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CERTIFIED LANDS IN B.C. UP 35%
VANCOUVER – The amount of land in British Columbia certified under 
voluntary third-party sustainable forest management standards has increased 
by 35 per cent in just one year – reaching 29.3 million hectares (72.4 million 
acres) at the end of 2004.

B.C. continues to be a leader in independent certification, with about half of 
its allowable harvest coming from lands certified to at least one of three 
programs – the Canadian Standards Association’s Sustainable Forest 
Management Standard, the Sustainable Forestry Initiative and the Forest 
Stewardship Council. Currently, 10.8 million hectares (26.7 million acres) is 
certified to CSA; 18.4 million hectares (45.5 million acres) to SFI, and 
251,000 hectares (620,000 acres) to FSC.

All three certification programs provide for the basics by ensuring that 
harvested areas are reforested and that laws are obeyed. They all go beyond 
this to promote sustainable forest management by ensuring the conservation 
of biological diversity, the maintenance of wildlife habitat, soils and water 
resources, and the sustainability of timber harvesting. They all call for annual 
surveillance audits and require public disclosure of findings, and they all 
require engagement with aboriginal people on public lands.

In addition, 47 million hectares (116 million acres) is certified to ISO 14001 
EMS, which provides an environmental management system foundation for 
implementing forestry standards and for tracking performance against set 
targets and objectives.

More information about certifying B.C. forest management is available on the 
BC Market Outreach Network’s website at www.bcforestinformation.com

B.C. GROUP WINS PARTNERSHIP 
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B.C. is second only to Canada 
and the United States in total 

area certified.

TORONTO – Joint Solutions Project participants received the first-ever 
ForestLeadership partnership award for their collaborative efforts to solve 
long-standing environmental issues on British Columbia’s central coast.

The B.C.-based co-operative was formed in 2000 by environmental 
organizations and forest companies to develop models for conservation and 
management of B.C.’s globally significant coastal forests that fully integrate 
social, economic and ecological needs. Its members include Canadian Forest 
Products, ForestEthics, Greenpeace, International Forest Products, 
NorskeCanada, Rainforest Action Network, the Sierra Club of Canada, BC 
chapter, Western Forest Products and Weyerhaeuser.

“It has been an amazing transformation to see two divergent interests find 
a way to partner together on land use recommendations in coastal B.C. that 
makes sense for both the environment and forestry,” Ric Slaco, Interfor’s 
vice-president and chief forester, told the awards ceremony at the 2005 
ForestLeadership conference on March 1.

“We came together because we all recognized that change in the Great 
Bear Rainforest was essential. Yet, the real award will be when the 
rainforest is protected, logging practices have changed, and we see a truly 
diversified coastal economy,” stated Merran Smith, ForestEthics; Catherine 
Stewart, Greenpeace; Lisa Matthaus, Sierra Club, and Michael Brune, 
Rainforest Action Network.

ForestLeadership, a non-profit initiative that aims to improve sustainable 
forestry policies and practices through leadership development, recognizes 
individuals and organizations that have demonstrated exceptional 
communication, leadership and partnership abilities toward the promotion 
of sustainable forestry.IN
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PORTLAND, Oregon -– Green Globes, a commercial green building 
assessment protocol that has been in use for years in Canada, is now 
available in the United States.

Like other green building rating systems, Green Globes is rigorous and 
comprehensive, helping developers, architects, builders and others integrate 
environmentally friendly design into commercial structures. It is also 
web-based and interactive, which makes it easier to use, faster, more 
affordable and more flexible.

Green Globes uses a self-assessment tool to identify a building’s 
environmental strengths and weaknesses and instantly recommend design 
improvements, automatically generating links to engineering, design and 
product sources. The secure on-line assessment can be tailored to any project 

in any region of the country and, once completed, offers ratings in seven 
areas – project management, site, energy, water, resources, emissions and 
effluents and indoor environment.

As well as giving users a clear, concise report of how their building performs, 
Green Globes offers independent third-party verification of the assessment 
so properties with a high enough score can receive a certification rating of 
one to four globes.

Green Globes USA was launched in 2004 by the not-for-profit Green 
Building Initiative, which is also working with the National Association of 
Home Builders and local building associations to promote residential green 
building guidelines developed by the NAHB. Information about Green Globes 
is available at www.thegbi.org

NEW GREEN BUILDING ASSESSMENT LAUNCHED IN U.S.

VICTORIA – British Columbia has the solid science and the skilled 
professionals needed to become one of the first jurisdictions to move to 
results-based forest management, says the province’s new chief forester.

Jim Snetsinger, who will oversee the implementation of the new Forest 
and Range Practices Act, is excited about the opportunities it presents 
and says the resulting practices will match or exceed those under the 
Forest Practices Code. 
 
“The science will remain, but the prescriptive approach will not,” he 
said in a recent interview. “It is an exciting and liberating time for the 
strong group of practising resource professionals who are working 
together in British Columbia. They are being told they can use their best 
professional judgment, creativity and innovation, as long as they come 
up with measurable, certifiable results that meet stated objectives.”

Snetsinger says B.C. forest management already gets high marks 
because it is based on science and considers public interests.

“A lot of good work has been done in the last 25 to 30 years to 
understand how our ecosystems work and function, and that is the 
fundamental underpinning of forest management in B.C. Land use 
planning builds on this, bringing in other values and social preferences. 
And First Nations are very much involved, both in how forests are 
managed and in direct tenure opportunities.”

The result is science-based forest management that respects the 
interests of British Columbians, the owners of 95 per cent of the 
province’s land base. And that’s what Snetsinger, as independent chief 
forester, must consider when he determines on a regular basis how 
much wood can be harvested from each of the province’s management 
units. “We need to be able to make decisions that are good for the short 
term, for today, but will support sustainable forests 20, 40, 100 years 
into the future.”

Snetsinger has been interested in people, forests and sustainable 
management throughout his career in government and industry. 
A registered professional forester, he has held a number of positions 
with the Ministry of Forests, most recently as regional executive director 
of the Northern Interior Region in Prince George. He has also had direct 
involvement with land use issues, including time spent as the ministry’s 
regional recreation officer in northwest B.C. during valley-by-valley 
conflicts in the 1980s.

B.C. WELL POSITIONED FOR 
RESULTS-BASED REGIME

FUNDING SPEEDS UP FOREST 
RECOVERY
VICTORIA – The British Columbia government is investing $101 million to 
address the economic impacts of the current mountain pine beetle epidemic 
and recent forest fires.

In its 2005 budget, the government announced that the funds will be used 
to find new, creative ways to use timber damaged by beetles, to support 
planning for affected communities and to increase reforestation in areas 
damaged by beetles and forest fires.

The beetle infestation, the result of recent hot, dry summers, mild winters 
and an abundant source of mature lodgepole pine trees, covers an area of 
about seven million hectares (17.3 million acres) or about seven per cent 
of the province’s total land base. The hot, dry weather also led to the worst 
forest fire season on record in 2003.

“Given time, and managed well, our forests will recover,” B.C. Finance 
Minister Colin Hansen said in his budget address. “But the impact on 
communities could be dramatic. So we’ve developed a long-term plan to 
speed that recovery and minimize the impact of these natural disasters on 
British Columbia families.”

High-quality wood can be harvested for a number of years after mountain 
pine beetles have killed a tree. The wood may have a blue or grey stain as a 
result of the fungus carried by the beetles but research has found this does 
not affect its strength, its gluing characteristics or its ability to be finished.

TORONTO – The door is open for anyone who wants to be part of the 
Canadian Standards Association’s regular review of its Sustainable Forest 
Management Standard.

Peter Johnson, program manager of CSA International’s Forest Products 
Group, delivered what he called the CSA Invitation when he updated 
ForestLeadership Conference participants about plans to review CSA’s 
current CAN/CSAZ809 standards. “I invite anyone who has ever expressed 
an interest in the CSA Sustainable Forest Management Standards to come 
and review the standards alongside our technical committee and be a part of 
the revision process. In 2006, we can report back on the achievements and 
results.”

The technical committee will begin its review and deliberations early this 
summer, and expects to publish the next edition of Z809 in 2007. For further 
details, contact Gary Gallinger at the Canadian Standards Association, 5060 
Spectrum Way, Suite 100, Mississauga ON L4W 5N6.

CSA ISSUES INVITATION
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CENTRE HIGHLIGHTS B.C. 
WOOD PRODUCTS

VICTORIA – The Nature Trust of British Columbia, Weyerhaeuser Co. Ltd. 
and the B.C. government have reached an agreement that will help protect 
Cathedral Grove by increasing the size of MacMillan Provincial Park.

“By nearly doubling the size of the park to 280 hectares (almost 700 acres), 
we are making an important investment in the future health and 
well-being of Cathedral Grove and the surrounding area for all of us 
forever,” said Doug Walker, executive director of the Nature Trust of 
British Columbia.

Ever since H.R. MacMillan, a well-known forester, donated land on central 
Vancouver Island to the people of British Columbia in 1944, there have 
been calls to expand the size of the park to better protect the trees in 
Cathedral Grove, some of them more than 800 years old.

“On this land stands some of the most spectacular and accessible 
examples of old-growth forest anywhere in the world, and this acquisition 
helps protect it and ensure that sensitive wildlife habitat around the park, 
for species such as Roosevelt elk, black bear and cougar, are also 
preserved,” Walker said.
 

DUNCAN -– The forestry and engineering department at Hayes 
Forest Services Ltd. has become the first of its kind in the world to 
achieve ISO 9001:2000 certification.

Company president Donald Hayes said the company has been 
applying rigorous quality standards for years and the ISO 
9001:2000 certificate “simply formalizes our procedures and 
confirms the best practices we’ve been striving to achieve”.

The ISO 9001:2000 standards, used by more than 500,000 
organizations around the world, provide a framework for quality 
management throughout the process of producing and 
delivering products and services for customers. It is typically 
applied to manufacturing processes so the application to forestry 
and engineering is unique.

A family-owned company located on Vancouver Island, Hayes 
services include conventional and helicopter logging, firefighting, 
forestry and engineering and timber management.

HAYES ACHIEVES ISO 
STANDARDS 

EXPANSION HELPS PROTECT 
CATHEDRAL GROVE

SHANGHAI, PR CHINA – The recent opening of a demonstration centre in 
Shanghai featuring forest products from every region of British Columbia is 
showing Chinese builders and consumers the beauty and versatility of the 
province’s high-quality forest products.

The 888-square-metre (9,558 square foot) Dream Home China 
demonstration centre, which opened in January, features advanced wood 
technology and will house the Canada Wood Products Service Centre and 
offices for B.C. forestry associations. All the wood used for the building was 
either shipped from B.C. or sourced in China from products made from B.C. 
species. Four shipments brought products from more than a dozen B.C. 
companies, including spruce-pine-fir dimensional lumber and plywood from 

central and northern B.C.; cedar, Douglas-fir and pressure-treated hemlock 
from the coast, and advanced engineered wood products manufactured in 
the Lower Mainland and the southern Interior.

Dream Home China is a partnership of B.C. forest companies and the 
provincial government that aims to open up new markets in China by 
showcasing and marketing wood-frame construction, updating local building 
codes and regulations, and upgrading the wood-building skills of Chinese 
builders, architects, engineers and trades people.

The new centre demonstrates that wood is an attractive, 
energy-efficient solution to China’s housing needs.
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The Balance is produced regularly by Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd. 
and the BC Market Outreach Network. 

If you have an idea for a story you would like to submit, contact us at info@bcmon.ca 

For more information about B.C. forest practices and products, visit our websites at 
www.bcforestinformation.com and www.bcforestproducts.com

SYSTEM TRACKS CERTIFIED FIBRE

VANCOUVER – NorskeCanada has introduced an independent 
chain-of-custody system to track its wood fibre supply. The auditable 
system, developed with Office Depot and PricewaterhouseCoopers, 
identifies the source of fibre coming from forests certified under the 
three recognized third-party sustainable forest management programs 
used in British Columbia. It verifies that select paper products made at 
NorskeCanada’s mills in the B.C. towns of Port Alberni and Powell River 
contain 100 per cent certified and/or recycled wood fibre. The company 
will extend its chain-of-custody system to its other mills in the 
coming months.

B.C. UPDATES ITS SEED STANDARDS
 
PRINCE GEORGE – New seed standards that take effect April 1, 2005 will 
help protect British Columbia’s tree gene resources. The standards update 
and consolidate existing laws, building on more than 40 years of research 
in forest genetics and tree seed management. By law, all harvested lands 
must be reforested after logging, either through natural regeneration 
and/or planting. B.C. uses 19 different native tree species for reforestation 
in B.C., none of which have been genetically modified or engineered.

B.C. HOUSE PLANNED FOR TORINO

VANCOUVER - British Columbia will showcase its business, tourism and 
cultural opportunities by establishing a B.C. House in Torino, Italy, during 
the 2006 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. The house will be built 
with B.C. wood, and will become a gathering place for Canadian athletes 
and visitors during the Games and a spot where the general public and 
potential investors can learn more about what B.C. and Canada have to 
offer. The 2010 Winter Games are taking place in Vancouver and Whistler.

 
NORTHERN PLAN COMPLETED

DEASE LAKE – A land use plan covering 2.4 million hectares (almost 
six million acres) in remote northern British Columbia will allow the 
government to move ahead with plans to award timber harvesting 
rights to the Kaska Dena First Nation. Goals of the Dease-Liard 
sustainable resource management plan include management of 
environmental social, cultural and economic values, ensuring 
permanent caribou winter range, and providing certainty for 
forestry, tourism and other economic opportunities.

B.C. RECOGNIZES WOOD EXCELLENCE
VANCOUVER -– British Columbia’s growing wood culture was celebrated at 
the Wood WORKS! inaugural awards gala to honour achievements in wood 
design, wood use and technology in the province. Prince George Mayor 
Colin Kinsley (right) received the community leader award from John Allan 
of the Council of Forest Industries for advocating the use of wood in his city 
and promoting it across B.C. and internationally.

In total, 11 awards were presented 
at Excellence in Wood, which 
brought together companies and 
organizations that depend on B.C.’s 
forest industry, including architects, 
engineers, builders, designers, forest 
product companies and associations, 
mill equipment manufacturers, 
designers and suppliers, municipal 
and provincial government 
representatives.

B.C. FIXING FIRE DAMAGE EFFECTIVELY
VICTORIA – The independent Forest Practices Board says the province is 
effectively rehabilitating sites damaged by forest fire fighting operations in 
2003 during British Columbia’s worst wildfire season on record. 

B.C. law requires rehabilitation after fire control or fire suppression activities 
to ensure natural drainage patterns are maintained and surface soil erosion 
is minimized. The board’s investigation of 12 fire sites in southern B.C. found 
that the legal requirements were generally met and the rehabilitation treat-
ments were effective.

Steve Schell, a forest protection officer who headed rehabilitation efforts for 
the Kamloops fire centre in south central B.C., says rehabilitation planning 
started while the fires were still being fought. “We worked with a specialist 
team of engineers, slope stability experts, range agrologists, forest 
technicians and foresters, and had great co-operation from crews of 
government, industry, First Nation and contract workers,” he said. “We had 
to move quickly because the worst fires came at the end of the summer and 
winter was approaching. 

“Our top priorities were streams, lakeshores and steep slopes. In one case, 
we placed a fibre mat on a steep slope to help stabilize it and speed up the 
growth of vegetation.”


