
Project # Y092271. Evaluating the Ecological, Economic, and Social Trade-Offs of 

Managing for Valued Plants and Other Non-Timber Forest Products. 

This project is intended (a) to devise clear and cost effective methods which could inform 

industry how to manage for understorey plants valued by First Nations, and to identify 

indicators which could allow them to measure their success in doing so; (b) to calculate 

the costs and benefits for industry and First Nations of taking such management actions, 

first in purely financial terms, and second in broader terms which take into account the 

value placed upon these species and their use by First Nations; (c) to provide information 

which can help focus First Nations and government on ways to resolve their different 

approaches to suppression of catastrophic fire, on the one hand, and silviculture 

treatments on the other.  Between June 2007 and March 2010, three management 

treatments and a control are being sampled and compared for the abundance and health of 

valued plants: wildfire-burned, salvage-logged, and 30% replanted; wildfire-burned and 

unlogged; clear-cut and replanted; and an unlogged/unburned control. The fourth 

treatment originally planned was a partial retention cut (20 stems/ha) followed by a light 

applied burn. Problems first with weather and then with log market prices prevented this 

management treatment from occurring; we will estimate what costs and benefits would 

have been in a more favourable environment.  Elders visit and comment on the health and 

abundance of plants and their habitat in the four treatment areas, some of which mimic 

aspects of aboriginal burning practices. An economist assists in considering trade-offs 

between the ecological, economic, and social values supported in each scenario. The 

Montane Spruce dry mild variant (MSdm) ecosystem in the Southern Interior at mid-

elevations provides an excellent site for this analysis because of its suitability both for 

timber harvesting and for the proliferation of valued plants.  Contact Evelyn Pinkerton 

epinkert@sfu.ca.  
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