
Through various programs, MPBI makes funds 
available to help control the spread of mountain 
pine beetles and salvage valuable wood from 
infested trees.

Programs complement measures taken by the 
Province of British Columbia to manage the 
infestation on provincial Crown land.

Partners include federal and provincial government 
agencies, national forest sector research institutes, 
First Nations, academic institutions, industry and 
private landowners.

MPBI is administered from the Pacific Forestry 
Centre, Canadian Forest Service, Natural Resources 
Canada.

MPBI Programs

The Research and Development Program

Research helps cope with the current infestation 
and reduce the risk of future outbreaks. 

The Mountain Pine Beetle Initiative

The mountain pine beetle infestation in British 
Columbia has been present for over 10 years but 
exploded to cover 9,000,000 hectares by 2004 
and is now the largest insect epidemic in North 
America’s history.

Mountain pine beetle continue to spread. The 
beetles pose a serious threat to western Canada’s 
economy and to forest communities from 
Smithers in northern B.C. to Manning Park on the 
American border, and from Houston in the west 
down to Cranbrook in the east.

To help address the beetle epidemic, in October 
2002 the Government of Canada announced a 
six-year, $40 million program – the Mountain Pine 
Beetle Initiative (MPBI).

MPBI supports research to study the impact of the 
current infestation and reduce the risk of future 
outbreaks, and provides technical and funding 
assistance to rehabilitate forestlands. 

The Private Forestlands Rehabilitation Program

Owners of non-industrial private forestland 
property over 10 hectares in size can use this 
program to take an active part in protecting the 
value of their trees now and in future.

Qualified applicants receive up to $25,000 
in financial help to develop and implement 
mountain pine beetle management measures.  

Private landowners may be eligible for assistance 
in planning and implementing beetle control 
measures, as well as reforestation, if their 
proposals meet program standards.

Information provided by research is the foundation of effective 
beetle management strategies. 

Hatched from larvae, burrowing beetles tunnel passages, 
“galleries” through the wood, eventually killing the tree.

Ecological research assesses mountain pine 
beetle management plans and determines 
environmental risks of beetle control measures 
to find the best ways to regenerate healthy 
forests. Economic research includes studying 
the physical and chemical properties of infested 
wood and explores the best ways to market wood 
from beetle-impacted forests. Social research 
focuses on the impact of the epidemic on British 
Columbia’s forest communities.

Expected Outcomes:

• First-rate strategic planning for forest health.
• Optimal collaboration between forest sector 

stakeholders.
• Customized market knowledge, and
• Focused, effective transfer of information to 

forest managers and policy-makers.

Less than a centimetre long, the mountain pine beetle, 
Dendroctonus ponderosae, is now a major threat to western 
Canadian forest communities. 

The Mountain Pine Beetle Initiative supports beetle 
management strategies and research that promotes forest health 
now and in the future.



infested area can apply for technical and funding 
assistance to help them manage and reduce the 
spread of mountain pine beetle and rehabilitate 
their infested forestlands. Natural Resources 
Canada will contribute up to 80 per cent of total 
eligible costs, to an annual maximum of $60,000. 

Through the program, First Nations are also able 
to enhance their understanding and knowledge 
of sustainable forest management.

To find out more...

More detailed information about the programs 
listed above is available in the following 
brochures: 

• Research and Development 
Program - MPBI

• Federal Forestlands Rehabilitation  
Program - MPBI

• Private Forestlands Rehabilitation  
Program – MPBI

You can also visit the website at:  
www.mpb.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca

Contact:

Bill Wilson 
Director, Mountain Pine Beetle Initiative and  
Policy Research 
Natural Resources Canada,  
Canadian Forest Service,  
Pacific Forestry Centre 
506 West Burnside Road 
Victoria, BC  V8Z 1M5 
Phone: 250-363-3330, or  
toll free at 1-888-255-7041 
Fax: 250-360-0775 
bwilson@pfc.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca

The Federal Forestlands Rehabilitation Program

The Federal Forestlands Rehabilitation Program 
supports beetle control activities on lands 
managed through the Government of Canada 
- national parks, military/coal reserves and First 
Nations reserves. Natural Resources Canada is 
working with Parks Canada and the Department 
of National Defence in this effort.

Under this program, First Nations bands with 
reserve lands located in the mountain pine beetle 
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The total area affected by mountain pine beetle has grown in recent years.

This publication is funded by the Government 
of Canada through the Mountain Pine Beetle 
Initiative, a program administered by Natural 
Resources Canada, Canadian Forest Service.

©2005 Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada


