
SUMMARY TABLE 2.  Vegetation characteristicsa for BEC units occurring in the caribou recovery area 
 
Subzone Site series Site description Complex Species list 

Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, black gooseberry, devil’s club, 
black huckleberry, oval-leaved blueberry, false azalea, 
fireweed, lady fern, (western yew) 

Bracken bracken 
Fireweed  fireweed, black huckleberry
Fern lady fern, spiny wood fern, thimbleberry, fireweed, 

foamflower 

ICHvk1  01 mesic-subhygric
mid-lower, level 
variable slope and 
aspect 
 

Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry, lady fern 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, black huckleberry, oval-leaved 

blueberry, false azalea, falsebox, fireweed, (western yew) 
Bracken bracken 

ICHvk1   03 subxeric-submesic
variable slope, 
aspect and slope 
position Fireweed fireweed, black huckleberry, falsebox 

Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, devil’s club, black huckleberry, 
oval-leaved blueberry, western yew, false azalea, falsebox, 
fireweed 

Bracken  bracken
Firweeed fireweed, black huckleberry, falsebox, spiny wood fern 

ICHvk1   04 submesic-mesic
mid-lower 
variable slope and 
aspect 

Fern lady fern, spiny wood fern, thimbleberry, fireweed, 
foamflower 

Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, red-osier dogwood, black gooseberry, 
devil’s club, black huckleberry, oval-leaved blueberry, 
horsetail 

Willow  willow
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, devil’s club, oval-leaved blueberry, black 

huckleberry, black gooseberry, red-osier dogwood, fireweed 
Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry, lady fern 
Fireweed fireweed 
Fern lady fern, spiny wood fern, thimbleberry, fireweed, horsetail 

ICHvk1   

 

05 subhygric-hygric
level, toe 
0-18% slope 

Bluejoint bluejoint 
Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, devil’s club, oval-leaved blueberry, false 
azalea 

ICHvk1   

  

06 hygric-subhydric
toe, level 
0-25% slope Willow willow



Subzone Site series Site description Complex Species list 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, false azalea, oval-leaved blueberry, devil’s club, 

fireweed 
Wet Alder alder 
Fern lady fern, skunk cabbage 

   

Bluejoint bluejoint 
Fireweed  fireweed, falsebox
Bracken bracken 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, devil’s club, oval-leaved 

blueberry, false azalea, falsebox, fireweed 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, thimbleberry, fireweed 

ICHwk1   01 submesic-mesic
mid-toe, level 
0-45%, variable 
aspect 

Fern lady fern, spiny wood fern, fireweed, thimbleberry, 
foamflower 

Fireweed  fireweed, falsebox
Bracken bracken 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, oval-leaved blueberry, false 

azalea, falsebox, fireweed 

ICHwk1   04 subxeric-submesic
variable aspect, 
slope, and slope 
position 
 Mixed 

Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, falsebox, fireweed 

Willow  willow
Bracken  bracken
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, devil’s club, oval-leaved 

blueberry, falsebox, fireweed 
Fern lady fern, spiny wood fern, thimbleberry, fireweed 
Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry, lady fern 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, thimbleberry, fireweed 

ICHwk1   

  

05 mesic-subhygric
mid-toe, variable 
slope and aspect 

Fireweed fireweed
Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, red-osier dogwood, highbush-cranberry, 
black twinberry, thimbleberry, devil’s club, oval-leaved 
blueberry 

ICHwk1   

  

06 subhygric-hygric
toe, level 
0-12% 

Willow willow



Subzone Site series Site description Complex Species list 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, oval-leaved blueberry, devils’s club, black 

twinberry, red-osier dogwood, highbush-cranberry, fireweed 
Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry, lady fern 
Bluejoint bluejoint 

   

Fern lady fern, fireweed, false Solomen’s seal, thimbleberry 
Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, red-osier dogwood, black twinberry, 
highbush-cranberry 

Willow willow 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red-osier dogwood, black twinberry, highbush-

cranberry, fireweed 
Fern lady fern, thimbleberry, fireweed 

ICHwk1   07 subhygric-hygric
level, depression 
 

Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry 
Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, devil’s club, oval-leaved blueberry, false 
azalea 

Willow  willow
Fern lady fern, skunk cabbage, thimbleberry 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, oval-leaved blueberry, devil’s club, false azalea, 

fireweed 

ICHwk1   08 hygric-subhydric
lower, level, 
depression 
0-5% 

Wet Alder alder, lady fern, skunk cabbage 
Fireweed fireweed, black huckleberry, falsebox 
Bracken bracken 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, black huckleberry, falsebox, 

fireweed 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, trembling aspen, thimbleberry, fireweed 

Aspen trembling aspen, thimbleberry, falsebox, fireweed 

ICHmw3   01 mesic-submesic
middle, level 
gentle slope, all 
aspects 

Dry Alder alder, thimbleberry, fireweed 
Pinegrass pinegrass 
Dry Shrub soopolallie, spirea, falsebox, Oregon grape, pinegrass 
Aspen trembling aspen, falsebox, pinegrass 

ICHmw3   03 subxeric-xeric
middle-upper 
steep south aspects 
 Mixed 

Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, trembling aspen, falsebox, pinegrass  

ICHmw3 04 submesic-mesic Fireweed fireweed, black huckleberry, falsebox 



Subzone Site series Site description Complex Species list 
Bracken  bracken
Dry Shrub black huckleberry, soopolallie, spirea, falsebox, Oregon 

grape, fireweed 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, trembling aspen, thimbleberry, falsebox, fireweed 

Aspen trembling aspen, thimbleberry, falsebox, fireweed 

  mid-upper 
gentle south 
aspects 
 

Dry Alder alder, thimbleberry, fireweed 
Fireweed fireweed, falsebox, black huckleberry 
Bracken bracken 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, black huckleberry, falsebox, 

spirea, fireweed 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, trembling aspen, thimbleberry, falsebox, fireweed 

Aspen trembling aspen, thimbleberry, falsebox, fireweed 

ICHmw3   05 submesic-mesic
mid slope position 
gentle-steep, all 
aspects 

Dry Alder alder, thimbleberry, falsebox, fireweed 
Willow willow, thimbleberry 
Fireweed fireweed, black huckleberry, falsebox 
Bracken bracken 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, red raspberry, black huckleberry, oval-leaved 

blueberry, falsebox, fireweed 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, thimbleberry, fireweed 

Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry 

ICHmw3   06 mesic-subhygric
mid, lower, level 
gentle, all aspects 

Aspen trembling aspen, paper birch, thimbleberry, fireweed 
Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, thimbleberry, devil’s club, black 
gooseberry, lady fern 

Willow willow, thimbleberry, lady fern 
Fireweed fireweed, thimbleberry 
Mixed 
Broadleaf-
Shrub 

paper birch, thimbleberry, fireweed 

ICHmw3   07 subhygric
toe, level 
gentle and flat, all 
aspects 

Fern lady fern, thimbleberry, fireweed, oak fern, foamflower 



Subzone Site series Site description Complex Species list 
Wet Alder alder, thimbleberry, lady fern 
Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, deveil’s club, black gooseberry, fireweed 

   

Bracken bracken 
Cottonwood-
Shrub 

black cottonwood, devil’s club, oval-leaved blueberry, black 
huckleberry, thimbleberry, skunk cabbage 

Willow willow, skunk cabbage, thimbleberry 
Fern lady fern, skunk cabbage, horsetail, thimbleberry 
Wet Alder alder, skunk cabbage, thimbleberry 

ICHmw3   08 hygric-subhydric
level and 
depression 
flat-gentle 

Mixed Shrub thimbleberry, devil’s club, oval-leaved blueberry, black 
huckleberry, skunk cabbage, lady fern 

Willow willow, sedges 
Sedges sedges 

ICHmw3   

  

09 subhydric-hygric
level and 
depression 
flat-gentle 

Bluejoint bluejoint

a Information in this table is based on the “Expert System for Site Preparation and Vegetation Management in Southern Interior British Columbia” (Sachs et al. 
2004), which was reviewed by MOF Regional Ecologists. Species in brackets were included by the Expert System, but are likely to be present based on 
information in LMH 20 (Braumandl and Curran 1992). 
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