
The main objectives for the Isobel project in 2006-07 were to: (1)  complete the 
collection and analysis of hemispheric photographs that can be used to quantify 
understory light conditions and which will be necessary to interpret vegetation results 
collected in 2007-09 on the site preparation, tree planting and bunchgrass transplanting 
areas, (2) collect  immediate post-treatment measurements for soil nutrients, downed 
wood and fuels for the prescribed fire areas that were burned early in 2006, (3) develop 
a case study landscape planning scenario that will serve as a synthesis of results 
collected at the Isobel and Opax sites, and which will demonstrate options and 
consequences of applying stand treatments, and (4) prepare for and host the 2006 
summer SISCO workshop that highlights stand treatment options for dry-belt IDF stands.   
 
Objective 1.  Ground level light conditions were established using hemispheric 
photography at the site preparation vegetation plot locations in the site preparation 
treatments in 2005-06.  These photographs were analyzed to quantify the understory 
light environment for the analysis of vegetation response to site preparation when those 
data are collected in 2007-09.  Hemispheric photos were collected at the 72 tree planting 
plots.  Nine or ten hemispheric photos per plot were chosen from 50 taken at different 
light exposures, for a total of approx. 650 photos, and analyzed to evaluate the 
competitive environment that seedlings are in.  All results have been error checked and 
entered into the Isobel database. 
 

Objective 2.  Immediate post-prescribed burning site preparation treatment 
measurements of soil nutrients, downed wood and fuels, and scorch height of fire were 
collected by Dr. M. Feller at UBC Forest Sciences and a preliminary report prepared. 
 

Objective 3.  Develop a case study application that illustrates the application of stand-
level management practices in a co-ordinated landscape plan to achieve desired 
conditions.  A preliminary, non-spatial analysis was developed and presented at the 
summer SISCO event held at the Isobel site in August 2006.  
 
Objective 4.  Host the 2006 summer SISCO workshop that highlights stand treatment 
options for dry-belt IDF stands.  The summer SISCO (Southern Interior Silvicultural 
COmmittee) workshop was held at the Isobel and Opax Mt. sites from 28 – 30 August 
and attended by 110 participants. 


