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Objectives 

The objective of this project was to permanently 
deactivate the Darling D300 road including a 
loop around the ridge top and a short spur.   
Evidence of instability along these roads 
indicated a high likelihood of a slope failure.  
This project was undertaken to midigate the 
hazard of a landslide event initiating from this 
road and transporting sediment into nearby river 
ecosystems.   
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Name of Watershed / Sub-basin, & Location 

The D300 roads are located on the west coast 
of Vancouver Island, approximately 10 km 
southeast of Bamfield.  They are within the 
Darling River basin, which is a small whatershed 
that drains directly to the Pacific Ocean. The 
Darling Watershed is approximately 80 km 
southwest of Port Alberni.  Access to this area 
can be gained by travelling southwest from Port 
Alberni on the Bamfield Road, then south onto 
the Klanawa Main Line, then south onto the 
Darling Main Line.  

Introduction 

The upper section of the D300 road was 
identified by as a high priority for road 
deactivation.  A field assessment of the upper 1 
km section of D300 road found evidence of 
potential hazard due to deep, ovesteepened fill 
slopes on steep terrain.  The upper section of 
D300, the ridge top loop and the D300A spur 
were recommended for permanent deactivation 
due to the potential hazards to downslope 
values, and because they currently do not 
provide access for future timber development. 

 

 

Project Plans and Prescriptions  

A field assessment of the upper section of the 
D300 road was carried out by Ostapowich 
Engineering Servise in March 2006.  

The proposed deactivation work included the 
removal of culverts and the construction of cross 
ditches to better manage cross slope runoff, and 
the removal of over steepened fills found on 
steep cross slopes below the roads.  

 
Description of Completed Work 

Work on the D300 roads began in mid October, 
2006 and was completed by the end of October.  
The roads were overgrown with alder requiring 
re-establishment of access.  Once access was 
re-established, some revisions were made to the 
deactivation prescription by Rick MacDonald, 
P.Eng.  The deactivation work was carried out 
as per the revised deactivation prescription 
developed for the sites. The work was 
completed with an EX270 Hitatchi Excavator. 
These roads were permanently de-built, with no 
vehicle access.  The total length of the D300, 
the D300(loop) and the D300A spur road that 
was deactivated was 1.3 km. 

The deactivation work was carried out by Star 
Contracting Ltd. from Port Alberni, BC.  
Intermittent inspections of the completed work 
were done by Rick MacDonald, P.Eng.  All 
exposed mineral soils were hand seeded and 
fertilized.  Vehicle access to these permanently 
deactivated roads was barricaded, with signage 
posted noting closure of road.   

Following deactivation, the landslide hazard for 
these roads was reduced to low level.  Works 
were carried out as per the FIA Activity 
Standards Document (version 5).  
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Cost Summary 

The work on this project was tendered.  The 
work was completed over a period of 
approximately 2 weeks of continuous shifts with 
several lost days due to weather.  One 
excavator was employed for 100% of the time 
and a swamper was also employed for 100% of 
the time.   

 

Total project cost: $25,984.73 plus GST 
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