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DEFINITION DERAILS PROCUREMENT BILL
Sacramento – A State of California senate committee requested re-drafting of a bill that
would have barred state agencies and school districts from buying products made from
‘ancient forest trees’ after realizing it would not achieve the goal intended.

The bill used a definition of late seral stands to define ‘ancient forest trees’ and did not take
into account the many other factors that make up healthy and sustainable forest ecosystems.
As a large proportion of B.C. and Canadian forest products would have potentially fit the
bill’s definition of ‘ancient forest trees’ the BC Market Outreach Network, along with other
organizations such as the Forest Products Association of Canada, American Forest and Paper
Association and the California Forestry Association, worked cooperatively to ensure the
senate committee was provided with accurate information on the bill’s potential impacts.
In 2002, B.C. exported almost $700 million (U.S.) worth of forest products (wood products,
pulp and paper) to California.

VISITORS GET A 
CLOSE LOOK AT 
B.C.  FORESTS
The BC Market Outreach Network has
partnered with the BC Ferries Corporation
to provide passengers on the Queen of the
North’s voyage along the Inside Passage an
up close and personal look at the wild and
beautiful coastline of British Columbia.

Every summer, 35,000 visitors make the
trip from Port Hardy, located on the
northern tip of Vancouver Island to Prince
Rupert, B.C. and along the way they are
treated to some of the most beautiful
landscape the province has to offer. The residents of the small communities that dot the
coastline en route rely on the same land to meet their day to day needs, whether it is
through forestry, fishing, or another means of employment.

The Queen of the North Natural Resource Interpretive Program is offered 4 times daily on
sailings along the coast. Passengers are invited to join informative and entertaining lectures
about British Columbia, its forests, wildlife, and the sights along the way. For more
information on BC Ferries Corporation’s Inside Passage route visit www.bcferries.com.

MESSAGE FROM
MINISTER OF FORESTS
MICHAEL DE JONG

British Columbia’s forests are
important to our environment and
our economy. They are just as
important to the global environment
and the global economy.

Customers from around the world
have come to depend on the secure
supply of high-quality forest products
that come from British Columbia.
They also look to us as world leaders
in sustainable forest practices.

The Government of British Columbia
is making changes to strengthen our
forest economy and maintain our
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VICTORIA – British Columbia is doing an excellent job of
turning harvested sites into new, healthy forests, an
independent study by the Forest Practices Board has found.

“Replacing logged forests is one of the greatest concerns the
public has about forest management in B.C., which is why the
board decided to undertake this study, and we’re pleased to
report these positive findings to the public,” board member
John Cuthbert said.

By law, forest companies logging on B.C. public land must
reforest harvested sites with native species suited to local
ecological conditions. Every year, more than 200 million
seedlings are planted in B.C., and forest companies must tend
these trees until the new growth reaches what is called a free-
growing state, which means there is assurance it will grow
into a new, healthy forest.

The board study looked at the first 6,488 sites required to be
free growing since the rules were established in 1987 and
found excellent results. Across B.C., 85 per cent were free
growing, and most had reached this status 3 years earlier 
than expected. Most of the remaining 15 per cent had
competing brush that had to be removed before the site 
could be considered free growing.

The board noted that achieving free-growing status is a
results-based approach to forestry — since companies choose
how they will meet the free-growing standard — adding that,
in this case the approach is working.

Reforesting BC’s Public Land - An Evaluation of Free-Growing
Success is posted on the Forest Practices Board Web site.
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INVESTING IN B.C.
WOOD EXPORTS
VANCOUVER — Forestry Innovation
Investment Ltd. will invest $8.6 million
through its international marketing and
product development programs this year for
35 projects that will strengthen existing
markets for B.C. forest products and build 
new opportunities.

Industry and federal government contributions
increase the total value of the projects to 
$20 million. Among the projects selected as 
a result of a competitive call for proposals,
here is a sampling:

■ The Western Red Cedar Lumber
Association will promote the benefits of
cedar in the U.S. over substitute products
such as vinyl.

■ Forintek Canada Corp. will help B.C.
industry improve its competitiveness
through technology transfer to support
more productive processing methods.

■ The Council of Forest Industries will
work with Chinese officials to finalize
building codes to support wood
construction.

■ The Coast Forest Lumber Association
will reposition hemlock in Japan as a
superior structural building product under
the brand identity of Canada Tsuga.

■ The BC Wood Specialties Group will
develop and expand niche opportunities
for value-added products in the U.S.,
Europe, Japan, China and India.

A comprehensive list of funded projects,
the full news release and backgrounder are
available on Forestry Innovation Investment
Ltd.’s Web site at 
http://forestry-innovation.bc.ca/.

B.C. REFORESTATION GETS TOP MARKS

B.C. considers a site is

free growing if:

• There are a

minimum (and

maximum) number

of healthy, well-

spaced trees.

• The trees are

ecologically suited 

to the site.

• The stand has been

established for at

least 5 years (8

years in some high-

elevation zones)

• Trees are free of

brush competition.

• Trees meet a

minimum height

requirement for 

the site type.
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COURT UPHOLDS 
SPOTTED OWL
DECISION
Vancouver — The B.C. Court of Appeal
recently upheld a Ministry of Forests
decision related to harvesting near
spotted owl habitat in southern British
Columbia in a ruling that showed the
caution and complexity involved in
sustainable forest management.

The unanimous decision, written by
Madam Justice Jo-Ann Prowse, noted
that the economic use of the forests
must be assessed within the context of
the other resources and values set out
in the preamble to the Forest Practices
Code, such as biological diversity, soil,
water, fish, wildlife, scenic diversity and
other forest resources.

“It is my determination that applying
the proposed harvest system is
consistent with the guidelines provided
in the resource management plan, and
that the resource management plan
was prepared using the best available
spotted owl ecology information,
management approaches and
professional judgment,” she wrote.

Madam Justice Prowse said district
manager Cindy Stern demonstrated
caution when she limited Cattermole
Timber to logging only the smallest of
four cutblocks. “As Ms. Stern noted, the
goal of the innovative logging method
chosen by Cattermole is to enhance
owl habitat, not to destroy it. Whether,
and to what extent, it will succeed in
that regard is unknown, which is why
Ms. Stern restricted her approval to the
smaller area of cutblock 37-1, for
monitoring purposes.”

The court decision is at
www.courts.gov.bc.ca/Jdb-
txt/CA/03/04/2003BCCA0403.htm

B.C.  CLEARS UP MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT WOOD USE

Vancouver – The BC Market Outreach Network wants readers of all ages, including Harry

Potter fans, to know British Columbia does not cut ancient forests to produce pulp and paper.

When the Canadian edition of J.K. Rowling’s latest book – Harry Potter and the Order of the

Phoenix – was released, the local publishing company asserted that having the book

printed on 100 per-cent post-consumer recycled product sourced from outside Canada had

high level of environmental protection. We
are rebuilding forestry in British Columbia
in a way that will encourage innovation,
competition and productivity, and that
makes sense for our resource communities
and First Nations. We will continue to
manage resources on the basis of sound
science and in a cooperative manner,
assuring our customers that British
Columbia will always have a sustainable
and stable forest industry.

On the Pacific Coast, government is
working with First Nations, conservation
groups, local communities, forest
companies and other groups as part of
innovative community-based resource
management. We recently extended a
logging prohibition on almost 1 million
hectares (2.5 million acres) of land so it
remains protected until the Central Coast
land and resource management planning
process is completed.

Across the province, we are improving
forest regulations, already some of
toughest and most comprehensive on
earth, by making them more efficient and
effective while maintaining their high level
of protection. We are opening up forest
sector opportunities for new entrepreneurs
and value-added manufacturers, and more
than doubling the share of our allowable
annual cut available to First Nations.

The severe wildfires British Columbia is
experiencing this summer have been
particularly challenging for B.C.’s

firefighting crews, and for people living in
areas affected by wildfire. Fire is a natural
and regularly occurring part of most
ecosystems in British Columbia, and has
been exacerbated this year by weather
conditions including low levels of
precipitation and high winds.

British Columbia has some of the most
challenging terrain in the world and we
also have one of the world’s best fire
suppression records. While our thoughts
are with the communities and individuals
currently affected by wildfires in B.C., we
also wish to express our appreciation for
the ministry, inter-provincial, municipal,
and military personnel that have been on
the front lines, dealing with one of the
driest summers in British Columbia’s
history. Community volunteers and social
service organizations have done an
amazing job being there for those
communities, and we thank them for their
dedication.

This fall, the World Forestry Congress is
being held in Quebec City. The Province of
British Columbia and the BC Market
Outreach Network will be hosting several
events, including one to showcase our
forest fire fighting capability. If you want
to join us, please contact Sue McMillan at
the Network at 1-866-992-BCMON. You
can also visit the BC Market Outreach
Network’s booth for a tour through a
virtual forest. I look forward to seeing you
there.
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Bui lding Green

VANCOUVER – The BC Market Outreach
Network has posted a new DVD on its Web
site that shows the environmental benefits
of building with wood in any climate.

The DVD, which features architect Lubdor
Trubka and Kelly McCloskey, president of
the Wood Promotion Network, cites a study
that found the construction of an office
building with wood uses 70 per cent less
energy than concrete and 140 per cent less
energy than steel.

In an interview for the DVD, McCloskey
points out: “As a green building material,
wood wins hands down. It doesn’t matter if
you’re talking about the production, the
use or the disposal. It’s the only renewable
building material we have on earth and, at

the same time, it is biodegradable and
recyclable.”

Check out Building Green with B.C. Wood
Products at www.bcforestinformation.com

Taking B.C. ’s  Forests  
on the Road 

VANCOUVER – The BC Market Outreach
Network’s international tradeshow booth
was unveiled in Vancouver on June 10, just
before it was shipped south for the Pacific
Coast Builders’ Conference in San
Francisco. The exhibit replicates B.C.’s
interior and coastal forest, with trees and a
moss-covered forest floor. Its interactive
monitors show logging areas, parks and
wildlife, and lets visitors appreciate the
different forest management techniques
used in each region of the province.

Government Extends
Logging Ban 

VICTORIA – The British Columbia
government will not allow logging on close
to 1 million hectares (2.5 million acres)
along the Pacific Coast to protect the area
until the Central Coast land and resource
management planning process is
completed. The areas, in a region
sometimes called the Great Bear
Rainforest, could be protected permanently
once the planning process concludes in
spring 2004. While logging and mineral
exploration are not allowed, tourism and
traditional First Nations use will continue.

FOREST briefs 
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Representatives from the BC Market
Outreach Network met with state senators,
their staff, and with the bill’s sponsor
Environment California in June to caution
that the bill, as written, could force
California buyers to look elsewhere to
match B.C.’s high-quality forest products.
They pointed out that the bill could also
require that the state would have to look
to supply jurisdictions with lower
environmental standards than British
Columbia and Canada.

“The world’s scientific community has no
clear definition of what is considered old
growth or ancient forest, and even the
definition of old growth in California’s own
forest legislation differs from what was
presented in the proposed bill,” Network
president Christine Kennedy said after
appearing before the senate committee. “It

makes more sense to focus on purchasing
products that come from sustainably
managed forests rather than on a
subjective term.”

British Columbia has two working
definitions for old growth based on
ecological criteria. On the Pacific Coast,
forests more than 250 years old are
considered old growth. In the Interior,
where trees have a shorter life span and
wildfires are more common, old-growth
forests are at least 120 to 140 years old,
depending on the predominant species.
Research has shown these age thresholds
correspond to widely accepted structural
and biological characteristics typically
associated with complex old-growth
forests, such as decaying woody materials,
snags, fallen logs and large trees.

Using these definitions, B.C. has 25 million

hectares (62 million acres) of old-growth
forest; 4 million hectares (10 million acres)
is fully protected in parks and other
protected areas, and another 11.5 million
hectares (30 million acres) will likely never
be harvested due to conservation and
inaccessibility.

Kennedy said the Network told California
state senators that B.C. can guarantee it
will have a large proportion of ancient
forest in perpetuity because its forest
management practices result in the
retention of an appropriate amount of 
old-growth or mature forest across the
landscape.

continued from page 1   Procurement Bi l l



BOARD FINDS IMPROVED
FOREST PRACTICES

VICTORIA – The Forest Practices Board’s
2002 annual report shows that on-the-
ground forest practices continue to
improve in B.C.’s public forests.

The report identified areas where the
board’s work led to measurable
improvements in forest practices –
including stronger government decision-
making processes and better
communication among forestry
professionals to manage risks to the
environment. It also called on

government to improve direction to forest
companies to ensure threatened wildlife
habitat is protected.

While most planning and practices
audited were in compliance with the
Forest Practices Code, the board found
some level of concern in each of the 5
audits reported in 2002, including unsafe
bridges, inadequate government
compliance and enforcement of range
practices, and risks posed by pipeline
construction.

The Forest Practices Board is an
independent public watchdog,

established in 1995, that publishes
reports about compliance with the forest
practices legislation and the achievement
of its intent. In 2002, it published 5 audit
reports, 32 complaint investigation
reports and 6 special reports.

The board also published a special
investigation report related to the
management and conservation of
mountain caribou habitat in the Cariboo
Region that called for clearer operational
plans so results can be measured.

The annual report is posted on the Forest
Practices Board Web site.

The Balance is produced monthly by Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd. 

and the BC Market Outreach Network. If you have an idea for a story you 

would like to submit, contact us at info@bcmon.ca

saved more than 29,640 trees, which it suggested would include

an area larger than Vancouver’s Stanley Park. The BC Market

Outreach Network responded, advising the author and the

publisher that Canada’s forest industry is a leader in recycling, and

B.C. produces pulp and paper with recycled content by combining

residual wood chips left over from the lumber manufacturing

process with post-consumer recycled products.

“Our world-class forest management means we produce the

greenest building materials on earth, and we waste nothing.”

Network president Christine Kennedy said the Network applauds the

fact that printing Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix on

recycled paper will heighten awareness among J.K. Rowling’s many

young readers. However, she said it is important to make it clear that

that B.C. does not use old-growth forests to produce pulp and paper.

The BC Market Outreach Network has invited author J.K. Rowling

to visit B.C. and experience its vast ancient forests, which “are as

close to magic as anything found in the muggle world”.

“Our ancient forests are so vast they would completely cover the

United Kingdom, and two-thirds are fully protected or will likely

never be harvested for economic or environmental reasons,”

Kennedy said. “Our forests may not have unicorns or centaurs, but

they are home to marbled murrelets, spotted owls, cougars and

grizzly bears. They are a backdrop to our breathtaking scenery, the

centre of First Nations traditional culture, and the source of clean

water and spiritual well-being. And just as Professor Dumbledore

watches over Hogwarts, B.C. has tough laws to protect all of our

precious forest values.”
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