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Electronic Forest Management (e-FM) Initiative 

 

The Ministry’s shift to conduct business through electronic 
transmission of information with the business community is called the 
Electronic Forest Management initiative (e-FM). 

The e-FM initiative includes a suite of ministry applications that are 
available to Ministry business partners and focuses on business 
transformation, efficient approval processes and electronic transactions and records. 

A fundamental and central component of e-FM is to use an electronic submission 
framework (ESF) to conduct business with the Ministry’s business community. The ESF 
application supports conducting business with the exchange of “attribute (forms) and 
spatial data (maps)” information through a single, standardized interface across external 
and internal organizations. 

Key business components of the e-FM initiative are: e-Access, e-Records, and e-
Learning. System development projects are underway in each of these categories. Many 
new capabilities are already available, and more are under development for future 
release. 

e-Access  
e-Records – Electronic Records Management  
e-Learning – On-Line Classroom – Web-based Training  

Access to Trim – TRIM data 

As part of the E-FM initiative, GeoBC is making TRIM base map data 
available for free to licensees that are meeting their statutory reporting 
requirements using ESF and the other E-FM tools. Details of the 
announcement replacing Data Exchange Agreements with this new policy  

e-Access 

BCeID 

BCeID is an online service that makes it possible for you to use your Login ID and 
password to sign in securely to any BCeID participating British Columbia Government 
internet site.  

Important: Access to applications may require a BC Government user ID (BCeID). 

If your company does not have a BCeID, please see BCeID Registration Process  

If your company has a BCeID, please see Requesting Access to Electronic Forest 
Management (e-FM) Applications  

 

e-Records 
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Electronic Records Management 

The Ministry is introducing a method for filing both internal and external electronic mail based 
on the government's Microsoft Exchange email system and government's ARCS and ORCS 
filing standard. Since the vast majority of business correspondence today is via email or 
email attachments, this system is expected to replace most of the Ministry's paper-based 
filing methods over time. Because this new tool incorporates the capacity to do electronic 
word by word searches through all email and documents held in it, it will significantly improve
the Ministry's capacity to locate information relevant to any topic. 

Legal documents already in existence in hard copy media must be retained for evidentiary 
purposes. Many of the Ministry's significant documents are very old, and are in paper format. 
These documents will still have value to the Ministry and to government decades from now. 
Over time, an electronic version of these documents may be made available for Ministry 
reference/viewing, thereby ensuring preservation of valuable historic records while providing 
easier access. 

 
e-Learning 

Learning Management System - The Ministry's e-learning system provides a catalog of 
courses. It was used by Ministry and Industry staff to register for the Forest and Range 
Practices Act (FRPA) question and answer sessions in March 2004. It allows students to sign 
up for web-based and classroom training, and tracks and reports on courses taken and 
grades received. The system is available to Ministry and Industry staff to register for 
Ministry-sponsored courses such as FRPA, when required. 

On-Line Classroom - This utility provides a simulated classroom in real time to students who 
are geographically separated. So far, it has been used for training Ministry and Industry staff 
on the RESULTS application and the new Forest and Range Practices Act (FRPA), among other
things. It has received favourable reviews. 

Web-based Training - The Ministry is making a significant investment in courses that can be 
taken via the Web. These interactive courses can be taken at a student’s convenience, at the 
student’s own learning speed. Tests to check comprehension can be built in, and the Learning 
Management System is capable of recording test results. Several of these courses will be 
available to industry over the upcoming months. 

FPC Transition Training  

FRPA Training  

HBS Multimedia Interactive Training  

RESULTS Training  

SPAR Tutorial  
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RESULTS 

The RESULTS (Reporting Silviculture Updates and Land status Tracking System) 
application tracks silviculture information by managing the submission of Openings, 
Disturbances, Silviculture activities and Obligation declarations as required by the Forest 
and Range Practices legislation. 

Data submitted under the Electronic Submission Framework (ESF) is explicitly linked to 
associated spatial information, thereby ensuring consistency in the geographic 
information.  Information is accessible at all times to Ministry and forest industry staff 
either on-line or through various reports.  All data (including Spatial data) is replicated 
to the Ministry of Agriculture and Lands - Integrated Land Management Bureau's Land 
Resource Data Warehouse (LRDW) and can be viewed in RESULTS using MapView. 
 Information providers may subscribe to the LRDW Distribution Service where users can 
order data for download from the warehouse. 

Ongoing updates to this site provide stakeholders with information and status of the 
project. 

For further support, please see Application Support. 
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LRDW: Frequently Asked Questions

Questions

The following questions are those most commonly asked by the user community about 
LRDW content, processes and functionality.

What is the LRDW?1.

Who is responsible for the LRDW?2.

What types of data are in the LRDW?3.

What forms are the data in?4.

Who provides the data to the LRDW?5.

How is data loaded to the LRDW?6.

What is the Population Service?7.

What is metadata?8.

What is the Discovery Service?9.

What are Access Services?10.

What is the Distribution Service?11.

What is a data custodian?12.

Answers

1. What is the LRDW?

The Land and Resource Data Warehouse (LRDW) is a central, consolidated repository of 
land and resource information from across the province, offering a powerful suite of 
services for clients in government ministries and other agencies, business partners, and 
the public. The LRDW allows users to browse, search, query, view, access, analyze, 
order, pay for, and download data sets from the warehouse.

2. Who is responsible for the LRDW?

The Integrated Land Management Bureau is responsible for the actual management of 
the warehouse acting as a data steward of the information content. The contact for the 
LRDW Project is the Director, Elaine Dawson (e-mail: Elaine.Dawson@gov.bc.ca).

3. What types of data are in the LRDW?

The LRDW includes: cadastral information (tenures, ownership, boundaries); resource 
information (vegetation, fisheries, wildlife), provincial atlas (rivers, roads, buildings, 
topography, surveys), and planning and analysis information (Land and Resource 
Management Plans, Sustainable Resource Management Plans). The Discovery Service 
provides information about the data that is loaded into the warehouse.

4. What forms are the data in?

B.C. Home GeoBC LRDW Frequently Asked Questions
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The information is in the following formats: table (attribute data), vector (spatial data, 
accessed as layers), raster (images), and documents.

5. Who provides the data to the LRDW?

Various government ministries (such as Agriculture and Lands, Environment, Forests 
and Range, Energy and Mines) and business partners (forest companies, consultants, 
and federal government) provide data for loading (publishing) into the LRDW.

6. How is data loaded to the LRDW?

Various government ministries and business partners (forest companies, consultants, 
federal government) provide data for actually putting (publishing) into the LRDW.

7. What is the Population Service?

The Population Service allows designated people to upload information to the LRDW. 
Publishing to the warehouse is a multi-step procedure that involves such things as: 
acquiring the data, determining user requirements, designing the warehouse model and 
ways to view the data, documenting security restrictions, and developing the metadata.

8. What is metadata?

Metadata is data about data. It is data that describes a particular data set — the nature, 
extent, method and time of collection and all other pertinent information about the 
data. Metadata is a very crucial component to any data set because the information in 
the metadata allows users to search for a particular data set.

9. What is the Discovery Service?

The Discovery Service allows users to search the information in the LRDW in a number 
of different ways to find different types of information and data that is most appropriate 
or their use. Discovery Service uses the information contained in the metadata and 
allows users to search on a keyword, data custodian, theme, date, location and more.

10. What are Access Services?

Access Services allow users to work directly with warehouse information using a variety 
of different ways to look at the data (views).

11. What is the Distribution Service?

The Distribution Service allows users to order data for download from the warehouse. 
Users receive a copy of the data from the warehouse for analysis on their own systems. 
To avoid problems with data duplication and using data that may rapidly become out-of
-date, users are encouraged to use data online through Access Services.

12. What is a data custodian?

Each data set has a data custodian who is accountable for the data published to the 
LRDW. The data custodian is responsible for overseeing that the data is organized and 
"packaged" in an appropriate way, is up-to-date and of high quality, follows clear and 
consistent standards, has security "clearance" for release, is uploaded using reliable and 
secure processes, and contains comprehensive and accurate metadata.
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Forest Analysis and Inventory Branch 

What’s New  
Forest Analysis Projects  
Forest Inventory Projects  

Forest Analysis and Inventory Branch provides vegetation resources inventory, resource 
analysis and decision support for a wide variety of clients and projects. Current key 
projects include:  

developing, producing and maintaining vegetation resources inventory;  

conducting timber supply reviews to support the chief forester's  determination of 
allowable annual cuts (AACs);  

assisting with the development of plans, information and analysis to address the 
current mountain pine beetle epidemic;  

advising on timber supply implications of treaty negotiations and land use planning
initiatives;  

supporting access to information for Forest Stewardship Planning. 

What’s New 

Merritt Timber Supply Area Rationale for Allowable Annual Cut (AAC) 
Determination – December 2010  

Soo TSA Timber Supply Analysis Public Discussion Paper - October 2010  

Tree Farm Licence 56 Rationale for Allowable Annual Cut (AAC) Determination 
– September 2010  

Kootenay Lake Timber Supply Area Rationale for Allowable Annual Cut (AAC) 
Determination – August 2010  

Tree Farm Licence 19 Rationale for Allowable Annual Cut (AAC) Determination 
– August 2010  

Sunshine Coast Timber Supply Area Timber Supply Review Data Package 
– July 2010  

Monitoring Harvest Activity Across 29 Mountain Pine Beetle Impacted Management 
Units  

Provincial Forest Cover Data posted to LRDW — The Forest Analysis and 
Inventory Branch is pleased to announce that a new release of the Provincial 
Forest Cover Data, also know as Vegetation Resource Inventory (VRI), is currently 
available in the Land Resource Data Warehouse (LRDW).  Detailed information 
about this release can be found at VRI Data Management.  

Forest Act 

Bioenergy Opportunities Using Wood Resources 
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Forest Analysis Projects 

Timber Supply Review  

Current Allowable Annual Cut (AAC)  

Area–Based AAC  

Forest Stewardship Planning and Data Access for Industry  

Forest Inventory and Monitoring in Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) Areas  

Future Forest Ecosystems  

Sign–up for Email Notices 
Add or delete your name to receive email updates! 

Forest Inventory Projects 

Vegetation Inventory Advisory Council (VIAC)  

Vegetation Resources Inventory (VRI)  

VRI Data Management  

National Forestry Inventory (NFI)  

Vegetation Cover Update  

Forest Inventory Audits  

Inventory Projection  

Remote Sensing and Geomatics  

Forest Investment Account  

Maps of the Inventories  

Inventory Program Review  

Contacts  

Resources and Downloads  
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Land and Resource Data Warehouse

Welcome to the Land and Resource Data Warehouse 
(LRDW)

The Land and Resource Data Warehouse (LRDW) is the corporate repository for integrated 
land, resource and geographic data that supports a variety of business requirements for 
the natural resource sector, other government agencies, industry and the public.

The following services are available to find out what data is in the warehouse, download it 
or view it through your browser. Each service has online help to assist users. Some 
services have tutorials which show a user how to utilize the service.

What's New

Get current and up to date information on the Discovery, Distribution and iMapBC.

Discover Data

The Discovery Service allows users to determine what data is available in the warehouse. 
This service can be accessed online at: https://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/geometadata/home.do 

Download Data

The Distribution Service allows users to order information for download from the 
warehouse to their own computers. This service can be accessed online at: 
https://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/dwds/home.so

View Data

The Access Service allows users to view warehouse data directly through a web browser 
using mapping software. This service can be accessed online 
at:http://webmaps.gov.bc.ca/imfx/imf.jsp?site=imapbc

GeoBC Service Desk

For assistance with Applications, Data (content) and Services, e-mail:  
GEOBC Service Desk.
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B.C. Home MoFR > FAIB > VRI Data Management 

Forest Stewardship 
Division

  

 
VRI DATA 
MANAGEMENT 
CONTENTS 

VRI DATA MGMT 
Home

VRI Digital Data Sales 
& Distribution

Vegetation Resource 
Inventory 
Management System 
(VRIMS)

 

 RELATED SITES

Vegetation Resource 
Inventory

National Forest Inventory

Vegetation Cover Update 

Inventory Projection

Variable Density Yield 
Prediction

Forest Inventory Audit 
Program

VRI Data Management

Remote Sensing

Resource Information 
Standards Committee 
(RISC)

Conservation Data Centre

Ecology

Soils

Terrain

Wildlife

 

 CONTACTS

Contact Information

  

 

VRI Data Management provides information and documentation 
on VRI data. 

News 

Download entire Provincial VRI Veg Comp Poly Rank 1 
Layer Dataset as a single file geo-database. for 
instructions [download] here.  Posted 26 January 2010. 
 
Resource Inventory History database will be removed from 
the distribution services.  This information is out of date 
and is duplicated in the Veg_Comp data for distribution.  
Posted 22 January 2010 
 
Changes to the Provincial Forest Cover in the 2009 
Projection. 

This describes changes to the VEG_COMP_LYR_R1_POLY 
made during the 2009 projection including the impacts of 
the Mountain Pine Beetle (MPB) on the Provincial Forest 
Inventory. The 2009 projection allowed for some 
significant additions to the VEG_COMP-LYR_R1_POLY data 
model including the addition of a field called Forest 
Management Land Base Indicator (FMLB) and the re-
introduction of projected age class, projected height class 
and projected crown closure class.  [download] Posted 11 
January 2010. 

Important notice for VDYP 7 users [download] Posted 17 
June 2009  

Ownership coverage currently available for internal and 
external to government data users. It is found in the 
LRDW at whse_forest_vegetation.f_own. This data is also
available for download through the Data Distribution 
Services using GEO BC http://geobc.gov.bc.ca/. 
 
This ownership data replaces the data compiled up to 
1985 for the Forest Inventory Planning (FIP) files and is 
generalized from information supplied by Integrated 
Registries Branch, Ministry of Agriculture and Lands. It 
follows the same data model as the outdated information 
it replaces.  For more information on this data follow this 
link:  

https://apps.gov.bc.ca/pub/geometadata/metadataDetail.do?
from=search&edit=true&showall=showall&recordSet= 
ISO19115&recordUID=32950 

Documentation can be down load [here]  

Ministry of Forests and Range

VRI Data Management

Sign-Up for Email Notices

Add or delete your 
name to receive e-mail 
updates! 

  

Download Resources

Reports

Standards (data 
dictionary, models, etc)

Software

  
Land and Resource Data 
Warehouse (LRDW)

Download Vegetation 
Resource Inventory 
(VRI) Data
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Forest Analysis and Inventory Branch (FAIB) is pleased to 
announce that the new Provincial Forest Cover Data is 
currently available in the Land and Resource Data 
Warehouse (LRDW).  
 
The data layers have undergone a number of changes that 
while improving its usability will impact some who have 
become familiar with this data structure over the last three
years.  
 
Download document changes to attributes [download]  

Director's Announcement on Letter Provincial Forest 
Cover Data [download]  

  

Forest Analysis and Inventory Branch has opened access 
to VRI data to the public by making it freely accessible and 
available via the internet.  Digital Data 
Exchange Agreements are no longer needed. The data 
distribution is provided through the Natural Resource 
Information Center  (NRIC) website.  Since making this 
data available about 6 gigabytes of VRI data have been 
downloaded each month.   
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One Place for B.C. Wildfire Information 
 

 

 

 

 

Evacuations & Alerts

Find out more on evacuation orders and alerts, road closures and travel 
conditions. To best protect yourself and your loved ones, be quick and calm
when wildfires threaten your community. 

Wildfire Activity Overview

Track the location, size and severity of wildfires of note and all current 
wildfires across British Columbia. You can also access the latest statistics 
on human-caused and naturally occurring wildfires in the province. 

Current Conditions & Bans

Going camping? Clearing away yard waste? Before you strike the match, 
check whether campfires or open burning are allowed in your region. 
Also find out about area closures, fire danger ratings, weather forecasts, air 
quality, travel conditions and the location of active wildfires. 

Preparedness & Prevention

Learn how to prevent fires, reduce the risk of damage to your home and 
create a plan to protect your family if a wildfire threatens your community. 
You’ll also find info about new rules that shrink the size of legal campfires 
this summer. 
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Connect 

        

Video 

View all videos and multimedia 

Helpful Links 
BC Air Quality  
DriveBC  
Fire Danger Rating Map  
FireSmart  

Our Wildfire Fighters

The world looks to BC for its fire fighting excellence and expertise. Learn 
more about the crews protecting your forests and communities this summer. 

Search
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Follow us on Facebook  
Follow us on Twitter  
Report Wildfires  
Wildfire Management Branch  

Twitter 
In Prince George? Want to Learn More about Forests Attacked by the Mountain Pine Beetle? 
http://ow.ly/3h278 3 days ago 
More than hoses, planes and rain. B.C. uses science when fighting forest fires: http://ow.ly/3ezAc 
9 days ago 
See Smoke, Flames on Terrace Mt? Wildfire Management Branch is burning debris in area of last 
year’s wildfire http://ow.ly/2VcRM 45 days ago 
Did you know there are 65 Wildland Fire Origin & Cause Investigators in BC? 25 of them 
received their training in June of this year. 56 days ago 
Last year in BC, 219 wildfire-related investigations were completed. The result: 170 Wildfire Act 
and Regulation violation tickets! 56 days ago 

Copyright | Disclaimer | Privacy | Accessibility
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B.C. Home  Forests and Range  Wildfire Management Branch  Fire Weather  Maps  Fire 
Danger Rating

Fire Danger Rating

Related Information

Danger Class Report •

Maps are updated at approximately 14:00 and again at 18:00 PST on the date indicated 
on the map. 

 

What the Danger Class Ratings mean: 

Low Fires may start easily and spread quickly but there will be minimal 
involvement of deeper fuel layers or larger fuels. 

Moderate Forest fuels are drying and there is an increased risk of surface fires 
starting. Carry out any forest activities with caution. 
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High Forest fuels are very dry and the fire risk is serious. New fires may start 
easily, burn vigorously, and challenge fire suppression efforts. Extreme 
caution must be used in any forest activities. Open burning and industrial 
activities may be restricted. 

Extreme Extremely dry forest fuels and the fire risk is very serious. New fires will 
start easily, spread rapidly, and challenge fire suppression efforts. 
General forest activities may be restricted, including open burning, 
industrial activities and campfires. 

This Danger Class map is intended for general public information only. For regulated 
forest operations, the Danger Class value must be derived from weather data 
representative of the site on which operations are being conducted. 

Where discrepancies exist between the colour display on the weather maps and the 
numerical values posted for the weather stations, the posted numerical values shall 
take precedence for the purpose of implementing the Wildfire Regulation.
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• Engineering
• Real Estate Operations
• Timber Tenures

• Arbitration Awards
• Brochures
• Community Forests 
• Woodlot Licence 

Program

• BC Timber Sales
• Forms
• Forest Library
• Govt.Tel. Directory 
• Provincial Map
• MSRM

Provincial Map of Tree Farm Licences,   
Timber Supply Areas, Regions and Districts 
(click on map icons below) 
 
The following map of the province includes the boundaries for all tree 
farm licences (TFLs), timber supply areas (TSAs), regions and districts.  
A list of TFLs and districts is also included. 
The format is Adobe (pdf) and there are two versions with differing 
resolution. 

Caution -  boundaries are in a constant state of flux as are company 
names and ownership.  This map was accurate at the date noted on the 
map.  Please contact this branch (see Telephone/Address header 
above) if you have any questions. 

1 - High resolution - this file is ~ 8 megs in size and is suitable for 
printing with a plotter. 

HIGH RESOLUTION 

2 - Low resolution - this file is ~ 4 megs in size and is suitable for 
printing with a standard black and white or preferably color printer. 

LOW RESOLUTION 

  

These maps were prepared by ILMB for use and distribution by the 
Resource Tenures and Engineering Branch.
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On This Page 

An orthophoto is a geometrically corrected aerial photograph. It is generated when variations in scale and 
displacements, caused by tilt of the aircraft and terrain relief, are removed from the aerial photograph by a 
process called orthophoto rectification. This allows for ground features to be displayed in their true ground 
position with a constant scale throughout the image. 

All BC Government orthophotos are provided as uncompressed TIFF files in UTM projection, unless otherwise 
specified, and are available for selected areas of British Columbia in Black and White or Colour. Most images 
have a pixel resolution of 1 meter, with some colour orthophotos available at 0.5m resolution. 

The BC Government also provides orthophoto mosaics, which are orthophotos that have been merged or tiled 
together, then clipped to the BCGS 1:20 000 map grid.  

Product Details 

Orthophoto Samples 

To see a sample colour orthophoto at 0.5 meter resolution click here. 

To see a sample colour orthophoto at 1 meter resolution click here. 

To see a sample black and white orthophoto at 1 meter resolution click here. 

  

Frequently Asked Questions 

What is an orthophoto?  

Crown Registry and Geographic Base 

Imagery > 
Orthophotos  

  Pick a CRGB product or service

Product Details 
Specifications 

Frequently Asked Questions 
Product Resources 

How to Acquire 
Base Mapping 

  Index Grid:  BCGS 1:20 000 

  Geographic Extent:  BC 

  Compilation Scale:  20000 

  Pixel Size (metres):  o.5 and 1.0 

  Is Colour:  Yes 

  Format:  TIFF 

  Is Compressed:  No 

  Is Lossy Compression:  No 

  Compression Ratio:  N/A 

  Projection:  UTM 

  Library:  BC DIS Image Warehouse 
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GEOBC 

As described in the overview an orthophoto is a geometrically corrected aerial 
photograph that is projected similarly to a topographical map, when viewed are displayed in their true ground 
position with a constant scale throughout the image. 

An orthophoto allows for the direct measurement of distances, areas, and positions (if printed at scale or used 
in a Geographic Information System). An orthophoto may serve as a base layer onto which other map 
information may be placed.  

Can orthophotos be delivered in a tiled tiff format? 

No, orthophotos are delivered in an uncompressed un-tiled tiff format. 

Product Resources 

Related Products 

Additional Information 

How to Acquire 

Pricing 

Before Using the Base Map Online Store 

Please review the following introductory materials before proceeding to the BMOS site: 

Orthophoto Mosaics >> AT Scans >> 

Date of photography used to create orthos >> 2006 Orthophoto Coverage 

Search using Base Map Online Store Discovery 
Tool 

Open in Google Earth

Digital Orthophoto BCGS 20K Map Sheet (Map Sheets with 50-100% coverage) $200.00 each

Digital Orthophoto BCGS Partial 20K Map Sheet (Map Sheets with less than 50% 
coverage)

$100.00 each

Requirements to Use the BMOS >> 

Product Brochure  >> 

Currency, Costs, Taxes  >> 

Product Delivery Times  >> 

Cancellations, Refunds, Discounts  >> 
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B.C. first in Canada to give Google its maps 
An overhead view of Port Alberni illustrates what can happen when 
government works with an Internet mapping service. 
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An overhead view of Port Alberni illustrates what can happen when government works with an Internet 
mapping service. 

The right side of the image on this page depicts what Google Earth and Google Maps showed before 
entering into an agreement with the B.C. provincial government: Streets are identified, and you can 
make out green space and built-up sections, but the map is vague on details. 

On the left side of the image is what you can see with the government's help: A high-definition view in 
which houses and commercial buildings can be picked out and, zooming in, you can make out 
individual trees in all that green space. 

On Friday, Agriculture and Lands Minister Stan Hagen announced GeoBC, a government organization, 
will provide 24/7 access to the province's geographic database in partnership with Google. This 
information will be available online at geobc.gov.bc.ca and from Google Earth. 

This makes B.C. the first government in Canada to supply Google with access to its information. 

At the touch of a computer button, residents and tourists can check out an area before hitting the road, 
and industry executives and entrepreneurs can scout a location to see if it's a viable place to set up 
shop. 

A mining executive wanting to check out an area in northern B.C. can get aerial and 3-D images of the 
area, and also find information from GeoBC's provincial geographic warehouse about such things as 
mineral potential, the existing road network and transmission lines, as well as existing constraints on 
land use, such as wildlife habitat, first nations treaty settlement issues, and the existence of trap lines. 

"A question we get asked quite a bit is, 'Where are the power lines?' " said Mark Zacharias, acting 
assistant deputy minister for GeoBC. "If you're going to have a development, you will need access to 
the grid, so this gives you that." 

Zacharias said that by making this available on Google Earth, "not only will you be able to zoom in on 
an area and get a high-resolution view, you'll also be able to download about 600 different themes from 
the provincial [geographic] data warehouse." 
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In a statement, Hagen said that this information "is essential for decision-makers, and we hope to see 
this information drive innovation and new business opportunities in B.C." 

Zacharias said having this information on Google "will make it that much easier for citizens, business 
interests, environmental groups or anyone interested in coming here to be able to look at B.C., query 
what they want to look at and get the answer they want." 

He also said that GeoBC hopes to have 200 of the themes posted by the fall, with the full 600 themes 
available in early 2009. 

While Friday's announcement is the first partnership between a Canadian government and Google, 
digital mapping expert Ron Lake expects more will follow. 

"I think we'll see something like this all over the world," said Lake, CEO and chairman of Galdos 
Systems Inc. and an organizer of next week's GeoWeb conference, Monday to Friday at the Morris J. 
Wosk Centre for Dialogue. 

"With the introduction of high-resolution aerial photography, 3-D city models and ground-level 
photography, you can see things at a scale that matters for urban planning or urban development," said
Lake. 

mandrews@png.canwest.com 
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