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Notes on meeting 

 

There were a series of meeting in the beginning of the project field work. The purpose 

was to get to know the community and build relationship with them, discuss about the 

research and get their needs on board, apart from doing the pre-data collection work.  

 

The first meeting took place at the band office in Sliammon First Nation in May 2007. 

Prior to this, permission with the Chief and council had been sought and a brief about the 

research proposed was sent to them. This meeting was attended by our entire team from 

University of British Columbia, the Chief and three council members (working in their 

Forestry and land use department) and members from the SFN treaty office.  

 

We discussed the project and described how we were thinking of going about it. The 

members were quite enthused with the project and wanted to know how it could benefit 

them. Apart from the information that the First Nation would receive, it was decided that 

there would be at least one member of the Sliammon First Nation who would get a job in 

the project. The tools that would be developed during the research would also be given to 

the SFN. They would be able to use the tool as per their requirement in future. 

 

To help with the study, the SFN shared the eight years of their research done in the 

community. This was used as a basis for formulating the statements for use in the study 

and helped form the concourse for the statements to be developed for the Q-sort. The 

statements thus all came from the community. 
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Meeting at Vancouver: 

We were invited to attend the Annual General Body meeting of the SFN held in 

Vancouver. This is held for the members living in and around Vancouver, forming most 

of the off-reserve members. Approximately 20 members attended apart from the Band 

Manager, members from the Forestry office at SFN, and the Chief and Council members. 

Apart from attending to the general meeting and meeting with the other band members, 

we introduced the research study to the members and explained what the research was 

about. It helped in building relationship with potential respondents apart from appraising 

the community living out of the reserve about the research that we were planning to 

conduct. It gave an opportunity for the members to ask questions about the research and 

give their inputs and suggestions. The members were interested in what the results would 

be and were keen for the research to take place.  

 

Pilot test  

The statements were selected and sorted and then pre-tested in the field before 

finalization. The Sliammon Chief, Walter Paul, and the council members met with us and 

offered assistance for conducting the research. They helped in pre-testing the statements 

for the interviews. 

 

During the time, we also conducted meetings with the Chief, council members and elders 

to discuss the statements and how the research would be conducted, what outcomes 

would ensue and how it would be useful to the SFN.  

 

For collecting the on-reserve data, we were very kindly offered an office space in the 

Forestry building where the respondents were able to contact us and come for the 

interviews. At times the respondents preferred to meet the team at their homes at a time 

convenient for them. The team was made welcome by the band and invited to the social 

get-togethers, helping the process of building a good relationship with the band 

members.   
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Final meetings: 

To discuss the results after the analysis, two meetings were held. In the first meeting, 

very preliminary findings were discussed. The members were able to give an idea about 

what kind of analysis would be most useful for the SFN. It also gave insights about 

explanations to the various patterns that were emerging. In the second meeting, a more 

robust level of findings was presented. The members present discussed on how these 

results would be used and further insights on the patterns emerging were discussed. 

Recently, the SFN has put in place a set of research protocols after other research studies 

that have been taking place in their community. The reporting thus would need to follow 

these set of protocols.  

 

Results of the meetings: 

 

The series of meetings helped the research take shape, form the tools for data collection 

and helped in organising the logistics of the research. Due to these, the band office was 

extremely cooperative in contacting the members and encouraging them to participate in 

the data collection, within the BREB guidelines for conducting the research. It also 

helped in making sure that all the protocols were followed.  

 

It was critical for pre-testing the tools of data collection and taking on board the 

requirements of the SFN. We were able to tailor the results from the data collected to 

make it useful for the SFN.  


