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APPENDICES : 
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1. 
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3. 

4. 

5.  

6. 
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8. 

9. 

TABLE: Summary of Water Rights Records for the Seton Lake Band. 

RECORD OF MINUTE OF DECISION (AGBC #590464). 

ORDER IN COUNCIL REGARDING THE SETON LAKE BAND. 

COPES OF LICENCES AND PLATS (Conditional Water Licences 5258, 5278, 5291, 
7162, 7168, 20402, 23626, 28676, 29672 and 29673. Final Water Licences 10607, 
10608,10609,10610,1061 1,10612 and 10613). 

STREAM REGISTER REPORTS (Bear Creek., Bridge River & Carpenter Lake, Ohin 
Creek, Olin Creek, Omin Brook, Peters Creek, Ptilla Creek., Puck Creek, Seton River, 
Spider Creek, Tsee Creek, Whas Brook and Whitecap Creek). 

COPIES OF WATER SURVEY OF CANADA RECORDS (Bridge River). 

COPY OF DATA SUMMARY OF GROUNDWATER RECORDS IN THE SETON 
LAKE RESERVES AREA. 

COPY OF THE SUMMARY OF WATER PROTECTION RECORDS FOR FIRST 
NATIONS. 

MAP: 1) Seton Lake Band Reserves and area. 



FIRST NATIONS WATER RIGHTS REPORT 

BAND: Seton Lake 

ADDRESS: Site 3, Box 76, Shalalth, B.C., VON 3CO 

CHEF: Gary John 

PHONE: 259-8227 FAX: 259-83 84 

The Seton Lake Band occupies six separate reserves in the Coastal Mountains, along Seton Lake, 
west of Lillooet. 

The six reserves are: 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Mission 5 - this 32.4 hectare reserve is located along the southern bank of Seton River, 
near Seton Portage, between Anderson Lake and Seton Lake. 
Necait 6 - this 3 1.9 hectare reserve is located west of Mission 5, at north end of Anderson 
Lake. 
Seton Lake 5A - this 350.4 hectare reserve is located on the north side of Seton River, 
near Seton Portage. 
Silicon 2 - this 46.5 hectare reserve is located on the north bank of Seton Lake, near 
Retaslut. 
Slosh 1 - this 690.6 hectare reserve is located at the west end of Seton Lake, near 
Shalalth. 
Slosh 1A - this 649.1 hectare reserve is located along the north border of Slosh 1. 

Within the Coastal Mountains, these reserves sit at elevations ranging from 800 feet, near the 
Fraser River, to 4,100 feet above mean sea level, and experience a climate ranging from an 
average daily temperature of -5 to -10 degrees centigrade in January to 20 degrees centigrade in 
July. The average annual rainfall for this area is 50 to 100 centimetres. 

The most recent population figures from the Ministry of Finance show the Seton Lake Band to 
have a population of 241 persons living on reserve as registered members. It’s total population, 
including registered and non-registered members living on reserve, on crown land and off 
reserve is 546. 

Water courses of significance include: 

v Bear Creek, which is located east of Necait 6 and flows north into Seton River. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Y 

.Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

Y 

K 

Y 

Y 

v 

Bridge River, which is located north of the Seton Lake Reserves and flows east into 
Fraser River. 

Carpenter Lake, which is located north of Slosh 1, and drains into Bridge River. 

Ohin Creek, which flows south, through Slosh 1 and Slosh lA, and drains into Seton 
Lake. 

Olin Creek, east of Ohin Creek, flows south, through the eastern portions of Slosh 1 and 
Slosh lA, and drains into Seton Lake. 

Omin Brook, which flows southeast, through Slosh 1 and drains into Seton Lake. 

Peters Creek, which flows south, and drains into Ohin Creek. 

Ptilla Creek, which flows south through the eastern portions of Slosh 1 and Slosh 1 A, and 
drains into Seton Lake. 

Puck Creek, which flows southwest, through the eastern portion of Slosh 1 and drains 
into Seton Lake. 

Seton River, which flows east from Anderson Lake, through Necait 6 and Mission 5, and 
drains into Seton Lake. 

Spider Creek, which flows north, through Mission 5 ,  and drains into Seton River. 

Tsee Creek, which flows south, through Slosh 1A and Slosh 1, and drains into Seton 
fiver. 

Whas Brook, which flows east, through the Southwestern portion of Slosh 1, and drains 
into Seton Lake. 

Whitecap Creek, which flows southeast, through Seton Lake 5 4  and drains into Seton 
River. 

WATER ALLOCATIONS: 

Water Rights of the Seton Lake Band have been recorded or affected by five actions of 
government over the years: 

1) Allotments by the Indian Reserve Commissioners. 

Following confederation, the Province and the Dominion established an Indian Reserve 
Commission to reserve lands for the Indians and for transfer of those lands to the 
Dominion. In setting apart lands for reserves, the Reserve Commissioners made it their 
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practice to allot water with lands. It is understood that this practice was unique among 
Indian Reserves in Canada and the authority of the Commissioners to allot water rights 
has always been disputed by the Province. 

An allocation granting fishing rights to the Seton Lake Band was also made by the Indian 
Reserve Commission. This portion of the Minute of Decision is outlined under the 
“Other Information” section of this report. 

2) Lieutenant Governor in Council approval by Order in Council of the granting of water 
rights. 

3) Determinations of the Board of Investigation under the Water Act, I914 of claims of the 
Department of Indian Affairs, and subsequent issue of water licences. 

Granting of water licences from Federal Government applications for licences for the use 
of water on reserve. 

4) 

5 )  Actions to amend rights under licences pursuant to provisions in the Water Act. 

HISTORY, CURRENT STATUS, AND NOTES: 

No indication has ever been made of any water licences having been granted to the Seton Lake 
Band with respect to Seton Lake 5A and Slosh 1A. In addition, no evidence is available to 
indicate that any allocation of water rights to these reserves has ever been intended. 

The history of water rights, the current status of rights and notes for the Seton Lake Band with 
respect to the water sources on Mission 5, Necait 6 Silicon 2, and Slosh 1 are as follows: 

MISSION #5 & NECAIT #6 

Spider Creek 

Historv: 

Sept 3,1881 Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting the 
Seton Lake Reserve, Mission 5, 

“I00 inches of water+om Ne scar keat Creek* are resented for 
the use of the Indians. ’’ 

*Note: The sketch accompanying the Minute of Decision shows Ne- scar-keat Creek in the same area as Spider 
Creek. Thus, Ne-scar- keat Creek may be Spider Creek. 

*Note: The reference to an inch of water is understood to be a “miner’s inch” of water. The Water Act of I914 
defined a miner’s inch as being equal to a flow of .028 cubic feet per second. This rate of flow over a 120 
day irrigation season would be 6.664 acre feet for each miner’s inch. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Dec 30,1920 

Apr 15,1939 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 5291 
to H. Graham, Indian Agent in accordance with his application. This 
licence was given a date of precedence of July 2, 1920, and authorized the 
diversion of 190 acre feet of water a year from Spider Creek for the 
imgation of 69 acres of part of Seton Lake Indian Reserve Nos. 5 and 6, 
provided that of this quantity 1,000 gallons a day may be used throughout 
the year for domestic purpose. 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 106 1 1 to the 
Director of Indian Affairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 5291, authorized the diversion of 84.9 acre feet 
of water a year from Spider Creek for the irrigation of 19.5 acres of Indian 
Reserve No. 4 and 8.8 acres of Indian Reserve No. 6 Necait, provided that 
of this quantity 1,000 gallons of water a day may be used throughout the 
year for domestic purpose. 

A lesser quantity was authorized with the issue of Final Water Licence 
1061 1, from Conditional Water Licence 5291, as being sufficient for the 
area to be imgated. 

Current Status: 

There are a total of 16 licences reported on Spider Creek. Of these licences: 

Y 

Y 

Y 

One authorizes the diversion of 1,000 gallons of water a day for incidental domestic 
purpose. 
Two authorize the diversion of water for domestic purpose, for a total amount authorized 
of 1,500 gallons a day. 
15 authorize the diversion of water for irrigation purpose, for a total amount authorized of 
170.6 acre feet per annum. 

Final Water Licence 1061 1, which is 7th in priority, is the only licence on Spider Creek for the 
benefit of the Seton Lake Band on reserves Mission 5 and Necait 6. There is no recent 
information on file with respect to the exercise of rights under this licence. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records for Spider Creek. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Notes: 

1. The allocation made by the Indian Reserve Commission could apply to Spider Creek. 

2. Final Water Licence 106 1 1 has a later date of precedence than the Minute of Decision 

3. The quantity of water authorized to be diverted under Final Water Licence 106 1 1 is less thar 
the amount authorized under the allocation made by the Indian Reserve Commission. 

NECAIT #6 

Historv: 

Aug 29,1881 Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting Necait 
6,  

“The water of a small spring* on the lej? bank of Portage stream is 
allotted to the Indians. ’’ 

*Note: The identity of the spring is unknown. 

Jan 9,1891 By Order, the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council authorized that a grant of 
water rights be made in favour of the Seton Lake Band for Necait 6. 

“FrJiy inches of water @om a creek* running through the 
Reserve. ’’ 

*Note: The identity of the creek is unknown. 

1. The allocation of water made by the Indian Reserve Commission, as it refers to an unnamed 
spring, has not been formally recognized by the Province. 

2. As the creek referred to in the Order in Council is unidentified, it is not known if allocations 
made under the Water Act 1924, have been made that are comparable to the allocation made 
by the Order in Council. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Bear Creek 

History: 

July 11,1920 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act 2914, the Board determined that a valid water record affecting 
the claim of the Department of Indian Affairs to rights to the use of the 
waters of Bear Creek was made under the authority of an Act passed prior 
to the 12th day of March, 1909. The Order of the Board, numbered 2710, 
set out that a conditional licence should be issued which would: 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Bear Creek, 
take precedence from the 23rd day of February 189 1, 
authorize the diversion of a maximum of 136.25 acre feet 
of water a year for the irrigation of 54.5 acres of Necait LR. 
(No. 6 Seton Lake), provided that 1,500 gallons of water a 
day throughout the year could also be used for domestic 
purpose. 

Jan 25,1924 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7168, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 2710. 

Current Status: 

Conditional Water Licence 7168, in the name of the Seton Lake Band, is the only active licence 
on Bear Creek. There is no information on file with respect to the current exercise of rights 
under this licence. 

1. There is no additional infomation with respect to the water rights of the Seton Lake Band on 
Bear Creek. 

Whitecap Creek 

Historv: 

Dec 30,1920 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 5258 
to Harry Graham, Indian Agent, in accordance with his application. This 
licence was gwen a date of precedence of June 25, 1920, and authorized 
the diversion of 43 acre feet of water a year from Whitecap Creek for the 
irrigation of 14.3 acres of part of Seton Lake Indian Reserve No. 6, 
provided that of this quantity 1,000 gallons of water a day may be used 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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throughout the year for domestic purpose. 

June 30,1932 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 106 13 to the 
Director of Indian AfEairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 5258, was given a date of precedence of June 
25, 1920 and authorized the diversion of 8.4 acre feet of water a year from 
Whitecap Creek for the irrigation of 2.8 acres of Indian Reserve No. 6, 
Necait. 

A lesser quantity of water was authorized with the issue of Final Water 
Licence 106 13 as being sufficient for the area to be inigated. 

There is nothing on file to indicate why incidental domestic was not 
included as a purpose on Final Water Licence 106 13. 

Current Status: 

Final Water Licence 10613, in the name of the Seton Lake Band, is the only active licence on 
Whitecap Creek. There is no recent information on file with respect to the exercise of rights 
under this licence. 

- Notes: . 

1. The issue of Final Water Licence 10613, in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 5258, 
resulted in the loss of licensed rights on Whitecap Creek for the Seton Lake Band. 

History: 

Sept 3,1881 

SILICON #2 

Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting the 
Seton Lake Reserve, Silicon 2, 

“The water of Che-lux Creek and of a small creek” at the 
Southeastern comer of this reserve have been assigned to the 
Indians. ’’ 

* Note: The identities of these creeks are unknown. 

Jan 9,1891 By Order, the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council authorized that a grant of 
water rights be made in favour of the Seton Lake Band for Seton Lake 
Mission Reserve*. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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*Note: There is no current reserve named Seton Lake Mission This Reserve may be Silicon 2, as it is on Seton 
Lake. The Order in Council also refers to two unnamed creeks, and so does the Minute of Decision of Silicon 2. 

“No. 1 - Twenty inches of waterfiom a creek* running through the 
Ignace Reserve. ” 

“No. 3 - Fgty inches of water fiom a creek* on the Reserve, one 
mile west of Mission Viilage. ” 

*Note: The identities of these creeks are unknown. 

Notes: 

1. No evidence can be found to indicate that the Province has ever allocated water rights 
under the Water Act, 1914, on Silicon 2. Thus, the allocations of water made by the 
Indian Reserve Commission and the Lieutenant Governor Order in Council have not been 
formally recognized by the Province. 

SLOSH #1 

Jan 9,1891 By Order, the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council authorized that a grant of 
water rights be made in favour of the Seton Lake Band for Schloss 
Reserve*. 

*Note: It is assumed that “Schloss” Reserve is the same as “Slosh” Reserve. 

“No. I - Twenty inches of water fiom a creek running through the 
Reserve, near the old village. ” 

“No. 2 - Twenty inches of waterfiom a creek upon a high bench of 
the Reserve, and two miles eastfiom No. 1. ”* 

*Note: The identities of the creeks are unknown. 

1. As the creeks are unidentified, it is not known if allocations made under the Water Act 
1914, have been made that are comparable to the allocation made by the Order in Council. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Bridge River 

May 13,1957 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 23626 
to the British Columbia Electric Company Limited in accordance with an 
application filed by the same office. This licence was given a date of 
precedence of March 5 ,  1956, and authorized the diversion of 3,000 cubic 
feet of water a second for power purpose fiom Bridge River for use at a 
power house site situated on part of Indian Reserve No. 1, Slosh, Lillooet 
Land District. 

The issue of Conditional Water Licence 23626 also required the 
installation of a tunnel and penstocks through Slosh 1. 

The flooded portion of Bridge River is now named Carpenter Lake. It 
appears that the water authorized under Conditional Water Licence 23626 
is also diverted fiom Carpenter Lake. 

Current Status: 

There are a total of eight licences and one application reported on Bridge River. There are a total 
of two licences reported on Carpenter Lake, which is located between the upper and lower 
portions of Bridge River. 

Of the licences: 

Y 

Y 

Y 

V 

Three authorize the storage of water, for a total amount authorized of 1,324,000 acre feet 
per mum.  
Four authorize the diversion of water for power purpose, for a total amount authorized of 
6,900 cubic feet per second. 
Two authorize the diversion of water for domestic purpose, for a total amount authorized 
of 1,000 gallons of water a day. 
One authorizes the diversion of 6 acre feet of water a year for irrigation purpose. 

* Note: Some licences authorize more than one purpose. 

The one application on Bridge River is for the right to divert 40,000 acre feet of water a year for 
conservation purpose. 

Conditional Water Licence 23626, which is in the name of British Columbia Hydro Limited, is 
the only licence reported on Bridge River which is appurtenant to Slosh 1. Conditional Water 
Licence 23626 is fourth in priority on Bridge River. 

B.C. Hydro also has a right of way through the northeastern portion of Slosh 1. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Water Survey of Canada has reported streamflow records from four different gauging stations on 
Bridge River. These stations are Bridge River at Lajoie Falls (Station No. 08ME004), Bridge 
a v e r  below Tyaughton Creek (Station No. 08ME014), Bridge River near Gold Bridge (Station 
No. 08ME005) and Bridge River near Shalalth (Station No. 08ME001). Station 08ME001, 
Bridge River near Shalalth is the nearest gauging station to Slosh 1. This station has streamflow 
records on Bridge River from 1913 to 1948. These streamflow records reported a low mean 
monthly flow of 15.1 cubic metres per second in February, increasing to a high in July of 284 
cubic metres per second. 

1. There is no additional information with respect to the water rights of the Seton Lake Band on 
Bridge River. 

Omin Brook & Whas Brook 

Historv: 

Sept 3,1881 Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting the 
Seton Lake Reserve, Slosh 1, 

“The water of all the streamsflowing through this land* has been 
set apart for the use of the Indians. ’’ 

* Note: Omin Brook and Whas Brook flow through Slosh 1 Reserve. 

June 11,1920 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act 1914, the Board determined that a valid water record affecting 
the claim of the Department of Indian Affairs to the rights to the use of the 
waters of Portage River and various unnamed creeks and springs on Slosh 
I.R. was made under the authority of an Act passed prior to the 12th day of 
March, 1909. The Order of the Board, numbered 2709, set out that a 
conditional licence should be issued which would: 

(i) provide for the diversion of water from Portage River and 
various unnamed creeks* and springs flowing through the 
Slosh I.R. (No. 1 Seton Lake) 
take precedence from the 23rd day of February, 1891, 
authorize the diversion of a maximum of 1 195 acre feet of 
water a year for the irrigation of 478 acres of Slosh Indian 
Reserve (No. 1 Seton Lake), provided that 4,000 gallons of 
water a day throughout the year could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

(ii) 
(iii) 

* Note: Two of the unnamed creeks appear to be Omin and Whas Brooks. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Oct 22,1923 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7162, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 2709. 

Apr 15,1939 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 10609 to the 
Director of Indian Affairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 7162, in part, was given a date of precedence 
of February 23,1891, and authorized the diversion of 48 acre feet of water 
a year from Omin and Whas Brooks for the irrigation of 16 acres of the 
westerly portion of Indian Reserve No. 1 Slosh (excluding Blocks A, B 
and C, also Registered Plan B5882, Kamloops Land Registration District, 
and District Lot 3 149, Lillooet). 

Mar 2,1964 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 28676 
to the Director of Indian Affairs, in accordance with an application filed 
by a lessee. Ths licence was given a date of precedence of February 20, 
1962, and authorized the diversion of 500 gallons of water a day from 
Whas Brook for domestic (watering of garden not exceedlng 0.25 acre in 
area) purpose on that part of Indian Reserve No. 1 (Slosh), held under 
Indian Department Permit No. 2986. 

Mar 1,1965 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 29672 
to the Director of Indian Affairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Final Water Licence 10609, was given a date of precedence of February 
23, 1891, and authorized the diversion of 7.5 acre feet of water from Whas 
Brook for the irrigation of 2.5 acres of that part of Indian Reserve No. 1, 
Slosh, Lillooet District, lying west of Parcel J, Plan M441 and excluding 
Plan B3882; Parcel K, Plan M442; Block E and P.G.E. Railway. 

Conditional Water Licence 29672 was issued in substitution of Final 
Water Licence 10609 due to part of the property to which Final Water 
Licence 10609 was appurtenant being sold to B.C. Hydro and Power 
Authority. This change in ownership initiated Indian Affairs filing an 
application for a transfer of appurtenancy and B.C. Hydro requesting 
abandonment of their portion of water rights authorized under Final Water 
Licence 10609. 

Conditional Water Licence 29672 authorizes the diversion of a lesser 
quantity than Final Water Licence 10609 and the authorized source is 
Whas Brook only. The Engineer’s Report for Conditional Water Licence 
29672 determined that the water from Omin Brook was being used on the 
land purchased by B.C. Hydro and it was recommended that the 
application for a transfer of appurtenancy filed by Indian Affairs be denied 
because B.C. Hydro owned the land prior to the application being 
received. The Comptroller of Water Rights accepted the abandonment 
from B.C. Hydro and a lesser quantity from Whas Brook was authorized 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 



12 

as being sufficient for the area to be irrigated. 

Mar 19,1975 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 29673 
to the Director of Indian Mairs in accordance with an application filed by 
the same office. This licence was given a date of precedence of July 10, 
1962, and authorized the diversion of 4,000 gallons of water a day and 8 
acre feet of water a year from Omin Brook for waterworks and irrigation 
purposes for use on that part of Indian Reserve No. 1 (Slosh), Lillooet 
District lying west of Parcel J, Plan M441 and north of P.G.E. Railway 
Right-of-way, except Parcel K, Plan M442 and Block E, of which 4 acres 
may be irrigated. 

The Comptroller of Water Rights received notification from Indian AfEairs 
that the property to which Conditional Water Licence 28676 was 
appurtenant was no longer leased and the Seton Lake Band wished to 
maintain the licence. 

Current status: 

Omin Brook 

There are a total of three licences on Omin Brook. Of the licences: 

Y 

Y 
Y 

two authorize the diversion of water for waterworks purpose, for a total quantity 
authorized of 44,000 gallons a day. 
one authorizes the diversion of 2,000 gallons of water a day for domestic purpose. 
one authorizes the diversion of 8 acre feet of water per annum for irrigation purpose. 

Conditional Water Licence 29673, which is third in priority, is the only licence on Omin Brook 
for the benefit of the Seton Lake Band. There is no recent information on file with respect to the 
exercise of rights under this licence. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records for Omin Brook. 

Whas Brook 

Conditional Water Licences 29672 and 28676, both in the name of the Seton Lake Band, are the 
only two active licences on Whas Brook There is no recent information on the file with respect 
to the exercise of rights under these licences. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records for Whas Brook. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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1. The allocation made by the Indian Reserve Commission could apply to Omin and Whas 
Creeks. 

The water rights granted under Conditional Water Licence 7162, to the Seton Lake Band, 
appeared to be consistent with the decision of the Indian Reserve Commission. However, 
the issue of final licences in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 7162, resulted in 
the loss of rights for the Seton Lake Band. 

The issue of Conditional Water Licence 29672, in substitution of Final Water Licence 
10609, resulted in a loss of licensed rights and priority on Omin Brook. Although, it was 
determined that the land upon the water from Omin Brook was being used had been sold 
to B.C. Hydro. 

The issue of Conditional Water Licence 29672 resulted in a reduction of the volume of 
water authorized for irrigation on M a s  Creek for the Seton Lake Band. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Ohin, Olin, Ptilla and Tsee Creeks 

History: 

Sept 3,1881 Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting the 
Seton Lake Reserve, Slosh 1, 

“The water of all the stream flowing through this land* has been 
set apart for the use of the Indians. ’’ 

* Note: Ohin, Olin, Ptilla and Tsee Creeks all flow through Slosh 1 Reserve. 

June 11,1920 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act 1914, the Board determined that a valid water record affecting 
the claim of the Department of Indian Affairs to the rights to the use of the 
waters of Portage River and various unnamed creeks and springs on Slosh 
I.R. was made under the authority of an Act passed prior to the 12th day of 
March, 1909. The Order of the Board, numbered 2709, set out that a 
conditional licence should be issued whch would: 

(i) provide for the diversion of water from Portage River and 
various unnamed creeks* and springs flowing through the 
Slosh LR. (No. 1 Seton Lake) 
take precedence from the 23rd day of February, 1891, 
authorize the diversion of a maximum of 1195 acre feet of 
water a year for the irrigation of 478 acres of Slosh Indian 

(ii) 
(iii) 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 



14 

Reserve (No. 1 Seton Lake), provided that 4,000 gallons of 
water a day throughout the year could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

*Note: Four of the unnamed creeks appear to be Ohin, Olin, Ptilla and Tsee Creeks. 

Oct 22,1923 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7162, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 2709. 

Apr 15,1939 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 10610 to the 
Director of Indian Affairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 7162, in part, was given a date of precedence 
of February 23, 1891, and authorized the diversion of 129 acre feet of 
water a year from Tsee, Ohin, O h  and Ptilla Creeks for the irrigation of 
43 acres of the easterly portion of Indian Reserve No. 1 Slosh (excluding 
Blocks A and B). 

Dec 1,1951 

Jan 3,1986 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 20402 
to the Director of Indian Affairs in accordance with an application filed by 
the same office. This licence was given a date of precedence of April 13, 
1951, and authorized the diversion of 10,000 gallons of water a day from 
Peters Creek for use on Indian Reserve No. 1, Slosh, excluding Blocks A 
and B. 

An Engineer’s memo, dated January 17,1952, stated that Peters Creek and 
Ohin Creek are the same creek. 

“Peters Creek, also called Ohin Creek is the west branch of Olin 
Creek andjoins Olin Creek a short distance above the P.G.E. R#K 
[Khe point of diversion] then, should be shown on Ohin (Peters 
Creek, not on a separate branch .... The nomenclature and location 
of both [Olin and Ohin] creeks is marked for special attention 
when Final Licence survey is made.” 

A Final Water Licence Survey of Conditional Water Licence 20402 has 
never been made and the source name on the licence is still Peters Creek. 

The Regional Manager refused an application filed by a lessee on part of 
Slosh Reserve 1. The application, which was for the right to divert 250 
gallons of water a minute from Tsee Creek, was refused due to the 
applicant not meeting the statutory requirements to keep the application in 
good standing. 

Current Status: 

Final Water Licence 106 10, in the name of the Seton Lake Band, is the only active licence on 
Ohin, O h ,  Ptilla and Tsee Creeks. There is no recent information on filed with respect to the 
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exercise of rights under this licence. 

Conditional Water Licence 20402, in the name of the Seton Lake Band, is the only active licence 
on Peters Creek. The source name on the licence has not been amended; however, the 
Engneer’s memo of January 17,1952, states the actual source of this licence is Ohin Creek. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records on Ohin, O h ,  Ptilla and Tsee Creeks. 

Notes: 

1. The allocation made by the Indian Reserve Commission could apply to Ohin, Olin, Ptilla and 
Tsee Creeks. 

2. The water rights granted under Final Water Licence 10610, in substitution of Conditional 
Water Licence 7162, to the Seton Lake Band, appear to be consistent with the decision of the 
Indian Reserve Commission. 

3. The true identity of the source authorized under Conditional Water Licence 20402 has yet to 
be detennined. 

Puck Creek 

History: 

Sept 3,1881 Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting the 
Seton Lake Reserve, Slosh 1, 

“The water of all the stream flowing through this land* has been 
set apart for the use of the Indians. ’’ 

*Note: Puck Creek flows through Slosh 1 Reserve. 

Dec 13,1920 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 5278 
to H. Graham Indian Agent in accordance with his application. This 
licence was given a date of precedence of July 2, 1920, and authorized the 
diversion of 24 acre feet of water a year from Puck Creek for the irrigation 
of 8 acres of part of Seton Lake Indian Reserve No. 1, provided that of this 
quantity 500 gallons of water a day may be used throughout the year for 
domestic purpose. 

Apr 15,1939 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 10612 to the 
Director of Indian AfTairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 5278, was given a date of precedence of July 
2, 1920, and authorized the diversion of 7.5 acre feet of water a year from 
Puck Creek for the irrigation of 2.5 acres of the Easterly portion of Slosh 
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Indian Reserve No. 1. 

A lesser quantity was authorized with the issue of Final Water Licence 
10612 as being sufficient for the area to be irrigated. 

Current Status: 

Final Water Licence 106 12, in the name of the Seton Lake Band, is the only active licence of 
Puck Creek. There is no information on file with respect to the current exercise of rights under 
this licence. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records on Puck Creek. The Engineer’s report, dated 
January 4, 1939, for Final Water Licence 10612 recorded the flow on Puck Creek, at the ditch 
intake, about 1 cubic foot per second. 

#Notes: 

1 The allocation made by the Indian Reserve Commission could apply to Puck Creek. 

2. The water rights granted under Final Water Licence 10612, in substitution of Conditional 
Water Licence 5278, to the Seton Lake Band, appear to be consistent with the decision of the 
Indian Reserve Commission. 

Seton River 

Historv: 

Sept 3,1881 Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission, constituting the 
Seton Lake Reserve, Slosh 1, 

“The water of all the stream flowing through this land* has been 
set apart for the use of the Indians. ” 

*Note: Seton River flows through Slosh 1 Reserve. 

Jan 9,1891 By Order, the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council authorized that a grant of 
water rights be made in favour of the Seton Lake Band for Schloss 
Reserve. 

“One hundred inches of waterfi.orn Portage River*, which flows 
through the Reserve. ” 

*Note: Portage River has been renamed Seton River. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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June 11,1920 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act 1914, the Board determined that st valid water record affecting 
the claim of the Department of Indian AfTairs to the rights to the use of the 
waters of Portage River and various unnamed creeks and springs on Slosh 
I.R. was made under the authority of an Act passed prior to the 12th day of 
March, 1909. The Order of the Board, numbered 2709, set out that a 
conditional licence should be issued which would: 

(i) provide for the diversion of water from Portage River [now 
named Seton River] and various unnamed creeks and 
springs flowing through the Slosh LR. (No. 1 Seton Lake) 
take precedence from the 23rd day of February, 1891, 
authorize the diversion of a maximum of 1 195 acre feet of 
water a year for the irrigation of 478 acres of Slosh Indian 
Reserve (No. 1 Seton Lake), provided that 4,000 gallons of 
water a day throughout the year could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

(ii) 
(iii) 

Oct 22,1923 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7162, 
which embodied the terns and conditions set out in Board Order 2709. 

Apr 15,1939 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 10608 to the 
Director of Indian Affairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 7162, in part, was given a date of precedence 
of February 23, 1891, and authorized the diversion of 60.9 acre feet of 
water a year from Portage River for the irrigation of 20.3 acres of the 
Southerly portion of Indian Reserve No. 1 ffSlosh” in the vicinity of 
Portage river (excluding the area shown on Registered Plan B5882, 
Kamloops Land Registration District). 

Mar 19,1973 Having determined that the land was erroneously stated in Final Water 
Licence 10608, the Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights issued an Order 
amending the licence to read that the land upon which the water is to be 
used and to which this licence is appurtenant is the southerly part of Indian 
Reserve No. 1 “Slosh” within Lillooet Land District, except Plan B3882. 

The Order also indicated that the source of water for Final Water Licence 
10608 was Seton Lake; however, the plat accompanying the Order shows 
the source to be Seton River (previously named Portage River). 

Current Status: 

There are a total of two licences reported on the section of Seton River that flow from Anderson 
Lake to Seton Lake. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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Final Water Licence 10608, in the name of the Seton Lake Band, is first in priority on Seton 
River. There is no information on file with respect to the current exercise of rights under this 
licence. 

The other licence on Seton River, between Anderson and Seton Lake, is held by a private 
individual and authorizes the diversion of 9 acre feet of water per annum for irrigation purpose. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records for the section of Seton River that flows 
from Anderson Lake to Seton Lake. 

votes: 

1. The allocation made by the Indian Reserve Commission could apply to Seton River. 

1. The Minute of Decision, as it refers to Seton River, has not been formally recognized by 
the Province. 

3. Conditional Water Licence 7162, which allocated 1195 acre feet of water per annum 
from Portage River and various unnamed creeks and springs, was comparable to the 
Order in Council allocation of 100 inches of water from Portage River. 

4. Final Water Licence 10608 authorizes a lesser quantity of water than the amouni 
allocated under the Lieutenant Governor Order in Council. 

5. The Order issued by the Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights, dated March 19, 1973, foI 
Final Water Licence 10608 should state the source name as Seton River instead of Seton 
Lake. 

Spider Creek 

Historv: 

June 11,1920 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act 1914, the Board detennined that a valid water record affecting 
the claim of the Department of Indian Affairs to the rights to the use of the 
waters of Portage River and various unnamed creeks and springs on Slosh 
I.R. was made under the authority of an Act passed prior to the 12th day of 
March, 1909. The Order of the Board, numbered 2709, set out that a 
conditional licence should be issued which would: 

(i) provide for the diversion of water from Portage River and 
various unnamed creeks' and springs flowing through the 
Slosh I.R. (No. 1 Seton Lake) 
kke precedence from the 23rd day of February, 189 1 , 
authorize the &version of a maximum of 1195 acre feet of 

(ii) 
(iii) 
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water a year for the irrigation of 478 acres of Slosh Indian 
Reserve (No. 1 Seton Lake), provided that 4,000 gallons of 
water a day throughout the year could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

*Note: Spider Creek appears to be one of the unnamed creeks. 

Oct 22,1923 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7162, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 2709. 

Apr 15,1939 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 10607 to the 
Director of Indian Affairs. This licence, issued in substitution of 
Conditional Water Licence 7162, in part, was given a date of precedence 
of February 23, 1891, and authorized the diversion of 1,000 gallons of 
water a day from Spider Creek for use on the portion of Indian Reserve 
No. 1 “Slosh” covered by Registered Plan B5882, Kamloops Land 
Registration District. 

Mar 19,1973 Having determined that the land was erroneously stated in Final Water 
Licence 10607, the Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights issued an Oider 
amending the licence to read that the land upon which the water is to be 
used and to which this licence is appurtenant is part of Indian reserve No. 
1 “Slosh” shown on Plan B 3882 within Lillooet Land District. 

At this time it was determined that the land to which Final Water Licence 
10607 was appurtenant had been sold to a private individual. 

Current Status: 

There are a total of 16 licences reported on Spider Creek. Of these licences: 

Y 

% 

Y 

One authorizes the diversion of 1,000 gallons of water a day for incidental domestic 
purpose. 
Two authorize the diversion of water for domestic purpose, for a total amount authorized 
of 1,500 gallons a day. 
15 authorize the &version of water for irrigation purpose, for a total amount authorized of 
170.6 acre feet per annum. 

Final Water Licence 10607, which is first in priority, was in the name of the Seton Lake Band. 
However, the land to which this licence is appurtenant is now owned by a private individual. 
The rental fees for Final Water Licence 10607 are paid and up to date. 

Water Survey of Canada has no streamflow records for Spider Creek. 
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II 
1. The Seton Lake Band no longer holds any water rights on Slosh 1 with respect to Spider 

Creek due to the change of ownership of the land to which Final Water Licence 10607 is 
appurtenant. 

History: 

Sept 3,1881 

Jan 1,1891 

CUT OFF RESERVES N0.S 3 AND 4 

A Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allotted two 20 
acre reserves on the south bank of Seton Lake, opposite Reserve No. 2, 
Silicon. These reserves were later cut off fiom the Seton Lake Band. 

By Order, the Lieutenant Governor-in-Council authorized that a grant of 
water rights be made in favour of the Seton Lake Band: 

“Twelve inches of water fiom a spring* on the small reserve on the 
south side of lake ... ’’ 

“Twelve inches of water @om a spring on south side of lake, on a 
small Reserve nearly opposite the Mission * ” 

* Note: The two cut off reserves were on the south side of Seton Lake. 
* Note: The identities of the springs are unknown. 

Notes: 

1. The Province has not recognized the allocations made by the Order of Lieutenant Governor 
in Council, as the two reserves, allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission, have been cut 
off from the Seton Lake Band 

OTHER INFORMATION: 

Additional Water Records: 

An additional fishing right was allocated in the Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve 
Commission, dated September 3,188 1, with respect to the Seton Lake Band. 

“The exclusive right of salmon fishing on the stream which connects Anderson with Seton 
Lake, a distance of about I &1/3 mile. ” 
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Alternate Water Sources: 

Groundwater Records: 

Review of records of the Groundwater Section finds evidence of four wells on Seton Lake 5A. 
There is no groundwater information for the remainder of the Seton Lake Band’s reserves. The 
amount of water that the wells on Seton Lake 5A yield range from 4 to 40 gallons of water a 
minute. Further details are attached to this report. The extent to which these wells are utilized at 
thls time is unknown and as provision of this information is voluntary, it can not be assumed to 
be complete. 

Municipal Water Suuplv: 

The proximity of the Seton Lake Reserves to Dickey Creek, east of the reserves, on which the 
Squamish Lillooet Regonal District holds waterworks licences, presents the potential for water 
supply to the Reserves via a municipal water system. 

The Squamish Lillooet Regional District has licences to obtain water from Blackbird Creek, 
Countless Creek, Dickey Creek, President Creek and Spruce Creek for waterworks purposes, 
with a total amount authorized of 481,070,000 gallons a year. The estimated use of water in 
1995 by the Regional District was 9,109,503. 

Water Protection Records 

The Water Protection Section has record of 0.06 kilometres of bank improvement work along 
Seton River and Seton Lake, which borders Slosh 1. 

Seton Lake First Nation Water Rights Report 
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