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Deliverable III E. part 1.  
 
Contact:  Wendy Cocksedge, Royal Roads University 
     Wendy.cocksedge@royalroads.ca 
 
Native Plant Salvage – Phase I 
Native ferns, such as deer fern (Blechnum spicant) and sword fern (Polystichum 
munitum) are highly desired products in the nursery industry, for use in landscaping and 
restoration.  Until the past 4 or 5 years, most of the commercial ferns were wild-
harvested, however with the advent of successful nursery propagation, the demand for 
wild harvested ferns has decreased.  This decrease is due mainly to the question of the 
sustainability of whole plant extraction from the forests.  However, as with other non-
timber forest products, if managed correctly the wild fern harvesting could be a 
sustainable and viable industry for the North Island community. 
 
Whole plant extraction prior to logging road development is a salvage operation which 
can potentially be used to increase economic activity through co-operation with land 
managers.  Trials were held to determine the economic valuation of road-salvaged whole 
plant removal of Blechnum spicant and Polystichum munitum from TFL 6 on Northern 
Vancouver Island. 
 
Key words:  ferns, deer fern, sword fern, native plant salvage, Blechnum spicant, 
Polystichum munitum 
 
Deliverable IIE. Part 2 
 
 
Contact:  Charlotte Bell, Candidate, MSc. Environment and Management, Royal Roads 
University. Charlotte.Bell@royalroads.ca 
  
Moss regeneration after timber harvesting: an ecological chronosequence.  
Unpublished M.Sc.thesis draft. Royal Roads University, Victoria, BC, Canada. 
 
This study investigated the response of moss to forest practices at the forest stand level in 
Western Forest Product’s TFL 6, Port McNeill, BC.  Moss and other ground cover 
species were recorded for abundance in forest stands that were, in 2001-2002, between 2 
and 82 years post-harvest. A mature stand and a recently harvested cutblock were 
sampled to provide overall control to the chronosequence. This research provides a 
retrospective look at moss richness and abundance influenced by forest age class, 
treatment type, and ecological association with other vegetation. The research framework 
also examined social considerations important in the development of moss and other 
NTFP species.  
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Deliverable IIIE, Part 3 
 
Contact:  Brian Titus, Canadian Forest Service 
  btitus@pfc.FORESTRY.ca 
 
Salal Fertilization – Timber Co-Management Study 
Fertilization has been shown to increase conifer seedling growth on cedar-hemlock sites 
on the north end of Vancouver Island. It has also been observed that fertilization changes 
the colour and the productivity of salal in the understory. This raises the question of 
whether both salal and trees can be co-managed by judicious choice of silvicultural 
treatments so that the total merchantable value of the ecosystem is increased, not just the 
value of the trees. Treatments that will increase salal productivity may become 
increasingly important as shortages of this commercially valuable species ($55-60 million 
gross revenue in 19971) are presently occurring through over-picking on southern and 
central Vancouver Island. Shortages will affect the ability of the estimated ~13,000 salal 
pickers in BC1 to make an income from this natural resource. 
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1 From Wills, R.M. and Lipsey, R.G. 1999. An economic strategy to develop non-timber forest products 
and services in British Columbia. Final Report, FRBC Project No. PA97538-ORE. (Available at 
http://www.sfp.forprod.vt.edu/pubs/ntfp_bc.pdf). 
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