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Nahatlatch River 2003 – Effectiveness Monitoring Report on Instream 
Works/Restoration Completed Under Past FRBC Restoration Activities 

Within the Nahatlatch River Watershed – 2003 – High Water Evaluation

Objectives of the overall project 

The overall objectives of this project were to monitor 
instream works initiated over the last two years on a 
section of the Nahatlatch River identified as the 37-
42km wetland complex.  Effectiveness monitoring 
techniques were to include the use of standardized 
fish and fish habitat forms to quantify/qualify the 
amount of fish habitat created as well as continue 
with photo point monitoring on all reaches to provide 
photographic evidence on seasonal/yearly changes to 
the resource. 
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Name of Watershed / Sub-basin, & Location 

The Nahatlatch River is a 4th order tributary to the 
Fraser River located near the town of Boston Bar, 
BC.  The study area is located along the Nahatlatch 
mainstem and is best described as a long series of 
wetlands running parallel to the Nahatlatch River.  
Access into the area is via the Nahatlatch FSR and is 
located between the 37-42km marks of the FSR 
along the south side of the road. 

 

Introduction 

The Nahatlatch River is approximately 85 km in 
length and drains a mountainous watershed of 
approximately 130,000 ha located Northwest of the 
town of Boston Bar, BC.  The river is a tributary of 
the Fraser River and provides migration, spawning, 
and rearing habitat for several salmonids, including 
chinook, coho, pink, sockeye, steelhead, rainbow 
trout and bull trout.  The drainage has been impacted 
by past logging practices, and was in recent times the 
subject of several studies including, but not limited to 
various fisheries biophysical assessments (Chew & 
Pederson 1998, Roy 1999, and Griffith 1995). 

 

The 37-42 km site derives its name from the 
kilometre marks on the Nahatlatch FSR (forest 
service road), and encompasses the lowermost 
section of Reach 4 of the Nahatlatch River (reaches 
according to Griffith 1995).  It includes a floodplain 
wetland complex consisting of multiple side 
channels, oxbows, abandoned channels, lakes, beaver 
ponds, and marshes.  The boundaries of the site, for 
the purpose of this proposal, can be defined as the 
floodplain on the right bank of the Nahatlatch River 
from the confluence with Nahatlatch Lake 
(downstream) to the line between the northwest end 
of the alluvial cone of Unnamed Creek (WSC 100-
170100-37800, a.k.a. Teapot Creek) and the 
Nahatlatch FSR. 

 



 

  

Within the boundaries of the above mentioned study 
area, instream works were completed in 2001 after 
numerous assessments identified the need for 
restoring access to an existing side channel to the 
Nahatlatch River, which had been negatively 
impacted by past logging practices.  As a result of 
instream works, a total of 4 km of extremely valuable 
fish habitat was restored allowing for fish access 
along the entire length of the wetland complex. 

 

As a result, works completed in 2001 were slated to 
be monitored as part of the 2003 field season.  
Specifically, a detailed effectiveness monitoring 
campaign was initiated to gather baseline data on fish 
distribution, fish enumeration as well as establish a 
detailed breakdown of fish habitat quantity/quality 
and continue with photo point monitoring 
assessment. 

 

Description of Design 

N/A 

 

Description of Completed Work 

Effectiveness monitoring on the project was initiated 
and completed in June 2003. 

Our effectiveness monitoring project resulted in a 
total of 10 minnow trap locations, 10 photo point 
monitoring locations as well as an overall assessment 
of all 8 reaches associated with ILP (Interim 
Location Point) 00002 and 2 reaches associated with 
ILP 00001 (please refer to the report for stream 
locations).  All significant water bodies and 
watercourses (not previously mapped) within the 
wetland complex including potential obstructions 
were mapped.  In total over 73 Coho and Chinook 
where caught and sampled as well as the visual 
observation of 809 individuals. 

 

Cost Summary 

Please refer to the Investment Schedule 
COTSA306234 on the FIRS website for a detailed 
cost summary breakdown. 

 

 

 

Photographs 

Refer to photographs 1, and 2 below for typical 
views of select restoration activities. 

 

Photo 1.  Photo Point Station #8  

 

 

Photo 2. Photo Point Station #8 

 

 
 


