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INTRODUCTION 
Forsite was retained by Mr. Wes Bieber, RPF of Weyerhaeuser - Vavenby Forestlands (Weyco) 
to prepare an access management plan for the Thompson Plateau area following the 
completion of a risk assessment for each road segment in the study area1.   
 
The objective of this study is to graphically illustrate existing and proposed road access to the 
study area and to provide access management recommendations for moderate and high risk 
road sections identified during the risk assessment study.  This report utilizes road data that was 
current as of July 2005. 
 

DESCRIPTION OF AREA 
The study area is located west of the North Thompson River between highway 24 and Barriere 
(please refer to the location map in the Appendix).  The study area includes the Eakin, 
Montigny, Thuya, Darlington, Powder, and Peterson Creek watersheds and adjacent face units. 
This area is characterized primarily by gently rolling hills between 1100 and 1500 metres in 
elevation.   
 
The climate in this region is relatively dry with moderate precipitation as rain or snow. Barriere 
receives approximately 485mm of precipitation each year with approximately 25% falling as 
snow2.  As with many regions of the southern interior, the study area receives infrequent but 
intense spring and summer convective rainstorm events.  In the southern interior these rainfall 
events are responsible for a significant portion of the forest development related landslides and 
sediment delivery to streams. 
 
There are two major transportation routes in the study area. Highway 5 runs North-South and 
follows the eastern border of the study area along the western bank of the North Thompson 
River. The northern project boundary is generally defined by highway 24 that runs East-West 
and terminates in the town of Little Fort, which is located on the Eastern project boundary 
(please refer to the location map in the Appendix). There are a limited number of paved 
secondary roads along the eastern boundary of the study area that originate from highway 5. 
 
An extensive network of forest service roads (FSR), permitted roads, non-permitted roads and 
trails are located throughout the study area (please refer to the location map in the Appendix).  
 
Several licensees hold cutting permits within the project boundary (please refer to the location 
map in the Appendix). Weyerhaeuser and Tolko’s operating areas comprise the majority of the 
study area.  Other licensees operating within the project boundary include BCTS, West Fraser 
Mills Ltd, Woodco Ltd., Secwepemc Economic Development Corporation and three privately run 
woodlots (Burton, Smith and Salle). 
 

                                                
1
 Risk in the context of this project pertains to landslides resulting from forest or other resource 

development, surface erosion and sediment delivery to streams as a result of landslides or erosion events 
(Forsite. 2005. Thompson Plateau Risk Analysis. Prepared for Weyerhaeuser).   
2
 Precipitation amounts will be much higher in the upper part of the study area due to higher elevations 

and more of the precipitation will fall as snow.   
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METHODS 

Project Boundary 

The project boundary for access management planning was defined using geographical (height 
of land) and man-made features. The eastern project boundary follows the North Thompson 
River while the Northern boundary is generally defined by highway 24 and height of land. The 
western and southern boundaries are defined by height of land.  

Datasets 

Several data sets were used during the development of an access management plan for 
moderate and high risk road sections identified in the study area. Road information was 
compiled from several sources including up to date consolidated FDP data, Genus road data, 
Land and Resource Data Warehouse road data and road information from the major licensees 
(Weyerhauser, BCTS and Tolko). Highway and secondary road information was obtained from 
Trim data. Risk assessment information for roads in the study area was obtained from the risk 
analysis study that was conducted by Forsite to prioritize sites for Forest Investment Account 
(FIA) funded deactivation or environmental maintenance. 
 
The consolidated data also provided information on current FDP road deactivation, the locations 
of proposed and approved cut blocks and the status of regeneration blocks in the study area.  
Pine beetle attack data (2004) was obtained from Ministry of Forests. 

Literature Review 

Reports developed for areas within the plan boundary were reviewed for relevance to access 
management planning for the Thompson Plateau study area.  
 
Peterson Creek Access Management Plan and Hydrologic Review 
The Peterson Creek Access Management Plan was reviewed during the development of the 
access management strategy for the Thompson Plateau. This plan was developed in 1997 for 
Weyerhauser and identified road segments and stream reaches that were determined to be of 
priority for restoration activities. The report concluded that there would not be significant 
improvement to water quality or fish habitat in the areas identified for potential treatment. 
Therefore further Forest Renewal expenditures on this area were not recommended (Peterson 
Creek Access Management Plan, 1997).  
 
However the Peterson Creek Community Watershed, Hydrologic Review recommended the 
following: 
 

• To reduce the potential impacts of roads and fireguards in the watershed, it would be 
appropriate to continue deactivating, rehabilitating and revegetating any roads in the 
watershed. In particular any in-block roads in any proposed blocks should be 
permanently deactivated or rehabilitated.  

• Existing fireguards should be utilized where possible to decrease the need to construct 
any additional roads to facilitate harvesting (Integrated Wood Services Peterson Creek 
Community Watershed, Hydrologic Review, 2003). 
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Nehalliston Access Management Plan (Not completed) 
A draft access management plan was developed for the Nehalliston area in 1996, which is 
located west of Little Fort on the Thompson Plateau.  The plan identified roads and trails to be 
closed to restrict the use of unauthorized motorized vehicles (with the exception of 
snowmobiles). The closures were implemented under Section 105 Order of the Forest Practices 
Code of BC Act and Regulations. Although the plan was not completed, signs and some access 
structures (gates) were erected as a result of the draft plan (Andy Oetter, MoF, pers. comm., 
Figure 1). 
 
Figure 1.  Photo of sign indicating closure of an area as part of the Nehalliston access 
management plan. 
 

 
 
 
Kamloops LRMP 
Access is a key component of land use planning. Therefore requirements for access 
management plans are often embedded within broader scale land use plans, such as LRMPs.  
 
The Kamloops LRMP outlines general resource management objectives that are consistent with 
Forest Practices Code direction for Resource Management Zones (RMZs).  These include 
references to access management as an important part of protecting viable representative 
examples of British Columbia's natural diversity and recreational opportunities and special 
natural, cultural heritage and recreational features (Kamloops LRMP, 1995). No specific access 
strategies are included in the LRMP. 
 
High Lakes Basin Provincial Park Management Direction Statement 
The High Lakes Basin provincial park management direction statement was developed in 1999 
for High Lakes Basin Park, which is located on the Nehalliston plateau approximately 16 km 
west of Little Fort. Access to the park is by foot or horseback from Caverhill Lake area. Off road 
access by snowmobiles is only permitted on designated trails in the park. No motorized 
(summer) off road access is permitted in the park. No area-specific access management 
strategies are specified by the Kamloops LRMP for this area (High Lakes Basin Provincial Park 
Management Direction, 1999). 
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Access Strategy Options 

Two general methods are employed for access management strategies: road maintenance or 
road deactivation. Road upgrading is generally defined as the repair of roads to ensure a 
functional drainage system, a stable road prism, and control of sediment transport from the road 
prism (FIA Land-Based Investment Program).   
 
Road deactivation can be accomplished by several methods depending on access 
requirements: 
 
Temporary Deactivation: used for roads whose regular maintenance is to be suspended for up 
to three years. Temporary deactivation includes measures to control drainage and reduce risk of 
erosion, repair or removal of bridges, and removal of sidecast, where necessary. The road is 
usually active on a yearly basis. 
 
Semi-Permanent Deactivation: used for isolated areas or where there is potential for 
landslides, and regular maintenance is to be suspended until the next return for harvesting. The 
water control measures to be incorporated include cross-ditches, water bars, culvert removal, 
road access barriers, armouring of ditches with rock and vegetation re-seeding on exposed soils 
in fisheries sensitive areas.  These roads are intended to be drivable after deactivation by four-
wheel drive or ATV. 
 
If road deactivation is not desirable, environmental maintenance may be a reasonable 
alternative. For example, an environmental maintenance project may be more suitable than 
road deactivation where a non-status road is located on stable terrain, and where it will be 
placed under permit within the next 5 year period, and where continued motor vehicle access is 
required and feasible. Environmental maintenance projects are eligible for funding under the 
"Infrastructure" component (Roads Activity Area) of the Land-base Investment Program, Forest 
Investment Account (FIA Activity Standards Document). 
 
Permanent Deactivation: used for roads where vehicle access is no longer required. 
Permanent deactivation includes removal of stream culverts and restoration of channel and 
bank stability, removal of bridge superstructures, enhanced measures to control drainage and 
erosion, removal of sidecast, and establishment of vegetation.  Although it is not the intent of 
this deactivation level to allow access, it can be done for limited access use. These include 
snowmobile, ATV and horse access. 

Access Management Strategies for Moderate and High Risk Roads Sections 

The process for assessing moderate and high risk roads for deactivation or maintenance 
involved several steps. 
 
Permitted and non-permitted roads3 were first mapped for the study area including those 
sections identified by the risk assessment study as moderate or high risk.  Block status 
information was then added including the location of existing and proposed blocks and the 
regeneration status of previously harvested blocks [Satisfactorily Restocked (SR)/Not 
Satisfactorily Restocked (NSR)]. Areas of moderate and high pine beetle attack severity were 
also added to the map because these areas will likely require access for harvesting purposes. 
 

                                                
3
 From consolidated FDP data. 
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Prior to recommending access management strategies for moderate and high risk road 
sections, each road was assessed for several variables. Questions that were asked included: 
 

• Is the road a main access route for other blocks (existing or proposed) or other road 
networks in study area? 

• Does the road provide access to areas of moderate to high pine beetle attack? 

• Does the road provide access to NSR blocks? 
 
Based on the responses to these questions, recommendations for deactivation or road 
upgrading were made for each road section or road point identified in the risk assessment.  For 
example, if a road section accessed an SR block but was not a main access point for other 
areas and did not occur in an area of moderate or high beetle attack, it was recommended for 
deactivation if no proposed blocks would be affected by the deactivation. However, if a road 
section was identified as a main access route (ie: FSR) or provided access to NSR blocks, 
proposed blocks or moderate to high pine beetle attacked areas, it was recommended that this 
road section be upgraded to maintain access to these areas. 

Licensee Consultation  

Following a review of each moderate or high risk road section and road point using the criteria 
discussed above and with Forsite’s risk assessment engineers, a map was produced to 
graphically illustrate the study area boundary; permitted and non-permitted roads; moderate and 
high risk road sections; existing and proposed blocks; and incidence of pine beetle attack. 
Consultation then occurred with licensees to review the location of the moderate and high risk 
road sections in their operating area and to discuss the recommended access management 
strategies. Licensees were also asked to confirm the status of permitted and non-permitted 
roads in their study area and the location of proposed and existing blocks. Updates were made 
to the data based on this input. 

Public Consultation  

A public consultation session was held in Barriere on July 25, 2005 to provide an opportunity for 
individuals to give feedback on the roads that were proposed for deactivation. This feedback 
enabled modification of the management strategies proposed for specific roads in order to 
accommodate certain public activities (ie: access to a water license point of diversion or 
ranching activities).  
 

RESULTS 
Eight moderate or high risk road sections and ten moderate or high risk road points were 
identified in the Thompson Plateau study area by the risk assessment study (See attached 
map). Each road section was reviewed and access strategy recommendations made based on 
the factors discussed in the methods section.  
 
During the public consultation session of the roads proposed for deactivation, nine individuals 
either attended the meeting or requested a map of the proposed deactivations. Based on 
feedback from several individuals, modifications were made to the proposed access strategies 
for one road section (Site number D1, see attached location map for details) to ensure 
continued access to a water license point of diversion and for ranching activities (see Table 2 in 
the Appendix for all comments obtained during the public viewing). The results of the access 
management study are found in Table 1. 
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Table 1. Road sections identified by the risk assessment study as moderate or high risk and proposed access strategy. Please refer 
to the Thompson Plateau Risk Analysis (2005) for a detailed description of the risk associated with each road point or road section. 
 

Sub Basin 
Road 

Number 
Site 

Number 
Road Status 

Operating Area* Risk
4
 

Current Status Proposed Access 
Strategy 

Rationale 

Eakin 
South 

Eakin FSR 
E1 Permitted 

Weyerhaeuser 
 

High Maintained Maintain Main FSR road 

Eakin 

Block 
Roads off 
the 2375 

Road 
system 

E2 Permitted Weyerhaeuser High Maintained 
Permanent 
deactivation 

Weyerhaeuser 
decision 

Eakin 2057 Road E4 Permitted Weyerhaeuser High Maintained 
Permanent 
deactivation 

Weyerhaeuser 
decision 

Eakin 

Eakin 
Creek 
Road 

 
MOTH 

E6 Highway Weyerhaeuser Moderate Maintained Maintain Main MOTH road 

Montigny 

Highway 
and 

Frontage 
Road 

M1 Highway Tolko Moderate Maintained Maintain 
Highway crossing of 

Montigny Creek 

Montigny 
Powerline 

Road 
M2 Non-permitted Tolko Moderate Non-status road 

Permanent 
deactivation 

Old power line access 
road no longer 

passable by vehicle. 

Thuya 

Highway 
and 

Frontage 
Road 

T1 Highway Tolko High Maintained Maintain 

Highway 5 and 
frontage road crossing 

on lower reaches of 
Thuya Creek 

Thuya 2300.00 
 

T5 
Permitted Weyerhaeuser High Maintained Maintain 

Road currently in use 
for forestry activities 

Thuya - 
Darlington 

Face 

Private 
Access 
Road 

TD1 Highway Tolko High Maintained Maintain 
Road currently in use 
for forestry activities 

                                                
4
 Source: Thompson Plateau Risk Analysis, 2005. 



Thompson Plateau Access Management Plan 

 

9 

Sub Basin 
Road 

Number 
Site 

Number 
Road Status 

Operating Area* Risk
4
 

Current Status Proposed Access 
Strategy 

Rationale 

Darlington 
Creek 

2205.00 D1 Non-permitted Tolko Moderate Non-status road 
Environmental

5
 

maintenance 

Road not in use for 
forestry activities but 

used to access a 
water license point of 

diversion and for 
ranching activities 

Darlington 
Creek 

2217.00 D2 Permitted Tolko Moderate Maintained Maintain 
Road currently in use 
for forestry activities 

Powder BCTS PL1 Permitted BCTS Moderate Maintained 
Semi-permanent 

deactivation  
Already indicated as 

this in the FDP 

Lindquist 2200.00 PL3 Permitted Weyerhaeuser Moderate Maintained Maintain 
Main FSR road 

(Darlington) 

Lindquist 2225.00 PL4 Non-Permitted Weyerhaeuser Moderate Non-status road Maintain 

Permit application will 
be submitted by forest 
licensee and road will 

be upgraded to 
accommodate future 
pine beetle salvage.  

Peterson 2100.00 P3 Permitted Woodco Moderate Maintained Maintain 
Road currently in use 
for forestry activities 

Peterson 2130.00 P4 Non-Permitted Woodco Moderate Maintained 
Environmental 
maintenance

5
 

Road not currently in 
use for forestry 

activities but continued 
ATV access requested 
by Ministry of Forests 

Peterson 2130.00 P5 Non-permitted Woodco High Non-status road 
Environmental 
maintenance

5
 

Road not currently in 
use for forestry 

activities but continued 
ATV access requested 
by Ministry of Forests 

Peterson 2130.00 P6 Permitted Sedco High Maintained Maintained 

Road not currently in 
use for forestry 

activities. However it is 
a permitted road. 

                                                
5
 If road deactivation is not desirable, environmental maintenance may be a reasonable alternative. For example, an environmental maintenance 

project may be more suitable than road deactivation where a non-status road is located on stable terrain, and where it will be placed under permit 
within the next 5 year period, and where continued motor vehicle access is required and feasible. Environmental maintenance projects are eligible 
for funding under the "Infrastructure" component (Roads Activity Area) of the Land-base Investment Program, Forest Investment Account. Source: 
FIA Activity Standards Document (http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/ftp/hth/external/!publish/Engineer/fia-activity-standards-deact-landslide-gully-03-04.pdf)  
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CONCLUSION 
Identifying access management strategies is an important part of preparing an access 
management plan for moderate and high risk roads. Equally important is consultation 
with forest licensees, government agencies and the public to ensure continued access to 
their areas of interest.  
 
The Thompson Plateau access management plan was completed for Weyerhaeuser to 
control environmental impacts resulting from moderate and high risk roads identified by 
the risk assessment study. In this study, forest licensees, government agencies and the 
public were consulted during the development of access strategies for eighteen road 
sections and road points. Their input was used to refine the access strategies proposed 
for these moderate and high risk road sections in order to accommodate access needs. 
 

Opportunities for FIA Funding 
Four non-permitted road points or road sections (site numbers P4, P5, M2 and D1) 
located on the Thompson Plateau may be eligible for FIA funding (please refer to Table 
1 and the location map in the Appendix for more information). One road point (M2) is 
proposed for permanent deactivation as the road is not currently in use for forest 
development activities. Environmental maintenance was proposed for three road points 
or road sections (site numbers D1, P4 and P5) that are not currently in use for forest 
development activities in order to ensure continued access to a water license point of 
diversion and for ranching activities.  
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APPENDIX 
 
Table 2. Feedback from stakeholders during the public open house on the proposed 
access strategies for selected roads on the Thompson Plateau. 
 
Name Address Phone Comments 
Ken Rosen Darfield, BC (250) 672-5868 Farmer. Has water license 

above section D1 and uses this 
road for access. Semi-
permanent deactivation would 
allow him continued access via 
ATV or 4X4 

Larry Loney Caverhill Lodge, 
Box 190, 
Barriere 

(250) 672-9806 Guide outfitter. No comments 
about proposed deactivations 
but would like to see the Patrick 
FSR deactivated at the last fork 
heading North. He would also 
like to see the Thuyla Connector 
and Powder Lake roads 
deactivated. 

Ron Hindson Box 345, 
Barriere, BC 

(250) 672-9948 Fisherman. Concerned about 
access to lakes for fishing. No 
comments on proposed 
deactivations. 

Larry Nystoryk Box 894, 
Barriere, BC 

(250) 672-5514 Fisherman. Concerned about 
access to lakes for fishing. No 
comments on proposed 
deactivations. 

Ludie Proulx Box 733, 
Barriere, BC 

(250) 672-9903 Rancher. Uses P4 and P6 for 
cattle grazing (northern part of 
grazing range). ATV access is 
preferable.  

Karl Rainer Darfield, BC (250) 672-9407 Dairy farmer. Uses D1 bridge 
road for cattle grazing and 
salting. Feels that the Thuya 
connector and Powder lake 
roads should be gated.  

Elsie Loewen Barriere, BC (250) 672-5630 Farmer. No comments on 
proposed road deactivations but 
uses the first spur road North of 
Darlington for water license 
access.  

 
 


