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REGIONAL MANAGER’S FOREWORD

The Forest Service that I have worked in for most of my adult life is anchored in a
proud tradition of public service and is inextricably linked to the growth and
development of rural British Columbia. Don Gayton has tried to capture some of
that history and the origins of the Forest Service traditions in these writings. Only in
the Forest Service would you be able to find such an able scribe in-house. I thank
Don for his excellent work and hope you all enjoy.

Vern Quaroni,
Acting Regional Manager
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INTRODUCTION
History is personal. Because it is, there is not just one history, there are many. In the 106
years of the Forest Service’s presence in Nelson, we estimate fifteen hundred people have
worked for the organization. So there are really fifteen hundred histories of the Nelson
Forest Region office, not just one. Nevertheless, it comes down to one writer, one “inkstained wretch,” to dip briefly into these deep and complex historical waters, and come
up with one small book.
When I first assessed the sources of information available to me to write this history, I
was stunned. There was a wealth of information right at 518 Lake Street. Then there was
the Forest Service Library in Victoria, and the BC Archives in the same city. The Nelson
Museum is a treasure trove. Then of course there are the people, both current staff and
retired. I realized very quickly that to write a history of the Nelson Forest Region would
be an excellent thesis project for a Ph.D. student in History. All the great themes in the
development of British Columbia and her resources are here, woven tightly into a
complex local fabric. That definitive history has yet to be, and should be, written.
In addition to the historical narrative, I interviewed a number of retired staff between
November 2002 and March 2003, and the interviews are included in this book. We have
also included a global list of the names of every person we could find who worked in the
Nelson Forest Region, right from its inception.
This history is not designed to help us accept the closure of the Nelson Forest Region.
This office and its staff have been a vital part of the Nelson community since the year of
its founding, and it is my personal belief that the closure is a mistake that may someday
be rectified. In the meantime, we can certainly pay honor to the men, the women and the
work of the Nelson Forest Region, and that is what this book sets out to do.
I urge readers to take up this collective history, to keep it alive, and keep it moving
forward. In urging this, I wish to flag three very significant historical resources that are
available to everyone:
• The Nelson Museum has a great collection of forestry-related documents and
photographs. The Director, Shawn Lamb, is not only encyclopedic, but generous with
her time and knowledge;
• The Forest Service Library website (http://www.for.gov.bc.ca/HFD/library/lib_pub.htm) has
all the MOF Annual Reports scanned, and available on-line, all the way back to 1911.
• The British Columbia Archives Visual Records Collection at
(http://www.bcarchives.gov.bc.ca/index.htm) has a phenomenal 100,000 early photographs
that are scanned and searchable on-line.
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I have somewhat arbitrarily chosen 1978 as the closing date for the organization’s
history, partly because the more recent history is, the harder it is to write. There are a host
of notable events and personalities, which were not included in this narrative, for lack of
time. I apologize for those omissions, and any errors that have crept into the text.
Hopefully someone will take up the challenge of writing the full story of the Nelson
Forest Region.
Lastly, I would like to thank the following: Vern Quaroni, acting Regional Manager, for
making this project happen; Dawn Wrangler, for her impressive archival and research
skills; Nick Bowolin for his long memory and confidence in my abilities, and Shawn
Lamb for her prompt and thorough archival assistance.
Don Gayton
March, 2003

Map provided by Rick Logan, MOF
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The forest primeval: a stagecoach on the road to Nelson, in the 1890’s. Silver King Mine
and the tramway line are faintly visible in the background. BC Archives photo
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A NAVIGATIONAL GUIDE TO MINISTRY OF FORESTS
NAME AND JURISDICTION CHANGES

Time
Period

18971912
19121925
19251933
19331944
19451961
19621974
1975
19761977
19781985
19861987
19882003
2003
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Name
Timber Inspection Branch
Scaling Branch
Forest Protection Branch
Forests Branch

Jurisdiction

Nelson Office
Name

Department of Lands

Nelson Offices

Department of Lands

Nelson Offices

Forests Branch

Department of Lands

Forests Branch

Department of Lands

Southern
Interior Region
Nelson Offices

Forest Service

Forest Service

Ministry of Lands and
Forests
Dept. of Lands, Forests &
Water Resources
Department of Forests

Forest Service

Ministry of Forests

Ministry of Forests

Ministry of Forests

Ministry of Forests & Lands
Ministry of Forests

Ministry of Forests and
Lands1
Ministry of Forests

Ministry of Forests

Ministry of Forests

Forest Service

For a brief time in 1986, we were part of the Ministry of Lands, Parks and Housing!
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Nelson Forest
District
Nelson Forest
District
Nelson Forest
District
Nelson Forest
District
Nelson Forest
Region
Nelson Forest
Region
Nelson Forest
Region
Southern
Interior Region

OCTOBER 6, 19122
John Martin, Timber Inspector, arose early and
breakfasted at the Hume Hotel, as was his custom.
Sawmill inspection today, at Sproule Creek. Busy place
that, with seven or eight mills tucked away in the bush.
He could wait and catch the CPR train at 10:05, but it
was a lovely clear morning, and to go on foot would be
pleasant. Give him time to think. He stopped briefly at the
Courthouse to pick up his ledger from the office and then
went back uptown. Buildings lined Baker Street almost all
the way to the Station. What a change from when he first
arrived in Nelson, almost fifteen years ago! He checked
his pocket watch: six-thirty AM. No signs of life yet in the stores and businesses, but it
wouldn’t be long. The train station was already busy though; freight wagons coming and
going. As he started up the long hill on Government Road he could see down the West
Arm. The bare rock and burnt snags from the fires of Ought Six were still visible, but
young, vigorous Douglas-fir seedlings were popping up everywhere, many already taller
than a man.
The forest landscape was changing rapidly; so was the Service. First the Fulton
Commission, then a reorganization of the
Department of Lands offices into a Forests
Branch. It was exciting, but Martin knew
his days were numbered. Fulton argued
strongly for the professionalization of the
Branch, and he, John Martin, had barely
finished Grade Nine when he left Ontario to
seek his fortune Out West. His had been the
School of Hard Knocks; first a stint at the
Silver King Mine, then purser on one of the CPR sternwheelers, then the Timber
Inspector job. Now the position was called District Forester, and it was just a matter of
time before they would replace him with someone with a forestry degree from the
University in Toronto or New Brunswick. But that was okay; when he’d started in 1897,
he never expected the job to last this long. He had a nice nest egg, tucked away in the
Bank of Montreal, and he’d been hearing stories about cheap land and wide open spaces
up in the Cariboo. Maybe he’d give that a try.
The waters of the West Arm sparkled and danced in the morning sun as he approached
the Taghum bridge. Made him think of his boat. He’d had Hale Boatbuilders build him a
fourteen foot dory from local cedar. It was a beautiful craft, light as a feather, handled
well with the long sculls. Spent many a pleasant evening on the West Arm with it. If he
left, maybe he’d take it with him. One of the nice things about British Columbia, he
reasoned, is that no matter where you go, you’re never far from water.
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This is a fictional day in John Martin’s life, since no information about the man has been unearthed.
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BUILDINGS TELL STORIES
Buildings tell stories; they grow and evolve, they have triumphs and tragedies, just like
the people who work in them. The building at 518 Lake Street is no exception.
Finding a permanent home for the Nelson Forest Region offices was a long and
complicated struggle. Prior to finally securing the building at 518 Lake Street, the staff
were tenants in other government and commercial buildings around town. Forest Service
folks have always been hard to house; they do not sit quietly in cubicles like most other
government workers. They observe the standard work week only in winter; they need
parking for vehicles, storage for tools, room for maps and access to their building at all
hours of the day or night. Seasonal workers come and go, everything from weather
stations to soil samples are loaded and unloaded on a regular basis, and bulky
communications equipment must always be close at hand. In short, they are not ideal
tenants. The completion of the garage and warehouse on Lake Street in 1937 was the first
step in realizing the long-held dream of a standalone Forest Service building.
The first recorded Nelson address for the Timber Inspection Branch (predecessor to the
Forest Branch) is found in the Henderson’s Directory for the year 1897. This was the
original Provincial Courthouse, an elegant wooden Victorian structure built in 1893,
precisely where the modern courthouse stands today, on the corner of Ward and Vernon
Streets.

The original Nelson Courthouse, and offices of J.R.
Martin, Assistant Timber Inspector, from 1897 to
1906. Photo courtesy Nelson Museum.
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In 1906, the original Courthouse building was moved from its location to make way for a
new, larger stone building. Relocated to Front Street, the original Courthouse then served
as City Hall until the 1950’s.
The new Courthouse, now considered one of the architectural jewels of BC, was designed
by the famous architect Francis Rattenbury, who also designed the Parliament buildings
in Victoria. The basement of this building became the Forest Branch’s home until offices
were added to the original Lake Street garage building in 1952. (Due to space limitations,
the Forest Service’s Range staff actually went back to the basement of the Courthouse for
a few years in the 1970’s.)
Life in the basement of the Courthouse was never dull, especially when you were
cheek by jowl with the Employment office at the height of the Depression. Here is an
excerpt from a 1938 note from Assistant Forester E.E. Gregg, to the Chief Forester:
“Now to get rid of the Employment Relief Offices. I understand it has been the felt desire
for a long time especially since the bombing episode to free the Courthouse of traffic by
Unemployed, Transients, and such as they are now wont to congregate….”
The Courthouse only accommodated the offices of the Forest Service. Warehouse space
for tools and equipment was rented at various locations around town, and Forest Service
vehicles had to be parked at employee’s homes. During R.E. Allen’s tenure as District
Forester, lobbying began for funds to build a new garage/warehouse building. C.D.
Orchard, Assistant Chief Forester in Victoria, was a strong supporter of the project, and
the necessary funds were secured. The hunt was on for a place to construct the building,
and an opportunity presented itself on Lake Street, just a stone’s throw from the
Courthouse.
Nelson’s Lake Street had a colorful history, as the center of the Chinese community, as
well as the locale for various brothels and gambling houses. During the Depression of the
1930’s however, the street was in decline, with many of its wooden buildings either
derelict or in dire need of repair. The consequent low property values, together with its
proximity to the Courthouse, may have been the deciding factors in the Forest Service’s
purchase of three vacant lots on the 500 block of Lake Street. The building project
proceeded at an amazing speed; owner George Atkinson offered the property for six
hundred dollars in June of 1936; his offer was accepted and title was transferred to the
Crown in August. Plans were drawn up for the building, and in September tenders went
out. T.H. Waters Company of Nelson was the successful bidder on the 62x42 ft. building,
for an all-in contract price of $7089.68. Work began in October 1936, 3 and the building
was ready for use in January of 1937. Imagine how long this same series of events would
have taken if they occurred today!
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The Department of Public Works contract that Waters signed included the following stipulation: “The
Contractor shall not employ on the work, either directly or indirectly, any Asiatics.”
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The original Garage and Warehouse Building just after completion, January, 1937. The
“A.S. Horswill” advertisement in the upper right hand corner of the photo is still visible on
the current Rickaby’s Restaurant building, on the corner of Vernon and Josephine Streets.
The building with balconies is Galardi Court Apartments, which is still standing.

The original garage/warehouse structure, which forms the center part of the current Lake
Street building, was a rectangular, two-story structure, devoid of any architectural
adornment. Built like the proverbial masonry latrine, this poured-concrete building was
massive, utilitarian, and designed to accommodate a future third story. Vehicles had
access to the second floor by means of a ramp on Lake Street, and to the first floor by bay
doors opening on to the alley. A coal-fired furnace was installed after the building was
complete.
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By carefully looking at the current building, one can see the footprint of this original
1937 structure. The best perspective from which to see the original part of the current
building is from the Lake Street side.

The 1937 Building seen from Lake Street.

Roughly the same view in 2003. The 1937 portion
is in the center, with one story added in the
1970’s. The rest of the 1952 addition is on the
right, partly obscured by the ponderosa pine.
The middle window opening in the 1937 portion
is unchanged from the original.

Periodic internal reorganizations and office moves are not just a fact of life in the modern
Forest Service, they happened in the early days as well. The Nelson Daily News of
March 14, 1947, reported that the Forest Service, whose offices previously had been
spread across the main floor and basement of the Courthouse, were now consolidated in
the basement.
No one knows for sure when the scheme of adding office space to the garage/warehouse
building was first hatched. However, two pieces of evidence suggest that the second
phase was planned even before the first phase was built; the purchase of three lots instead
of one, and the extra reinforcement built into the specifications of the garage building that
would allow future additions on top of it.
The rapid expansion of the Forest Service following World War II provided the
impetus for turning the Garage into an office, and moving the headquarters from the
Courthouse to Lake Street. The 1951-52 renovation of the Garage building was extensive.
A new foyer and entrance was built in front, heating and plumbing were upgraded,
internal stairways were built and an elevator installed. Fill was brought in and the lot
regraded so that the first floor of the 1937 building became the basement after the 1952
addition. A further renovation in the 1970’s saw the addition of a third story to the
building.

10

A portion of the plans for the 1952 addition, from Fairbank Architects. 1937 building is on
left. Second story addition (on top of the 1937 building) not shown.
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The 1952 office addition to the west side of the 1937 building. The original
Provincial Courthouse, which had been moved from it original location on Ward
and Vernon to Front Street, is visible in the background. The building on the left
was the Stewart Bros. Repair Shop. Photo courtesy of BC Archives.

The completed 1953 addition. The parking lot is full of what would now be “collector’s
dream” autos.
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Further renovations occurred in the 1970’s, and in 1990, increased space demands
resulted in a second addition, this time on the east side of the original building. This
addition consisted of an enclosed parkade plus a floor of office space. Regional staff
spent an uncomfortable six months in the basement of the old Saan Building (on the
corner of Vernon and Josephine Streets) while the addition was completed. The 1990
addition was built using prefabricated concrete slabs and during construction, one entire
wall fell down. Fortunately, no one was hurt.

1990 addition: crane lifting slabs in place. The third floor,
which was added in the 1970’s, is visible (the dark blue
portion).

At this writing, no one knows the fate of the Regional Office building, which is partly
owned by BC Buildings Corporation, and partly by private interests. Architecturally, it
stands as a fine example of adaptive re-use, growing and evolving along with the Forest
Service. Visitors to the building were always mystified by its labyrinth of hallways,
corners and stairways, but to the staff who worked there, it was as comfortable, quirky
and trustworthy as a well worn and well loved pair of shoes.

Wood carving by Art Waldie
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A THUMBNAIL HISTORY OF THE NELSON FOREST REGION
In writing history, the historian is always faced with the dilemma of choosing the
beginning point of a narrative. The first presence of a government forest management
agency in Nelson harkens all the way back to 1897, the same year the City was
incorporated. So that’s a pretty good place to start this history, but first, there are some
significant events which happened earlier.
1200 BC. Pit houses, roofed with timbers and boughs, are built and used by native people
in such strategic fishing locations as Slocan Pool, Zuckerberg Island and Robson.
Radiocarbon dating of these wooden structures confirms at least 3200 years of continuous
occupation and forest resource use by First Nations; as further archaeological work is
done, that date will no doubt be pushed back even farther.
1865. The Land Ordinance of the Colony of British Columbia establishes timber cutting
rights on Crown lands without the alienation of the land itself. This is the first important
step towards British Columbia’s current system, unique in North America, where the
majority of productive forest land is held by the government on behalf of its citizens.
1867. The British North America Act gives provinces jurisdiction over “the management
and sale of the Public Lands belonging to the Province and of the Timber and Wood
thereon.” In British Columbia, this takes effect when we join Confederation in 1871.

Nelson in 1910. Note the rail/ferry dock in the foreground, with a sternwheeler tied up. The
grandstand and racetrack (used mainly for footraces) are visible just above the dock. The
Courthouse and Post Office (now City Hall) are in the right center of the photo. Central
School, the old St. Joseph’s Academy and the High School (now South Nelson School) are
visible in Uphill, as is the GNR railway line and orchards. BC Archives photo.
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Now fast-forward to 1897. In that year, the Department of Lands opened a Timber
Inspection Branch field office in Nelson, making it one of the first forestry field offices in
the Province. The Department of Lands, which consisted of a Timber, Scaling and
Protection Branch, was the predecessor to the Forest Service. For the first few years the
sole occupant of that office, known as an Assistant Timber Inspector, was John R.
Martin. As noted earlier, little is known about Martin, other than that he worked for a
brief time as purser on the CPR steamer Kokanee, prior to taking the Timber Inspector
job. Martin would have been involved in the granting and administration of timber leases,
as well as the collection of stumpage. That he alone had to cover all of southeastern
British Columbia seems inconceivable, but such was his territory. In fact, in 1911 it was
even expanded. In the report to the Minister of Lands for that year, we find the laconic
statement:
"The Boundary District from Rossland to the Similkameen River has been added to the
territory covered by J.R. Martin, Assistant Timber Inspector, Nelson, B.C...."

A day in the office: A. M. Black, John Martin, W.P. Loveland and an unidentified
individual, 1913. (Photo from A.M. Black’s scrapbook.)

This may stand as the very first of many reorganizations and workload adjustments in the
history of the Nelson Forest Region. Contemporary civil servants who have experienced
unmanageable workloads may take comfort in thinking of John Martin, whose duties
from Princeton to Golden.
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Transportation in John Martin’s day; the SS Nelson meets the Nelson & Ft. Sheppard
Railway train at 5 Mile Point (now named Troup Junction), 1895. Although the tracks are
now gone, the railgrade in the foreground is still plainly visible. BC Archives photo.

The government in Victoria was gradually waking to the enormous economic potential of
forestry in the Province. The graph below captures that giddy decade when Crown forest
revenues soared from chump change to nearly half of total government income:
50
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By 1909, the rapid momentum of the forest sector prompted the Provincial
government to strike a Royal Commission of Inquiry on Timber and Forestry. Chaired by
Attorney General Frederick Fulton, the Commission toured the Province, holding
meetings and receiving input. Their tour included stops in Grand Forks, Nelson,
Revelstoke, Cranbrook and Fernie. Fulton was heavily influenced by the U.S. Forest
Service model, and made two trips to the US, meeting with Gifford Pinchot and other
officials.
The Fulton Report, released in 1910, made an impassioned plea for the creation of a
British Columbia Forest Service, under the Ministry of Lands. The proposed
administrative structure, which was adopted, was elegantly simple:
Commissioner of Lands and Forests
|
Chief Forester
|
District Forester
|
Forest Ranger
|
Forest Warden
Fulton also laid the groundwork for the professionalization of the Forest Service. He
stipulated that the District Forester (equivalent to the modern Regional Manager) should
not only have practical timber experience, but formal education as well, and be required
to successfully complete an entrance exam. The University of British Columbia’s School
of Forestry was in development at the time, and Fulton recommended that “success in the
forestry examinations of the University….be a necessary preliminary to employment in
the upper branches in the Department of Forests.” Fulton also requested that the
University institute practical forestry training for those in the lower echelons.
A main thrust of the Fulton Commission was fire suppression, fire prevention and
reducing the accumulation of flammable logging slash. This was a huge issue in the early
days, characterized by unrestricted highgrade logging practices and many sources of
ignition.
In keeping with the Fulton recommendations, two high ranking USFS officials, Benedict
and Lafond, were brought to Victoria to help design the new Forest Service.
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Horse logging in the Creston area with a Michigan Big Wheel, 1907. Having the butt ends of
the logs raised up above the ground made them much easier to skid. BC Archives photo.

Logging was an exciting enterprise in John Martin’s day. Dozens of sawmills, both
large and small, dotted the region; the Porto Rico in Ymir, the A.G. Lambert in Nelson
and the Patrick Lumber company in Crescent Valley are but a few examples. At one
point, there were seven sawmills operating in Sproule Creek, above Taghum. Loggers
lived in primitive bush camps, working with two-man crosscut saws and broadaxes. Draft
horses, Michigan big wheels, stationary steam donkey engines, ingenious slings and gin
poles were used to yard up the felled logs. The Lambert operation had a small narrowgauge steam rail line setup (the “Push Pull and Jerk” Railway) in Sproule Creek, but in
general, the steep, rocky terrain around the Nelson area did not lend itself to the use of
rail for moving logs out of the bush. Wooden flumes became a popular means of getting
logs out of the bush to the sawmill, or to a body of water where they could be floated to a
sawmill.
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Log drive on the Slocan River, near Passmore, 1914. BC Archives photo.

Kootenay, Slocan and the Arrow Lakes, as well as the Slocan River, the Duncan River
and the West Arm, were all used to transport logs to mills. One can still see evidence of
this along the south shore of the West Arm at Five Mile Creek, where the wooden pilings
once used to tie up massive log booms still remain.
Log drivers were responsible for getting logs into the water, boomed up, and
downstream to their appointed location. Loggers would skid the logs to the creek or river
during low water in the winter, and rising water in the spring would generally lift them
off so they could be floated downstream. Drivers had to have catlike agility as they
worked with peavies to free up tangled, slippery logjams. The peavy, a stout wooden pole
with a sharp metal tip and a hinged “grabber” attached, gave the driver the ability to
apply leverage to the heavy logs. Remarkably, few drivers knew how to swim, a fact
which apparently kept them more alert on the job. If a logjam couldn’t be freed up
manually, there was always dynamite.
After high water receded, there were always a few logs left high and dry in the bush, and
it was the job of the “bank man” to wrestle them into the water with his peavy. One oldtimer, who had done this job in his youth, described the bank man as “a horse with
clothes on.”
While snorkelling in the Five Mile area, I once spotted an old peavy lying in about
twenty feet of water. Being an acquisitive sort, I immediately dove to retrieve it, but even
before I reached the bottom, I had changed my mind. This peavy was going to stay right
where it was, as an enduring symbol of the rough-and-ready days of early Canadian
logging.
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The Columbia River Sawmill at Golden, 1926. This was a very sophisticated sawmill, with
two “shotgun feed” double-cut bandsaws for squaring timbers. It was capable of producing
225,000 board feet per shift. The taller stacks are from a steam-driven electric generator,
powered by wood waste. The girl in the foreground is Elsie Robinson, sister of Bob
Robinson (see interviews). Photo courtesy of Bob Robinson.

Booming logs was a risky occupation, not for the faint of heart. The Patrick family,
owners of the Patrick Lumber Company in Crescent Valley, learned this firsthand. Their
lumber company was one of the largest in the Interior, with a hundred men working at the
mill and another hundred in the woods. The winter of 1908-1909 had been a busy one.
Lumberjacks up the valley had skidded thousands of logs out of the woods down to the
Slocan River. By late spring of 1909, the bumper crop of logs had been floated downriver
to Crescent Valley and assembled into booms in a holding pond adjacent to the mill.
Early in the morning of June 8, ominous noises were heard and the men rushed out to see
the dam below the holding pond breaking up, and the whole boom starting to move. The
pilings the boom had been lashed to were ripped out and tossed aside, and nine million
board feet of logs began sliding downriver, moving majestically, relentlessly. Wire cables
holding the boom together snapped like twine, and the fast-moving Slocan became a
chaos of floating logs. In no time the logs reached the Kootenay at Slocan Pool, then
thundered down to the Columbia at Brilliant, and by the 9th they had entered the State of
Washington. Joe Patrick and his sons Frank and Lester act immediately, travelling to
Washington to alert authorities and attempt to salvage the timber, which was valued at
$75,000, a king’s ransom in 1909.
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The next few weeks saw heated wrangling, legal actions and even fistfights as Patrick
tried to assert his ownership of the lost logs, and individual Americans took the frontier
approach, claiming the logs as if they were spoils of war. It was an ugly chapter in
Canada/US relations, ending with the Patricks returning home empty-handed.

The Patrick Sawmill at Crescent Valley. Photo: Ministry of Forests historic collection

The Patricks of Crescent Valley went on to become the Royal Family of Canadian
hockey. Frank and Lester grew up in Quebec, where they learned their hockey and played
in various leagues. After moving to Nelson both boys played on the local team. The
family sold the sawmill shortly after the log debacle, and Frank and Lester used their
share to establish the first artificial ice surfaces in Vancouver and Victoria. Frank played
in Vancouver, managed the Pacific Coast League, and was responsible for several game
innovations, including the blue line. Brother Lester played in Victoria and went on to
become coach and GM of the New York Rangers. Lester’s son Lynn Patrick played for
the rangers and coached the Boston Bruins; grandson Craig Patrick played briefly in the
NHL before going on to become GM of the New York Rangers.
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At the turn of the last century, the Canadian prairie was the primary market for BC
wood. At first, the prairie market was supplied by coastal sawmills. When the Interior,
including the Nelson area, became linked to the major east-west rail lines, then it
assumed role of major supplier to the prairies. Large amounts of timber from the Nelson
Forest Region went into building the rail and wheat farming infrastructure of Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, in the form of railway ties, trestles, grain elevators, station
houses and warehouses. “Tie hacking” was big business in southeastern BC, since it was
the forested area closest to the prairies. With just a few tools and a horse, a man could
work all winter cutting and stacking ties, and then sell them in the spring. The only
limitation was how fast and how long he could swing an axe. Big Douglas-fir, ponderosa
pine and larch were favored species, and as a result much of the low elevation old growth
was liquidated for railroad ties.

Ties piled at Yahk, awaiting shipment to the prairies. Date unknown. BC Archives photo.

Nelson area sawmills produced a staggering range of products: logs, cedar poles, mine
timbers, cordwood, fenceposts, railway ties, pilings, dimension lumber, shakes, shingles,
fruit boxes, ammunition boxes and matchstick blocks. With the advent of telegraph and
telephone communication, there was a large market for poles, and for a time, the West
Kootenays was BC’s biggest pole producing area.
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The Powell Match Block factory, Nelson, 1948. The factory, which operated from 1918 to 1960,
produced white pine blocks which were shipped to Eddy Match Co. in Quebec. Even though the
factory building was unheated, the women workers were not allowed to wear slacks. BC Archives
photo.

It is hard to conceive of lumber shortages in the old days, but a major shortage did occur
in the 1920’s. Prior to the advent of diesel roadbuilding equipment and log trucks, local
log hauling was restricted to horses, flumes and the few shortline railways. It wasn’t long
before most of the merchantable timber close to rail lines and navigable water had been
logged off. During this period many small sawmills went under.
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The Bear Creek flume, near Chase, built by the Adams River Lumber Co. Photo (1920’s)
courtesy BC Archives.
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An early version of the waterslide; flume riding in the East Kootenays, 1930’s.

The development of communities, farms and residences proceeded apace through the
‘teens and ‘twenties, all of which required land. To preserve productive forest lands, a
law was passed in 1914 that required every proposed land alienation (that is, a transfer of
a parcel from the Crown land base into private ownership) be preceded by a timber
inspection by the District Forester. Any parcel deemed to contain more than 5000 board
feet of lumber per acre (8000 board feet on the coast), could not be alienated, and formed
part of what became known as the Forest Reserve.
The advent of the telephone had a huge impact on the early Forest Service, particularly
on fire suppression. The Annual Reports from this period show records of lines being
constructed to connect isolated fire towers to the telephone network.
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The newly-fledged Forests Branch had barely enough time to establish a field presence
when the First World War broke out in Europe. By 1914, the ranks of permanent and
seasonal staff were being reduced by enlistment, and the declining trend did not turn
around until 1919.
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The 1920’s ushered in the era of Forest Service launches, operating along the coast
and on the large Interior lakes, including Kootenay, Slocan and Arrow. Used for
transporting men and materials to fires, logging inspections and other duties, the launches
(all named after BC tree species) became a significant part of Forest Service operations.
The launch assigned to Kootenay Lake, The Amabilis, was born under an unlucky star.
Commissioned in 1925, the Amabilis saw only two years of service before it was
wrecked by a vicious windstorm while moored at Grey Creek. Immediately the Nelson
District Office authorized the construction of a new launch, the Amabilis II. Built by
Eriksen Boat Builders of Vancouver at a cost of nearly $5000, the new launch was forty
feet long, had ample room for sleeping quarters and equipment storage, was powered by a
35hp diesel built by Ballantine Engine Works of Vancouver, which turned a 27-inch, 3
bladed propeller. Crusing speed was 10 miles per hour.

The launch Amabilis being unloaded in Nelson, 1928. BC Archives photo.

My father always used to say that buying a boat was the second best idea he ever had,
and that certainly applies to the two Amabili. Problems with the Amabilis II began even
before its maiden voyage in 1928. It had been shipped from Vancouver to Nelson by rail
car, and the easiest way to launch the boat was to ease the railcar down the slip into the
Lake, and float it off. But the CPR refused to allow this, saying the car’s airbrake lines
would become fouled with water. So a local expert had to be hired, and days were lost
while a temporary timber “way” was built to gently convey the forty-foot boat from the
railcar to the water. Once she was in the water, the Amabilis had another surprise for
Forest Service staff: the engine wouldn’t start.
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In a laconic letter to the Chief Forester, Kaslo District Ranger George Palethorpe
described the non-event:
“When placed in the water the first thing we did was to try to start the engine but in spite
of what every expert in our service could do we could not get the engine to start until
careful checking discovered the fact that several of the valves were absolutely stuck tight.
The engine had to be taken apart and the valves removed. It was found that four of them
were badly rusted and seized tight; one stem not only being badly rusted but burned. This
valve was seized so tight that it finally had to be hammered out which broke the valve
stem guide. The cause of the rusting was undoubtedly the condition of the cylinder head
gasket which was forwarded to you. This condition would apparently allow the saltwater,
in which the boat was first run, to get into the valve stem guide, but I cannot imagine
under what conditions the engine was run that would allow the other stem to become
burnt in.
We also found that the grease cup on the propeller shaft bearing never had any grease in
it. Furthermore considerable work had to be done on the steering gear as the cable and
rudder would not answer to the turn of the wheel….”
I can imagine the air above the Amabilis II was fairly blue with curses on that day. I
can also imagine the consternation when George Palethorpe’s letter arrived on the Chief
Forester’s desk, along with the blown head gasket.
The boat did finally get repaired and pressed into service, but the engine continued to be
cranky and inadequate. After a few years of use, Palethorpe had it replaced with a more
powerful Ailsa Craig 60hp diesel model, but this engine too had problems, not the least
of which was the virtual impossibility of draining the crankcase oil in order to change it.
Cold weather starts of the Ailsa Craig were problematic, requiring buckets of hot water
poured on to towels that were draped over the engine. More consternation occurred when
the engine block froze and cracked, because of a fouled water drain plug. By 1941, the
good ship Amabilis was on to its third engine, this time a gasoline-powered Ford
Mercury Simplex marine model, which performed fairly well, as long as one discounted
the persistent vibration problems.
Propulsion was not the only difficulty. The timbers in the Amabilis II were found to have
an exotic form of dry rot (a forest pathologist had to be brought in to identify it!) so the
replacement of rotten planks and timbers was a constant preoccupation.
In spite of all the difficulties, the Amabilis II did provide service, logging hundreds of
hours each year hauling men and supplies up and down the Lake. District Ranger George
Palethorpe of Kaslo thought of the boat as his “floating office.” Like many Forest Service
launches, the Amabilis often served the local community in times of need or emergency.

28

The interior of the Amabilis, gutted and ready for restoration.

Finally in 1952, as the Amabilis began to show its age and new roads opened up, the
Forest Service implemented the first best idea and put the boat up for sale at auction. The
highest bidder was Kootenay Forest Products, who paid $715 for it. From there it went to
local resident Dick Spurway, to the Nelson Sea Cadets and finally to the Nelson Museum.
The Amabilis II, the last working boat on Kootenay Lake, now sits, partially restored, in
a shed behind the museum, awaiting its final berth inside a new museum facility.
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Now back to the 1930’s, and dry land. Diesel powered vehicles began to make their
appearance in the bush. Primitive crawler tractors, predecessors to the modern Cats, were
used to put in logging roads and to haul logs. As labor was plentiful and cheap, plank
roads were often built over rough or swampy ground, to provide traction for steelwheeled vehicles. Over the next several decades, extensive road networks were
established in virtually every drainage in the Region.

Plank logging roads were common in the early days. BC Archives photo.
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George Palethorpe, Kaslo District Ranger.
Photo taken at Hall Cr. Ranger Station, 1932.

A good day in the bush. The gentleman on the right is Mike
Pankoff, logging superintendent for the Passmore Lumber
Company. A Caterpillar D-6 is in the background. Photo courtesy
Liz Kanigan.
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During the 1920’s and 1930’s the first timber surveys were done in the Region, by the
Forest Surveys Division in Victoria. A typical survey crew, in those days of cheap labor,
would consist of some twenty people; Survey Chief, Cruisers, Instrument Man, Land
Classifier, Draughtsman, Compassmen, Junior Assistants, Axemen, Packers and Cooks
The crew would spend weeks in the bush, travelling mostly by foot and canoe. The final
report for each survey, complete with linen maps, drawings and photographs, was bound
in leather with gilt titles. Nine of these Surveys are still extant (there may have been
more):

Survey Area
Yahk Forest
Elk Forest
Flathead
Duncan Forest
Upper Arrow
Lower Arrow South
Rossland
Slocan Forest
Kokanee Glacier Park

Surveyor
K.C. McCannell
H.J. Hodgins
G.S. Andrews
C.D. Schulz
C.W. Walker
C.F. McBride
C.F. McBride
G.R.W. Nixon
C.P. Lyons4 and
D.M. Trew

4

1929
1931
1931
1932
1935
1937
1937
1942
1943

Year

C.P. Lyons went on to write and illustrate the well-loved plant identification handbook “Trees, Shrubs and
Flowers to Know in British Columbia (J.M. Dent & Sons, 1952)
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Portion of a graphic from the Yahk Forest Survey Report, 1929

The Survey crews identified stands, described their condition, calculated volumes,
assessed current timber operations, and made recommendations on cut levels and future
management. These Survey Reports are magnificent historical documents in every way,
right down to the “antiquarian book” smell of the Moroccan leather bindings. The
photographs are uniformly sharp and clear, and many of the photo locations are
identifiable. I hope the Reports are lovingly preserved, and used, in the future.
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Part of a 1932 Survey Crew at work.

World War II, like the War before it, had a major impact on Forest Service staffing.
Dozens of men and women from the Nelson Forest Region volunteered (see Appendix)
and as a consequence, operations in the Region were substantially scaled back. One
significant event during the WWII era was the public inquiry into forest resources by the
Sloan Commission, done in 1943-45 and again in 1956. The Sloan Commission report,
which was very critical of common forest practices at the time, marked a turning point in
forestry practice, ushering in the concept of sustained yield, reduction of waste, and
modern reforestation.
“It is a paradox that no irregularly stocked forest can be organized for sustained yield
without sacrifice of immediate yield.”
- Gordon Sloan, 1956
The 1950’s ushered in what many consider to be the “golden age” of the Forest
Service. Progressive forest management concepts were being applied. Fire suppression
benefitted greatly from new communications technologies and the use of fixed-wing
aircraft and helicopters. Surplus equipment from World War II was recycled into forest
operations in many innovative ways. Besides the aircraft used in firefighting, Landing
Craft were used for a time on Kootenay Lake as a means of moving crews around.
Modified Sherman tanks were even used in logging operations.
During this same time period, incentives for the development of Interior sawmills and
pulp mills were established. Lodgepole pine became a commercial species. Accounting
and personnel duties were decentralized to the Districts. Staff in forest sciences,
recreation and range were added to the District. With the forest road and transportation
infrastructure firmly in place, the days of logging camps and portable sawmills were
over. The Nelson Forest District burgeoned with twenty-two Ranger Districts, each with
a permanent Ranger and seasonal staff.
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Here is the situation in 1954, under District Forester Harry Forse:
Ranger

District

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Location

Ranger

Invermere
Fernie
Golden
Cranbrook East
Creston
Kaslo
Lardeau
Nelson
New Denver
Nakusp
Castlegar
Grand Forks
Kettle Valley
Canal Flats
Arrowhead
Edgewood
Elko
Spillimacheen
Cranbrook West
Beaverdell
Winlaw
Revelstoke

H.V. Hopkins
R.A. Damstrom
J.H. Ivens
J.B. Gierl
A. I. Ross
J.L. Humphrey
J.H. Raven
A.J. Larson
R.E. Robinson
H.R. Wood
J.F. Killough
E.W. Reid.
L.E. Stilwell
G.M. Cartwright
J. M. Connolly
W.D. Haggart
F.G. Hesketh
J.I. Snider
F.R. Hill
W.T. Uphill
G.R. Webster
R.C. Jackson

The era of the 1950’s-1960’s was one where the Forest Service was close to the
ground, and close to the community. Each of these twenty two communities had a
Ranger Station, and in most communities, the Forest Service owned a staff house and
warehouse. The Ranger and his family were a known and respected part of the
community, and a new Ranger would rapidly become familiar with the land, people and
issues in his District. During the summer, it was not uncommon to see tents pitched
alongside the Ranger Stations, as sleeping quarters for seasonal fire suppression or
treeplanting crews.
The Elko Ranger District is a good example. The Ranger Station was built in 1948, and
regular staff lived in FS housing adjacent to the Station. Full time staff included a
Ranger, Deputy Ranger, Assistant Rangers, Clerk/Radio operator, Forest Assistants and
Scalers. Seasonal staff consisted of a Fire Suppression crew, Lookoutmen and a
Recreation (trails and campsites) crew. The Fire Suppression camp was used as the main
training facility (“Elko University”) for all the Nelson Forest Region fire crews and
lookout personnel.
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The Elko Ranger Station, built in 1948.

The 1950’s also witnessed the full flowering of the Protection side of the Forest Service.
Fire lookout towers were established at critical locations throughout the Region. The
Osborne Fire Finder and high qualilty panoramic airphotos were standard aids for
locating fires, and increasingly sophisticated radiotelecommunications equipment meant
new fires could be reported instantly and suppression crews dispatched in a matter of
hours.

A primitive lookout. Note the radio inside the tent; next to it is an Osborne Fire Finder.
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World War II aircraft were soon adapted to fire suppression duty, and pilots were able to
adapt their wartime skills to the precise targetting of retardant drops.

Grumman Avenger doing practice retardant drop, Kamloops

B-25 Mitchell being pumped full of retardant, Cranbrook.
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Testing a new pump during a field trial, 1930’s.

Visitors at the Copper Mountain Lookout.
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The 1960’s also saw the growth of a number of different programs in the Forest District,
including reforestation, forest sciences, range and recreation. Airphotos became generally
available in the District, and became an invaluable aid to planning. District staff tried out
the first snowmobiles for winter work. Forests Minister Roy Williston introduced the
concept or “close utilization” of timber resources. Reforestation responsibilities were
transferred to the Districts, and in 1969, the Nelson District surpassed—for the first time-the one million mark for trees planted in a year.
The 1970’s saw three significant events that would create profound and lasting changes
to the Forest District. The first was the birth of the environmental movement, the second
was the far reaching 1976 Pearse Commission on Timber Rights and Forest Policy, and
the third was the reorganization of 1978, when the Nelson Forest District became the
Nelson Forest Region. “Reorg” took quite a toll on the new Region. The Ranger Districts,
which numbered 22 prior to reorganization were reduced to seven Forest Districts plus
Field Offices. Roughly thirty percent of the staff were laid off. Reorganization spelled the
end of the “Golden Age,” and set the stage for further downsizings, office closures and
budget cuts, leading up to the final coup de grace, the dissolution of the Nelson Forest
Region, on March 31, 2003.
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The Appendix at the end of this book lists some fifteen hundred men and women, both
living and dead, who have worked in the Nelson Region office from its inception to its
closure. The City of Nelson owes a debt of gratitude for the tremendous contributions
these people have made to the community—contributions in the economic, social,
cultural, recreational and volunteer sectors. Their presence will be sorely missed.

39

40

Interview:

BOB ROBINSON

I was born in 1919. It was natural for me to gravitate to forestry because my father
worked as a Federal Forest Ranger out of Golden, looking after the “Railway Belt” on
either side of the line. The BC government took over responsibility for the Railway Belts
around 1930.
During the Depression, I spent two summers in a Provincial Youth Training Program
under Assistant Ranger Douglas MacBeth. The second summer I was posted in the Bush
River area.
In 1946, after I returned from the military, I started working as Patrolman for John Coles,
the Ranger in Golden. Patrolmen watched for fires, and took action if they could. The
Patrol station was located at Bush River. I was kept on, and became dispatcher in
Creston that fall. Creston in those days was a Ranger District.
The duties of the Fire Lookoutman in those days were interesting. He used a Osborne fire
finder, which is similar to an alidade, which gave an estimate of magnetic degrees as well
as degrees elevation of the fire. The Lookoutman reported the location of a fire to the
Ranger, who had a duplicate set of photos from that lookout location, and could pinpoint
the location of the fire exactly from the Lookoutman’s information.
I took the Assistant Ranger exams, passed them, and was posted to Yahk 1947. There
was no building; just an AM radio and a telephone. I travelled to the office in Creston
periodically to pick up and drop off files. Fires and timber sales were my main duties. I
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stayed in Yahk 2 years, and then I went to Ranger School at Green Timbers, outside of
New Westminster.
The Ranger School started in the late 40’s, and originally ran for six months every winter.
By the winter of 49/50, they had expanded it to nine months. Green Timbers was for inservice training. There were both new and experienced people in class, so it made things
interesting. Eventually everyone got trained, and the school closed.
There were two different approaches to career advancement in those days. There was the
practical Ranger route, which included fire suppression training, or the
University/Forester route. The work of Foresters and Rangers didn’t really overlap. The
Forester would advise the Ranger on the technical side of forestry, but otherwise the
Ranger made most of his own decisions.
Upon completion of the course at Green Timbers I returned to Creston to find a letter of
appointment to Ranger in charge of the Lardo Ranger District. After a six-month battle
with the Lardo mosquitoes I was moved to Canal Flats to replace the Ranger, Charlie
McGuire, while he attended Ranger School for the winter. In the spring I was moved to
New Denver, the sweetest little gem of a district in the Nelson Forest District. My staff
consisted of an Office Clerk, a Dispatcher, two Assistant Rangers, two lookoutmen and a
summertime trail crew.
Unfortunately the Ranger that I replaced in New Denver was something of a rogue. He
had left a number of unpaid bills in the community and because of that, I couldn’t get
credit at the local grocery store. Luckily I became involved in an attempted rescue of a
driver of a pickup truck that ended up in Slocan Lake. The rescue was unsuccessful but
word got around that I had risked my own life in the attempt, and after that I enjoyed a
good credit rating.
We had the only boat in New Denver that could go out in heavy weather. It was an 18
foot clinker built lapstrake type, with a 24 horse air cooled 2 cycle Johnson outboard. We
kept it in a shed on the lake shore, and had a real slick arrangement for getting it in and
out of the water, that consisted of a piece of mine railway track, a dolly, and a winch.
Ours was the only boat in New Denver that could go out on the lake in heavy weather,
and during my time there, we were responsible for saving two lives and recovering
bodies on two other occasions. A number of other times we were called upon to bring in
tourists that were out on the lake with inadequate boats.
I went on to replace Al Larson as District Ranger in Nelson in 1958, and stayed there
until I retired in 1980, when John Sedlack took over.
In the early seventies, the Nelson Ranger District [equivalent to Kootenay Lake Forest
District] was located in the front office of the Nelson Forest District [equivalent to the
Nelson Forest Region]. Nelson Ranger District offices were expanding in those days and
required more space, so they moved to Johnson block [on Baker Street, where BCAA is
now]. They were there for two years. I complained to Herb Couling, the Forest Protection
Officer, that I didn’t even have a place to put my tools. Couling said “you find a place
and we’ll build you a ranger office.” So I scouted out the 4 Mile property. When the
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District Mechanical, Electrical and Warehouse people heard about the expansion, they
decided they needed more room too. So the 4 Mile office was built to accommodate all of
them.
While I was Ranger I began to have heart problems, so for a year I worked with Glen
MacIntosh, the Recreation Officer. We located, built and maintained Recreation
campsites. The heart problems disappeared once I had an operation, so I went back to
being Ranger.
Once a year, every spring, we would have a Ranger meeting. Individual Rangers would
be delegated to speak on various subjects of mutual concern, and then there would be a
big wind-up banquet and dance, which we all looked forward to. I remember looking
around the room at one of those Ranger meetings and thinking to myself, “how could an
organization be so fortunate as to get so many good men?” No two of them were alike,
but each was valuable in his own right. Versatility was probably the most important
qualification for a Forest Officer. One never knew when he would have to scale a log, fix
a snowshoe, file a saw or paddle a canoe. But along with versatility, honesty and integrity
had to fall in there somewhere.
What were the “highs” in my career? I guess that would be taking on forest fires and
successfully putting them out. I had a trained six man suppression crew, and we got on
fires really quickly. The lows were when I couldn’t get the fires put out, but I didn’t have
very many lows, so maybe I should take some credit for that!
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The Nelson District Rangers, Forester and BC’s Chief Forester. Photo taken outside the
Nelson Courthouse between 1933 and 1936. Photo: Ministry of Forests historical collection.

From the left: E. Mathieson, Ranger New Denver; P. Young, Ranger Nakusp; George C.
Palethorpe, Ranger Kaslo; Bob Cameron, Ranger Cranbrook; George Schupe, Ranger
Nelson; Ed C. Manning, Chief Forester; George McParlon, Ranger Grand Forks; Robert E.
Allen, Nelson District Forester; Frank Pym, Supervisor Cranbrook; Jack Coles, Ranger
Golden/Fernie; Tom Clarke, Asst. District Forester; Bill Holmgren, Fire Inspector; H.C.
Nickolls, Ranger Rossland; Tom Brewer, Supv. Nelson; Bob Little, Ranger Invermere; Jim
McDonald, Ranger Creston.
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Interview:

HARRY WILLIAM (“RED”) WASSICK

After coming out of the Navy I started with the Forest Service in 1953, doing christmas
tree permit work in the East Kootenays. I did tree marking and determining volume in
pretty well all the Ranger Districts--places like Findlay Creek, the Flathead, Bloom
Creek. There was no pavement and no motels to stay in back in those days—we packed
our own tents and grub when we went out in the field. I remember one time we had just
set up a camp on Pallisser creek when somebody went to get a drink of water from the
creek. The water tasted awful, and right upstream we found a dead bull elk right in the
middle of the creek. Had to change camps right on the spot.
Bruce Broadfoot and I always took our fishing poles with us, and we’d fish for cutthroat
in the evenings. There was no overtime in those days, but we did get a little hunting time
in the fall. It was a good job, but it took me away from my family a lot.
In 1955 I took the Ranger exam and came in second in the class. I took the job of
Assistant Ranger in Nelson, which meant I was involved in fire suppression, forest tenure
management, and boundary checking. Another thing I did was to check sawmill
appurtenancy. During the summer fire season I collaborated a lot with industry
suppression crews.
The first helicopter to be used in the District was in 1955, when I was Assistant Ranger.
It was brought up from California, and we wanted to use it as part of the Initial Attack,
doing fire reconnaissance. We had a fire up Grohman Creek, and the honorary fire
warden and I decided to use the helicopter to get us up there. Our plan was to get dropped
45

off, and then build a helipad so the helicopter could bring supplies up to us. The
helicopter was pretty small, so we had to go one at a time. So Walter Pufflet, the warden,
goes up first, along with a power saw and some tools. Next I get into the helicopter, and
the pilot takes me up to a patch of alder where Walter is. I wait for the pilot to bring the
chopper down close to the ground, so I can get out. The pilot takes us in above the alder
patch, and we’re about 30 feet off the ground when he motions for me to jump out! This
chopper pilot is from California, and I guess he’s not used to the mountains. Right then I
realize that Walter did actually jump out from that height, but he was a little wiry guy,
and there is no way a big man like me is going to jump thirty feet into an alder patch
without breaking something. So I motion to the pilot to take us lower, and after some
convincing, he eases the chopper down to maybe 27 feet, but that’s as far as he’s going to
go. So finally I do jump out into the alder patch, and damned if I didn’t come away
without a single scratch. [This was likely the first hover exit in the Region!]
There’s another part to that story. Walter and I knocked a bunch of trees down and built a
nice big helipad, so the chopper could bring supplies and a radio up to us. When the
chopper arrives, the pilot motions with his hands for us to make the helipad bigger. I turn
to Walter and say, “jeez, he wants us to build a landing strip big enough for a B-29!”
Anyway, we finally convinced that pilot to land, so we could get on with fighting the fire.
We had fires in Blewett, Shoreacres and 49 Creek that I’m pretty sure were arson fires
started by the Sons of Freedom. We were doing some inspections in that area when an
old fellow invited us in to his place for lunch. We had a nice feed of borscht. Later I
found out this old fellow was the leader of the incendiary group!
I was Assistant Ranger from ’55 to about 1960. I was slated to go to Ranger School at
Green Timbers, but the Sentinel Fire [near Castlegar] got in the way. That fire started
near the Blueberry School and went right up and over Sentinel Mountain. They brought
Cansos and Avengers in to drop retardant. I was blacklining just behind the fire and
listening to the pilot’s radio chatter at the same time, when I realized they were about to
bomb the very spot I was in with retardant, so I took cover!
Ranger School was tough. The math was hard for me, since I had only finished Grade 10,
and I was forty at the time. But I did well on the species identification part, and Fire
Protection. Eric Robinson was one of the instructors; he started out in Nelson, but then
moved on to HQ in Victoria. When I finished School, I came back to the same job. I
spent my whole career with the Forest Service right here in Nelson, which is surprising
since most guys were moved all over.
I also worked on the Sue Fire, near Golden. Maurie Isenor [Assistant District Forester]
said, “Red, they’ve got a problem in Golden. Take some equipment and get up there.” So
I did, and boy, was it a hot one. The logging companies had been using their cats to build
fireguards, but the situation got too intense, so the drivers parked their cats out in the
sloughs where they would be safe, and got the heck out of there. Ian Woods, two industry
people and I walked up the road with driptorches to create a backfire, and we got into an
area of intense smoke. You could hardly see anything, but we had the backfire operation
all planned out in advance and we got through it okay. The backfire turned out to be very
effective. During that same fire, Ross Tozer and I got into a helicopter to do some
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reconnaissance, but the pilot seemed very nervous about something. Anyway, we did our
recce and came back, and I was relieved to get out of that chopper, because something
didn’t feel right. Sure enough, the pilot took off on another flight with two fire
supervisors and the engine failed. The pilot managed to land the chopper on a sandbar
along the river, and everyone was alright, except for a few bruises.
I had another close call in a chopper on the Sentinel Fire. [near Castlegar]. All of a
sudden the pilot started working frantically at the controls, and then he put us on the
ground real quick. Turned out the engine’s oil pressure had suddenly dropped. I
remember the Chief Forester at the time, Lorne Swannell, came out to look at the
Sentinel Fire. Swannell was a great one for getting out in the field; he didn’t like
spending all his time in the office.
Treeplanting used to be done by crews hired by the Ranger Districts, who worked by the
hour. In the early seventies we switched to contract crews, and I supervised a lot of those
contracts, like the one for the Sue fire. We replanted the whole burn. Dirk Brinkman was
one of the best contractors; he was just getting started then. He did a planting contract for
me up Canyon Creek, near Canal Flats. His planters were getting upwards of 1200 trees
per day and previously, 400 trees was considered a good day. Brinkman’s crews were
always well organized.
Some of the other treeplanting contractors weren’t so good. I always took a mattock
along with me when I did inspections, to dig up a few seedlings to see how they were
planted. On one contract, I’d dig up seedlings, and find three or four more buried
underneath them. I fired the whole crew right on the spot.
I used to do a lot of cone crop assessments. I had a bunch of other summer duties too, but
they were always getting postponed because I would be called away to fight fires.
When I retired, a couple of District Rangers tried to get me to do contract work, but I said
no. I’m too busy with my fishing, hunting and trapping. And then there’s my music. I
play the fiddle and the bass fiddle. A lot of old Don Messer stuff. Used to play
commercially.
My favorite memories of the Forest Service all have something to do with fishing. I
remember being up around Cartwright Lake [Invermere District], inspecting a big
blowdown there. Of course I had brought my fly rod with me, and in the evening I went
over to the lake. I stood real quiet for a while before I started casting, and I could see a
big brute out in the water, his dorsal fin was just breaking the surface. I laid my Spratley
fly about six feet ahead of him, and he took it, a beautiful trout about ten pounds.

[Red Wassick is also the holder of several fishing records, including a 29.5 pound bull
trout, taken from Kootenay Lake on a fly rod, using 10 pound test line. He also grouses
about the fact that his 31 ¾ pound rainbow trout, also taken from Kootenay Lake, is
second to a 35 pounder taken by someone else.]
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Interview:

RICH DREW

My folks moved to Gray Creek from England in 1935, when I was just a year old. I
started school there, but the school closed in 1942, so our family moved to Nelson.
When I was seventeen, I went down to the Forestry Office in the Courthouse and applied
for a job. A short time later I got a call, telling me to report to the fire suppression crew
in Elko, the day after school let out for the summer. That was 1951, the beginning of my
career with the Forest Service. I liked the Elko office; it was a good place to work.
After graduating I worked at the mines in Salmo for a year, and figured out that I didn’t
want a career doing that. Meanwhile, my dad had gotten a job with the Forest Service as
a draftsman in ’52, and he told me about a job opening as a compassman for a cruising
crew. I got that job in the spring of 1953. In those days, a cruising party consisted of two
people; a cruiser and a compassman. We worked throughout the Region. There was kind
of an informal arrangement with the staffs of the local ranger stations; they cruised the
small jobs and we did the big ones. Lot more flexibility then than there is now; who was
supposed to do what was not so cut and dried. The timber cruiser I worked with turned
out to be my Grade 8 teacher. I was kind of a bad actor in grade 8, and I had been pretty
hard on the guy. He was good about it though; didn’t hold it against me.
I did cruising from ‘53 to ‘55. When I turned 21 I wrote assistant ranger exam (you didn’t
qualify to write it until you were 21) and got posted in Beaverdell. Beaverdell was kind
of like Dogpatch in those days. It had a gravel road and the railroad; that’s all. The road
from Beaverdell to Kelowna was just a bush road that was virtually impassable except in
late summer. Spent that winter in Greenwood, then back to Beaverdell for the next
summer. Then I came back to Nelson as air observer, 1957 and 1959. In between I was in
Invermere as assistant ranger.
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We had a plane on contract with us from Pacific Western Airlines. It was a DeHavilland
Beaver on floats, and the pilot was Don Thompson. Thompson and I did a lot of flying
together, mostly fire patrols, and sometimes to drop supplies to fire crews. We also used
to drop supplies for the fire lookouts—those were easy targets. We had an incident once,
flying supplies up to the Sproat Mountain lookout, above Arrowhead. They were
installing lightning arrestors, and we were going to drop a heavy coil of ¼ inch copper
wire—it probably weighed about 80 pounds. The 12 foot flare chute we put on it was
only rated for about thirty pounds, but we only needed the chute to guide the wire, since
it wouldn’t really be damaged by impact. Anyway, when we approached the lookout, I
strapped myself in to the harness, opened the hatch, and got this big awkward coil of wire
ready to drop. I remember I had to squeeze it together some, so it would fall through the
hatch. So I’ve got this big coil right on the lip of the hatch, ready to go, when the chute,
which was tied on the top, suddenly slides to the bottom of the coil and instantly, the
wind catches it and it deploys out the bottom of the hatch, still attached to the plane.
Well, the Beaver promptly stood on its nose from the drag caused by the chute. I
managed to wrestle the wire through the hatch and luckily the whole works fell away
from the plane without hanging up. They never did find that coil of wire!
We also dropped lumber for cabin construction. You could put bundles of 5 foot lengths
of lumber through the hatch, sort of fan them out so they would freefall, no chute.
I did some more work in Invermere, working mainly on christmas tree permits, which
were pretty important. There was lots of hanky panky going on in christmas tree
operations up there; guys cutting without permits, changing ownership tags, stealing trees
and so on. Sometimes we would do night patrols.
I went back as air observer for the ‘59 season, and then to Cranbrook as assistant ranger
for four years. I Liked Cranbrook. 1960 was a big fire year in Cranbrook; that was when
we saw air tankers for the first time. In those days there was an east and west district in
Cranbrook, and assistant rangers did just about everything; inspections, fire suppression,
timber sale inspections, range inspections, cattle counts. The ranchers over there were
fine folks. I do remember one incident in the Yahk area; a Forestry silviculture crew did a
bunch of thinning but they had their coordinates wrong and they thinned private land by
mistake. The owner was a little perturbed!
I Went to ranger school in fall of ’63, at Green Timbers. The Green Timbers school was a
good setup. In the early days, they trained a ranger to be a jack of all trades, how to fix an
outboard motor, build a trail, set up a lookout. Then it shifted, the job became more
administrative, and got to where if something needed fixing, you hired it done. I was
somewhere in the middle of that shift.
When I came out of Ranger School I was posted to Kaslo as Deputy Ranger. My family
was still in Cranbrook. Housing was tough in Kaslo. I wound up using the small staff
house, but had to put an addition on it, since we had five daughters by then. We stayed in
Kaslo for a year. In those days when you had no seniority and wanted to get a Ranger job,
you had to take jobs out in the sticks. Frequently there were no schools in these places,
like Blue River or the remote Coast districts, so kids would have to live in dormitories in
nearby towns. We didn’t want our kids to be leaving home at such a young age.
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The Department of Lands was looking for people to become land inspectors, so I applied
and got posted to Pouce Coupe for a year and a half. The Forest Service was kind of like
one big happy family, with lots of support, but Lands was totally different; you worked
pretty much on your own. I wanted to get back to the Forest Service, so I made
application and got posted to Creston as Deputy Ranger. I’ll tell you, it was like finding
dry land after being at sea for a year and a half. I liked Creston a lot, and was there from
‘66 to ‘72. ‘67 was a real fire year; from early May to the end of September we were
chasing fires. Things were so dry that the railroad ran speeder patrols behind the trains, to
put out fires that started from the sparks. I remember a fire that started just North of
Midge creek, just into the Kaslo District. It was going so fast that the air tankers never
would have kept up with it. That night I took the family and drove up to Boswell to
watch it from across the Lake. There was about a five or six mile front that was on fire,
moving up the hill. You could see little spot fires starting ahead of fire front. Then they
would join up and roll on up the hill. You could feel the wind being pulled toward the
fire, even from across the Lake. It was one of the more intense fires I’ve seen. Pushed by
a 40 kilometer an hour wind, it moved about six miles in six hours. Next day the wind
died, the fire died, and all that was left was a bit of mop up. That fire did burn out a lot of
railroad infrastructure. I found out later that a couple were on a honeymoon camping trip
on the beach below the fire, and they were trapped, since the Lake was too rough for
them to take their boat out in it. They got through okay by hunkering down right at the
shoreline. I bet they have some honeymoon memories!
Speaking about ranchers, they definitely have a different perspective. I remember one
from the Yahk area came into the Creston office one day, mad as hell that trees were
starting to grow into his pasture. He wondered why we weren’t out there cutting them
down. You see the Yahk area had been a tie reserve, and it had all been logged out in the
early 1900’s. The rancher didn’t realize that he was using temporary pasture that was
reverting back to forest.
I went on to be the Bird Dog/Training Officer in the Nelson Regional Office for about 3
or 4 years—72-75. Then the Bird Dog Officer job became the Air Coordinator around
76; dropped the training component. Air tanker bases were built in a hurry in those days,
and people didn’t know what to expect when they built them. Some of these Bases began
needing major upgrades to continue being serviceable. In the Castlegar Tanker Base, we
started out just with a trailer for an office, but it wasn’t big enough—a dozen people
sometimes in a 35 foot trailer. So I got involved in upgrading a bunch of Bases—
Castlegar, Cranbrook, Revelstoke, Grand Forks and Golden. My boss at that time was
Herb Couling, Protection Officer. He was a prince of a guy, with a great sense of humor.
When I started they still had the single engine Grumman Avengers [World War II planes
that were designed for carrying torpedoes], which could use the smaller airstrips. The
Bases with smaller strips had to be closed when they switched to faster planes. Bird dog
planes were either 2 engine Cessna Skymasters or single engine 210’s, or the Piper
Aerostar twin engine, which was very fast. It’s difficult to find an all-around bird dog
aircraft because on the one hand you had to keep up with the air tankers, but you also had
to be able to go slow enough to have a good look at the situation on the ground.
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One of the hardest things about the Air Coordinator job was that they didn’t give you
enough people so the Bird Dog Officers could get a bit of time off during the fire season.
So I tried recruiting other staff to be relief men, but it didn’t always work well. Bird
Dogging is a unique occupation; not everybody can do it. You have to be one of those
people who can keep a number of things in your head simultaneously. It’s like juggling
five balls at a time, making quick decisions in the air, and deciding which fire is the
highest priority. It’s like going to war without getting shot at.
I remember in 1973, I was Bird Dogging for some Grumman Avengers that were
bombing a fire near Moyie Lake. One of the pilots went in and got too low; he brushed a
tall tree with his wing and then broke off part of the rear elevator. He radioed me and
said, I think I hit a tree. I asked him if he could still fly it; he said yes, but it was very
unstable, and that he had to bail out. I didn’t want him to ditch it in Moyie Lake, because
there were too many people around. So I had him take it up to the north side of the Lake,
and he shut everything off and bailed out. He landed not too far from where the plane
crashed. I’ll tell you, it was amazing how little was left of that big Avenger; you could
practically fit the remains in a shoe box.
During my 36 years with the Forest Service I can recall eight or ten summers in which
there were above average numbers of fires and many large fires. These kinds of summers
meant rapid mobilization of men and equipment, and hastily constructed roads and fire
camps. Crews, equipment and aircraft were brought in from other parts of BC and other
Provinces. Because of the urgency, efficiency often took a back seat. Costs could rise
rapidly in pursuit of effectiveness, or perceived effectiveness.
1985 was one of those summers, with extreme conditions and many large project fires. In
August of that year, the Province had 150 helicopters hired; 75 of those machines were in
the Nelson Forest Region. Daily costs easily exceeded a million dollars.
This kind of expenditure is in stark contrast to the old days. I had a conversation with an
old fellow who had been an Assistant Ranger in Nelson in the 1930’s. His Ranger
instructed him to take a crew to put out a nearby lightning strike fire, but he was not to let
the cost of food and wages exceed ten dollars!
I worked with Bob Perchie training suppression crews how to do hover exits from
helicopters. Stayed with the Air Coordinator job until I retired in 1989. In many ways the
Forest Service was like a big family. Until you got a permanent appointment, moves were
frequent and employment was not for more than six months at a time. Forest Service
families shared many anxious moments when reappointment time rolled around.
It has been my good fortune to spend my working years doing a job I liked in the
company of so many fine people.
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Nelson Forest District staff in 1958 on front steps of 518 Lake Street office.
Starting with the left front in oblique (lower right to upper left) rows:
1) Mickie Uyeda, Olive Reese, Anita Stasyn, Joe Stefanic (White), Harry Forse, Al Larsen,
Stan Linton, Harry Potts, Sam Fisher, Shorty Clarke, Bill Wicken, Lawrence Ott
2) Mrs. Leslie, Flo Nutter (Hughes), Joyce Fetterley, Marg Gilles (Stinson), Frank Drew,
Lorne Bristol, Alf Bawtree, (?).
3) Bobbie Parker, Lois Smith (Frank), Mae McGovern, Arve Sandberg, Howie Philips,
Lou Chase.
4) Peg Porteous, Joan Bluet (Crabtree), Ina Johnson, Bill Bishop, (?), Buster Barnes, (?),
5) Babs Robertson (Chorlton), Art Waldie, Fred Joyce, Bill Hough, Fred Russell,
Garrit Koopman, Wayne Hendy, Lionel Ross.
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Interview:

MAURIE ISENOR

I was born in 1926. My career with the Forest Service started in 1950, with stints in Fire
Protection in Manning Park, Grand Forks, and then Nelson. In 1955 I went to Prince
George as Fire Protection Officer, and then to Kamloops in the same capacity. Then I
became Assistant District Forester in Nelson in ’62, and held that job until ’72. Then I
spent two years in Williams Lake as ADF, and then back to Prince George as District
Forester (the position was renamed as Regional Manager around ’75) until ’78. Then I
came back to Nelson as Regional Manager and stayed with that job until I retired in 1982.
There were lots of moves for me in those early days, but they were all promotions.
I was heavily involved in Fire Protection throughout most of my career. 1958 was a
terrible fire year right across the Province; so was 1967. The fire weather in ’67 was
right off the scale; in Castlegar the temperatures exceeded 100 degrees Fahrenheit for
eleven straight days. On a bad fire year all the Forest Service staff got involved, and the
forest management jobs fell by the wayside. We used to go into the beer parlours with
badges on, to round up fire crews. Industry logging crews were put on fires as well.
People grumbled but that was the way things were done. Wages on the fireline were
$0.25/hour until about 1956, when they went up to $0.75/hour.
When I first came to Nelson in 1952, the whole District Office was in the basement of the
Courthouse. We moved to our new building in 1953. We shared space with the Nelson
Ranger District, which included Salmo. District duties generally fell into three areas: Fire
Protection, Forest Management and Grazing.
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The Sloan Commission was struck following the Robert Sommers case, and it triggered
a fundamental change in attitude. The Commission was the beginning of more intensive
management, and inaugurated the PSYU’s [Public Sustained Yield Units], the
forerunners of the modern Timber Supply Areas. In the Provincial Forest, the evolution
of management units started with Working Circles, then to Provincial Sustained Yield
Units, and finally to Timber Supply Areas.
I was the Regional Manager when the big reorganization occurred in 1980. I had to cut
staff–that was very unpleasant.
In terms of forest management the golden age was in the 1950’s – 1960’s, when we
were at the forefront of forest management in the world. We really managed the cut,
established tree farm licenses, developed investment incentives for sawmills and pulp
mills, and made tremendous strides in inventory.
There was always a lot of rivalry between the Forest Regions, but that wasn’t the case
with the Districts.
I did a lot of flying during my career, doing supervision. I liked flying, and I liked being
in the field. We had a Beaver on contract to the Region, and then later on a Cessna
Skymaster. Helicopters came into use in about 1958; they were the G-2 models. Then
we started using aerial tankers in the sixties. It took a few years of experimenting with
them to get them to work right. In Kamloops, I remember we had Grumman Avengers,
B-17’s, B-1 (forerunners of DC-3) and Stearman biplanes.
There was a huge bark beetle outbreak in the Flathead around 1964. It was so big
nothing could be done. There was lots of lodgepole there, as a result of the fires in the
early part of the last century, and it all got hit by the beetle. The whole Flathead valley
turned red. John Murray, who was Chief Forester with Crestbrook at the time, got the
company to drop everything else and they went out and logged all that the lodgepole.
I don’t think I had any low points in my career with the Forest Service; it was all positive.
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Nelson Regional Manager and District Managers, March 1980.
L to R: Bill Brash DBO , Ross Tozer DCB, John Sedlack DKL, Glen Allin DAR, Maurie Isenor
Regional Manager, Don Gill DGO, Jack Bailey DIN, Tom Harvie DRE, John Cuthbert RNE
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Interview:

GEORGE COMMANDEUR

I started with the Forest Service’s Engineering Division in 1953, as an equipment
operator. For the next several years, I was practically a gypsy, working on various FSR
projects all over the Province--Naver Creek, Buckhorn Lake, Chilliwack River, Horsefly
River, Cayoosh Creek, you name it, I’ve probably worked there. I started out as a
swamper, but then got into operating shovels, draglines, and scrapers. I got to operate the
first D-9 crawler purchased by the Engineering Division.
In the early Sixties, I began to work on the Provincial bridge crew. We salvaged the
Kingcome River bridge on the coast; now that was an interesting project. The bridge was
a multispan structure made of glulam beams, and a logjam had ripped out one of the
piers, causing part of the bridge to collapse. We built a couple of “Trojan horses,” that
were temporary supports we could slide underneath the span until we repaired the pier.
Those worked fine except they washed out too when the river came up. We had to rebuild
them and position them under the damaged span again.
We built the bridge over the Cayoosh River at Lilloet; that was probably the most
technically challenging bridge I’ve built. We also replaced the Chilcotin River bridge
near Riske Creek. The old one had washed out, and folks had to go all the way to
Hanceville to get around. We had to cut through solid rock on the south side of the
bridge approach, so we brought in an explosives expert to lay the charges. The rock was
pretty soft, and the explosion was positively enormous.
Next I got involved in the pondage clearing operations, in advance of the big dams that
went in. The first was the Libby clearing project, about 17,000 acres. Then came the
Mica Waterway improvement project; that went from 1969-1973. We cleared about
50,000 acres of forest land on that one. Then came the Duncan Reservoir. BC Hydro
logged most of that one, and then we came in and did additional timber salvaging and
general cleanup. The last one was the Revelstoke 1880 project, where we did more
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salvage logging and replaced logging roads. That project started in the late seventies and
finished in 1984.
In 1972 I was transferred to Nelson as District Road Superintendent. I think that was our
family’s 20th and final move, to our house on Lower 6 Mile Road, and my wife and I
have been here ever since. When we first moved here, I remember getting “itchy feet.” I
guess getting moved around so much, it took me some time to adjust to being in one
place.
I also worked with Provincial Overhead Team, as equipment boss. This Team was called
into the big project fires, like Bella Coola, Carmax in the Yukon, and Hundred Mile
house. I did that in 1985, 1987, and again in 1989.
One of the high points of being in Nelson was the opportunity to plan, organize and
monitor the construction of the Grey Creek Forest Service Road, that connected the East
Shore of Kootenay Lake to Kimberley.
In my 37 years with the Forest Service, there were a number of rewarding projects, like
the pondage clearing and the bridge work. I think the most satisfying time was when I
was working on the Chilcotin FSR. My family was with me—they stayed in a trailer at
the Riske Creek Field Office—and I was able to come home every night.
The worst time was probably the downsizing in the late seventies; it literally destroyed
our organization. We lost 19 positions out of engineering, and a bunch of the equipment
was sold off. Those cuts were basically the end of the Region’s capability for doing their
own road and bridge maintenance work.
All in all, it was a dream career, and it’s sad to see the closure of the Nelson Regional
Office.

Lower end of Wood River after pondage logging and before flooding, 1970.
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BC, Dominion and US foresters conference, date and location unknown. Photo: Ministry of
Forests historic collection.
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THE HALL OF FAME:
NELSON DISTRICT FORESTERS/REGIONAL MANAGERS 1897-2003

Photo not available

John R. Martin
1897 - 1913

Photo not available

G.H. Prince
1914 - 1915

E. B. Prowd
1916 – 1920

F.A. MacDonald
1921 – 1924

Robert C. St. Clair
1926

George P. Melrose
1927 - 1931

Robert E. Allen
1932 - 1944

Photo not available

R.W. Flumerfelt
1925

Photo not available

Robert C. St. Clair
1945

Sam E. Marling
1946

Harry B. Forse
1947 – 1957

Percy Young
1958 - 1961

J. Ralph Johnston
1962 - 1978

Maurice G. Isenor
1978 – 1982

John R.D Cuthbert
1982 – 1985

Ross R. Tozer
1985 – 2002

Mike Geisler
2002 - 2003

Vern Quaroni
2002 - 2003
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The following members of the Forest Service were killed in action in World War II:
N. H. Boss, Draughtsman, Nelson.
I. J. Burkitt, Ranger Assistant, Nelson.

The following members served in World War II:
H. T. Barbour, Acting Ranger, Nelson.
N. H. Boss, Draughtsman, Nelson.
R. Bradshaw, Lookout-man, Nelson.
I. J. Burkitt, Ranger Assistant, Nelson.
H. G. M. Colbeck, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
R. W. Couling, Assistant Ra nger, Nelson.
R. E. Crelin, Dispatcher, Nelson.
L. E. Croft, Dispatcher, Nelson.
G. Crommett, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
F. W. Crouch, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
R. A. Danstrom, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
Miss L. A. Edwards, Stenographer, Nelson.
J. Eselmont, Lookout-man, Nelson.
R. R. Flynn, Lookout-man, Nelson.
E. J. Hamling, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
A. E. Hesketh, Patrolman, Nelson.
F. J. G. Johnson, Ranger, Nelson.
J. R. Johnston, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
S. Lockard, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
E. G. Marples, Lookout-man, Nelson.
A. J. Nash, Student Assistant, Nelson.
E. R. Offin, Dispatcher, Nelson.
J. C. Payne, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
I. C. Robinson, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
D. W. Speers, Lookout-man, Nelson.
W. E. Thacker, Lookout-man, Nelson.
F. V. Webber, Assistant Ranger, Nelson.
W. J. Wright, Dispatcher, Nelson.
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H.R. MacMillan and Dr. C.D. Orchard opening Manning Park, 1950 BC Archives photo.
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THE HONOR ROLL:
A COMPREHENSIVE LIST OF ALL RECORDED EMPLOYEES OF THE
NELSON FOREST REGION, 1897-2003 5
Abraham, Marian
Ailman, Diane
Alcock, Arlene
Allen, Dianne
Allen, Robert E.
Allin, Cindy
Allin, Douglas
Allin, Glen B.
Anderson, Dale
Anderson, David E.
Anderson, Delee
Anderson, Mark
Anderson, Lois
Anderson, Lorne
Andersson, Nils J. L.
Andrews, Claire T.
Antonenko, Jim
Applewaite, John
Arikado (Bushell), Mitzi F.
Armitage, Diane
Askew, G. M. (Jean)
Atherton, Larry P.
Attridge, Maureen S.
Aubrey, Michelle
Audia, Lorne F.
Augustine (MacDonald), Tammy
Aumack, Holly
Avis, Larry
Bailey, Jack F.
Bailey (Green), Marjorie J.
Babin, Dan L.
Bagur, Suzanne M.
Bahk, Heichoon
Baker, R. G. (Rick)
Bancroft, Hugh G.
Barabanoff, Ina
Barisoff, Natasha L.
Barnes, Al (Buster)
Barns, James Norman
Barnes, S.
5

Barrett, J.
Bate, V. G. C. (Mr.)
Bauer, Petra
Bawtree, Alf
Bayer, Tom
Beaudry, Garry
Beaulieu, Steve
Beck, Beverly D.
Beck, Ron A.
Beinder, Dennis S.
Bekker, Pieter J.
Belik, Ken
Belmond, Cal
Bell, Ruth H.
Bellesen, Ruth S.
Benwell, George
Benwell, William
Benedetti, Linda E.
Benedetti, Vivian
Beringer, David
Berukoff, Ed
Berukoff, P. Peter
Best, E. Lois
Best, Jan G.
Best, Sandi
Beverage, Colin
Biagioni, Mark
Biln, Elizabeth
Biln, John
Bishop, W. (Bill)
Bishop, C. (Mr.)
Black, A. M.
Blackstock, Dell H.
Blatchford, Marten
Blocka, Darcy L.
Blom, Ken
Blom, Tom
Boalch, Carol
Bond, Alan K.
Bond, George L.

This list was compiled from various sources. We apologize for any omissions or misspellings.
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Bonderoff, Mike
Bonneau, A. Margaret
Boothman, Tant
Bornemann, Karl F.
Borkowski, W. W. (Mr.)
Botterill, C. Edward
Boultbee, Nichole
Bovin, Aleida
Bow, Neil R.
Bowdige, Laurence
Bowolin (Fox), Cindy
Bowolin, Louise
Bowolin, Nick
Bradley, Al
Brahniuk, F.
Braithwaite, Ken
Brash, Bob
Brash, Bill
Braumandl, Thomas F.
Braybrook, Chris
Brayshaw, Debbie L.
Bredl, Jennifer
Bredl, Patricia L.
Brennan, Bill
Brennen, Beverly R.
Bristol, Lorne
Britton, Paul E.
Broadfoot, B. (Mr.)
Brock, R. M. (Bob)
Brochu, Ann F.
Brook, W. Norm
Browell, Bud
Brown, Joyce M.
Brownlie, Christine
Brubacher, R. Keith
Bruce, John
Brules, Will
Bryden, Ellen M.
Budden, Art T.
Bulman, Anne L.
Bulhlinger, Heinz
Burns, Alison J.
Burns, M. Grant
Buss, Lorie
Butler, H. (Mr.)
Butz, Garry
Cameron, Ian
Campbell, Bruce L.

Carver, N.
Casemore, Dot
Catenacci (Reber), Norine B.
Cavalier, Robert S. (Bob)
Cazakoff, Cheryl
Cesa, Angie
Chapin, W. A. (Bill)
Chase, Lee M.
Chase, Lou A.
Chatfield, Charlie V.
Chernoff, Doris
Chernoff, E.
Chernoff, K.
Cherry, Dianne?
Chevrette, Lee-Ann
Chow, Brian W.
Chow, David
Christianson (Pastuck), Heather
Christie, R. Ollie
Chung, David
Clark, Dave A. M.
Ciapponi, Val P.
Clapperton, Dave
Clarke, Shorty
Clay, Christine
Clow, Stewart (Stu)
Cochran, Chris R.W.
Cohen, Paul A.
Colati, Daniella
Collins, Sean
Colquhoun, Bruce C.
Comeau, Anne
Comeau, Phil
Commandeur, George E.
Conlin, Corrine
Conne, Daniel
Constance, Barry
Conway, J. B.
Cook, Irene D.
Coombs, C. Al
Cooperman, Aaron
Cooperman, Benjamin
Corbin-Charman, Betty M.
Corey, Vic
Corrigan, Bob
Cosens, Andy G.
Cosens, A. Sterling
Cosnett, N. (Mr.)
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Couling, Herb
Courson, Don E.
Coutanche, Bruce
Couturier, Paula
Crabtree (Bluett), Joan
Crabtree, Ralph
Craig (De Laurentis), Carmela
Craig, Juliet
Crampton, David
Crane, Art
Crashley, G. F. (Mr.)
Craven, P.
Crawford, Dave
Crellin, R. M. (Miss)
Crosson, Tammie
Croswell, Teresa C.
Crowther, D. (Mr.)
Crouer, Jim
Cullum, Brian
Cumberland, Muriel A.
Cunliffe, Edgar G.
Cunningham, Ken G.
Curran, Barbara M.
Curran, Mike P.
Currie, Gloria
Curry, Chris
Curtis, Shaundra
Cuthbert, John, R. D.
Cuthbert, Robert J.
Czar, Peter
Daloise, Rhiannon
Damstrom, R. A. ?
Danchella, George
Darychuk, Garry M.
Davidson, Alan W.
Davis, Geralyn D.
Davis, Ingrid H.
Davis, Reg H.
Delong, Deborah L.
Denisoff, Steve
Denny, Peggy G.
Depremio, Brenda
Dermody (Robinson), Jesslynn
Dodds, Jerry
Donaldson, Rose
Dosenberger, Lorie
Dosenberger, Lynda
Dosenberger (Harper), Shelley

Downing, Leslie
Doyle, C. (Miss)
Doyle, Kay
Draper, Carmen
Drew, Frank W. M.
Drew, Richard A.
Drinkwater, R. S.
Dube`, Mark
Dupas, Jenny L.
Durell, Rex
Durell, Thelma
Durham, Jennifer
Dykstra, Pamela
Eaton, Carter
Edgar, Karen G.
Edward, Steve
Edwards, Ralph D.
Egan, Dianne J.
Elias, Hans
Elliott, C. Frank
Ellis, R. (Bob)
Ensing, Christine
Erickson, H. Arnie
Erlandson, Gordon K.
Evans, Shirley
Evin, Lorne A.
Evdokimoff, Margaret
Evdokimoff, Nicole
Etelamaki, Anja I.
Euerby, Larissa
Faasse, Verle I.
Fanjoy, Emilee J.
Farrell, Linda
Faust, Don
Faust, Ramona R.
Fedorchuk, B. T.
Filyer, Susan
Finlon, Colleen
Fipke, Neil
Fischer, Jim G.
Fisher, Sam F.
Fishwick, Jim
Floyd, Jack
Flumerfelt, R. W.
Fofonow, Sasha
Forbes, Glen
Forse, Harry B.
Fowler, Peter G.
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Franklin, Warn
Fraser, Bruce A.
Fraser, Ian R.
Fraser, Ronald B.
Frie, Ken
Friedrich (Sookerukoff), Tammy
Fuhr, Bruce
Gagnon, Jackie S.
Gallicano, Patricia R.
Galliver, Rick A.
Garner, Virginia L.
Gayton, Donald V.
Gear, N. (Ms.)
Geddes, Laurie
Geisler, B. Mike
Gibbons, Karla
Giles, Kevin T.
Giles, M. (Ms.)
Gill, Bikram
Gill, Don
Gill, George
Gill, R. (Mr.)
Gilles (Stensen), Marg
Gluns, Dave R.
Goddard, Dennis
Goldstone, Greg
Goodale, Pat J.
Gorey, Earl
Gordon, Hall
Gorsline, Marian J.
Graff, Lindsay
Grant, David J.
Gray, David R.
Green, Kim C.
Green, Richard
Greenfield, Russ
Greenwall, Deloris
Greensword, Graham
Gretchin, W. (Bill)
Griffin, Grant
Griffiths, Heather
Grizzelle, Victoria A.
Grodzki, Joan E.
Grunerud, Gord
Gull, Sheldon
Gunn, G. B.
Gunn, Peter
Hadikin, Bill

Hadikin, Nina
Hagel, K. Wayne
Hagen, Jeff
Hale, Daniel J.
Hall, Donna M.
Hall, J. W. Gordon
Hall, Karen L.
Hall, Larry J.
Hallstead, Gloria
Halsey, Ken
Hamaguchi, Jiro R.
Hamann, Len
Hamann, Kathleen
Hamoline, Paul
Hanlon, Barbara R.
Hanlon, Laurence M.
Hanson, Shelley
Hanson, Sheldon
Harbottle, W. (Mr.)
Hardson, Dwayne
Hark, Harold H.
Harris, Bruce
Harshenin, E. J.
Harvie, Tom
Hauk, Cal G.
Hawe, Angela
Hayes, Claire M.
Hazel, Sally B.
Heddle, Fred
Hedin, Tom A.
Heighton, John J.
Heimann, Iris M.
Helbecque, Don R.
Hellekson, Sylvia L.
Hendy, Wayne
Henderson, Joe E.
Hepper, W. E. (Mr.)
Hesketh, Fred G.
Hlady, Edward
Hiebert, Quinn
Hill, Frank
Hill, Tannis R.
Hoag, Marlene
Hodge, Julie E. M.
Hogan, John
Holitzki, Janice
Holitzki, Paul O.
Holliday, Nancy P.
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Holland, William J.
Holmberg, Harold
Holmgren, G.W.A.
Holmgren, Ken A.
Hoolaeff, John
Hoover (Telford), Karen
Hope, Sawyer
Hope, Sharon
Hopkins, Kory Shawn
Hopwood, G. Caroline
Horlacher, Heidi
Horkoff, Mark
Horkoff, Mike
Horsefall, Willa
Hough, W. S. (Bill)
Howard, Kevin
Howard, Leslie D.
Hoyle, Susan
Hubbard, Tom R.
Hudock, Mike
Hughes, Don
Hughes, Margaret A.
Hughes, A. John
Huiberts, Joan
Husband, Leslie J.
Hutchinson, Bev (Mr.)
Hutchinson, David G.
Ihas (Mason), Michele
Illingworth, Rick C.
Illingsworth, Keith
Inglebrook, Roger
Isenor, Maurie G.
Janzen, Barry P.
Jarchow, Klaus
Jay, Tammie
Jefferson, Larry W.
Jensen, Dennis
Jesse, Mike
Johnson, Dustin
Johnson, Ina L.
Johnson, Irwin B.
Johnson, Kathy E.
Johnson, Ross
Johnston, D. (Ms.)
Johnston, J. Ralph
Johnston, Kristina
Johnston, Tom
Jongejan, Sylvia

Jones, Brenda J.
Jones, Gail
Jones, Ted
Jones, Terrance W.
Jonker, Jan
Jordan, R. Peter
Joyce, J. Fred
Kanigan, Elizabeth A.
Kardos, C. A. (Mr.)
Karpiuk, V. (Ms.)
Katasonoff (Craddock), Donna
Katasonoff, L. (Miss)
Kazakoff, Anne K.
Keefe, B. Gayle
Keller, Nola
Kennedy (McCartney), Jean
Kerby, Trudy
Ketcheson, Maureen
Kettleson, Ole J.
Kilb, E. S. (Miss)
Killough, Joe F.
Killough, John
Kinakin, Gail S.
King, John G. (Jack)
Kinoshenko, Madelaine
Klafki, Greg J.
Kline, Pat L.
Kline, Ted
Knapik, John
Knight, Ted
Koehle, Lorna J.
Konkin, John
Konkin, Lawrence G.
Konkin, William (Bill)
Koopman, Garrit
Koos, B. V.
Kootnekoff, T. L. (Miss)
Koozen, M.
Koozin, E. (Mr.)
Koski, V. Dempsey
Krestinsky, Bev
Kumori, Corey
Kuzio, Shaun
Labelle, Martin
Laidlaw (Anderson), Debra G.
Lakeman, Ron
Lambkin, Perry J.
Lamb-Yorski, Matthew
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Lane (Davidson), Sandra
Lapierre, Debora A.
Lapointe, Cammy L. M.
Larsen, Al J.
Larsen, Larry
Latham, Nina
Laughton, Edna
Lawerence, J. A.
Layton, Harry R.
Leahy, Jeff
Lee, Geoff
Lee, Peter W.
Lee, Sharon
Lee, Shelley
Lees, Jack
Leeming, Jane
Legebokoff, Sara
Lepage, Peggy
Lepsoe, Gunner
Leslie, ? (Mrs.)
Lessard, Keyes
Levitt, Win
Liber, Charlene M.
Lindberg, Martin
Lines (Graham), Diane
Linton, Stan
Listar, Ivan
Little, John
Lively, Lee
Lock, Brian
Loewen, Doloret
Logan, Rick E.
Lohnes, Christopher
Loehr, Gerry
Loxam (Christofoli), Kathleen
Lussier, Rolland
Lyle (Floyd), Carol E.
MacBain, Margaret
MacConnell, Mark
MacDonald, Dennis
MacDonald, F. A.
MacDonald, Jim
MacDonald, Roderick
Macdonald, Scott
MacDonald, Tracy
MacFarlane, Eric
MacIntosh, W. Glenn
MacKay, Heather

MacKay, Malcolm C.
MacKenzie, Bruce A
MacLean, Hal.
MacLellan, Debra L.
MacLeod, Rod T.
Macleod, Zoe
MacRae, Catherine
Madill, Mike S.
Maglio, Mike
Makasoff, Deborah L.
Makortoff, Peter M.
Malinka, Dave
Marken, Lillian
Marken, Lorraine
Markin, Debbie
Markevich, Robin
Markevich, Wendy M.
Markstrom, J. Bruce
Marling, Sam E.
Martin, Robert G. (Bob)
Martin, Dale
Martin, John R.
Mastrobuono, Lucia
Matlock, B. D.
Matlock, Tim
Maure, Joe E.
Maximuk, Barb
McNab, John D.
McNabb, Ken
McCandlish, Christine
McDonald, Donna
McFaul, Lynne
McGovern, Mae
McGuinness, Kathleen P.
McKinnon, George
McLean, Barry A.
McMillan, R. W. C.
McArthur, Donna M.
McArthur, Rob
McArthy, Tim
McMillan, Randy W. C.
McNaughton, R. Brian
McNee, William
McCroy, Rob
McQuarrie, Bob
McQuarrie, Jim
McRory, Rob
Means, Dave
67

Melenka, Dave
Melrose, George. P.
Metz (Poznikoff), Vera
Middlestat, Harry
Midtle, Arnie
Miller, Bob
Miller, Harry
Miller, Rich
Miller, Valerie A.
Miller, Randy
Milner, Dave
Milner, Kenneth
Milligan, Patrick
Milroy, Jim E.
Miner, Thomas, J.
Minns, George
Misan, Shirley E.
Miskovitch, Henry
Mitchell, Ben
Moat, D. (Ms.)
Montenay, Renee
Moorcroft, Jeff
Morgan, Kim
Morris, Ernest V.
Morrison, Barry
Morrison, Julie A.
Mowatt (Ward), M. Gerry
Muirhead, I. J. (Miss)
Muller, R.
Mulvihill, Chris
Mumford, Cathy
Munns, Cindy
Munro, Jim F.
Munroe, Don W.
Murray, Douglas G.
Muto, Leno
Mwaura, John
Nassey, Jo-Ann
Nagy, Wendy
Nash, J. Trent
Naud, Douglas B.
Nazaroff, Joyce
Nedelec, Jackie H. L.
Negreiff, P. Ron
Nejedley, Gay
Nelson, Sue
Neuner, Clayton
Newsome, Teresa

Nicol, Doug
Nicole, John
Nitz, Werner (Butch)
Niven, Fern
Noble, Ross
Norgrove, A. (Ms.)
Norris, Don
Nutter (Hughes), Flo
Nyman, R.
Nyst, Hubert J.
OlHansen, (M. ?)
Oliver, Graham
Olsen, Pam
Olynyk, Rolland
Onishko, Peter
Ordway, Gerry S.
Orelj, Milan
Oswald, David L.
Ott, Lawrence
Oxley, Ron
Ozeroff, Luby C.
Ozeroff, Tony W.
Palethorpe, George C.
Pandachuck (Jmaiff), Judy M.
Panjanko, Roman
Paquette, Rodger
Park, Christine A.
Parker, Bobbie
Parks, F. (Mr.)
Parlow, L. (Mr.)
Parminter, Dave O.
Parsons, Dave R.
Patterson, Barbara A.
Paul, A. (Mildred) Millie
Payne, Jack G.
Peitzsche, Cathy
Peitzsche, Larry
Peloso, Heather
Pendergast, C. S.
Penner, Wally C.
Perepolkin, Elaine M.
Perepolkin, Laura
Pereverzoff (Bojey), Theresa
Perchie, Robert W.
Percival, Dennis W.
Perdue, Barbara
Perdue, John
Perepelecta, Lloyd V.
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Persson, Torsten O.
Peschke, Bernie E.
Peter, Terry H.
Peterson, Della A.
Petit (Hamilton), Jo
Phillips, Howie
Phillips, Martin J.
Picard, Paul
Pickering, Gordon
Pinnell, Heather
Pistak, W. O. (Bill)
Platt, William (Bill)
Planiden, Jean
Podger, James E.
Pohl, James
Pol, Miendert
Polinkoff, John
Pollack, John
Pollard, Jackie F.
Pollard, Jennifer D.
Pollard, Laurie
Pollard, Mark J.
Poohachoff (Ashdown), Jody
Popoff, Bev
Popoff, Debbie
Popoff, Mike J.
Popoff, Peter P.
Popoff, Shirley
Popoff, Wayne
Porteous, M. (Peg)
Potter, W. Gordon
Potts, Harry M.
Prest, Richard S.
Price, J. T.
Price, Larry D.
Price, Michael S.
Prince, G. H.
Pritchard (Conners), Janet
Prowd, E. B.
Quance, E. (Ms.)
Quance, L. M.
Quaroni, Vern W.
Quesnel (Freitag), Sonja
Quesnel, Harry J.
Ramsden, Eric
Ramsay, Bob
Ramsay, Jody
Raven, Jack H. ?

Reardon, Kent
Redfern, Lawrence S.
Reece, Olive
Reichenback, Gerald H.
Reid, Linda G.
Reid, Jamie
Reisterer, D. (Miss)
Reitan, Leanne
Relkoff, Sam
Renshaw, L. Frank
Renwick, Andy
Repin, Peter
Rhodes, Ivana
Richards, George
Richards, Jim
Richardson (Cohen), Nan
Ring, Alina K.
Ringrose, Joe. H.
Rivers, Marilyn A.
Robertson (Chorlton), Babs
Robertson, Linda
Robinson, Eric W.
Robinson, Ginny
Robinson, Gordie M. R.
Robinson, Jim
Robinson, R. E. (Bob)
Robinson, Tim
Rogacz, J. (Mr.)
Rogers, Wilf
Rohn, Matt ?
Romano, C. (Ms.)
Roskamp, Mike
Rosling, Marj
Ross, Allen (Buster)
Ross, Bruce
Ross, Lionel
Ross, Maureen
Ross, S. (Miss)
Rossi, Gino
Rowe, Greg
Rumson, Sam W.
Russell, Fred
Sacenieks, Kristine
Saliken, Sarah J.
Sandberg, H. G. (Arve)
Savinkoff, Tom
Savinkoff, Tony
Sbitney, M. (Miss)
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Scarff, Chris R.
Schafthuizen, Andrea L.
Schafthuizen, Jim
Schamhart, Dick
Scheithauer, Frank
Schild, Eric G.
Schlatter, Jody
Schmidt, Frank
Schollema, Peter
Schupe, George
Scorpad, Pete
Scott, Jerry
Sedlack, John P.
Selman, J. (Mr.)
Selsing, Jan
Semenoff, Peter J.
Sept, Earl L.
Shaw, Gary
Shaw, Janice
Sherbinin, John
Shibley (Steiner), Linda
Shield, Vanessa
Shinde, Y. (Mr.)
Sicotte, Dave
Sicotte, Don
Simpson, K. (Mr.)
Simpson, Sid S.
Skopac, Donna
Smith, Ed
Smith, Bev F.
Smith, Darryl J.
Smith, Dave
Smith, F. Gaile
Smith, Graham
Smith, Heather E.
Smith, Larry R.
Smith (Frank), Lois
Smithson, Kate
Sommers, Bob
Sonmor, Shannon
Sookochoff, W. Wasil
Spearman, Peter
Speirs, Ron
Spence, J. (Miss)
Spence, Marlene G.
Sproul, William P.
St. Amand, D.
St. Elroy, R. (Mr.)

St. Clair, Robert C.
Stanford, Virginia
Stasyn, Anita
Steele, Adam
Stenson, M. M. (Mrs.)
Stensrud, Linda E.
Stephens, N. (Mrs.)
Stevens, Art
Stewart, Dan
Stewart, Dave A.
Stewart, Lance
Stewart, Rick D.
Still, Gerry W.
Stilwell, Leslie E.
Stock, Arthur J.
Stocker, John
Stoochnoff, Sandi
Stonoski, J. (Ms.)
Sutherland, Gayle A.
Sutherland, G. Jina
Sutherland, Barbara H.
Sutherland, Fred
Sutherland, Jim
Sundberg, Kara
Sundstorm, Kara
Sutherland, Jim D.
Swadden, G. M. (Miss)
Swan, Andrew B.
Swain, Dave
Tack, R. Mark
Tacon, Loanne R.
Talbot, Ken
Taylor, Henry W. (Hank)
Taylor, John M.
Taylor, Marianne J. I.
Taylor, Nina
Taylor, R. J.
Teichroeb, Gwen S.
Telford, A. David
Thevanaz, Carol A.
Thiessen, Fred N.
Thiessen, Les
Thingsted, Anette
Thom, John C.
Thom, Junior ?
Thompson, Brian
Thompson, Chris F.
Thompson, Herb
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Thompson, Stephen
Thompson, Tommy
Thomas, Dave N.
Thomas (Fetterley), Joyce
Thomas, Mel
Thorlakson, Bree
Tichnow, Elena
Tieu, David
Tjader, Doug
Todd, Bev
Todd, Diane
Toews, Ben N.
Toews, David A.
Tomlins, Glenna
Totten, Paul L.
Townsend, Jeff
Tozer, Ross R.
Truant, R. A. (Rich)
Tschnauer, Margaret
Tutch, Matthew
Tymofievich, Walter
Turner, Doug J.
Ungaro, L. A. (Miss)
Utzig, Greg
Uyeda, Michiyo (Mickie)
Valdal, Eric
Vandenbergh, Jack (Jinx)
Vandergraaf, Marcell
Vandergas, Maurice
Velisek, Ivana
Verigen, Larry
Vison, Frank
Voiken, Larry
Von Baynum, Robert
Von Niesson, Brian
Von Wittgenstein, Paul
Wadds, Morris E.
Wadey, Pat
Wagner, Adam
Wagner, ? (Mrs.)
Wai, John
Waldie, R. Art
Wallace, Carol
Walker, Sheila M.
Walsh, Donna
Ward, (Jeffs) Charlotte
Warner, Allison
Warren, Steve

Wassick, Harry W. (Red)
Weeks, Vic
Weir, Arol J.
Wells, Bill
Welychko, Rick
Westergaard, Karen
Westhoff, Robert
Weston, Blair
Wicken, W. (Mr.)
Wheeler, Al
White, Eric
White (Stephenac), Jo
White, Ken
Wicken, Bill
Williamson, Lisa
Wilson, Julie E.
Wilson, Tom
Wintemute, M. Edith
Wirtzig, Gertie
With, Alan
Witt, Lou
Wood, Gary
Wood, Hugo
Wood, Ian W.
Wood, Jeff
Wood, Steve
Wood, Terry
Woodham, Lee
Woodski, Tom
Woodward, W. G. (Bill)
Wollard, Sheila
Wormald, Gayden
Worsfold, Jeff K.
Worsig, G. (Ms.)
Wrangler (Bing), Dawn B.
Wray, Patricia A.
Wright, N. R. (Bob)
Wright, Rob
Wyber, Stacey D.
Yanke (Burns), Susan
Yanke, Norman
Yanni, Shelagh
Yeung, Ben
Yewchin, Donald K.
Young, Dawn
Young, Percy
Young, E. L. (Ted)
Younghusband, Les
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Youwe, Donald A.
Zdrazil, Blanka
Zielke, Earl
Zino, Lisa Marie
Zol, Ivana
Zoobkoff (Soukeroff), Shelley

Nelson Forest Region office staff, early 1980’s
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NELSON FOREST DISTRICT
RANGER DISTRICT STAFF6

Divisions

1913 - J.R. Martin,
District Forester
Kootenay Lake
Arrow Lake
Boundary

J.T. Price

1916 – E.B. Prowd,
District Forester

Ranger Districts

Ranger Districts

Ranger Districts

1919 – E.B. Prowd,
District Forester
Kootenay Lake
Arrow Lake
Boundary
Columbia

A.M.
H.S.
J.T.
A.E.

1920 – E.B. Prowd,
District Forester
1 Grand Forks
2 Arrowhead
3 Nakusp
4 Nelson
5 Ymir

J.P. Griffith
A.E. Noble
H.S. Nelson
A.M. Black
J.T. Price

1921 – F.A. MacDonald,
District Forester
1 Nakusp
2 New Denver
3 Nelson
4 Ymir
5 Grand Forks

A.J. Harrison
H.S. Nelson
J.B. Conway
J.T. Price
J.P. Griffith

6

Black
Nelson
Price
Noble

Historical Administrative and Personnel Tables, 1913-1981, Ministry of Forests Working Paper #3
(“Project 87”)
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Ranger
Districts

1922 – F.A. MacDonald,
District Forester
1 Arrow Park

A.J. Harrison

2 New Denver
H.S. Nelson
3 Balfour
J.B. Conway
4 Ymir
J.T. Price
5 Grand Forks
J.P. Griffiths
6 Nelson
G.W.A. Holmgren
see “Southern Interior Forest District” (p. 79) for the years 1925-1933
1937 – R.E. Allen,
District Forester
Ranger Districts 5 Creston
J.W. Macdonald
6 Kaslo
G.C. Palethrope
To New Denver
H.J. Coles
1 Apr 1938
G.T. Robinson
1941
7 Salmo
G. Schupe
G.T. Robinson
1 Jun 1939
G. Schupe
8 Nelson
G. Schupe
G.T. Robinson
1 Jun 1939
G. Schupe
9 New Denver
J.E. Matheson
W.H. Miller
1 Feb 1938
G.C. Palethorpe
1 Apr 1938
10 Nakusp
P. Young
11 East Robson
H.C. Nichols
Headquarters
moved
Rossland
H.C. Nichols
November 1939
12 Grand Forks
G.W. Parlow
13 Kettle Valley
G.W. Parlow

Ranger Districts

1941 – R.E. Allen,
District Forester
1 Invermere
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10

J.R. Johnson
J.H.A. Applewhaite
R. Cameron
H. Coles
F.A. Pym
J.W. Macdonald
G.T. Robinson
G. Schupe
G. Palethorpe
P. Young

Fernie
Golden
Cranbrook
Creston
Kaslo
Nelson
New Denver
Nakusp
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1943

L.S. Ott
H. Nichols
D.K. Wood
D.H. Ross
J.H. Holmberg

11 Rossland
12 Grand Forks

Ranger Districts

1945 – R.C. St. Clair,
District Forester
1 Invermere
2 Fernie
3 Golden
4 Cranbrook
5 Creston
6 Kaslo
8 Nelson

J.L. Johnson
R. Cameron
H. Coles
F.A. Pym
J.H.A. Applewhaite
G.T. Robinson
G. Schupe
R.A. Damstrom
G. Palethorpe
L.S. Ott

9 New Denver
10 Nakusp

Ranger Districts

1948-1951 H.B. Forse,
District Forester
5 Creston

6

Kaslo

7

Lardeau

8

Nelson

9

New Denver

A.I. Ross
F.R. Hill
J.B. Gierl
F.R. Hill
J.E. Humphrey
L.E. Stilwell
R.E. Robinson
A.J. Larsen
G.C. Palethorp
L.M. Quance
C.R. Tipple
R.E. Robinson
H.L. Cowling
H.R. Wood
H.C. Nichols
J.F. Killough
E.W. Reid
M.G. Isenor
J.F. Killough
L.E. Stilwell
J.E. Connolly
C.J. McGuire
F.G. Hesketh
H.R. Wood

10 Nakusp
11 Rossland
12 Grand Forks
13 Kettle Valley

14 Canal Flats
15 Arrowhead
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1942

To Pouce Coupe
1 Nov 1942

1 Oct 1945

1951
1951

J.B. Geirl
W.O. Haggard
L.M. Hesketh

16 Edgewood
17 Elko
1952 –
Ranger District

H.B. Forse,
District Forester
C.R. Tipple
H.V. Hopkins
1953
R.A. Damstrom
H.J. Coles
J.E. Connolly
A.I. Ross
J.L. Humphrey
J.H. Raven
A.J. Larsen
R.E. Robinson
H.R. Wood
J.F. Killough
E.W. Reid
L.E. Stilwell
C.J. McGuire
J.B. Gierl
W.D. Haggart
F.G. Hesketh
J.I. Snider
F.R. Hill
H.V. Hopkins
W.T. Uphill

1 Invermere

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Fernie
Golden
Cranbrook East
Creston
Kaslo
Lardeau
Nelson
New Denver
Nakusp
Castlegar
Grand Forks
Kettle Valley
Canal Flats
Arrowhead
Edgewood
Elko
Spillimacheen
Cranbrook West
Beaverdell

1955 – 1957 Ranger Districts

H.B. Forse,
District Forester
R.J.C. Reaney
F.R. Hill
J.F.
Bailey
J.F.
Bailey
J.H. Ivens
G.R. Webster
R.C. Jackson

18 Spillimacheen
19 Cranbrook West
20 Beaverdell
21 Slocan
22 Revelstoke
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1953

1956
1956
1956

1958 –

P. Young,
District Forester
J. R. Johnston,
District Forester

1962 –

Ranger Districts

1958 - 1965
1 Invermere

H.V. Hopkins
L.G. Taft
J.L. Humphrey
J.L. Connolly

2 Fernie
3 Golden

4
5
6

Cranbrook East
Creston
Kaslo

7

Lardeau

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

Nelson
New Denver
Nakusp
Castlegar
Grand Forks
Kettle Valley
Canal Flats
Arrowhead

S.E.
J.B.
A.I.
L.E.
G.B.
W.G.
G.L.
R.E.
C.C.
J.H.
H.R.
E.W.
W.T.
G.M.
F.G.

Anderson
Gierl
Ross
Stilwell
Allin
Benwell
Benwell
Robinson
Jupp
Raven
Wood
Reid
Uphill
Cartwright
Old

G.B.
P.F.
W.G.
W.D.
I.M.
F.G.
W.G.
P.F.
R.J.
C.N.
J.H.
L.O.
G.R.
R.C.

Allin
Russell
Benwell
Haggard
Loomer
Hesketh
Benwell
Russell
Reaney
Bellmond
Ivens
Hamann
Webster
Jackson

1961

Not staffed in 1960
1961

1963
1964

Not staffed 1960

16 Edgewood
17 Elko

18 Spillimacheen
20 Beaverdell
21 Slocan
22 Revelstoke

77

1963
1965
1965
1964
1965
1963
1963

1968 – 1973
Ranger Districts

J.R. Johnston,
District Forester
L.G. Taft
G.M. Cartwright
J.L. Humphries
S.E. Anderson
J.B. Gierl
A.I. Ross
R.G. Trenamen
G.B. Allin
H.B. Thompson
G.L. Benwell
B.L. Custace
R.E. Robinson
C.C. Jupp
J.H. Raven
H.R. Wood
E.W. Reid
P.F. Russell
W.T. Uphill
W.R. Anderson
G.M. Cartwright
H.D. Hamilton
W.G. Benwell
R.G. Trenaman
W.O. Pistak
P.F. Russell
G.F. Dodd
E.W. Hewitt
L.
Webster
L.O. Hamann
H.B. Thompson
J.A. Hogan
C.N. Bellmond
H.D. Hamilton
G.L. Benwell

1 Invermere
2 Fernie
3 Golden
4 Cranbrook East
5 Creston
6 Kaslo
7

Lardeau

8
9
10
11
12

Nelson
New Denver
Nakusp
Castlegar
Grand Forks

13 Kettle Valley
14 Canal Flats
15 Mica Creek
16 Fauquier
17 Elko

18 Spillimacheen
19 Cranbrook West
20 Beaverdell
21 Salmo
22 Revelstoke
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1972

1972
1972
1972

1969
1969
1972

1972
1969
1973

1972

1972

1974 – 1976 Ranger Districts

J.R. Johnston,
District Forester
G.M. Cartwright
J.L. Humphrey

1 Invermere
2 Fernie
3 Golden
4
5

Cranbrook East
Creston

6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Kaslo
Lardeau
Nelson
New Denver
Nakusp
Castlegar
Grand Forks

J.L. Younghusband
J.B. Gierl
V.
H.B.
A.C.
R.E.
C.C.
J.H.
H.R.
P.F.

Hernandez
Thompson
Joyce
Robinson
Jupp
Raven
Wood
Russell

SOUTHERN INTERIOR FOREST DISTRICT
1925 - 1933
1925 –
Ranger Districts

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

R.W. Flumerfelt,
District Forester
J. Sanderson
G. Schupe
G. McParlon
F. Pym
G.F. Frost
H. Nelson
H.C. Nichols
J.T. Price
G.F. Holmgren
G.C. Palethorpe
R. Little
J. McCluskey
E.J. Thomas
H. Oldman
R.O. Leslie

Invermere
Fernie
Waldo
Cranbrook
Nakusp
New Denver
Balfour
Ymir
Grand Forks
Nelson
Merritt
Vernon
Princeton
Penticton
Rock Creek
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Not staffed 1974
1975
Not staffed 1974
1975

1926 Ranger Districts

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

R.C. St. Clair,
District Forester
F.T. Oatts
G. Schupe
G.
McParlon
G.H. Colson
G.F. Frost
H.
Nelson
G.C. Palethrope
J.T. Price
H.G. Reynolds
A. Ruzicka
H.
Niebolt, H.C.
Nichols
R. Little
J.
McCluskey
E.J. Thomas
H. Oldman
R.O. Leslie

Invermere
Fernie
Waldo
Cranbrook
Nakusp
New Denver
Kaslo
Ymir
Grand Forks

10 Castlegar
11
12
13
14
15

Merritt
Vernon
Princeton
Penticton
Rock Creek

1927 Ranger Districts

1
2
3
4

Forte Steele
Fernie
Waldo
Cranbrook

5

Creston

6

Kaslo

G.P. Melrose,
District Forester
C. Cameron
G. Schupe
G.W. Paslow
G.H. Colson
R.
Cameron
F.G. Oatts
J.
MacDonald
G.C. Palethorpe

1932 Ranger Districts

2
3
4
6
8
9
10
11
12

Dismissed 1 Jan
1927
20 Nov 1928

R.E. Allen,
District Forester
H.J. Coles
R. Camerson
J.W. McDonald
G.C. Palethorpe
G. Schupe
J.E. Matheson
P. Young
H.C. Nicholls
G.W. Parlow

Fernie
Cranbrook
Creston
Kaslo
Nelson
New Denver
Naksup
Edgewood
Grand Forks

1933– Southern Interior Forest District becomes Nelson Forest District 14 May 1933
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THE LAST HURRAH:
Nelson Forest Region office staff on front steps of 518 Lake Street, April 10, 2002.
Photo courtesy of David R. Gluns
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