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Fires_Rip Through North

no ·more

MORE CAREfUL

Corny But Cute, '40sPoster
Still Gets Message Across

The familiar Forest Service Oval,
never really gone, is back again as an·
approved emblem. It appears on the
masthead of this paper.

Deputy minister Mike Apsey's an
nouncement that the Oval "has once
again .become the approved and
established symbol of the British Col
umbia Forest Service" was welcomed
by staff members.

The Oval was officially dropped in
1969 and replaced by the symbol
known .as "the burnt Alberta pine
tree'~ - there were those who argued it
was a dead spruce - which in turn was
replaced by the Visual Identity Pw
gram of 1977. Nevertheless, the Oval
remained popular and was used exten,
sively but unofficially on awards, belt
buckles, t-shirts and the like.

"I guess there's a bit of the romantic
in me," Deputy Minister Apsey says,
explaining the decision to bring back
the symbol. "When I was a young
man, one of the things I w~nted to be
was a forest ranger and I always
associated the Forest Service with that
Oval.

Continued on Page 2

Forest Service Oval
Makes Comeback

During one 12-hour period on Aug.
11, it grew from 3,000 to 13,000
hectare,s, spreading rapidly in the
direction of Fort Nelson.

Though the town was in no im
mediate danger, Forest Service protec
tion officials warned the town council,
Provincial Emergency Program and,
the RCMP that if the fire took another
run, the community of 6,000 might
have to be evacuated.

Fortunately the next day the wind
died and shifted direction, carrying the
fire J.way from Fort Nelson.

Approximately 60 people, however,.
were evacuated from 'the Prophet
River Indian Reserve and taken south
to Tnltch on the Alaska Highway.

Smoke from the fire closed the
highway on Aug. 12 and restricted
flights in and out of Fort Nelson's .air
port on several occasions over the next
few days.

It was "almost like a fog" in Fort
Nelson, according to Tom Blom,
Operations Superintendent for the Fort
NelsoIl Forest District.

By mid-September, the fire was well
under control though mop-up opera
tions were s,till under way.

The forest fire season ends officially
Oct. 15.

he's

throughout the Prince George region
battling several major blazes.

The worst of them was the Mil fire.
It was the largest ,wildfire of the season
in British Columbia. .

Starting as a lightning strike near
Milo Lake southwest of Fort Nelson,
the Mil fire grew to menace the nor
thern town and destroy more than
37,600 hectares of timber.

dates
until

:'so I
told· him

WITH ·rl~(
THIS POSTER was reproduced on the cover of the June. 1943, edition of

the Forest Branch Newsletter, a forerunner of this publication. In the past
four decades the techniques of fighting forest fires have become more
sophisticated but it often comes down to the same thing: the man on the
ground with the shovel and the pUmp. Thousands of such men were on the
fire lines this past summ~r.

nothing compared to the region's worst
year on record, 1961, when 298,000
hectares were destroyed.

Lightning caused severe probl~ms

over the summer. One lightning storm
that hit on the evening of Aug. 24 caus
ed more than 100 outbreaKS just in the
Prince George East Forest District.

For several days more than 1,000
men were employed on the fire lines

By LAURA STRINGER
Prince George Forest Region

It was a bad fire season all across the
provinc but the Prince George Forest
Region was hardest hit with more than
900 fires.

Province-wide, about 2,600 fires had
been recorded as the season began to
wind down. At press time, almost
108,000 hectares of forest land had
been destroyed and there were
SOO-odd fires still burning. Fire
fighting costs for the season were ex
pected to top the $30 million mark.

By comparison, the 1980 season had
a total of 1,740 fires which burned
65,600 hectares and cost about $18
million to fight.

At the height of the 1981 season, in
mid-August, Chief Forester Bill Young
.....as .£eLce cancel leave for all key
field, regional and headquarters staff.

The fires in the Prince George region
alone burned over more than 87,000
hectares of forest land. But this is

Non-Swimmer
Saves Three

A Forest Service employee saved
two adults and a little girl from drown
ing this summer and then returned to
work without learning their names.

Terry Slack, 44, an employee at the
Vancouver maintenance. depot on the
north arm of the Fraser River, was in
the depot parking lot during his lunch
break June 8 when he spotted an over
turned skiff and people floundering in
the water.

Terry, a non-swimmer, grabbed a
12-foot aluminum dinghy, dragged it to
the water and rowed to the rescue.

In the water were two men and a
three- or four-year-old girl. One 6f ~he .
men had a gash in his head and ap
parently was succumbing to hypother
mia.

Terry fished out the injured man,
who almost capsized the dinghy in his
panic, and grabbed the child who had
slipped from the other man's hands..
He was about to rescue the second
man when a fireboat from a nearby
shipyard arrived on the scene.

The fireboat's crew relieved Terry of
the wet trio and took them ashore
where the child and the injured man
were taken to hospital.

Terry then rowed to the far side of
the river, reassured several friends of
the accident victims that all was well
and returned to the depot. All in a
day's work.
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In any case we reserve the right to
edit letters for length.

It would be nice if the letters are
typewritten but we will happily settle_
for legible handwriting. It's more im
portant that the point you are making
is made clearly.

Sorry, we cannot return unused let
ters.

Send your letters by regular mail or
government post to: The Editor,
Forestaff, 1450 Government St., Vic
toria, RC. V8W 3E7.

Ruled .Unsafe
Gondolas Gone

Oval Okay
Continued from Page 1

"I felt that it would be in the best in
terests of the service to reintroduce it,
that it could have a definite effect on
employee esprit de corps."

The decision, he says, "legitimizes it
and lets us get on with it in other
uses."

The Oval will be used in accordance
with the provincial government's
Visual Identity Program, Mr. Apsey
says. "It will play its role according to
government guidelines."

Under the new rules the emblem
will be restricted to internal use within
the Ministry and to personal use by
employees. _

It may be used on service awards,
certificates, trophies," crests, decals,
jewelry, personal clothing and similar
rpaterials.

The Oval was designed by an
American citizen, R.E. Benedict, who
served as chief of operations for the
Forest Branch under Chief Forester
H.R. MacMillan from 1912-1914.

And there's no doubt about it, accor
ding to a memorandum written by the
designer himself, the tree in the Oval is
a Douglas fir.

.
The B.C. Forest Service will no

longer use the "aerial gondola" system
, of cone harvesting, in which workers

are slung beneath a single-engine
helicopter by means of the aircraft's
main hook.

The method was used experimental
ly in several recent cone collections.
Chief Forester Bill Young instructed
staff to discontinue the trials after a
study by the federal Ministry of
Transport found the aerial gondola
system unsafe.

"This does not eliminate raking or
shearing as a means of aerially
harvesting cones," Mr. Young said. "It
is hoped the safety and efficiency of
these systems can be improved to fill
the need adequately."

The operations of Rapattack fire sup
pression crews are not affected by the
order since the fire fighters are"
lowered from their he~icopters by
means other than the main hook.

Forestaff welcomes letters from
readers.

If you have comments, arguments,
ideas, opinions, brainstorms, notions,
theories or advice you want to get rid
of, send a letter tO,the editor.

We will run letters from Forest Ser
vice staff, from members of their fami
ly, from any other readers of Forestaff.

There are only two rules: make it
brief. . . and sign it. We will not
publish unsigned letters. And you
shou.ld be able to make your point in
200 words or less.

power to fight the bigger fires burning
in the area.

Jim Dunlop, driving force behind
the ministry's Rapattack program,
hand-picks the members of his team.
Good physical condition and the
natural ability to work as a member of
a team are paramount, he says.
. In early -May the Forest Service

"training base near Salmon Arm Airport
comes alive as veteran and rookie rap
pelers begin an intensive training pro
gram. Firefighting theory, safety and
survival and equipment training back
up their rappeling'training.

That training includes practice rap
pels from a 40-foot training tower,
followed by practice drops from a
helicopter.

Mter completing the practice drops,
a rookie is certified as a rappeler, joins
a team and awaits the call to his first
fire as a member of the Ministry of
Forests Rapattack squad. .

tion. The men on the rope are skilled
members of the Ministry of Forests
Rapattack Team, based at Saliiion
Arm. An industry Rapattack operation
is based at Revelstoke.

While pilot Amie Leiter keeps' his
Bell-AI helicopter-hovering near the
site of a new fire, senior spotter Paul
Hooper finds a safe landing site, drops
the rope and sends two rappelers and a
bag of fire-fighting equipment safely to
the ground.

Within minutes the two firefighters
are at the blaze and in action,quickly
"bringing it under cor+trol.

Once the fire is extinguished or
when a district suppression crew at
rives to continue the fight, the Rapat
tack equipment is hoisted into the
helicopter and the crew hikes to the
nearest helipad to be picked up.

The theory behind Rapattack is sim
ple: get fresh, fully-equipped, skilled
firefighters to the site of a fire as quick
ly as possible.

A goud example of Rapattack in ac
tion occurred this summer when three
small fires were spotted high on the
hills above McNaughton Lake in
southeastern B.C.

Within hours of the first report, the
Rapattack teams were there - two
men were dropped at each fire and all
three outbreaks were under control
before conventional suppression crews
could arrive by boat and foot from
Mica Creek. "

In addition, the rappelers had con- "
structed helipads to which additional
firefighters could be brought in by
helicopter. Suppression crews were
airlifted in to take over the mop up
while the rappelers and their equip- •
ment were returned to base.

The result was that none of the fires
had a chance to become more than a
spot fire, saving thousands of hectares
of timber and leaving available man-

Rapattack Goes First Class

IT REQUI~SCONCENTRATION. John Black seems to take a grim view of things as he eases himself out of the
Rapattack helicopter on a practice drop. Spotter Paul Hooper keeps an experienced eye on the situation. Men based at
the ministry's Salmon Arm Rapattack base saw lots of action during the summer.

ByJIM CHALLENGER
Audio Visual Section

It's a bit like the old airline joke in
which the stewardess instructs the
second-class passengers to debark and,
once they've filed out, announces to
thf:) first-class passengers that the plane
will land in five minutes.

But this is no joke: a helicopter
hovers 200 feet above the ground, a
coil of nylon rope is dropped from its
open door and, one by one, the
passengers slide down the rope,
followed by their luggage."

In this case it's all a first-class opera-

--"~ ----------------------'---~---"----------------------------
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'Outhouse" Tracks Lightning

KNIT ONE, PURL TWO. Dave Butcher spends a quiet evening alone with
his rope at the Salmon Arm Rapattack base. One thing crew members
must do is keep tlieir equipment in top condition. No one wants to·start
unravelling half way down to the ground.

Rain -Weary Rupertarians
Find Sunshine In Smithers·

ByGEOFFLEE
Nelson Forest Region

There's a small building in the
Nelson Region which looks for all the
world like an outhouse.

Its appearance and its location - an
insect-riddled marsh near Briscoe in
the Invermere Forest District 
discourages curiosity seekers who, if
they cared to peek inside, would find
one of the great technological advances
in the science of preventing forest
fires.

Locked in the little Forest Service
building is the instrumentation of a
lighting direction finder, a computer
like device that tracks and counts the
incidence 'of cloud:to-ground lightning
strikes within a 200-mile radius.

It does the job with the aid of a near
by antenna assembly which picks up
the electrical impulses of lightning
bolts.

"It's the initial part of the detection
system for lightning-caused fires,"
says Invermere District operations
superintendent Gil Cartwright.

"It'll tell us where the lightning hit,
so we can alert patrol planes to spy for
forest fires in areas of high lightning at
tack.

"It'll also give us an advance warn
ing of where fires are likely to occur
and do so in the bat of an eye."

Each time the mad\.ine records a
lightning flash, its bearing is instantly
relayed to a Victoria-based' 'positional
analyser" computer which pinpoints
the latitude and longitude of each
strike, recording it on a grid map.

. Information from the analyser is
plugged into the B.. C. Systems Corpora
tion's computer, which is connected to
regional terminals. -

The flashpoints can be recorded on a
detailed map, drawn by. a high-sp~ed

plotter, produced every three hours, 24
hours a day.

Within two years the entire province
should be covered by the system.

"The system should pay for itself in
a reduction in the cost of suppressing
lightning fires, especially ones in
uninhabited backwoods areas," says
Les Stilwell, Nelson's regional protec
tion officer.

Minister and Deputy
Lead China Mission
A delegation of senior businessmen

and government officials from British
Columbia, with Forests Minister Tom
Waterland at their head, are in' China
this month.

Their mission: to foster closer co
operation in forestry and forest in

. dustry development between that na
tion and this province.

In their two-week tour, starting act.
4, the visitors expect to identify how
British Columbia can assist China in
developing its forest resources. They
also hope to establish a continuing ex
change of information on resource
management, forest harvesting and the
processing of forest products.

TT"velling with the minister are:
Deputy Minister Mike Apsey, Assis
tant Deputy Minister Ralph Robbins,
Dennis Loader of the Ministry of In
dustry, Dr. Paul Trussell, chairman of
the Forest Research Council of RC.,
John Whitmer, director of the northern
interior lumber sector of COFI, Tom
Buell, president of Weldwood of
Canada, Tom Rust, presideIlt of Crown
Zellerbach, Winston Stothert, Chair
man or ·the Stothert Group and Bob
Wood, senior partner of Sterling Wood
and Associates.

Good Golly Great-Granny!
By CAMERON BECK

Prince Rupert Forest District
When alga Giordano began work

for the Forest Service in Prince Rupert
she was told the office would move to
Smithers in a few years. That was in'
the mid-1940s.

alga retires this fall, just a few mon
ths after the move finally took place.

About 125 regional staff moved this
summer into the handsome new
building they will sbare with Ministry
of Environment staff in 'downtown
Smithers.

As regional headquarters for the nor
thwest quarter of the province,
Smithers is a much more central loca
tion than Prince Rupert.

"It's far more efficient fwm a
logistic point of view," says Region~l1

Manager Jack Biickert who organized
the move.

"Two thirds of our regional business
that requires travel can be conducted
by daX' frips out of Smithers. This
means substantial savings in travel
time and expenses as compared with
working out of Prince Rupert."

Another big reason for the move, he
says; is to be close to the other resource
agencies. The Ministries of Environ
ment,. of Lands, Parks and Housing, of
Mines and of Agriculture have all
made Smithers their regional head
quarters for years.

"We do busin~ss .with those agen
cies every day. Integrated' resource
management is not an empty phrase.
It's something we practice on a day-to-

day basis. And now, instead of having
to drive 250 miles to talk with the other
resource agencies, we just walk down
the stairs or across the street."

The closing of the regional~office in
Prince Rlipert was done with the pro
per formalities, including a farewell
dinner and dance and a ceremony' that
involved tying a ribbon around the old
office in Market Place.

Minutes after the ribbon was tied, it
was cut to symbolize the opening of
the new office for the North Coast
District, which moved in from tem
porary quarters a few blocks·away.

Many of the regional staff were
sorry to leave Rupert, especially
timber officer Chris Kindt, an old salt
who keeps his boat tied up in Rupert
and who escapes to the sea from land
locked Smithers whenever he can.

For most, however, the move to
Smithers has been a happy one.

The valley has an excellent climate,
many outdoor recreation opportunities
and a wide selection of homesites close
to the office.

One other advantage: "We don't get
rained on here," says Mr. Biickert who

.presented many of the last Raindrop
Awards' to veteran regional head
quarters staff at the farewell dinner in
Prince Rupert.

The award is a glass "raindrop" - a
Japanese fishnet float mounted on a
base of juniper wood with a brass pla
que identifying the amount of rainfall
that fell on the recipient during his or
her years in Rupert.

Scanning the horizon from a moun
taintop fire lookout isn't your typical
occupation for a great-gr~IlllY, but then·
sharp-eyed Cora Lee of Fort Fraser
isn't your typical great-grandmother.

Looking for work seven years ago,
Mrs. Lee, now 61, thought she'd try
the Ministry of Forests. She landed a
job as a fire lookout operator.

Every s~mmer since then she has
scanned the forests from the top 'of
Fraser Mountain in the Vanderhoof
Forest District.

"I love it," she says of her lookout
tower. "It's my summer home."

When it's hot in town, she explains,
"I can't wait to move up there because
there is always a breeze."
- Each summer Mrs. Lee works at the
60-foot tower from the start' of May to
late September.

"Most of the time I check out per
mi.ts," she says. The ministry tells her
how many burning permits. have been
tssued and she scans the forest with
binoculars, keeping track of them.
, She is at the lookout whenever the
weather is dry. Once she stayed at the
lookout tower for 21 straight days. Her
off-duty hours are spent in a three
room cabin at the foot of the tower.

A native of Ontario, Mrs. Lee has six
children, ten grand-children and one
great-grandchild.

During the winter, the tireless Mrs.

CORA loves her lookout.

Lee works at the weigh-scale in the
Fort Fraser sawmill. ,

Ministry of Forests officials say that
age is not a major consideration when
selecting staff for lookout towers. The
ministry looks for people of any age
who are able to work independently
and live alone for long periods of time.
. They must, of course, have good
eyesight.
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Ranger Roy Eden and DOl

Back in 1912 our first forest rangers kne~

It's amazing what you find while ruI;)
the basement. Those yellowed newspap
made of.

Sometimes, if you're lucky, you can
there is still the feeling that you are 1nl

What you see here are scenes from q

The British Columbia Forest Serv
, sometimes in official archives but -ofte,
and other service memorabilia have b~

Smne of them are having the dust s}
members of the Project 87 team which
preparation for the 75th anniversary of

Chief Forester Martin G' -
rwnger on an ins .

- - - - pection tour in 1914.

- . t . t
d' the Peace River nlS nc .

~ et home for a forest guar InHome swe _ -
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Laidlaw, packer, at 100 Mile House in 1922.

rALBUM
naging through the attic. Or the old tin trunk in
rs and faded photographs are the stuff history is

dentify the places and faces. Even if you can't
king personal contact with the past.
If own "family album." It's nice to have roots.
e was established in 1912. Over the years,
in private collections, a vast number of photos
n accumulating.
lken off them for the first time in decades, by
5 collecting, sorting and cataloguing material in
the Forest Service.

what roughing it was all about. Anyone for beans?

, b t guess so far.
b 'l ? That's the esowmo le,

" lane' It's a .. , sn -
It's a bird! It's a p' ,
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It's not easy to catch up on eight months
worth of staff shuffles. This is the best we
can do. Some of the information is in
complete, some is missing entirely. Star
ting next issue you will be kept up to date
on a month-by-month basis.

• • •
Cariboo Region
ALLAN KNEELAND - F.A. 4 Alexis
Creek from Valemont; MILES THORP
~ F.A. 4 Likely from Fort Nelson;
TRUDY GOOLD - Asst. Site. Prep. Co
ord. HQ from Powell River; MIKE
FULCHER - Res. Off. Timber Quesnel.
New; KEN FREED - Res. Off. Timber
100 Mile House from Vancouver
R~ion; DAN VANKEEKEN - P.I.O. 1
Information HQ. New; JOHN
HOYRUP - Res. Off. Protection
Horsefly from Kamloops Region; MEL _
DODGE - Res, Off. Protection 100 Mile
House from Prince George Region;
RL. MCKAY - Field Off. Super. Tatla
Lake from Prince Rupert Region;
ROGER VENABLES - Reg. Rec. Co
ord. HQ from Fish & Wildlife, Dawson
Creek; LARRY ZACHER - Res. Off.
Timber Horsefly from Prince Geotge
Region; PETER NAKKEN - F.A. 4 HQ
from Environment, Victoria; GILDA
RANDALL - O.A. 2 Horsefly from
aux.; JUDY KENNEWAY - O.A. 2
Quesnel from a.ux.

• • •
KamIoops Region
JAMES FEDORAK - Gen. Ace. Off.
HQ. New; MICHELLE GLOVER - P.O.
Kamloops from P.O. Victoria' aux.;
PETER VANDER-YELDEN - T.A. 4
Kamloops from T.A. 4 Victoria aux.;
TIM MCCARTHY ~ Analyst Prog.
Planning HQ from For. 1 Nelson aux.;
CHRISTINE SCHOENING - T.A. 2
Kamloops from aux.; JOHN LA
BOYNE - T.A. 2 Salmon Arm from
Eng. Asst. 2 Victoria; ROBERT
MOORE - F.A. 4 Penticton from F.A. 4
Prince George; BRIAN BROWN - Res.
Off. T.F.O. 1 Recreation from F.A. 4
Penticton; PAUL CLARKE - Reg. Eng.
Off. HQ from Eng. 4; BOB READ 
R.O. Protection Clearwater from
T:F.O. 1 Squamish; PHIL YOUWE 
L.S.O. 1 Kamloops from RO. Range
100 Mile House; GREG MATISZ - Cl. 3
Kamloops from O.A. 2; WALTER
NEROS - Tech. 2 Salmon Arm from

_ T.F.O. 1 Chase; DENNIS GAUDRY 
RO. Protection Penticton from F.A. 4;
TOM LACEY.- RO. Protection Merritt
from F.A. 4; CHUCK BUCHANAN 
Supp. Svs. Super. Cl. 6 Merritt from
Const. Ace. Smithers; KEN GROZIER 
F.A. 4 Merritt from F.A. 4 Hope; BILL
STRODL - F.A. 4 Merritt from For. 1
HQ aux.; KIM CLARK - Field Off.
Super. T.F.O. 1 Lillooet from F.A. 4
Lower Post.

• • •
Nelson Region
WALLY PENNER - Tech. 2 HQ;
MURIEL CUMBERLAND - Cl. 3 HQ,
from Health, Victoria; RON KASSIAN
- T.F.o.. 1 Invermere; BRIAN
GULLIFORD, F.A. 4 Golden; SHANE
BOWDEN - RO. Timber, Revelstoke;
ANDY LITTLE - F.A. 4 Revelstoke;
DIARMUID GORSUCH - Tech. 2 In
,vermere; RON TAPHORN - Tech. 2
Golden; JOHN MCKINNON - L.S.O. 2
Invermere; GORDON KEIR - Res. Off.

T.F.O. 3 Protection, Boundary; ROB
GAY - Res. Off. T.F.O. 3 Protection,
Kootenay Lake; LES QUICK - F.A. '4
Invermere; DON EMBDRY - Res. Off.
Timber, Cranbrook; AL BARCLAY 
F.A. 4 Grand Forks; KEN HALSEY 
Tech. 2 Castlegar; DAVE SMITH 
Supp. Svs. ~uper. Cl. 6 Kootenay Lake.

• • •
Prince George Region
CARLEEN BUSSELL,- T.A. 3 HQ from
T.A. 2 aux; WARREN BURKINSHAW
- F.A: 4 P.G. West from F.A. 4
Vanderhoof; MARK TASSELL - F.A. 4
P.G. East from F.A. 3 aux.; ANDY LIT
TLE - T.F.O. 1 Inventory Fort St. James
from F.A. 4; DANNY MORRIS - Tech.
1 . P.G. from -aux.; BRENDA
JOHNSTON - Cl. 4 Mackenzie from
O.A: 2; BONNIE ELLIOTT - Cl. 4
Vanderhoof from Cl. 3; JUNE MOHR
O.A. 2 HQ from aux.; FRED TURNER
- For. Crew Co-ord. T.F.O. 1P.G. East
from T.F.O. 1 Planning HQ; RICH
BARRETT - L.S.O. 3 Planning HQ from
L.S.O. 2 Tbr. Mgnt.; LES HAWKINS
App. Off. Ops. L.S.O. 2 Valuation HQ
from F.A. 3 Fort St. James; LYLA
ZETKA - Accts. Pay. Super. Cl. 5 HQ
from Cl. 4; ROGE;R WILTSIE - Res.
Off. T.F.O. 3 Protection McBride from
F.A. 4; JOHN REID - Res. Off. T.F.O. 3 .
Protection Fort St. James from T.F.O.
1; DOUG SWAFFIELD - Res. Off.
T.F.O. 3 Protection Dawson Creek
from F.A. 4; KEITH MONROE - Field
Off. Super. T.F.O. 1 Hixon from F.A. 4
Fort Nelson; MIKE BRUHM - Stand
Tend. Co-oid. HQ from 100 Mile
House; ORLIN ERICKSON - For. Crew
Co-ord. T.F.O. I·P.G. East from T.F.O.
1 Inv.entory HQ.

• • •
Prince Rupert Region
RAYMOND BECK - Off. Scaler Bella
Coola from aux; WILLIAM DAVID
SON - Res. Off. T.F.O. 3 Protection
Burns .Lake from Prince George; RON
GORLEY - Res. Off. Protection Bulkley
from F.A. 4; MARK LAFOREST - F.A.
4 Kalum from F.A. 2-4; PAUL
PERKINS - F.A. 4 Kalum from F.A. 2-3;
RUTH MILNE - Cl. Steno. 4 HQ from
Cl. Steno. 3 Lands, Parks & Housing;
GARY MILTENBERGER - F.A. 4 Mid
Coast from F.A. 2 Bella Coola; TED
NASH - T.F.O. 3 Silviculture Smithers
from F.A. 4 Kalum; BOB MURRAY 
Res. Off. Inventory Houston from F.A.
4; HERB POLLARD - Off. Scaler
Houston; ELLEN SCOTT - T.A. 1

Houston from O.A. 1; LINDA
WILSON - For. Agrol. 2 Bulkley from
For. Agrol. 1 Smithers; NICK POWEL'L
- F.A. 4 North Coast from F.A. 2-3; G.
APPERLOO - Res. Off.- Engineering
HQ from Highways; D. VARNER 
Tech. 2 Kalum from Highways; BOB
CHILDS - F.AA Maurice from Res.
Off. T.F.O. 1 Recreation; JOHN AR
MITAGE - T.F.O. 1 Kassiar from
Kamloops; J-DOUBT - Tbr. Co-ord.
Small Business L.S.O. 2 HQ; GERALD
GRANT - L.S.O. 3 from Lands, Parks & .
Housing.

• • •
Vancouver Region
.LARRY MICHELSON - F.A. 4 Gold
River from F.A: 4 Duncan; MICHAEL
BERRYMAN - F.A. 4 Duncan from
aux.; LEN BLACKSTOCK - F.A. 4
Chilliwack from F.A. 2; JOHN COLES
- F.A. 4 Chilliwack from F.A. 2;
DEREK WILKINSON - F.A. 4
Squamish from F.A. 2 Chilliwack;
PAUL LARSEN - T.F.O. 1 Gold River
from T.F.O. 1 Bella Coola; TERRY
SUMMERS - T.F.O. 1 Campbell River
from F.A. 4; TERRY PRESTON 
T.F.O. 1 Campbell River from aux.;
BARBI MARCONATO - O.A. 2 HQ.
from O.A. 1; JESSIE ROBERTS - O.A. 2
HQ from O.A. 1; ROSE'TOMEN - O.A.
2. New; LYNN WATERS- Cl. 4 Sechelt
from Cl. 3; PAUL HARPER - Cl. 4
Squamish from Stock. 3 HQ; JANET
PATTENDENT - Cl. Steno. 3 Duncan .
from O.A. 2; JACK KOUWENHOVEN
- T.F.O. 3 Maple Ridge from T.F.O. 1
Chilliwack; DAN POWELL - T.F.O. 1
Port Alberni from F.A. 4; BARRY
MILLER - T.F.O. 1 Duncan from F.A. 4
Port McNeill; BOB CARTER - T.F.O. 1
Maple Ridge from aux.; NIGEL MAR
TIN - Audit Ace. 3 from Finance, Bur
naby.

• • •
Victoria Headquarters.
VIVIAN ESPLEN - Cl. 6 Financial from
Transportation & Highways; SHEILA
OLSON - T.A. 2 Timb. Mgnt. from
aux.; ZSOLT BIGE' - Design Off.
Engineering. New; BOB CURRELL 
Seed Orchard Proj. Off. Silviculture
from aux.; VICTOR BARTRAM - Seed
Prod. Plan. Off. Silviculture from aux.;
INSHA KHAN - For. 2 Silviculture
from aux~; ALAN FRY - For. 3 Strat.
Studies from Environment; BRUCE
MCINTYRE - For. 2 Strat. Studies from
Aux.; FRANCES LAMONT - Cl. 3
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Strat. Studies from C.S. 3; JULIUS
JUHASZ - Dir. Timb. Mgnt. from For.
5 Valuation; IAN BRITT - Equip. Dev.
Off. Engineering. New; SALIH CINAR
c Timb. Mgnt. Off." Timb. Mgnt. from
Treefarm Woodlot Off.; WILFORD
BERG - T.F.O. 3 Silviculture from
T.F.O. 1; HI-CHON KIM - For. 2 In
ventory from For. 1; CYNDY KERN 
Emp. ReI. Off. Personnel from P.O.;
PETER CASTLEY - Prop. Neg. 2
Engineering from F.A. 4; RAYMOND
LEDUC ~ Dep. Data Mgnt. Inventory
from F.A. 2 aux.; ALFRED KIVARI 
Site Eval. Co-ord. Inventory from aux.;
KEES VAN DOESBURG - Org. &
Class. Off. Personnel from aux.;
LAURA REICHAJ:{T - O.A. 2 Systems
Svs.frm aux.; TIMOTHY CROWDER
F.A. 4 Silvic.ulture from aux.; STUART
COX - T.A. 4 Inventory from Lands,
Parks & Housing; NORMAN
CHADSEY - T.F.O. 1 Silviculture from
aux.; PEGGY MORDEN- K.P.O. 3 In
ventory, lateral; JACQUES LECLAIR 
Pers. Svs. Co-ord. -Personnel. New;
ANNE BOUMAN - Cl. Steno. 3 Timb.
Mgnt. from O.A. 2; ALlSON BACON 
O.A. 2 Strat. Studies from Health;
MARINA ROGGEVEEN - O.A. 2 Per
sonnel from aux.; CATHY PRAUD 
Cl. 4 Personnel from Cl. 3; BON
KWOK LEE - Tech. 1 Inventory from
T.A. 4; KENNETH BLAGBORNE 
Tech. 1 Inventory from T.A. 4;
DUANE MUlR - O.A. 2 Timb. Mgnt.
from aux.; ANN CUMMINGS - O.A. 2
Timb. Mgnt. New; CAROL CHAN 
O.A. 2 Timb. Mgnt. New; JOANNE
ANDERTON - Cl. 3·Timb. Mgnt. from
O.A. 2; RONALD KOSTIUK - O.A. 1
Silviculture. New; JO-ANN
GALLAGHER - D.P.O. 4 Systems.
New; VALERIE HUNTER - C.S. 3
Strat. Studies from O.A. 2; THOMAS
NEIMANN - Econ. 2 Strat. Studies.
New; JOHN EASTWOOD - Cl. 3 In
ventory from O.A. 1; THOMAS HAR
VIE - T.F.O. 1 Silviculture from F.A. 4;
GRANT CHAN - T.A. 4 Inventory.
New; WILLIAM UNWIN - T.A. ~ In
ventory from aux.; GANNANG THOM
- T.A. 4 Inventory from T.A. 1;
LUCILLE GAUDET - Quality Cont.
Tech. F.A. 4 Silviculture from aux.;
ROBERT HUDSON - T.F.O. 3
Silviculture from T.F.O. 1; VERLAINE
MURPHY - F.A. 4 Silviculture from
F.A. 2; COLIN GODFREY - Admin.
Off. 3 Financial from aux.; IAN
CAIRNS - F.A. 3 Research from aux.;
CAMERON YOUNG - P.LO. 2 Infor
mation from aux.; TOM LESTER - For.
Ag. 4 Range. New; HANK DOERKSON
- Dir. Protection. from Mgr. Fire Supp.;
WENDY BERGERUD - R.O. 3
Research from Environment; DAVID

.SUTHERLAND - Stock 3 F.S.M.D.
Tech. Svs. Reinstated; DAVID RAN
SON - Mgr. Off. Tech. Systems Svs.
from Human Resources; DEBBIE
DOWNMAN - O.A.· 2 Engineering
from aux.; KEN NELSON - Tech. 3
Engineering from Mgr. Lrg. Proj.;
SAMUEL LAM - Eng. 2· Engineering.
New; ROBERT CHAPMAN - Audit
Ace. 3 Valuation from aux.; VICTOR
DOVE - App. Fld. For. For. 3 Valuation
from aux.; JAKE BANKY - P.LO. 2 In
formation. New.; FRANK MARION 
Stock 6 Tech. Svs. New; ALLEN
LACHARlETY - Stock 4 Legal & Ad
min. from Education; ANDREA
YOUNG - O.A. 2 Engineering from
O.A. 2 Personnel; DAVID SAQUI 
O.A. 1 Legal & Admin. from aux.; JIM
SLOAN - O.A. 2 Legal & Admin. from
O.A. 1; MARLENE EDDY - O.A. 2 Pro
tection from aux.; R Davis - Foreman
F.S.M.D. Tech. Svs. from Gen.
Tradesman.
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Ugly Gosling Gone For' Good

Awc'MON, GIVE A LITTLE! Wild cow milking was just one of seven zany
events at Boundary Forest District's Rock Creek Rodeo. The idea is to
lasso the critter, hang on to it and coax a little milk into the beer bottle.
Kelly Harpur and milker Larry Folvik seem to be having fun. From this
angle it's hard to tell if the cow is enjoying it..

Forest Flicks

If you have questions about the
service, this is where you get the
answers.
The ShopTalk department will attempt
to give you the lowdown on issues in
volving work and the work-place.
Your queries will be directed to the
people most qualified to deal with
them, and we will print the answers.
From time to Jime, ShopTalk will ex
amine in depth various matters that
have a direct bearing on Forest Service
staff and their careers. Address your
questions to:

ShopTalk
Forestaff
Information Services Branch
1450 Government Street
Vicotria, RC.
V8W 3E7

ShopTalk

\

Two· new films, one about backlog
reforestation and the other on tree im
provement, have been produced. and
released by the Ministry of Forests.
They are being shown in schools, on
cable television and elsewhere. .

A half-hour film, "Seeds for Tomor
row's Forests," tells how better trees
are being "built" and the forests of the
future improved through the efforts of

. British Columbia's seed orchards. It
describes the fascinating process that
begins with a sharpshooter blasting
twigs from the tops of plus trees and
ends with an orchard of improved
trees producing genetically superior
seed.

"Reforestation - Catching Up," a
IS-minute production, examines the
Forest Service's efforts to clear and
plant the 1.8 million hectares of land in
British Columbia designated NSR 
not satisfactorily restocked:

Only the hapless Gus was left. Feel
ing just terrible about it, the Rapattack
boys took him home to raise as a pet.

Unfortunately Gus turned out to be
as un-nice as he was unlucky.

He turned out to be as evil
tempered, nasty and ugly as any
Canada goose on record. Worse, he
had a penchant for leaving, uh,
deposits, just about everywhere, Gus
was cordially detested.

And then he disappeared. Did a ra
coon get him? Was the cook only kid
ding or was that Gus in the c;:hicken
stew? Is Gus butied in an unmarked
grave in the vegetable patch?

All we know for sure is there will be
no picture of Gus getting his final cud
dle in this or any other paper.

Every summer there's an orphaned
baby moose.or bear or something that a
Forest Service crew rescues and ra,ises
for a while. Right?

And usually at the end of the sum
mer there iS,a photo in the local paper 
showing cute little Rodney the Rat-
tlesnake or Wilma the Wolverine.

Well summer's over and we want to
know what happened to Gus the
Goose.

Gus was still a gosling when'
members of the Salmon Arm Rapat
tack crew, on a kayaking expedition,
accidentally flushed his family into the
open river. Gus' brothers and sisters
met their doom w.Q.en they were swept
over a waterfall. Mama Goose headed
for parts unknown.

Registration of pesticides, their
regulation, and their use in forest pest
management has been assigned to a
new member of what pest manage
ment chief Bob DeBoo calls "the best
provincial-level pest management staff
in the country."

John Henigman, who until recently
was in charge of pesticide use for the
Ministry of Environment's Fish and
Wildlife Branch, where he worked
-closely with forestry personnel, joins
the Protection Branch as Staff
Specialist, Pest Control Agents.

Prior to his employment in govern
ment, Mr. Henigman worked for a
Vancouver-based consulting firm,
managing biting-fly control programs
in many areas of British Columbia and
the Yukon.

Heis the latest addition to the pest
management section, which was
established just one year ago with the
appointment of manager Bob DeBoo
and forest entomologist Peter Hall. Un
til their appointments, pest manage
ment w~s single-handedly_supervised.
by Victoria-based forester Mike Finnis.

The section's creation reflects the
ministry's commitment to significantly
reducing timber losses through an ef
fective pest identification and control
program.

The program is now coming up to
speed with Dr. DeBoo, Mr. Finnis, Mr:
Henigman and entomologist Hall on
the job and a forest pathologist soon to
be appointed.

Says forester Finnis: "Approximate
ly three years ago, our analysis pointed
out that we were going to have this
'falldown effect' in various TSAs at
some time in the future.

"By improving pest management,
we can reduce our pest losses, which
are equal to nearly 20 per cent of our
cut"

Henigman Joins
Anti-Pest T.eam·

-

,The name of this publication was
chosen by applying the techniques of
good forest management. We used a lot
of liquid fertilizer, planted an awful lot
of possibilities and then weeded them
out unmercifully.

By actual count, 739 names were
proposed. About half of them were
discarded immediately for reasons of
obscenity. Among the others. . . .

The Borer was rejected because it
might be too close to the truth. So
meone else was' already using The
WatChtower. There was only limited
support for The Gay Forester. Even the
birdwatchers among us didn't like
ForesTurkey or SilviVulture. Just as
well.

Backers of The Godforester made us
an offer, but we refused it. Foiestlnk
was turned down because it could be
misconstrued. Mother Moose News
was a little too avant garde. The
Knothole..had unfortunate connota
tions, ForeStory sounded too hist0rical,
ForesTickle too friendly and ForesTwit
too British.

A lot of names like The Slash, The
Snag, The Stump and The Log Jam
came up but were promptly put.down.
Good thinking there.

In the end only one name was left.
Forestaff. You'd better like it.

The B.C. Forest Service has more
than 7,000 full-time and auxiliary
employees. That's a lot of people. With
our farnilies we must a<jd up to
something around 20,000 '-. the
equivalent of a substantial city, about
the size of Vernon.

Every community of that size needs
a paper. Our community is spread

.across the province, so we need' one
even more.

This is a publication about and for
Forest Service people, but it doesn't
stop there. Employees of any large
organization, such· as this one, are
vitally interested in news that affects
their work. They need information in
order to function happily and effective
ly.

Forestaff's aim is to report clearly

and objectively on matters of interest
to members of the service. We will
discuss changes in the work place,
plans and policies, personalities and
opinions. We will keep you up to date
on forestry-related developments both
inside and outside the ministry.

It is our hope that Forestaff will
function as a true community paper for
the Forest Service. Make it· your
forum, your communications pipeline,
your source of community informa
tion.

Forestaff is the latest incarnation of
a service newspaper that first appeared
back ip. 1922, named Root and Branch.
At that time we were called the Forest
Branch and the staff numbered 218
full-time employees with another 200
temporaries taken on during the fire
season.

Root and Branch fizzled out some
time in the late 1920s but was resur
rected as the Forest Branch Newsletter
in 1935. That publication described
itself in this way:

"An entirely unofficial budget of
news, nonsense and opinion compiled
from time to time for the profit, amuse
ment and annoyance of the staff."

In 1946, the name was changed to
the Forest Service Newsletter. It con
tinued to appear regularly, and then
not so regularly, until 1960 when it
disappeared entirely.

Seventeen years later, in 1977, the
Forest Service Newsletter reappeared
and the following year the name
changed again, to Forest Service News.

The last issue under that name was
published in February. With the retire-'
ment of editor Ray Wormald. Forest
Service News joined its predecessors in
that Great Filing Cabinet in the Sky.
(On the other hand, Ray, far from be
ing filed away, plans to establish a
freelance public relations firm in Vie,
toria.)

Anyhow, here we are again, with a
new·name, a new look, a fresh start
and 'with every intention of informing,
amusing and annoying you on a mon
thly basis.
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Family Album
Pieces of the dusty past unearthed by
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The editor explains why a rose by any
\ other name would smell.
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It Felt'So Good, H,e Did It Twice!
.Tom Watson, skipper of the Forest Service supply barge Forest Transporter, completed the

lO-kilometre Terry Fox Run at Richmond in a brisk 47 minutes. Then, to raise a few more bucks
for the fight against cancer, he promptly did it again, completing his second run in 52 minutes. Not
bad for a. one-eyed 52-year-old who spends most of his time at sea. Tom raised more than $3,000
by his efforts, much of it pledged by ministry headquarters and Vancouver region personnel. How
does he do it? When he's on the briny, he stays in shape jogging around the deck of his vessel.
When he pulls into land, he's into his track shoes and off down the nearest logging road. And
when he's running seriously, he sticks close to a pretty girl.' .

manager Tony Robinson,' K.G.
Boyd, executive vice-president of
Pacific Forest Products, J.E.
Brown, chief forester for Finlay
Forest Industries, Vernon-area
rancher E.T. Osborn and Van
couver environmentalist Dr.
Terry Simmons.

•
The levy in lieu of mimufactur

ing, iplposed on log exports, went
up about 20 per cent Oct. 1. It had
been unchanged since 1974.

•
B.C. sawmills could face hefty

tariffs on their exports to the V.S.
if the Ronald Reagan administra
tion decides such a move is
necessary to protect the ailing
Pacific Northwest forest industry.
A recent study shows Canadian
imports accounted for 32 per cent
of V.S. consumption in the first
five months of 1981.

•
F'ederal Environment Minister

John Roberts and Chinese
Forestry Minister YongWen Tao
have signed a memorandum of
understanding in Peking, prepar
ing the way for scientific and
technical exchanges between the
two countries in the field of
forestry.

•

•

Long-term grazing leases have
been introduced to meet ranchers'
concerns over security of their
operations.. Only those ranchers
already holding leases will qualify
for the new, 21-year leaseholds.

•

Widespread bark beetle infesta
ti6ns in British' Columbia are the
target of a two-year, $11.4 million
'offensive now under way. Top
priority is being given to construc
ting access roads into beetle
infested areas, to open them up for
sanitation logging.

•

As a result of a change in the
Municipal Act, municipal bylaws
regulating or prohibiting the cut

.ting of trees are no longer valid.. '

STOKES back' in saddle.

Former Deputy Minister of
Forests John Stokes has been nam
ed chairman of the provincial ad
visory committee on the Small
Business Enterprise Program. He
retired thr~e years ago after 39
years with the Forest Service.

•

The Golden Spruce Nursery in
Terrace is the first forest nursery
in the province run entirely by
women. It was established by the
Terrace Women's Growth Centre
to provide training and employ
ment for women in the area, par
ticularly the, chronically
unemployed and ~hose re-entering
the work force.

•
The Forest Research Council of

B.C. has become operational with
the appointment of six directors
and establishment of a permanent
secretariat. Joiping chairman Dr.
Paul Trussell on the council are:
Assistant Deputy Minister Al Mac
Pherson, Kamloops regional

Ministry of Forests has agreed to
two safety measures. A study will
be carried out on the amount of
pesticide residue left on seedlings.
And each box of seedlings shipped
by nurseries will contain .detailed
lists of any pesticides applied.

•

I

. Forests Minister Tom
Waterland chainsawed a log in
two to open the ministry's $1.3
million Kalamalka Research Sta
tion and Seed Orchard at Vernon.
Also in the Okanagan, Premier Bill
Bennett planted a pine tree to of
ficially open Weyerhauser
Canada's $4.3 million Forest
Regeneration and Research Centre
ilear Armstrong.

•
Want to know a secret about the

planting of the billionth tree of the
provincial reforestation program
near Duncail? When the
ceremony was over and the'
crowds had departed, two more
"billionth trees" were planted
nearby, just in case the original
doesn't survive.

•
Logging truck drivers using

Forest Service roads will have to
keep to the right when rounding a
curve or encountering another
vehicle, under new regulations
now in effect. Eventually all
Forest Service roads and recrea
tion trails wIll be posted with signs
at entrances and intersectiops.

•

It's got a funny name, Vibration
White Finger, but there is nothing
funny about the occupational
disease rampant among loggers. A
Workers Compensation Board
preliminary study shows one out
of every two fallers suffers from
VWF, a circulatory ailment caused
by excessive chain saw vibration.
It produces temporary numbness
in the fingers as they slowly turn:--.
white, especially in cold weather,
and can lead to permanent
disability. The WCB is studying
the ailment.

•
Responding to the concerns of

tree planters over handling
pesticide-treated seedlings, the


