each course of action in relation to predetermined objectives.” 
(72):70 quote

decision support systems “Analytical tools (e.g., computer models) that aid decision making by 
providing information on the projected implications of alternative management actions.” 
(122):14.3 quote

declination (magnetic) “The angle between true (geographic) north and magnetic north (direction 
of the compass needle). Declination varies from place to place and can be ‘set’ on a 
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compass for a particular location.” (62):4 quote

decline Disease that is characterized by a progressive decline in a tree’s health and growth and 
that may kill it. While the causes of this phenomenon are not known, it is generally 
believed that a combination of factors is to blame (e.g., pollution, soil acidification, 
drought, freeze-thaw action). (65):Section D paraphrase

decomposers “Micro-organisms that break down, digest, and metabolize organic wastes, such as 
dead leaves, dropped fruits, wood, and dead animals.” (65):Section D quote

defect “Any abnormality or irregularity which lowers the commercial value of wood. Typically, 
defects may reduce a log’s firmwood volume and (or) log grade.” (52):G-4 quote

defensible space “The utilization of fuel and vegetation management techniques to reduce fire 
exposure to vulnerable structures and infrastructure.” (79):100 quote

deferred area [term obsolete] “Defined in the Forest Practices Code of British Columbia Act 
Operational Planning Regulation as an area: (a) specified in a higher level plan where 
timber harvesting or other forest development activities have been postponed for a period 
of time; or (b) that the district manager has determined should not be harvested or 
otherwise developed until a higher level plan for the area is completed.” (12):6 quote

deficit forest [term obsolete] “A forest in which existing stands cannot provide enough harvest 
volume to maintain the harvest at the level of long run sustained yield until the stands 
created when existing stands are cut become available for harvest.” (18):Section D quote

defined forest area management “Changing the volume-based forest management regime 
prevalent throughout much of the province, to defined forest areas, managed with key 
attributes of area-based tenures (e.g., Tree Farm Licences).” (38):91 quote

defoliation “An unseasonable reduction in the foliage cover of a plant due to attacks by insects or 
fungal disease, or as a result of other factors such as drought, storms, or chemicals in the 
atmosphere.” (61):149 quote

defoliator “An agent that damages trees by destroying leaves or needles.” (62):4 quote

deforestation “The long-term removal of trees from a forested site to permit other site uses.” 
(64):Section D quote

degradation “(1) The erosional removal of materials from one place to another, which lowers the 
elevation of streambeds and floodplains. (2) Any process or activity that removes or 
lessens the viability of ecosystem functions and processes, and hence biological 
diversity.” (78):86 quote

deleterious substance “Any substance that, if added to water, would degrade or alter the quality 
of the water so that it becomes deleterious to fish or fish habitat, or becomes unsuitable 
for human consumption or any other purpose for which it is legally licensed (such as 
irrigation and livestock watering).” (128):176 quote

delivered wood costs “The costs associated with accessing and harvesting timber and delivering 
it to a timber processing facility.” (86):Section 1(1) quote

depletion “The use or consumption of a resource at a rate greater than the resource can be 
replenished within a defined time period. The notion of time is important, since many 
renewable resources can be restored if consumption is halted.” (78):88 quote

depth of burn (DOB) “The reduction in forest floor thickness due to consumption by the fire 
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process; most commonly used in connection with prescribed burning.” (67):9 quote

designated area [term obsolete] “An identifiable geographic unit of the forest land base that 
requires a specific combination of forest practices to adequately protect important 
resource values.” (18):Section D quote

designated heritage trail “A heritage trail designated under the Heritage Conservation Act.” 
(128):176 quote

designated official [term obsolete] “Not a defined term in the Forest Practices Code of British 
Columbia Act. However, commonly used to refer to a person designated by name or title 
to be a designated energy, mines and petroleum resources official, designated 
environment official, or designated forest official.” (18):Section D quote

designated skid road / skid trail [term obsolete] “A pre-planned network of skid roads or skid 
trails, designed to reduce soil disturbance and planned for use in subsequent forestry 
operations in the same area.” “Multiple passes by tracked or rubber-tired skidders or 
other equipment are anticipated.” (71):275 quote; (120) pers. comm.

designated wilderness area See wilderness area. 

desired future stand condition “A description of the characteristics of the future stand.” 
(128):176 quote

desired future state “A vision statement, especially in a land and resource management plan, 
that illustrates desired future land and resource conditions. It is intended to help those 
implementing the plan to understand the long-term land and resource use goals of the 
participants in the planning process.” (12):7 quote

desired plant community “The plant community that produces the kind, proportion, and amount 
of vegetation necessary for meeting or exceeding the objectives set in range use plans and 
higher level plans. It must be consistent with site potential.” (101):142 quote

determination Any act, decision, procedure, levy, finding, order, or other determination made 
under the Forest and Range Practices Act, regulations, or standards by the minister or an 
official. (84):Section 1(1) paraphrase

detrimental soil disturbance “Soil degradation; any change in physical, chemical, or biological 
properties of the soil that reduces soil fertility or productivity or results in adverse 
impacts on other ecosystem components (e.g., compaction, surface soil displacement, pH 
changes).” (72):71 quote

development “The advancement of the management and use of natural resources to satisfy 
human needs and improve the quality of human life. For development to be sustainable, it 
must take into account the social, ecological, and economic factors of the living and non-
living resource base, and of the long-term and short-term advantages and disadvantages 
of alternative actions.” (106):46 quote

development objectives [term obsolete] “The short-term (often 5-year) planning objectives for a 
specific management area.” (62):5 quote

development plan [term obsolete] “A specific plan outlining harvesting, road construction, 
protection, and silviculture activities over the short-term (often 5 years) in accordance 
with the approved forest management plan.” (62):5 quote

dewatering “Condition in stream channel when all the water flow occurs within the permeable 
streambed sediments, so no surface water is left; common in small streams with 
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considerable accumulations of gravel.” (18) quote

diameter-limit harvesting “A silvicultural system used to maintain established understorey 
trees. All trees larger than a specified diameter are removed, with care being taken not to 
damage the residual stand. Horse skidding is often used to harvest trees under this 
system.” (133):3 quote

diameter tape “A tape measure specially graduated so that the diameter may be read directly 
when the tape is placed round a tree stem, bole, or piece of roundwood.” (52):G-4 quote

dib (diameter inside bark) “The diameter of a tree or log excluding double bark thickness.” 
(103):Section D quote

dibble “A tool used to prepare planting holes for seedlings.” (106):47 quote

difficult sites “Forest sites with environmental conditions that are unfavourable for tree 
establishment and growth.” (128):176 quote

digital model “Computer-based representation of a mathematical model describing natural 
phenomena. These models use complex equations to perform essentially mathematical 
simulations of natural phenomena. They are used to study and test hypotheses about 
tides, climate change, the changes in an insect population or a forest, and so on.” 
(65):Section D quote

direct seeding “The manual or mechanical sowing of tree seed on an area, either in spots or 
broadcast.” (106):48 quote

direct tributary A portion of a tributary stream that is a minimum of 100 m in length, and has 
the same stream order as the most downstream reach of the tributary. (86):Section 1(1) 
paraphrase

discretionary authority “The power to make a decision where the choice of whether to make a 
decision is that of the decision maker.” (18) quote

discretionary silviculture activities “Silviculture activities that are not required by legislation. 
These may include backlog reforestation (areas harvested prior to 1987), reforestation 
activities on some areas burned by wildfire, and brushing, spacing, fertilizing, and 
pruning.” (38):91 quote

 disc trencher “A machine designed for mechanical site preparation. It consists of rotating 
scarifying steel discs equipped with teeth that create rows. The discs are attached to the 
rear of a prime mover such as a skidder.” (22):87 quote

dispersed retention A variant of the retention silvicultural system in which, after timber 
harvesting, the retained individual trees or small groups of trees are generally less than 
two tree lengths apart, but occasionally more if groups are left. (98):Section 1(1) 
paraphrase

distribution analysis “A class of analysis that attempts to assess the social distribution of the 
economic or environmental impacts arising from land use or resource management 
decisions.” (72):71 quote

district manager A manager for a forest district established under the Forest Act and the part of 
a range district established under the Range Act that covers the same area as the forest 
district with responsibilities as specified in the Forest Act, Forest and Range Practices 
Act, and the Ministry of Forests and Range Act. (121):Section 2(1) (d) paraphrase
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disturbance “A significant change in the structure and (or) composition of ecosystems, 

communities, or populations through natural or human-induced events.” (61):149 quote

ditch block “A physical blockage of a ditch line, lower than road surface and directly down-
grade of the cross-drain, designed to deflect water flow into the cross-drain.” (128):177 
quote

dob (diameter outside bark) “The diameter of a tree or log including bark.” (103):Section D quote

dominant “A tree whose crown extends above the general level of the main canopy of even-aged 
stands, or in uneven-aged stands, above the crowns of the tree’s immediate neighbours 
and receiving full light from above and partial light from the sides.” (106):40 quote

dot grid A traditional mapping technique in which a transparent sheet of film (overlay) with 
systematically arranged dots is used to determine areas on maps, aerial photos, plans, etc. 
(103):Section D paraphrase

down-rated bridges “Bridges whose carrying capacity has been reduced.” (128):177 quote

drag scarification “A method of site preparation that disturbs the forest floor and prepares 
logged areas for regeneration. Often carried out by dragging chains or drums behind a 
skidder or tractor.” (62):5 quote

drainage “The surface and subsurface water derived within a clearly defined catchment area, 
usually bounded by ridges or other similar topographic features, encompassing part, 
most, or all of a watershed. The term is sometimes used to describe an operating area or 
location.” (133):3 quote

drainage basin “Area of the earth’s surface from which surface drainage all flows to a single 
outlet stream (a ‘watershed’ in North America).” (71):275 quote

drainage structures “Include metal and wooden culverts, open-faced culverts, bridges, and 
ditches.” (128):177 quote

drainage system “A culvert, cross-ditch, swale, or outslope/inslope designed to move water from 
one side of the road to the other.” (128):177 quote

drawdown [term obsolete] “The process of reducing allowable annual cuts to a sustainable 
level.” (18):Section D quote

drip torch “A hand-held incendiary device that releases slow-burning flaming fuel at a 
predetermined rate.” (67):10 quote

drop zone “Target area for the release of the airtanker’s load.” (67):10 quote

dryland sort “Flat areas, usually paved, where loads of logs are lifted out of the water or off-
loaded from logging trucks and spread onto the ground for scaling, grading, and 
subsequent sorting.” (52):G-4 quote

due diligence defence “A statutory defence in which an alleged contravener must prove on a 
balance of probabilities that the particular event which caused the alleged contravention 
was not reasonably foreseeable, or, if it was, that the person took all reasonable care to 
prevent it.” (125) pers. comm.

duff “The layer of partially and fully decomposed organic materials lying below the litter and 
immediately above the mineral soil. It corresponds to the fermentation (F) and humus (H) 
layers of the forest floor. When moss is present, the top of the duff is just below the green 
portion of the moss.” (67):11 quote
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dust palliatives [term obsolete] “Chemicals or compounds applied to road surfaces to reduce dust 

created by traffic.” (128):177 quote
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early seral “Stands are defined as early seral if they are younger than 40 years of age. An 
exception is deciduous-dominated stands in the Boreal White and Black Spruce 
biogeoclimatic zone, which are defined as early seral up to 20 years of age.” (133):3 
quote

earlywood “The part of a tree’s growth ring that is produced at the beginning of the growing 
season; it is usually less dense and lighter in colour than late wood. Also called 
springwood.” (52):G-4 quote

ecodivision “An area of broad climatic and physiographic uniformity. There are seven 
ecodivisions occurring within British Columbia. Ecodomains and ecodivisions place 
British Columbia in a global context. Ecodivisions are meant to be mapped at 
1:7 500 000 for use in national state of the environment reporting.” (9) quote

ecodomain “An area of broad climatic uniformity. There are three terrestrial and one oceanic 
ecodomain occurring in British Columbia. Ecodomains are meant to be mapped at 
1:30 000 000 for use in global environmental strategies.” (9) quote

ecological balance A state of dynamic equilibrium within a community of organisms in which 
genetic, species, and ecosystem diversity remain relatively stable, subject to gradual 
changes through natural succession. (1):668 paraphrase

ecological community “Term used by the Conservation Data Centre to include natural plant 
communities and plant associations and the full range of ecosystems that occur in British 
Columbia. These may represent ecosystems as small as a pool or as large as an entire 
river basin, an ecoregion, or a biogeoclimatic zone.” (7):Section E quote

ecological health “Both the occurrence of certain attributes that are deemed to be present in a 
healthy, sustainable resource, and the absence of conditions that result from known 
stresses or problems affecting the resource.” (18) quote

ecological integrity “A quality or state of an ecosystem in which it is considered complete or 
unimpaired, including the natural diversity of species and biological communities, 
ecosystem processes and functions, and both the ability to absorb disturbance (resistance) 
and to recover from disturbance (resilience).” (72):71 quote

ecological land classification “A process of delineating and classifying ecologically distinctive 
areas based on geologic, landform, soil, vegetative, climatic, wildlife, water, and human 
factors. This holistic approach to land classification can be applied incrementally, from 
site-specific ecosystems to very broad ecosystems.” (64):Section E quote

ecologically suitable species “Coniferous or deciduous tree species that are naturally adapted to a 
site’s environmental conditions, including the variability in these conditions that may 
occur over time.” (128):177 quote

ecological reserve “A legally protected natural area where human influence is minimized, 
functioning primarily for the preservation of genetic resources and for scientific research. 
Change, itself a natural phenomenon, is not interfered with but is allowed, as far as 
possible, to proceed uninterrupted by humans.” (78):102 quote

ecological resilience “The capacity of an ecosystem to absorb disturbance or stress and remain 
within its range of natural variability.” (48):2 quote

ecological restoration “An intentional activity that initiates the recovery of an ecosystem with 
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respect to its integrity and health. It seeks to protect and restore the plant and animal 
communities of a given area or region and the renewal of the ecosystem and cultural 
functions necessary to maintain these communities now and into the future.” (72):71 
quote

ecological units “Areas of land with similar biological, geological, and climatic environments.” 
(128):177 quote

economically accessible “Forest management units and forest stands from which the allowable 
annual cut can be profitably harvested within the foreseeable future.” (103):Section E 
quote

economically operable “Forest stands for which log prices exceed harvesting costs, including 
profit and return to capital.” (18):Section E quote

economic impact analysis “Analytical techniques that estimate the economic effects of 
management scenarios on income, revenues, and employment within specific 
communities, regions, or the province as a whole.” (12):8 quote

ecoprovince “An area with consistent climatic or oceanography, relief, and regional landforms. 
There is one oceanic, two marine/terrestrial, and seven terrestrial ecoprovinces occurring 
within British Columbia. Ecoprovinces are meant to be mapped at 1:2 000 000 for use in 
provincial state of the environment reporting.” (9) quote

ecoregion “An area with major physiographic and minor macroclimatic or oceanographic 
variation. There are 43 ecoregions in British Columbia of which 39 are terrestrial. 
Ecoregions are meant to be mapped at 1:500 000 for regional strategic planning.” (9) 
quote

ecoregion classification “The ecoregion classification system is used to stratify British 
Columbia’s terrestrial and marine ecosystem complexity into discrete geographical units 
at five different levels. The two highest levels, ecodomains and ecodivisions, are very 
broad and place the province globally. The three lowest levels, ecoprovinces, ecoregions 
and ecosections, are progressively more detailed, narrow in scope, and relate segments of 
the province to one another. They describe areas of similar climate, physiography, 
oceanography, hydrology, vegetation, and wildlife potential.” (76) quote

ecosection “Areas with minor physiographic and macroclimatic or oceanographic variations. 
There are 114 ecosections in British Columbia varying from pure marine units to pure 
terrestrial units. Ecosections are meant to be mapped at small scales (1:250 000) for 
resource emphasis and area planning.” (9) quote

ecosystem “A functional unit consisting of all the living organisms (plants, animals, and 
microbes) in a given area, and all the non-living physical and chemical factors of their 
environment, linked together through nutrient cycling and energy flow. An ecosystem 
can be of any size—a log, pond, field, forest, or the earth’s biosphere—but it always 
functions as a whole unit. Ecosystems are commonly described according to the major 
type of vegetation (e.g., forest ecosystem, old-growth ecosystem, or range ecosystem).” 
(128):177 quote

ecosystem at risk “An extirpated, endangered, or threatened ecosystem or an ecosystem of 
special concern (formerly called ‘vulnerable’).” (7):Section E quote

ecosystem-based management “An adaptive approach to managing human activities that seeks 
to ensure the coexistence of healthy, fully functioning ecosystems and human 
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communities. The intent is to maintain those spatial and temporal characteristics of 
ecosystems such that component species and ecological processes can be sustained and 
human well-being supported and improved.” (72):71 quote

ecosystem integrity “The quality of a natural unmanaged or managed ecosystem in which the 
natural ecological processes sustain the function, composition, and structure of the 
system.” (64):Section E quote

ecosystem management The use of an ecological approach to achieve productive resource 
management by blending social, physical, economic, and biological needs and values to 
provide healthy ecosystems. (113):16 paraphrase

ecosystem productivity “The ability of an ecosystem to produce, grow, or yield products—
whether trees, shrubs, or other organisms.” (71):276 quote

ecosystem type “An ecosystem defined using the site-series level in the biogeoclimatic 
ecosystem classification system, plant associations, or some equivalent ecosystem 
surrogate representing the full range of site conditions within a biogeoclimatic variant. 
Groupings of similar ecosystem types within a variant may be used to assess and meet 
representation targets when appropriate. Red- or blue-listed ecosystems cannot be 
grouped to meet targets.” (72):71 quote

ecotone “A transition area between two adjacent ecological communities usually exhibiting 
competition between organisms common to both.” (123):290 quote

ecotourism “A type of tourism that focusses on nature-related experiences (e.g., whale 
watching).” (64):Section E quote  

ecozone “An area of the earth’s surface representing large and very generalized ecological units 
characterized by interacting abiotic (non-living) and biotic (living) factors.” (64):Section 
E quote

edatope A specific combination of soil moisture regime and soil nutrient regime. (118):16 
paraphrase

edatopic grid “A grid showing all combinations of soil moisture and nutrients from very dry, low 
nutrients to wet, high nutrients.” (11):18 quote

edge “The outer band of a patch that has an environment significantly different from the interior 
of the patch.” (12):8 quote

edge/area ratio “Length of forest edge per cutblock area.” (12):8 quote

edge effect Habitat conditions (such as degree of humidity and exposure to light or wind) created 
at or near the more-or-less well-defined boundary between ecosystems (e.g., between 
open areas and adjacent forest). (128):177 paraphrase

effectiveness evaluation/monitoring A Forest and Range Evaluation Program activity that 
determines whether policies or practices are meeting desired objectives based on 
evidence of outcomes. These evaluations are used to assess the impacts of operational 
activities on specific resource values (e.g., assessing post-harvest stand structure and 
comparing it to baseline data for that ecosystem). (26):2 paraphrase

effectiveness monitoring “Evaluating system status and trends resulting from the implementation 
of a management plan; evaluating whether the management plan achieves the desired 
outcomes or predicted targets.” (47):Section E quote
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element “A species or ecological community. The term ‘species’ is used to include all entities at 

the taxonomic level of species, including interspecific hybrids, as well as all subspecies 
and plant varieties. Ecological communities are based primarily on Ministry of Forests 
and Range vegetation classification and the International Classification of Ecological 
Communities.” (7):Section E quote

element occurrence (EO) An area of land and (or) water in which a species or ecological 
community is, or was, present. The EO should have practical conservation value for the 
element as evidenced by potential continued (or historic) presence and (or) regular 
recurrence at a given location. (7):Section E paraphrase

element occurrence record (EOR) “A record from the Conservation Data Centre containing 
information about an element occurrence, such as location, condition, and type of 
occurrence.” (7):Section E quote

employment coefficient “The number of person-years of employment supported by every 1000 
cubic metres of timber harvested; for example, a coefficient of 1.0 indicates that every 
1000 cubic metres harvested supports one person-year, or 500 000 cubic metres supports 
500 person-years.” (133):3 quote

employment multiplier “An estimate of the total employment supported by each direct job; for 
example, a multiplier of 2.0 means that one direct job supports one additional indirect and 
induced job.” (133):4 quote

endangered species “A species facing imminent extirpation or extinction.” (7):Section E quote

endemic losses “Damage to timber from normal populations of insects or disease that inflicts 
average losses over the long term for the locality or region. The forest inventory provides 
net merchantable volumes which reflect ‘endemic’ (average or normal) losses.” (45):G-ii 
quote

endemic species “A species that is indigenous to a particular area; not introduced and often with 
a limited geographical range.” (78):108 quote

endhaul To move excavated material from one section of the road to another or to a disposal site, 
during road construction or modification. (128):177 paraphrase

engineered wood products “A composite wood product made from glued fibre, lumber, and (or) 
veneer to meet specific design criteria.” (64):Section E quote

entrainment “Mobilization, by flowing water, of sediment or organic debris from the bed or 
banks of a stream channel.” (70):75 quote

entrenched “A legislative requirement which previously may only have been required by 
contract or policy.” (18):Section E quote

environmental assessment “A process designed to contribute pertinent environmental 
information to the decision-making process of forest management and other resource 
projects and programs.” (64):Section E quote

environmentally sensitive areas (ESAs) “Areas designated on forest cover maps as requiring 
special management attention to protect important scenic values, fish and wildlife 
resources, historical and cultural values, and other natural systems or processes. In 
forestry, ESAs include potentially fragile, unstable soils that may deteriorate 
unacceptably after forest harvesting, and areas of high value to non-timber resources such 
as fisheries, wildlife, water, and recreation.” (71):276 quote; (120) pers. comm.
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	Mountain Pine Beetle Action Plan A co-ordinated response to the mountain pine beetle infestation that guides all levels of government, communities, industries, and stakeholders working to mitigate impacts of the pine beetle. It addresses forestry and environmental issues as well as economic, social, and cultural sustainability. (59) paraphrase 
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