
Kynoch Resources 
PO Box 160, Hagensborg BC, V0T 1H0 

P. 250.982.2298  F. 250.982.2145 
E. Info@kynochresources.com 

Ian Robertson 
Foresite Forest Management Specialists 
Suite 213, 1720 14th Ave. 
Campbell River BC 
V9W 8B9 
 
Re: Acquisition of Bella Coola Watershed Air Photos 
 
Dear Ian: 
 
As the primary consultant responsible for final implementation of the Bella Coola 
Watershed Conservation Society (BCWCS) recently completed Watershed  
Based Fish Sustainability Plan (WBFSP) Stage II Report – January 2007- 
(http://bellacoolawatershed.com/Report_Files/) I am providing the following Priority 
Objectives that were identified as benefiting from aerial photograph acquisition and 
interpretation. 

Priority Land Use Management Issues 
Five priority Land Use Management issues which would benefit from current 
aerial photographs, and which were identified in the WBFSP (Stage II) for the 
Bella Coola watershed include: 

1. Managing impacts of past forestry operations (hillside destabilization, alteration 
to natural hydrology patterns, decommissioning and maintenance of roads and 
riparian zone integrity)  

2. Potential impact of future forest operations (forestry management and practices 
to insure same problems do not occur again, pine beetle management and 
potential for large fires and resulting deforestation on plateau, private land 
logging where regulations are not the same)  

3. Potential impacts to fish and fish habitat associated with development within the 
watershed and estuary (i.e. power projects, industrial and agricultural 
development, resource extraction, recreational facilities, etc.) 

4. Road network and corridor impacts (bridges and culvert placement and 
maintenance, ditching, disruption of natural hydrology, habitat alienation, 
pollution from road maintenance and use)  

5. Flood management impacts (dike location and proximity to water course, 
management/maintenance of current dikes and necessity for bedload removal 
done on an emergency basis with no strategic plan for the future, ongoing need 
for bedload removal, water passage restriction)  

Fish Habitat  
Six (6) Priority Fish Habitat issues which would benefit from current aerial 
photographs, and which were identified in the WBFSP (Stage II) for the Bella 
Coola watershed include: 

1. Assessment of riparian function (cover, bank integrity, flows, water temperature, 
sedimentation, erosion, habitat complexity (LWD), introduction of beavers and 
resultant habitat impacts from dam placement) 

2. Traceable impacts of climate change (hydrology changes and subsequent 
reduction in available habitat for aquatic species, high and low water events)
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3. Sedimentation impacts (caused by human activity such as Snooka Creek, 

ongoing sediment introduction through natural clay bank erosion in Noosgulch 
River, Salloomt River and north side of Bella Coola near the airport, Talchako 
River glacial silt.) 

4. Bed load aggradation and removal and loss of natural stream function in the 
lower portions of Thorsen, Snootli and Nooklikonnik creeks. 

5. Loss of and reduction of off-channel and side channel habitat in lower valley 
(Nusatsum River down) (resulting in reduced flow in Hagensborg Creek, 
Hagensborg Slough and McLellan Creek and lack of access for salmonids) 

6. Impacts of human settlement (removal of riparian vegetation on small streams, 
land clearing, road building, drainage ditch and culvert placement and 
maintenance, bank and streambed degradation from cattle, pollution from 
fertilizer, pesticides and manure). 

Priority Data Gap Issues 
Data gaps were identified as a major concern throughout the WBFSP in each of 
the primary management/physical aspects of watershed panning (i.e., Fish 
Stocks, Fisheries Management, Land Use Management, and, Fish Habitat). 

 
I hope this information is helpful to you to demonstrate the importance of acquiring up-to-
date aerial photography of our watershed and shows the integral part of watershed 
management that air photos would play in a community driven Watershed Based Fish 
Sustainability Plan such as that undertaken by the BCWCS.  
 
It is also noteworthy that the BCWCS is a community driven non-profit society that makes 
its library and resource center accessible to the public. All air photos procured as art of 
this initiative would be available to the public, greatly increasing community value in this 
project.  
 
Should you require more information or need clarification on any information, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
 
Fraser Koroluk R.P. Bio. 
Kynoch Resources 
Bella Coola Valley 
250-982-2209 
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