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Victoria – The new chair of British
Columbia’s Forest Practices Board predicts
a growing importance for the type of
transparent and independent oversight
provided by the board.

After his three-year appointment was
announced in November, Dr. Bruce Fraser
said the increased reliance on certification
as proof of good forest management and
the extreme retrofit of government
processes has created an environment
where many regulatory functions are
being delegated out.

“This is an especially interesting time for
the board as British Columbia moves from
a rules-based to a results-based forest
management regime,” he said. “We will

have a key role in providing scrutiny over
whether results are being achieved, and
whether those expected results are in
themselves good forest practices.”

A forest ecologist by training, Fraser has
17 years of experience as a consultant 
in the areas of community economic
development, public participation in
resource management and resource
conflict resolution.

The Forest Practices Board is an independ-
ent public watchdog that reports to the
public about compliance with forest
practices legislation and the achievement
of its intent
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CENTRAL COAST PLANNING TABLE 
COMPLETES WORK
Nanaimo – The Central Coast land and resource management planning table has
completed its work and will submit its final recommendations to the British Columbia
government early in 2004 for an area covering 4.8 million hectares (12 million acres)
on the mainland coast of British Columbia, part of which is sometimes called the
Great Bear Rainforest.

The work began more than two years ago when forest companies, conservation
groups, First Nations, government and community representatives reached an
agreement that set out the framework for conservation, ecosystem-based
management and community transition in the region. Dallas Smith, chair of the First
Nations Forum, said the process “proves we can work together respectfully to protect
cultural and environmental values and deliver economic certainty”.

Government-to-government discussions with First Nations will take place in the New Year,
and will help lead to decisions on the legal designation of the lands and implementation 
of the approved land use plan by summer 2004. More information about the Central Coast
planning process is available at www.bcforestinformation.com
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BOARD COMMENDS

DUNKLEY LUMBER

VICTORIA – The Forest Practices Board 

has commended Dunkley Lumber of Hixon,

B.C., for doing an outstanding job of deal-

ing with the mountain pine beetle infesta-

tion and restoring forests.

The board audited forest practices carried out

on Dunkley’s operations in Tree Farm Licence

53 south of Prince George in the last year

including logging; road construction,

maintenance and deactivation; forest

protection; silviculture; and planning. Most 

of the harvesting focused on aggressively

containing the spread of the mountain pine

beetle infestation by removing trees with

beetles in them.

In its audit report, the Forest Practices

Board said Dunkley restored a greater

proportion of harvested land to a tree-

producing state than required by the Forest

Practices Code – and to a level that stands

out for any company. It also praised the

company for focusing its harvesting efforts

on areas hardest hit by the mountain pine

beetle epidemic, while maintaining other

forest values.
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B.C.  RESPONDING TO BEETLES AND FIRES 

Victoria – The British Columbia government is actively looking for ways to harvest and
use high-quality wood from trees recently damaged by wildfires and killed by mountain
pine beetles.

During a trade mission to China in November, Premier Gordon Campbell witnessed the
signing of a letter of intent between Forestry Innovation Investment and the Chinese
Academy of Forestry to study how B.C. wood affected by the fires and beetles can be used
in China. Back home, Forests Minister Michael de Jong signed three agreements inviting
First Nations to harvest fire-damaged timber and fight the mountain pine beetle – part of
government’s commitment to increase First Nations involvement in B.C.’s forest economy.

FII president Christine Kennedy, who signed the letter of intent with the Chinese Academy
of Forestry, said it will allow Chinese scientists to verify what B.C. knows – that much of
the fire-damaged wood can be used for high-quality construction-grade products and
that wood from trees killed by beetles has the same properties and structural integrity as
other wood products. Once academy scientists are confident that the wood is structurally
sound and that beetle-killed wood presents no risk to Chinese forests, they will help
develop standards related to beetle-killed wood that will lead to the removal of import
barriers. In addition, they will work with B.C. experts to help identify potential uses in
China for both fire-damaged and beetle-affected wood.

BEETLE WOOD RETAINS HIGH QUALITY

High-quality wood can be harvested for a number of years after mountain pine beetles
have killed a tree. The wood has the same properties and structural integrity as other
wood products although it may have a blue or grey stain as a result of the fungus
carried by the beetles.

The beetle and the fungus remain just below the bark; the beetles do not eat the wood.
The fungus stain does not affect the wood’s strength, its gluing characteristics or its
ability to be finished so it can be used for high-quality construction grade products.

Because the beetles remain just below the bark, there is almost no risk involved with
transporting logs from beetle-killed trees if the bark is removed, and there is no risk
involved with transporting manufactured lumber.

More information about B.C.’s mountain pine beetle infestation is posted on the
www.bcforestinformation.com website under Forest Facts.

VICTORIA – The Forest Practices Board recently won an appeal to
the B.C. Forest Appeals Commission to overturn a decision to allow
logging of areas on the Queen Charlotte Islands with high levels of
marbled murrelet nesting activity.

The board had appealed a Ministry of Forests decision to allow 
51 cutblocks to be harvested, and the commission agreed that the
five with the best old-growth habitat needed for the survival of the
marbled murrelet should not be logged. The marbled murrelet is a
small seabird that is considered threatened because populations
are rapidly declining.

Dr. Bruce Fraser, chair of the Forest Practices Board, said the board
may recommend that government act quickly to implement the
recommendations of the marbled murrelet recovery team to
protect habitat from further logging.

In January 2003, the board released a special report that
concluded potential habitat for marbled murrelet was being 
lost to forest development because it is taking so long to define
habitat areas. A follow-up report will be released in spring 2004.

COMMISSION OVERTURNS LOGGING APPROVAL
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Victoria – British Columbia plans to offer
new resort and recreation opportunities in
some of its provincial parks as long as the
ecological and conservation role and
integrity of the parks is maintained.

“Populations are aging, park visitors are
from many different cultural backgrounds,
and with that change comes different
wants and needs,” said Joyce Murray, B.C.
minister of water, land and air protection.

“British Columbians and our visitors have
indicated they want more recreational
services and opportunities, and a greater
range of accommodation when they visit
our provincial parks. New lodge
development in the appropriate locations
and under the right conditions is both
desired and welcome.”

Development proposals would have to
complement the spectacular natural

beauty of B.C. parks, and would be subject
to impact assessments and stakeholder
consultation under the Park Act. B.C.’s
parks system is the second largest in
Canada – only the national parks system
is bigger. The province has protected more
than 12 per cent of its land base in
ecological reserves, provincial parks and
recreation areas that maintain B.C.’s
unique diversity and protect its many
ecosystems.

DEVELOPMENT WILL RESPECT CONSERVATION GOALS

BUILDING MARKETS FOR 
B.C. WOOD IN CHINA
Shanghai – Forestry Innovation Investment will work in partnership
with the Jin Qiao Group, a leading Shanghai-based development
corporation, to build a wood demonstration community showcasing
B.C. wood and construction standards.

B.C. Premier Gordon Campbell announced the partnership last
month at a ground-breaking ceremony for Dream Home China, a
$12-million wood demonstration project in Shanghai cost-shared by
B.C.’s government and forest industry. The Dream Home China
project will showcase B.C. building products and advanced wood
technologies, engineering and architectural expertise.

The Premier was joined by a number of B.C. industry leaders for the
ground-breaking ceremony, including Hank Ketcham of West Fraser
Timber Co. Ltd., Allan Ainsworth of Ainsworth Lumber, Jack Law of
Tembec Inc., Hugh Sutcliffe of International Forest Products and Bill
Downing of BC Wood Specialties Group.

The ground-breaking involved the centrepiece of Dream Home
China – a multi-purpose presentation centre that will highlight
advanced wood technologies and wood products in its
construction, and have space for demonstrations of B.C.
commodity and value-added forest products, offices, spaces for
receptions, training and related services. As well as working with
FII to develop the Dream Home China project, the Jin Qiao Group
announced its plans to build 205 additional wood-frame homes
with B.C. providing on-site technical support and quality assurance.
These additional homes will represent roughly 40 per cent of all
the wood homes built in China last year, an indication of the
increasing interest in B.C.’s wood home technology.

Premier Gordon Campbell and Yang Xiao Ming, president of Jin Qiao,

break ground at the site of Dream Home China in Shanghai.

The centrepiece of the Dream Home China project will be a 750-square-

metre Presentation Centre that will showcase the wide range of B.C.

wood products.
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FOREST briefs
NORSKECANADA BUYS RECYCLING PLANT

VANCOUVER – Canadian papermaker NorskeCanada has acquired Western Canada’s largest
paper recycling operation from privately owned Belkorp Group. Russell Horner, Norske
Canada president and CEO, said the acquisition “is good for our bottom line, good for our
customers and good for the environment”. The recycling operation in Coquitlam, B.C., uses
state-of-the-art technology to convert old newspaper and magazines into recycled pulp.
NorskeCanada is the biggest customer for de-inked fibre in B.C.

CANFOR IMPROVES ENERGY EFFICIENCY

PRINCE GEORGE – Canadian Forest Products Ltd. has entered into an agreement with 
B.C. Hydro to build a major cogeneration facility that will make its Prince George Pulp 
and Paper and Intercontinental Pulp mills 100 per cent self sufficient in electricity
generation by 2005. The project will lower production costs and provide environmental
benefits by significantly lowering mill emissions and allowing Canfor to decommission
beehive burners at two northern B.C. sawmills.

The Balance is  produced by Forestry  Innovat ion Investment Ltd. and the BC Market  Outreach Network.
I f  you have an idea for  a  story  you would l ike to submit , contact  us  at  info@bcmon.ca

COASTAL FOREST
STRIKE ENDS
VANCOUVER – The British Columbia
government has passed legislation to end
the coastal forest strike.

In announcing the decision, Premier Gordon
Campbell said both Forest Industrial
Relations, which bargains for the coastal
forest companies, and the Industrial, Wood
and Allied Workers of Canada had indicated
they needed government’s help to enable
them to resolve the dispute, which began
Nov. 21. “Both parties were concerned that
they may be heading to a long, arduous and
potentially damaging negotiation. They have
agreed that government needs to help them
through this.”

The legislation will require an immediate
return to work under the terms of the
collective agreement that expired in June.
The terms of a new contract will be reached
through a mediation-arbitration process that
will take into account the economic viability
and competitiveness of the coastal forest
industry as well as labour relations stability
and interests of unions and employees.

Campbell said enabling legislation is “a
difficult, but necessary measure that will give
both parties the process and mediator/
facilitator that they agree is right to resolve
this dispute now”. Dave Haggard, national
president of the IWA, and Duncan Davies,
chair of Forest Industrial Relations, have
agreed to the appointment of veteran
mediator-arbitrator Don Munroe.

“We all agree that the coastal forest industry
requires labour cost reductions in order to
compete and win again in key markets,” said
Davies. “ What we have been unable to
agree on is how best to achieve those labour
cost reductions. Government has proposed a
pragmatic way to get us to where we need to
be for a stronger, more competitive future.”

Haggard said the union is confident that
with Munroe’s help, “we will find the resolve
that works for our members, communities
and the coastal forest industry.”

The BC Market Outreach Network’s inter-
active display was a hit at the Japan Home
Show in November. About 1,500 lumber
importers, builders, architects and other
industry professionals visited the Network
exhibit to learn more about B.C.’s sustainable
forest practices and its versatile forest
products.

All the booth features, including its 
video presentations and website
(www.bcforestinformation.com), were in
Japanese, as were the information products
distributed. Qualified translators helped
Network staff answer questions about
everything from harvesting cycles to wildlife
protection to certification.

The Network also hosted a one-hour seminar
on the opening day of the show where 75
people received an overview of sustainable
forest management in B.C. and updates on
the mountain pine beetle epidemic and the
recent wildfires.

EXPERIENCING B.C. ’S  FORESTS .  .  .  IN TOKYO


