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FIRST NATIONS WATER RIGHTS REPORT 

BAND: 

ADDRESS: 

CHIEF 

PHONE: 

Hartley Bay Band 

General Delivery, Hartley Bay, BC, VOV 1AO 

Chief William Clifton 

841-2500 FAX: 841-2581 

AFFILIATION: North Coast Tribal Council, Tsimshian Tribal Council 

LOCATION: 

The Hartley Bay First Nation occupies thirteen small reserves scattered along Douglas 
Channel, south of the town of Kitimat. The reserves occupy a total land area of 523.3 
hectares. Of the reserves, water rights have been allocated on: 

Kulkayu #4; and 

Kulkayu #4A. 

The most recent population figures compiled by the Ministry of Finance report that the 
Hartley Bay Band has a total population, including registered and non-registered 
members, living on- and off-reserve, of 582. 

The Hartley Bay reserves occur in the Coastal Western Hemlock Biogeoclimatic Zone. 
The reserves lie at elevations ranging from 500 feet to 1500 feet above mean sea level, 
and experience a climate in which average daily temperatures range from lows of -10 
degrees centigrade in January, to highs less than 16 degrees centigrade in July. Annual 
rainfall for the area totals in excess of 250 centimeters. 

Water course of significance include: 

Gabion River: flows southeast and discharges into Douglas Channel. 

Hartley Bay First Nation Water Rights Report 
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WATER ALLOCATIONS: 

There are no records of allocations made by either the Indian Reserve Commission, by 
Order-in-Council of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, or by Order of the Board of 
Investigation. 

The water rights of the Hartley Bay First Nation have been determined by one action of 
government over the years: 

1) The issue of water licences in response to Federal Government applications 
requesting authorization for the use of water on reserve lands. 

HISTORY, CURRENT STATUS AND NOTES: 

The history of water rights, the current status of rights, and notes for the Hartley Bay 
Band with respect to Gabion River are as follows: 

Gabion River: 

History: 

Nov 14,1984 In accordance with an application made by the Hartley Bay First 
Nation, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water 
Licence 61858. The licence was assigned a precedence date of 
February 18,1980 and authorizes the diversion of 100,000 gallons of 
water per day, throughout the year, from Gabion River for 
waterworks purpose. The appurtenant lands are defined as 
Kulkayu #4 and Kulkayu #4A (Hartley Bay). 

Current Status: 

Conditional Water Licence 61858 is the only licence active on Gabion River. 

The Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow for Gabion River. No other 
sources of current water availability for the River were located during the course of this 
investigation. 

Hartley Bay First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Notes: 

1. Conditional Water Licence 61858 authorizes use and diversion for waterworks 
purpose. As such, the licence qualifies the Gabion River drainage area for 
designation as a Community Watershed under provisions contained in the Forest 
Practices Code. 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Groundwater Records: 

A review of records maintained by the MELP - Groundwater Section found that no 
wells have been reported on either Kulkayu Reserve #4 or Kulkayu Reserve #4A. 
However, as the provision of well information to the Groundwater Section is voluntary 
this review should not be assumed to be complete. 

Alternate Water Sources: 

At this time the potential for water supply from a municipality is limited as there are no 
municipal water systems in the proximity of the Hartley Bay Reserves. 

Hartley Bay First Nation Water Rights Report 
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I WATER MANAGEMENT 
BRANCH I ENVIRONMENT 

THE PROVINCE OF BRITLSH COLUMBIA-WATER ACT 

CONDITIONAL WATER LICENCE 

Hartley Bay Indian Band of Hartley Bay, B. C. W V  1AO 

is hereby authorized to d ive r t  and use water as follows: 

(a), The source of the water-supply is Gabion River. 

(b) The point of diversion is located as shown on the attached plan. 

(c) The da te  fran which this l icence s h a l l  have precedence is 18th February, 1980. 

(d )  The p u r p s e  for  which the water is to be used is w a t e m r k s .  

(e) The m a x h u n  quantity of water ai& may be diverted is 100,000 gal lons a day, 
and such d d i t i o n a l  quantity as the mineer m y  fran time to time determine 
should be allowed for losses. 

( f )  The period of the year durirq whi& the water may be used is the &le year. 

(9) The land upon which the water is to be used ard to which t h i s  l icence is 
appurtenant is Indian Reserves 4,  Kulkayu and 4A, Kulkayu (Hartley Bay), me 
4, Coast D i s t r i c t .  

(h)  ?he mrks authorize3 to be constructed are diversion structures, pumphouse, 
tank, pipe and d i s t r ibu t ion  system, khich s h a l l  be located approximately a s  
shown on the attached plan. 

(i) The construction of the said wrks has been c a n p l e t d  ard the water s h a l l  be 
beneficial ly  used on or before the 31st day of Decenber, 1985. 

Deputy Ca;$troller of Water Rights 

ENTCRED ON 

Map No. .____- f -  El By __.__.__. . ( .. .---.*--- 

F i l e  No. 0366062 Date issued: NOV 14 1284 Conditional Licence 61858 
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