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The Isaiah Creek group selection project is a long-term silvicultural systems project that 
is being established over a five-year period, from 2006/07 to 2010/11.  This report 
describes activities that took place during 2008/09.  Details are provided in the 
Establishment Report, which is currently near completion and will be available in April 
2009. 
 
Field activities 
 
Regeneration monitoring plots were established in June/July 2008, in conjunction with 
tree planting.  Forty-five regeneration plots were laid out in group-selection openings, 15 
in the clearcut, and 14 along skid trails in the single-tree selection unit.  A prework 
meeting was held with the planters to explain the special requirements for planting in the 
research areas.  The planting was monitored for quality assurance, and some replanting 
was undertaken to ensure that the correct number of seedlings of each species was 
planted in each plot.  Planted seedlings, residual trees, and advance regeneration in the 
plots were tagged and measured. 
 
Ninety-four vegetation plots were established – 45 in the group selection area, 15 in the 
clearcut, 7 in the single-tree selection area, and 9 in the unlogged control area.  Initial 
vegetation measurements were recorded. 
 
Litterfall was collected from 80 litterfall traps (40 in the group selection area, and 40 in 
the unlogged control area) in June and again in late September.  After the fall litterfall 
collection, the traps were removed from the study area. 
 
Some coarse woody debris transects had not been measured in 2007 because the slash 
piles had not yet been burned.  These transects were reestablished, if necessary, and 
remeasured in June 2008. 
 
Treefall transects were remeasured in September 2008. 
 
Eight visibility transects – 4 in the group selection area, and 4 in the unlogged control 
area -- were established in September 2008, and the baseline post-harvest visibility 
assessments were recorded. 
 
Laboratory and office activities 
 
Litterfall samples from winter 2007/08 and summer 2008 were sorted into components 
and weighed by student assistants.  At time of writing (20 March 2009), this work is near 
completion. 
 
All data sets that had not previously been entered were entered and compiled, and data 
summaries of pre-harvest and immediate post-harvest conditions were prepared.  An 
Establishment Report was prepared.  This report is intended as a stand-alone document 
that describes the rationale for the project, the study area, the treatments, the layout of the 
research installations, methods for data collection and analysis, preliminary results, and 



monitoring plans.  It includes details of baseline conditions, plot locations, marking 
procedures, and data collection that will be needed by researchers in the future. 
 
Extension activities 
 
A poster describing the Isaiah Creek project was presented at the Inland Rainforest 
Conference held in Prince George in May 2008. 
 
A webpage describing the project has been posted on UNBC’s Northern Wetbelt Forests 
of British Columbia website: http://wetbelt.unbc.ca/featured-06.htm.  An extension note 
will be posted to that website once peer review is complete. 
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