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Introduction 
Hammond 22 and Hammond 22A roads were permanently deactivated in the fall of 2004 (FIA 
project 6334001).  A failure off this deactivation was observed early in 2006 and it was 
determined that slope stability might be improved and sediment transport reduced by planting 
conifers and applying grass seed along the length of the deactivation.   
 
Description of Completed Works 
 
The initial treatment area was based on an estimated road width of 13m.  The treatment area 
was calculated as 2.3 hectares, 10m width (to account for spacing of 3m from existing forested 
edge) x length of road deactivated (2600m – 300m not de-built and/or un-plantable).  The 
plantable width was actually 20 m along the entire length of the road and as a result there were 
insufficient amounts of planting stock and grass seeding supplies to complete the entire project. 

The area was planted with Fd 412B seedlings, seedlot 61251 at 1000 SPH (3.4m spacing).  The 
area planted was from the start of the deactivation at road station 2+625 to 1+230 where the 
next section of non-deactivated road began.  The non-deactivated area between 1+6500 and 
1+7500 was neither planted nor seeded.  The road section from 1+800 to 1+950 was estimated 
as containing 40-50% productive ground with the remainder to rocky to plant.  Planters worked 
the area well and were able to find approximately 800 SPH of plantable ground.  The slide was 
deemed un-plantable with all organic material removed to bedrock during the event.  The total 
length planted was 1,295m with an area of 2.45 hectares.  The area we were unable to plant is 
from road station 0+000 to 1+030, 2.0 hectares.  Based on stocking of 1000sph, this area will 
require approximately 2,000 trees to complete the project. 

The same area was also grass-seeded with Forest-Pro grass seed and fertilized with 18-18-18 
slow release fertilizer from Pickseed Canada.  The application rate was approximately ½ the 
normal rate at 35kg/ha so as to not choke out the planted trees.  Approximately 2.2 hectares 
were seeded.  The slide edges were seeded at the normal application rate to improve stability.  
Seeding occurred from 2+625 to 1+530.  No seeding took place in the non-deactivated section 



from 1+650 to 1+750.  A pink flag marks the boundary between the area seeded and that still 
requiring seeding.  The area that remains to be grass seeded is 2.9 hectares.  If this area is to 
be seeded in the future, 5 x 20kg bags of grass seed and fertilizer will be required to complete 
the project. 
 
Suggestions for Improvement 
This project was completed with a planting and grass seeding crew of 5 plus one supervisor to 
ensure quality.  The crew carried the material in from a point approximately 400m from the start 
of the deactivation.  The amount of debris on the deactivated road made the job extremely 
challenging and difficult.  In retrospect, the contractor would have increased the crew size by 
one to assist with transporting material, but would not have been able to carry materials to 
complete the whole project as initially intended.  The remainder of the project work will require a 
helicopter to drop stock at the far end of the road.  The grass seeder that was supplied to 
complete the work was initially thought to be very good – until it was actually used.  The seeder 
had to be discarded due to safety reasons.  Because of the solid round form of the seeder and 
large size the operator was unable to see the ground in front of him.  Under normal walking 
conditions this would not have posed a problem but in this area covered with high levels of 
debris the seeder became a hazard to use.  One benefit of using seeders with soft tops is that 
as the grass seed is dispersed the top folds down onto the chest of the operator allowing them 
to see down in front.  In addition, the spread distance of the seeder was not as effective as other 
models used (approximately 6m).  The operator ended up by discarding the seeder and 
manually spreading the grass seed using a planting bag.  It was reported that this allowed a 
more effective placement of seed by avoiding unacceptable areas such as logs.  2.0 hectares 
remain to be planted and 2.9 hectares to be grass seeded.    Planting should be done late 
summer 2006 or in spring 2007.  Seeding can be applied until May of this year or in the summer 
while planting. 
 

Total Project Cost: $10,511.69 
It is recommended that a helicopter should be used in any future work at this site to transport 
materials and crew.  The cost of the helicopter would easily be offset by a reduction in travel, 
accommodation, water taxi, and labour costs which contributed significantly to the overall cost of 
this project. 

 

Slide off previously deactivated road. 

 

 


