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6th North American Forest Ecology Workshop 

From Science to Sustainability:  
Knowing, Understanding, and Applying
by Tina Schivatcheva, Contributing Writer

On June 18–20, 2007 an international forum—
the 6th North American Forest Ecology Work-

shop (NAFEW)—brought together forest scientists, 
practitioners, and students from across North 
America to discuss major forest ecology research 
topics and professional issues.  

This diverse group of 315 participants was hosted 
by the Faculty of Forestry at the University of 

British Columbia.  The title and theme of NAFEW, 
“From Science to Sustainability: Knowing, Un-
derstanding, and Applying,” reflected the im-
portant role of inductively based knowledge 
and deductively based understanding of forest 

ecosystems in the stewardship and sustainable 
management of temperate, boreal, and tropi-

cal forests in North America.  Plenary and 
poster sessions covered these 
themes as they apply to North 
American forest ecosystems.

To allow participants to share 
and discuss the results of their 

work, there were 45 concurrent 
sessions made up of voluntary 
papers.  Each session had three to 

five presentations.  Concurrent 
sessions were organized 
based on the three themes 
of the conference: (a) 

Knowing and Understanding, (b) Prediction, and (c) 
Application of Ecological Knowledge.  

The conference attendees discussed a variety of 
existing and emerging theoretical and practical 
forest ecology perspectives, such as climate change 
and future forest ecosystems, natural disturbances, 
carbon and nutrient cycling, ecological classifica-
tion, ecosystem restoration and recovery, ecological 
modelling, and silviculture. Several panels made 
up of academics, as well as representatives from 
government agencies and the forest industry, pre-
sented their views on barriers to applying ecologi-
cal research in the practice of sustainable forest 
management and on identifying priority needs.

 The first day saw scientists from across the conti-
nent and outside North America, and aboriginal 
representatives, make keynote presentations. These 
presentations provided a synergistic overview of 
a broad spectrum of ideas about the nature and 

source of ecological knowledge, and its applica-
tion in forest management. Following the keynote 
speakers, there were 10 concurrent sessions cover-
ing a diverse array of research topics:

• Forest Recovery after Mountain Pine Beetle 
• Biogeochemistry
• Competition and Regeneration Ecology
• Indicator Species
• Natural Disturbance
• Management of Deadwood in British Columbia
• Biogeochemistry and Soils
• Competition and Regeneration Ecology
• Ecological Classification
• Natural Disturbance

During the second day of the workshop, there were 
24 concurrent sessions with presentations empha-
sizing the importance of applied science. Topics 
included:

• Ecology of Fire in the Klamath–Siskiyou region 
of Oregon and California

• Applying Ecological Resilience Concepts to 
Sustainable Forest Management

• Competition and Regeneration Ecology
• Gap Ecology
• Natural Disturbance
• Carbon Cycling
• Structural Diversity
• Silviculture and Silvicultural Systems
• Riparian Zone Ecology
• Roots and Mycorrhizae
• Large Woody Material
• Complexity in Modelling: How much is 

enough?
• Riparian Zone Ecology
• Climate Change and Dendroclimatology
• Ecoinformatics 
• Quantifying and Simulating Interactions be-

tween Forest Management and Carbon Dynam-
ics in Forest Ecosystems

• Succession
• Alien Invasions
• Ecosystem-based Management

The evening of the second day was dedicated to 
a public lecture and to a public discussion of the 
future of forest ecosystems in Australia and British 
Columbia in the face of climate change.

     from 
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             to 
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The last day of NAFEW provided a forum for 11 
concurrent sessions on the following topics:

• Non-timber Forest Resources: Compatible Man-
agement and Sustainability

• Inventory and Statistics
• Silviculture: Managing for Complexity
• Ecosystem-based Management
• The Role of Pre- and Post-Publication Com-

mentary in the Publication of Forest Ecology 
Research Findings

• Traditional Ecological Knowledge
• Modelling
• Integrated Land Management in a Changing 

World: Will We Ever Do What is Right?
• Ecosystem Restoration and Recovery
• What Do Practitioners Need from Scientists and 

Policy Makers To Do Their Job?

The event closed with presentations and panel 
discussion on the barriers to applying ecological re-
search to sustainable forest management. A panel 
of senior foresters and forest scientists outlined 
existing and emerging pathways from science to 
stewardship, giving consideration to certification 
and integration of ecological research into policy 

development, extension, and outreach. The pre-
sentations and the moderated panel discussions 
brought to the fore many important current issues, 
including the following: 

• the need to link traditional and scientific knowl-
edge in sustainable forest management;

• the need for stronger linkages between the 
academic and operational worlds; and

• the need for extension products and profes-
sional training.

The organizing committee of NAFEW 2007, with 
workshop chair Dr. Hamish Kimmins, program 
chair Dr. Phil Comeau, and Nicole Robinson as 
executive director, made every effort to welcome 
the NAFEW participants and presenters, and to 
facilitate an engaging and stimulating professional 
exchange.  Currently the committee is working on 
providing an on-line database of the workshop 
presentations and poster abstracts in the coming 
months. The abstract database will be accessible at: 
http://www.nafew2007.org/abstrct_dbase.html 

The next (7th) NAFEW will take place in Utah, in 2009.  
For more information on the event, visit: http://
www.nafew2007.org/index.html 

Please welcome the newest members of the 
FORREX family.

Gord Austin, our new Information Products and 
Services Assistant, has recently graduated from 
Thompson Rivers University with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in history and theatre. He brings experience 
and a passion for information management and 
sharing to the FORREX team. He hopes to use this 
passion to support our clients’ access to information. 

Based in Prince Rupert, Davide Cuzner is our new 
Forest Dynamics Extensionist. He is a Forest Pupil 
with the Association of BC Forest Professionals and 
has a Technical Engineering Degree in Structural & 
Chemical Engineering. Davide has over 15 years of 
combined forest inventory, research, and planning 
experience focussed on coastal ecosystem clas-
sification, growth and yield, timber supply review, 
wood properties, and end recovery analysis. As a 
forest consultant, Davide has been involved with 
strategic and landscape-level planning, spatial 
timber economic analyses and research project de-
velopment, forest policy review, and Forest Renewal 
BC/Forest Investment Account programs. Davide is 
currently pursuing his Masters in Forest Ecology. 

Lloyd Loveday joins FORREX as the Director of 
Operations. He maintains the integrity of FORREX fi-
nancial and human resource systems, and oversees 
general office administration. He provides general 
support to the CEO and FORREX Team in business 
planning, finance, and operations. He is the first 
point of contact for service contracts and human 
resource needs. 

Partnered with the Council of Forest Industries in 
Prince George, Jillian Merrick joins the FORREX 
team as the Mountain Pine Beetle Project Assistant. 
She brings a wealth of experience from a variety of 
research projects at the University of Northern Brit-
ish Columbia’s International Studies Department. 
A recent graduate with a degree in Economics and 
International Studies, Jillian is eager to expand 
her research experience into the field of natural 
resources. Jillian’s previous work with not-for-
profit societies has developed her keen interest in 
working with non-government organizations and 
charitable groups. Her future goals include further 
post-secondary education in natural resource eco-
nomics and community development.  

FORREX welcomes new team members

Next NAFEW conference to be held in Utah
. . . continued from page 28

Quick Links
Gord Austin 
Information Products 
and Services Assistant 
250-371-3923 
gord.austin@forrex.
org

David Cuzner 
Forest Dynamics 
Extentionist 
250-622-7202 
davide.cuzner 
@forrex.org

Lloyd Loveday 
Director of Operations 
250-828-4967 
lloyd.loveday@ 
forrex.org

Jillian Merrick 
Mountain Pine Beetle 
Project Assistant 
250-614-4353 
jillian.merrick@ 
forrex.org
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