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$120-million fund to support global conservation model
VANCOUVER – A $120-million Conservation
Investments and Incentives Initiative will bring
together government and private funding
to support economic development and
conservation projects in British Columbia’s
Central Coast and North Coast regions.

economic development opportunities for local
First Nations, such as sustainable fisheries,
forestry and tourism. This matches $60 million
committed by private organizations and
philanthropic associations for conservation
management and research projects.

The governments of Canada and British
Columbia will each contribute $30 million for

“This made-in-Canada conservation solution
demonstrates how environmental protection
and the economic health of a
vast region can be secured in
tandem,” said Ross McMillan,
senior associate for conservation,
Tides Canada Foundation.
“The architects of this project
– including conservation
groups, First Nations, coastal
communities and the forest
sector – have designed a model
of sustainability that is truly
worthy of the international
recognition and support
demonstrated today.”

Ross McMillan of Tides Canada Foundation spoke at a recent
announcement about the Conservation Investments and
Incentives Initiative.

The two planning regions, part
of which is known as the Great
Bear Rainforest, cover 6.4 million
hectares (15.8 million acres)
along British Columbia’s Pacific

Coast. The globally unique ecosystem includes
the largest area of undeveloped coastal
temperate rainforest on earth.
“The funds will ensure the well-being of our
people, lands, and waters,” said Art Sterritt,
executive director of the Coastal First Nations.
“We look forward to working closely with
all our partners as we move forward to
create an economically and ecologically
sustainable coast.”
British Columbia Premier Gordon Campbell
said the initiative “recognizes that this unique
part of our province truly is a national treasure
and that we must work in partnership to
advance economic opportunities for First
Nations who have been such strong partners
in charting the future of the coastal regions of
British Columbia”.

See page 2 for an update on
achievements in the year since the
Central Coast and North Coast land
use decisions were announced.

UK government endorses certification standards
LONDON – The United Kingdom’s Central Point
of Expertise on Timber (CPET) has given the
government seal of approval to all of the forest
certification programs used in British Columbia.
After reviewing the five forest certification
programs most often encountered in tenders
and sales to the UK central government,
CPET was able to assure government
departments that they were buying timber
from responsible sources.
It found that the four programs used in
British Columbia – the Canadian Standards
Association’s Sustainable Forest Management
Standard (CSA), Forest Stewardship Council
(FSC), Programme for the Endorsement of

Forest Certification (PEFC) and Sustainable
Forestry Initiative (SFI) – all meet the
UK government’s criteria for legality and
sustainability. The review report is posted at
www.proforest.net/cpet/documents

At the end of 2006, British Columbia had 42.6
million hectares (105.3 million acres) certified
to one of three globally recognized programs
– CSA, FSC and SFI. Only all of Canada has
more certified lands.

“We have a responsibility, as major purchasers
of timber, to do what we can to ensure that
timber is legal and from sustainably managed
forests wherever possible,” UK Biodiversity
Minister Barry Gardiner said. “The government
is confident that the systems in place are
robust and that these schemes provide credible
assurance of responsible timber procurement.
I urge forest owners and managers to adopt
their standards.”

The BC Market Outreach Network has a search
tool at www.bcforestinformation.com that lets
customers learn more about certified lands
in British Columbia and identify suppliers in
the province who can offer certified forest
products demonstrated by a valid chain-ofcustody certificate. It has also posted a fact
sheet that illustrates how the programs support
sustainable forest management.



British Columbia to
host international
symposium on land
use planning
VANCOUVER – An international
symposium at the University of British
Columbia in spring 2007 will bring
together representatives from four
globally significant regions to discuss
new approaches to land and resource
management planning.
At the symposium, Our Common Ground:
Innovations in Land Use Decision-Making,
delegates will learn about participatory
land use planning and joint resource
management through case studies from
the Great Bear Rainforest in Canada, the
várzeas of the central Amazon River Basin,
the Congo River Basin and the Komi Model
Forest in northwest Russia.
Chris Elliott, Pacific Region vice-president
for WWF-Canada and one of the event
organizers, says planning participants will
have an opportunity to reflect on what they
have achieved as well as examine what
worked well and what did not. “They will
share best practices so others involved
in similar processes can learn from the
collective experiences, and are able to
resolve issues faster and more effectively.”
The symposium will be of value to anyone
who wants to know more about land and
resource management planning, and how
it can benefit society, the economy and the
environment – locally and internationally.
Delegates, many of them from developing
countries, will represent governments, intergovernmental agencies, local communities,
resource-based industries, environmental
organizations, indigenous peoples, aid
agencies, foundations and academia.
A one-day workshop in advance of the
symposium will familiarize delegates who
are new to land use planning with issues
that will be explored further at the event.
Our Common Ground, hosted by the
University of British Columbia’s Faculty of
Forestry, is being organized in association
with WWF Canada and the BC Market
Outreach Network. For further information,
visit www.ourcommonground.ca or call
604 827-5195.



Coast land use plan – a year of achievements
VICTORIA – The February 2006 announcement
of provincial land use decisions along British
Columbia’s spectacular Central Coast and North
Coast regions set a strong foundation – and
acknowledged there is still work ahead.
In the year after the announcement, progress
was made on many fronts, including:

Governance framework
Key governance agencies that began to meet in
2006 include:
EBM Working Group, a technical
committee co-chaired by the province and First
Nations that, among other things, will develop
recommendations on ecosystem-based
management (EBM) research priorities, and
co-ordinate and manage data;

• The

bilateral Land and Resource Forums
to oversee the plan implementation; and

• Three

North Coast and Central Coast Plan
Implementation Monitoring Committees,
public participation committees that will
monitor and report plan progress, and make
recommendations on revisions through the
three forums.

• The

New park designation
The British Columbia government changed
its Park Act to create a new conservancy
designation. Like Class A parks, the
conservancies provide a high level of protection
and allow no commercial resource development.
However, they explicitly preserve and maintain
traditional Aboriginal uses and allow lowimpact, compatible economic activities such as
shellfish aquaculture.
Government has established 24 conservancies
covering 541,000 hectares (1.3 million acres),
and expects to have the remaining 89 in place
by the end of 2007, pending the outcome of
consultation work with First Nations. The British
Columbia and First Nations governments are
developing formal collaborative management
Beyond Expectations – A New Beginning in the
Rainforest, a full-colour publication released early
last year has won four international design awards.
Produced by the BC Market Outreach Network and
the Coast Forest Conservation Initiative, Beyond
Expectations tracks how the consensus agreements
were reached and shows the spectacular beauty of
the region. To view the publication or learn more
about the coast land use planning process, visit
www.bcforestinformation.com

agreements that define the role of First Nations
in planning, managing and operating the
conservancies.
The total of new and existing protected areas
for the North and Central Coast regions is about
1.8 million hectares (4.4 million acres), bringing
the total amount of land protected in British
Columbia to 13.8 per cent.
In 2007, British Columbia and First Nations
governments, with advice from the plan
implementation monitoring committees, will
develop objectives for the biodiversity zones
where mining and tourism are allowed.

EBM developments
Commercial forestry is excluded from more
than one third of the two coast regions. Where
logging is allowed, it will be guided by EBM
– a balanced approach to managing resources,
which recognizes that people are part of the
ecosystems in which they live.
The legislated framework needed to implement
EBM includes both requirements to guide
planning and management and designation of
land use zones such as the conservancies.
The British Columbia government is currently
reviewing public comments on the legislated
requirements that will guide EBM on more
than half of the Central Coast, and has invited
comments for the rest of the area. In 2007,
British Columbia and First Nations governments
will develop landscape-level plans to further
define and guide the application of EBM on
the ground.

British research
project cites board
as globally unique
LONDON - British Columbia’s independent
Forest Practices Board is globally unique,
reporting directly to the public about
how well government and industry are
complying with forest legislation.

2010 Olympics to showcase wood products
VANCOUVER - The 2010 Olympic and
Paralympic Winter Games in Vancouver and
Whistler will be a showcase for the use of
British Columbia forest products, showing how
wood can be used for commercial, industrial,
public and recreational facilities.
For example, the Richmond Speed Skating
Oval will feature a roof with a unique wave

design made from British Columbia wood that
will offer superior acoustics. The roof will use
arched trusses and rafters and a curvature in the
surface panels will create a rippled appearance.
It will cover more than 2.6 ha (6.5 acres)
and use about one million board feet of
primarily pine beetle lumber and 19,000
sheets of 4x8 plywood.

Catalyst Recycling receives FSC certification
VANCOUVER – Catalyst Paper Corporation’s
Paper Recycling Division now offers products
containing recycled fibre certified by the Forest
Stewardship Council.
The chain-of-custody certification, one of
only two of its type in Canada, verifies that
the newspapers and magazines the facility
recycles to make de-inked pulp come from
post-consumer sources. The division annually

turns out 148,000 tonnes of de-inked pulp that
Catalyst’s paper mills mix with fresh fibre to
make new paper products.
All Catalyst paper mills are registered to the
PricewaterhouseCoopers-certified chain-ofcustody standard, which tracks fibre from
well-managed forests certified under the three
globally recognized certification programs used
in Canada.

Japan certifies new hemlock grade
TOKYO – A new E120-F330 kiln-dried hemlock
(or Canada Tsuga) lumber grade recently
certified in Japan is designed to meet the unique
needs of the Japanese home building industry.

and amabalis fir account for just under 60 per
cent of the timber volume in British Columbia’s
coastal forests, and Japan is the largest
customer for those species.

The kiln-dried hemlock grade, which actually
includes western hemlock and amabalis fir, is
the result of a $2-million product development
program. It is stronger and more economical
than laminates. Developed at the University
of British Columbia, it is part of an ongoing
cooperative effort between industry and the
governments of Canada and British Columbia
to develop new market opportunities for the
coastal forest industry.
With a strength rating equal to or higher than
laminates or Douglas fir, the new product can be
used for roofing, posts and other applications
for Japanese housing where traditional post
and beam construction is popular. Hemlock

That’s the finding of Verifor, an
independent British research project
that helps jurisdictions develop credible
forest verification systems. Verifor recently
prepared a case study that cited the board’s
independence and objectivity as reasons
for its success. The board also reports
directly to the public, its reports show
no visible favourites, and skilled staff
check the effectiveness of government
compliance and enforcement as well
as industry practices.
Verifor noted that the Forest Practices
Board operates in a verification context
consisting of interacting components
such as professional regulatory bodies,
industry associations, provincial compliance
and enforcement, third-party certification
and a well-informed and organized
civil society.The study is available at
www.verifor.org/case_studies/BC.html

Companies named
top exporters
VANCOUVER – Catalyst Paper Corporation
and Britco Structures were among the
winners of the 2006 British Columbia
Export Awards.
Catalyst, which won the primary products
and resources category, was recognized
for its global sales, reputation for stability
and commitment to export markets,
exceptional product quality, customer
service, environmental leadership and
contribution to local communities and the
province’s economy.
Britco won the manufacturing products
category by landing two major international
contracts – to provide a workforce housing
complex for 600 people at a gold mining
project in Russia and panelized homes for
the tsunami-affected areas of Indonesia.

Coast Forest Products Association President Rick
Jeffery and Canadian Ambassador to Japan Joseph
Caron launched the coast’s new kiln-dried hemlock
lumber product in Tokyo on September 14
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Tolko project reduces
emissions
VERNON – Tolko Industries Ltd. and Nexterra
Energy Corp. completed a gasification project
that will move Tolko’s Heffley Creek plywood
mill closer to energy self-sufficiency. The
“syngas” plant converts wood residue into lowcost, clean, thermal energy, replacing high-cost
natural gas. It will save the mill more than $1.5
million (Cdn) in annual fuel costs, improve local
air quality and reduce Tolko’s greenhouse gas
emissions by 12,000 tonnes per year.

Tolko’s new Nexterra gasifier system

Board commends
reforestation
VICTORIA – The independent Forest Practices
Board says reforestation of areas most affected
by the mountain pine beetle infestation is as
prompt, or quicker, than other areas. The special
investigation, in response to public concerns
about whether reforestation was keeping up
with increased levels of harvesting in areas
affected by the beetle epidemic, found good
reforestation efforts and an increase in mixed
species planting. Earlier in 2006, the board

updated a special report on reforestation on
public lands, and found forest companies in
British Columbia are continuing to do a good
job at planting and tending new forests in
logged areas. Board chair Bruce Fraser said
the results show that “public expectations for
logged areas to be replaced with healthy new
forests are being met”.

Canada improves
Pacific ports
VANCOUVER – The Government of Canada
will contribute $591 million to the Asia-Pacific
Gateway and Corridor Initiative, which will
help Canada capture a larger share of the
West Coast shipping market. Vancouver Port
Authority President and CEO Gordon Houston,
who welcomed the announcement, said the
port authority and its terminal operators have
invested more than $400 million in the last
two years to increase the Port of Vancouver’s
cargo and container handling capacity to meet
the growing opportunity that Asia-Pacific trade
represents to the region and to the country.

VICTORIA – British Columbia sent 52 forest
fire specialists to Australia in January to help
respond to bushfires that have burned over 30
homes and a ski lodge. “Both British Columbia
and Australia are among the most fire-prone
environments in the world, so it’s helpful for us
to share both our expertise and our resources
in times of emergency,” Forests and Range
Minister Rich Coleman said. Most of the staff
are planning and operational specialists,
including fire behaviour analysts, supervisors
and incident commanders. As part of its global
co-operation efforts, British Columbia has
been sharing its knowledge and expertise with
Australia for more than 10 years.

Gala to honour wood
excellence
VANCOUVER – The 2007 Wood WORKS!
awards gala, to be held March 12, will honour
excellence in wood-based construction projects
and recognize British Columbia industry leaders.
Award categories include residential interior
wood beauty, residential, green building, multiunit residential, commercial, institutional wood
design, cedar, technical innovation, industry
leader, architect, engineer and wood champion.

Catalyst wins ethics
award
Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper launches
Asia-Pacific Gateway and Corridor Initiative

The Balance is produced regularly by Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd.
and the BC Market Outreach Network.
If you have an idea for a story you would like to submit, contact us at info@bcmon.ca
For more information about British Columbia forest practices and products, visit our websites at
www.bcforestproducts.com and www.bcforestinformation.com



Fire specialists help in
Australia

VANCOUVER – Catalyst Paper Corporation
won the environmental excellence (large
company) category at the annual Ethics in
Action awards in Vancouver. The company was
recognized for its efforts toward sustainability,
particularly for reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by 71 per cent over 1990 levels, its
support for certification and responsible forest
management, its commitment to recycling and
its work with partners like the World Wildlife
Fund. Ethics in Action is a volunteer-based,
not-for-profit organization that presents awards
for community care, environmental excellence,
overall leadership and individual impact.

