
Band-tailed Pigeon Preliminary Species Account 

BAND-TAILED PIGEON 

Name:  Columba fasciata 

Code:  B-BTPI 

Status:  blue-listed 

DISTRIBUTION 

Provincial Range 

The band-tailed pigeon is found along coastal BC from southern Vancouver Island north along the 
west coast of North America as far as southern Alaska.  The range of the species extends into the 
interior as far as Boston Bar.  Band-tailed pigeons are known to breed in British Columbia on 
southern Vancouver Island and the lower mainland of BC.  The range of the species appears to be 
expanding east and north in the province. 

Elevational Range 

The band-tailed pigeons have been observed from sea-level to over 1800 m.  Band-tailed pigeon 
nests have been found from sea-level to 750 m. 

Provincial Context 

The main distribution of the band-tailed pigeon lies south of BC in coastal California and Oregon, 
but the species is found along the Pacific Coaset as far north as Alaska.  Band-tailed pigeons are a 
coastal species primarily found in coastal areas and considered a rare visitor to the interior of the 
province.   

ECOLOGY AND KEY HABITAT REQUIREMENTS 

General 

The band-tailed pigeon is largest of two native pigeon species found in BC. Males are generally 
larger than females and may reach 350 grams and 36 cm in length.  It is a gregarious species and 
is often found in large flocks, making it susceptible to over-hunting.  It has recovered from near 
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extinction in North America and is now increasing over most of its range.  Band-tailed pigeon 
populations are declining in some locations due to over-hunting and habitat loss (Gibbs et al. 
2001). 

The band-tailed pigeon is a migrant species and most with individuals wintering in Coastal 
California and Oregon. Small numbers winter in extreme south-western BC where they rely on 
Garry oak and madrone for winter food.  Returning migrants frequent a variety of habitats 
particularly farmland or rail-yards where spilled or leftover grain is used as food. Open sites 
bordered by conifers are preferred at this time of year where forest cover is used for perching and 
possibly escape cover. As breeding season approaches, the use of mineral springs, intertidal flats 
and gravelling sites increases, presumably the calcium obtained at these sites is important for egg 
production.  Usually these sites are in the immediate vicinity of intertidal coniferous growth.  Once 
early fruits become available birds move to breeding areas. 

Breeding habitat includes both natural and man-made habitats including edges and openings of 
conifer, mixed or deciduous forest.  Most nests are found on low branches of coniferous or 
deciduous trees and range in height from 3 to 15 m.  One or two eggs are laid from late April to the 
end of May and incubation takes between 16 and 22 days (Campbell et al. 1990).  

Table 1.  Important habitat features for band-tailed pigeons. 

Season Specific Attributes Required 
Winter Garry oak or madrone 

Growing Calcium-rich springs or gravel 
 Berry producing shrubs 

Mature or old deciduous or coniferous forest edge 
 

Habitat Use – Life Requisites 

Food Habitat 

Main foods during the growing season include acorns and berries.   Garry oak acorns and madrone 
berries are important food in the fall and winter. 



Band-tailed Pigeon Preliminary Species Account 

Living Habitat 

Band-tailed pigeons use a variety of habitats when not nesting from agricultural, intertidal, 
mountainous, shrub-lands and coniferous or mixed forests. 

Reproductive Habitat 

Birds are found in a wide range of habitats during the nesting season but usually forest edge.  Most 
nest records from British Columbia found nests between 3 and 6 m above the ground in coniferous 
trees.  Other nests were found in deciduous trees.  Calcium requirements for egg production 
appears to be met through ingestion of calcium-rich gravel at mineral springs. 

Seasons of Use 

Table 22. Monthly life requisites for band-tailed pigeons. 

Life Requisites Season 
Food/ security Winter 
Food/ security/ reproducing Spring 
Food/ security/ reproducing Summer 

Habitat Use and Ecosystem Attributes 

Table 2 summarises the relationships between band-tailed pigeon life requisites and TEM 
attributes. 

Table 2. TEM attributes and life requisites for band-tailed pigeons. 

Life Requisite TEM ATTRIBUTE 

Food vegetation: species list by layer 
Nesting site: elevation 

vegetation: species list by layer 
structural stage 

Security Vegetation: structural stage 
Ratings 

There is insufficient knowledge of the habitat requirements for band-tailed pigeons so a 4-class 
rating system will be used. 
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Provincial Benchmark:  unknown 

Ratings Assumptions 

1. structural stages 1-3 do not provide adequate structure for nesting habitat 

2. continuous forest cover does not provide good nesting habitat 

Field Ratings 
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