
Executive Summary 
 

Project: Y08 1108 
 
Title:  Does Fire Promote Regeneration and Growth of Western Redcedar? 
 
This is a three-year project, extending from 2007-’08 through the 2009 – ’10 fiscal years 
and is funded by FIA-FSP with additional support and in-kind contributions provided by 
the BC Ministry of Forests and Range .  This project will support the management of 
western redcedar (Thuja plicata) but improving understanding of how fire might 
influence regeneration and early growth of this species.  A suite of prospective sample 
stands were located in the first year of the project.  Sample stands will be sampled in the 
second year of the study and analysis and reporting will be conducted in the final year. 
 
Abundance and early growth of western redcedar will be compared in young stands (< 45 
years of age) between sites that burned, either through prescribed or wildfire, and those 
that were not burned.  We will:  a) locate even-aged stands up to 45 years old that  burned 
during the stem initiation phase and ecologically comparable (see below) stands of 
similar age that did not burn during the regeneration phase; b) sample these stands to 
quantify ecological conditions, any residual post-disturbance stand structure, absolute and 
relative amounts of cedar and non-cedar species of natural regeneration and their growth; 
and  c) compare the amount and growth of cedar and non-cedar natural regeneration on 
ecologically similar sites, while accounting for effects of residual stand structure. 
 
The study will focus on the western and northern portions of Vancouver Island, centred 
on wetter portions of the CWH BEC zone.  Our results will support management of 
western redcedar in wetter portions of the southern BC Coast. 
 
Contacts for this project include:  Rod Negrave (250 751 – 7160; 
roderick.negrave@gov.bc.ca ) and Ed Korpela (250 751 – 7063; 
Ed.J.Korpela@gov.bc.ca) with the Coast Forest Region, Ministry of Forests and Range. 
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