
Plan for Alignment of the Merritt TSA SFMP to the Revised CSA 
SFM Standard 

 
The Canadian Standards Association’s Sustainable Forest Management Standard (CAN/CSA 
Z809-08) standard remains current and relevant through an open, inclusive revision process that 
occurs roughly every five years.  The standard has just completed one of these revision cycles.   
 
Listed below are the two key changes to the CSA Standard that require the direct involvement of 
the advisory group: 
 
Core Indicators 
 
A set of 34 mandatory Core Indicators has been added under the Sustainable Forest 
Management (SFM) Elements to bring a level of consistency to SFM Plans developed under the 
standard.  These include indicators in areas such as: 
 
- Biological diversity (including sites of special biological significance, native species) 
- Species at risk 
- Maintenance of forest ecosystems and their resilience 
- Conservation of soil and water 
- Carbon uptake and storage 
- Forest land conversion 
- Timber and non-timber benefits 
- Sustainable communities 
- Aboriginal participation, rights, values, knowledge and uses; and 
- Public participation processes. 
 
Other indicators, as well as locally appropriate targets for all indicators, are still to be identified 
through the local public participation process. 
 
Discussion Items 
 
Over 50 public consultation groups operate in CSA certified forests across Canada.  They 
participate at the local community level in the development and monitoring of CSA Sustainable 
Forest Management Plans and ongoing forestry discussions.  Often they participate in the 
development of various forestry plans required under provincial regulations as well.  This high 
degree of public involvement reflects the Canadian context the CSA standard was developed for, 
where 93% of the forests are publicly owned.   
 
Key topics that must be discussed during the public consultation process have been added for 
each of the Council of Canadian Forest Ministers’ (CCFM) criterion.  This becomes part of the two 
way education and exchange of information that occurs for each defined forest area.  A total of 27 
items have been identified as requiring discussion. 
 
For example topics to be discussed under CCFM Criterion 1 –Conservation of Biological Diversity 
must include: 

- Forest fragmentation and forest loss 
- Management in the context of natural disturbance regimes and the natural range of variation 
- Maintenance of populations and communities over time 
- Local and regional protected areas and integrated landscape management 
- Silvicultural practices (including harvesting) 
- Practices to limit the spread of invasive alien species 
- Gene pool of native seed stock (breeding program) 
- Management of cultural values and resources 



Next Steps? 
 
 
 
Approach 

• Need to fold the Merritt and Lillooet SFM Plans into the completed Kamloops Plan 
(one plan approach) to meet requirements of the new standard 

• Opportunity to look at existing SFM Plan values, indicators and targets of the two 
plans and how they fit with Core indicators and targets used in the Kamloops Plan 

• Retain the strengths and uniqueness of the existing Plans wherever possible for 
requirements around indicators and discussion items  

 
Work items 

• ToR review/adjustment 
• Discussion items (netted down list of topics not previously covered) 
• Core indicators and targets (use of existing indicators/targets)  
• Values and Objectives (make sure they still align) 
• Strategies, Forecasting and Monitoring (prepare these outside of meetings and cycle 

back to the group for final approval) 
• Plan re-write 

 
Suggested approach (prior to initial working meeting) 

• Prepare a reference binder of information 
o New CSA Z809-02 standard 
o List of discussion items, 1-2 page summaries where available, 

identification of those the Merritt PAG needs to review 
o Table showing all core indicators – compare with existing Merritt plan 

indicators: those that align, those needing modification and those that 
are new. 

o Suggested targets for new or modified indicators, heavy reliance on 
Kamloops Plan 

o Identification of any areas where existing values do not seem to align 
with new indicators and targets. 

• Schedule series of meetings to cover off the work items 
o Estimate six meetings 
o Seeking completion by June 30. Failing that, breaking for summer and 

completion of meetings in early fall.  SFM Plan would be ready for start 
of 2011. 

 
 
 
More information on the CSA Standard can be found at the CSA User Group’s website: 
http://www.csasfmforests.ca 

http://www.csasfmforests.ca/
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