
Executive Summary For Continuing Project 
 
FIA-FSP Project Number and Title:  Y062156 Stand Management Cooperative Growth 
and Yield Installations in BC 
 
Project Purpose and Management Implications 
The Stand Management Cooperative (SMC) is a multi-agency growth and yield 
cooperative established in 1985.  The main objective is to provide a continuing source of 
consistently high quality data on the effects of stand management practices on stand 
growth and yield, tree growth and yield, wood quality and product recovery through the 
design, establishment and maintenance of a regional program of integrated research on 
various aspects of intensive stand management. The SMC currently measures and 
maintains 92 active research installations, of which Research Branch is responsible for 22  
located in BC.  The data for these installations and all other SMC installations contribute 
to the Provincial Growth and Yield Program (GYP) that provides data, models, and 
information needed for essential tasks such as inventory projection, planning silvicultural 
treatments, calculating stumpage revenues and determining allowable annual cuts.   
 
Project Start date, length of project, and any former project numbers or funding sources 
that apply 
The SMC was established in 1985 and the Ministry of Forests and range has been 
involved since inception.  Industrial members and State landholders of the cooperative 
pay annual dues, while government research organization and universities provide in-
kind services and grants from competitive funding.   Together, these funding sources 
provide the funding for installation establishment, treatment and maintenance, data 
collection, analysis and extension products.  The BC Ministry of Forests and Range has 
been a member of the SMC since it’s inception.  We do not pay membership dues but we 
do support the maintenance and measurement of the 22 BC installations.  Funding 
sources to establish, maintain and measure the BC installations have ranged over the 
years from Base funding to FRPA to FRBC and more recently, FIA-FSP.  The BC 
installations are known as Experimental Project (EP) 1013 for the Douglas-fir and 
western hemlock installations and EP 1206 for Type III of other species.   
 
Methodology Overview 
The SMC installations consist of Type I (juvenile spacing), Type II (commercial 
thinning) and Type III (espacement). Each of the SMC installations is a group of 
permanent  sample plots, forming part of the designed experiment, which is established 
based on statistical principles to determine and compare the effects of stand management 
treatments on tree and stand growth and yield.  The installations are regularly measured 
and based on their periodic growth, are subsequently thinned and/or pruned according to 
a strict schedule.  The experimental design and statistical approach ensures that objective 
and meaningful conclusions can be drawn from data collected from experimental plots.    
The extension products are made available to BC through FORREX, who provide a 
listing of all available SMC publications and reports to their clients.    
 
 



 
Project Scope and Regional Applicability 
SMC installations are located from northern Vancouver Island to Southern Oregon and 
were designed for long-term (rotation length) investigations.  The research installations 
support development of region-wide response surfaces to initial spacing and subsequent 
cultural treatment of conifer stands that assist in silvicultural decision making and support 
future modeling development.  The information generated is applicable throughout the 
Coast Forest Region.    
 
  
Any interim conclusions, inference or information that might be immediately useful to 
forest practitioners and other researchers. 
 
Any contact information to assist someone in finding additional information on the 
project. 
For more information, please see the SMC website:   
www. 
 
 


