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British Columbia has a large diversity of edible berry species, many of which are 
important to wildlife, First Nations and recreational harvesters, with some being 
commercially valuable.  Many of these species were actively and passively managed by 
First Nations for millennia.  Prior to the onset of this project Siska community members 
raised concerns over what they observed is a decline in the abundance of key berry 
producing shrub species at lower elevations.  Despite the importance to wildlife and 
people, there is a scarcity of literature to be found on how to manage for these species.  In 
the interest of developing such guidelines, Siska Traditions Society, the BC Ministry of 
Forests and Range Research Branch and others are collaborating a project entitled 
‘Measuring Success in Managing for Saskatoon berries and other NTFPs’   This project, 
being managed by Siska Traditions, also includes an experiment focussed on the 
management of Saskatoon bushes that incorporates traditional knowledge and 
disturbance ecology, testing burning, pruning, and control treatments.  In its first year the 
site of the experiment (located in the Fraser River Canyon near Lytton, B.C.) was timber 
cruised, fuels and fire history assessed, oral history interviews completed, and the 
relevant literature reviewed.  Results to date show good agreement between field and oral 
data sources on the stand structure and fire history, and have provided a modern context 
for a number of Nlaka’pamux terms that refer to plant management.  Data from this 
project are being assembled into a consistent searchable format that includes fields such 
as aboriginal uses, commercial values, habitat relationships, and management 
considerations such as response to fire, palatability to wildlife, susceptibility to disease, 
competition, etc.  During 2007, guidelines will be written for the maintenance and 
enhancement of Saskatoon (Amelanchier alnifolia), blackcap (Rubus leucodermis), 
beaked hazelnut and (Corylus cornuta). The information being compiled is targeted to 
resource managers, including First Nations, foresters, agrologists, horticulturalists, and 
biologists. 
 


