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FIRST NATION WATER RIGHTS REPORT 

BAND: Siska 

ADDRESS: 

CHIEF: Guy Dunstan 

P.O. Box 338, Lytton, BC VOK 1ZO 

PHONE: 455-2219 FAX: 455-2539 

AFFILIATION: Nlaka’pamux Nation Tribal Council 

LOCATION: 

The Siska Band occupies eleven reserves situated within the Cascade Mountain Region in an 
area south of Lytton. These reserves range in size from 0.2 to 110.3 hectares. The reserves 
include: 

Humhampt No. 6 
Humhampt No. 6A 
Kupchynalth No. 1 
Kupchynalth No. 2 

Moosh No. 4 
Nahamanak No. 7 

Siska Flat No. 5A 

Siska Flat No. 5B 
Siska Flat No. 8 

Siska Flat No. 3 Zacht 5 8 

The following reserves have an indication of an allocation of water rights: 

Humhampt 6: a 4.0 hectare reserve located on the right bank of the Fraser River, within 
Humhampt Reserve No. 6A. 

Kupchvnalth 1: a 8.1 hectare reserve located on the left side of the Fraser River, just 
southeast of Kupchynalth Reserve No. 2. 

Kupchynalth 2: a 5.2 hectare reserve located on the leR bank of the Fraser River, and is 
adjacent to the southern borders of Siska Flat Reserve No. 8 and Moosh Reserve No. 4. 

Nahamanak 7: a 110.3 hectare reserve located immediately across from Siska Flat 
Reserve No. 3 on the right bank of the Fraser River. 

Siska Flat 3: a 27.3 hectare reserve situated on the left bank of the Fraser River, just 
south of Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. 

Siska Flat 5A: a 42.3-hectare reserve located north of where Siska Creek enters the 
Fraser River. 
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Y Siska Flat 8: a 26.8-hectare reserve located immediately south of Siska Flat Reserve No. 
3. 

Y Zacht 5: a 24.2 hectare reserve situated on the left bank of the Fraser River, directly 
between Siska Flat Reserve Nos. 5 and 5A. 

The most recent population figures from the Ministry of Finance indicate that the Siska Band has 
100 persons living on-reserve as registered members. Its total population, including registered 
and non-registered members living on and off-reserve, is 245. 

These reserves are located within the Cascade Mountain Region. They lie at elevations ranging 
from 500 to 1900 metres above mean sea level, and experience climate ranging from an average 
daily temperature of -5 to -10 degrees centigrade in January, to greater than 20 degrees 
centigrade in July. The average annual rainfall for this area is 30 to 50 centimetres. 

Water courses of significance include: 

Humhampt Stream, which flows through Humhampt Reserve No. 6A. 

Hyumatko Creek, which flows southeast through Nahamanak Reserve No. 7 before it 
enters the Fraser River. 

Keray Spring, which is located just west of Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. 

Kup Creek, which is a tributary of the Fraser River. 

Ntlahtlpatko Creek, which flows southwest into Nahamanak Reserve No. 7, where it 
joins Hyumatko Creek. 

Piglog Creek, which runs south through Kupchynalth Reserve No. 1. 

Pooeyelth Creek, which flows northeast, and then southeast through Pooeyelth Reserve 
No. 3, before it enters the Fraser River. 

Siska Creek, which flows southwest before it enters the Fraser River south of the lower 
border of Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. 

WATER ALLOCATIONS: 

There is no record of any allocation of water made by an Order in Council of the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council with respect to the Siska Band. 

The water rights of the Siska Band have been recorded or affected by four actions of government 
over the years: 

Siska First Nation Water Rights Report 
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1) Allotments by Indian Reserve Commissioners. 

Following confederation, the Province and the Dominion established an Indian Reserve 
Commission to reserve lands for the Indians without their agreement and for the transfer 
of those lands to the Dominion. In setting apart lands for reserves, the Reserve 
Commissioners made it their practice to allot water with the lands. It is understood that 
this practice was unique among Indian Reserves in Canada and the Province has always 
disputed the authority of these Commissioners to allot water rights. 

Determinations of the Board of Investigation under the Water Act, 1914 of claims of the 
Department of Indian AfTairs, and subsequent issue of water licences. 

2) 

3) Granting of water licences from Federal Government application for licences for the use 
of water on reserves. 

4) Actions to amend, cancel, or record as abandoned< rights under licence pursuant to 
provisions in the Water Act. 

Minutes of Decision: Allocations made by the Indian Reserve Commission 

The Indian Reserve Commission made a number of allocations which appear to be for the benefit 
of the Siska Band. Each Minute of Decision lists the amount of water being allocated, and often 
gives a brief description of the water source, with or without a name. Some of the names given 
and references made in the description of these water sources have lost their meaning through 
time. In this case, some water sources are now unidentifiable or can be only be tentatively 
identified using the information given. 

Allocations which have apparently been made to the Siska Band, as described in AGBC #590457 
(see attachments) are: 

Date Inches Source of Supply 

Jun 18, I878 20 “Humhampt Stream or other sources found 
available. ’’ 

From the description given in the Minute of 
Decision, it is difficult to determine which reserve 
this water allocation was referring to. However, 
from the name Humhampt Stream, it may be 
assumed that this Minute of Decision applies to 
either Humhampt Reserve No. 6 or Humhampt 
Reserve No. 6A. 

Siska First Nation Water Rights Report 



4 

Jun18, I878 IO0 

Jun 18, 1878 50 

“other sources of supply which may be found 
available. ” 

From the description given in the Minute of 
Decision, it is dificult to determine which reserve 
this water allocation was referring to. The reserve 
may be Nahamanak 7, as it is on the right bank of 
Fraser River and the Minute of Decision describes 
the reserve being on the right bank. 

“Siska Creek or any sources found available. ” 

It is unclear to which specific reserve this water 
allocation was referring to. The sketch 
accompanying this Minute of Decision shows an 
area similar to Siska Flat No. 3 and Siska Flat No. 
8. 

HISTORY, CURRENT STATUS AND NOTES: 

The history of water rights, the current status of rights, and notes for the Siska Band with respect 
to the streams on Humhampt Stream, Hyumatko and Ntlahtlpatko Creeks, Keray Spring, Kup 
Creek, Piglog Creek, Pooeyelth Creek, and Siska Creek are as follows: 

Humhampt Stream 

Historv: 

Jun 18,1878 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band: 

“‘20 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 
>om said stream or other sources of water supply which, on 
survey, may be found available. ” 

N a  This Minute of Decision applies to an area described as near the mouth of Humhampt Stream. 

Current Status: 

There is no indication of a Humhampt Stream in the area of the Siska Band’s reserves. 
However, there is a Nahump Creek which flows through Humhampt 6A. Thus, Humhampt 
Stream may have been renamed Nahump Creek. 

There are no active water licences on Nahump Creek. 
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Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Nahump Creek, and there is no other 
current information on water availability. 

Notes: I- 
1. The Siska Band’s prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 

been formally recognized by the Province. 

Hyumatko Creek and Ntlahtlpatko Creek 

Historv: 

Jun 18,1878 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band on land which may be Nahamanak 
7: 

“IO0 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are 
assignedfrom any sources of supply which, on survey, may be 
found available. ’’ 

Hyumatko and Ntlahtlpatko Creeks flow through Nahamanak 7. 

Oct 22,1923 

Oct 22,1923 

Jan 15,1935 

At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act of 1914, the Board determined that on the 26th day of 
September, 1888, there was filed in the office of the Dominion Lands 
Agent at New Westminster, B.C., a bona fide application for a record of 
water fiom Hyumatko Creek and Ntlahtlpatko Creek, for use on 
Nahamanak Reserve No. 7. The Order of the Board, numbered 6723, set 
out that a conditional licence should be issued which would: 

(i) 

(ii) 
(iii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Hyumatko Creek and 
Ntlahtlpatko Creek, 
take precedence fiom September 26,1888, 
authorize diversion of a maximum of 136.5 acre feet per year for 
irrigation of 45.5 acres of Nahamanak Reserve No. 7, provided that 
1,000 gallons per day, throughout the year, could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7156, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 6723. 

Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
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Final Water Licence 9078 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
7156) to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence was given a date of precedence of September 26, 
1888 and authorizes the diversion of 90 acre feet per year (fiom April 1 to 
September 30) fiom Hyumatko and Ntlahtlpatko Creeks, for irrigation 
purposes on 30 acres of Nahamanak Reserve No. 7. Of this amount, 1,000 
gallons per day, year-round may also be for domestic use. 

Current Status: 

Final Water Licence 9078 is the only active licence on Hyumatko and Ntlahtlpatko Creeks. It is 
for the use and benefit of the Siska Band. 

Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Hyumatko Creek or Ntlahtlpatko 
Creek, and there is no other current information on water availability. 

Notes: 

1. The Siska Band’s prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 
been formally recognized by the Province. 

2. The issuance of Final Water Licence 9078 (which substituted Conditional Water Licence 
7156) resulted in the reduction of licensed water rights for the Siska Band. 

Keray Spring 

Historv: 

Jun 18,1878 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band in an area described as being 
located at Siska Flat: 

“50 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 
porn Siska Creek or any sources of water supply which, on survey, 
may be found available. ” 

Note: Keray Spring serves as a water source on Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. 

Feb 1,1952 In accordance with an application made by Keray Leachty, the 
Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 20503. 
This licence has a precedence date of June 25, 1951, and authorizes the 
diversion of 6 acre feet per year (from April 1 to September 30) and 
10,000 gallons a day (throughout the year) from Keray Spring for 
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irrigation and domestic purposes. The land to which this licence is 
appurtenant is Siska Flat Reserve No. 5 4  of which 2 acres may be 
irrigated. 

Note: At this time Keray Leachty leased the Siska Lodge, which comprised 10 acres of Siska Flat Reserve No. 5 4  
from the Indian Department. 

Mar 9,1952 In connection with Final Water Licence No. 3590, a permit was ganted to 
the Director of Indian Affairs, under Section 20, Right of Way over Crown 
Land. 

Apr 25,1988 An Application for a Change of Works on Conditional Water Licence 
20503 was made by F. Winchcombe and E. Wilson. This application 
requested that the existing pipe and flume works be abandoned. In 
addition, this application requested that new pipe works be constructed. 

Note: F. Winchcombe and E. Wilson are the owners of the Siska Lodge. This lodge is situated on Siska Reserve 
No. 5 4  the land to which Conditional Water Licence 20503 is appurtenant. 

Apr 4,1995 The Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights issued an order to amend clauses 
(d), (e) and (9 of Conditional Water Licence 20503. In addition, under 
this order clause (i) was deleted from the licence. The amendment of the 
above clauses read as follows: 

“(4 The purpose for which the water is to be used is irrigation 
and industrial (lodge) 

(e) The maximum quantity of water which may be diverted for 
irrigation purpose is 6 acre feet per annum and for industrial 
(lodge) purpose is IO,  000 gallons a day 

&I The period of the year during which the water may be used for 
irrigation purpose is Ist April to 30th September and for industrial 
(lodge) purpose is the whole year. ’’ 

Current Status: 

Conditional Water Licence 20503 is the only active licence on Keray Spring. Elda Wilson leases 
the land, to which this licence is appurtenant, from the Siska Band. 

Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Keray Spring, and there is no other 
current information on water availability. 
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- 
Notes: 

1. The Siska Band’s prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 
been formally recognized by the Province. 

2. There is an outstanding application for Change of Works for Conditional Water licence 
20503 dated April 25,1988. 

Kup Creek 

History: 

Jun 26,1888 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Res 

2 

:d the mmission alloca 
following for the use of the Siska Band on Kupchynalth Reserve No. 1 and 
a portion of land which may be Kupchynalth Reserve No. 2: 

“‘25 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 
@om said stream [Kupchynalth Creek] or other sources of water 
supply which, on survey, may be found available. ’’ 

Kup Creek may be the same source as Kupchynalth Creek which has since 
been renamed Piglog Creek. 

Dee 19,1924 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act of 1914, the Board determined that on the 26th day of 
September, 1888, there was filed in the office of the Dominion Lands 
Agent at New Westminster, B.C., a bona fide application for a record of 
water from Kup Creek, for use on Kupchynalth Reserve No. 2. The Order 
of the Board, numbered 6523, set out that a conditional licence should be 
issued which would: 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Kup Creek, 
take precedence from September 26, 1888, 
authorize diversion of a maximum of 22.5 acre feet per year for 
irrigation of 7.5 acres of Kupchynalth Reserve No. 2, provided that 
500 gallons per day, throughout the year, could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

Dee 19,1924 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7882, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 6523. 

Sep 21,1934 Having given notice to the lessee of the land appurtenant to Conditional 
Water Licence 7882, the Comptroller of Water Rights cancelled the 
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Licence for the reason that the construction of works authorized were not 
prosecuted with due diligence. 

The file corresponding to Conditional Water Licence 7882 has been 
destroyed, therefore; further information pertinent to this licence is not 
available. 

Current Status: 

Kup Creek does not exist on current Water Licensing records. Thus, there are no licences 
reported on Kup Creek. 

Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Kup Creek, and there is no other 
current information on water availability. 

Notes: 

1. The Siska Band’s prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 
been formally recognized by the Province. 

2. The water rights held by the Siska Band under Conditional Licence 7882 on Kup Creek were 
cancelled in 1934. 

Piglog (Kupchsnalth) Creek 

Jun 26,1888 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band on Kupchynalth Reserve No. 1 : 

“25 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 
from said stream [Kupchynalth Creek] or other sources of water 
supply which, on survey, may be found available. ’’ 

Note: Kupchynalth Creek has been renamed Piglog Creek. 

Oct 22,1923 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act of 1914, the Board determined that on the 26th day of 
September, 1888, there was filed in the office of the Dominion Lands 
Agent at New Westminster, B.C., a bona fide application for a record of 
water from Kupchynalth Creek (now known as Piglog Creek), for use on 
Kupchynalth Reserve No. 1. The Order of the Board, numbered 652 1 , set 
out that a conditional licence should be issued which would: 
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Oct 22,1923 

Nov 20,1934 

Jan 17,1989 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Kupchynalth Creek, 
take precedence from September 26,1888, 
authorize diversion of a maximum of 32.7 acre feet per year for 
irrigation of 10.9 acres of Kupchynalth Reserve No. 1. 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7127, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 6521. 

Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 90 18 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
7127 to the Superintendent General) of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence has a date of precedence of September 26, 1888 
and authorizes the diversion 15 acre feet per year (from April 1 to 
September 30) from Kupchynalth Creek (Piglog Creek), for irrigation 
purposes on 5 acres of Kupchynalth Reserve No. 1. 

The Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights issued an order amending Final 
Water Licence 90 18. This order amended clause (a) of the licence to read 
as follows: 

“The stream on which the rights are granted is Piglog Creek. .. ” 

Current Status: 

Final Water Licence 9018 is the only active licence on Piglog Creek. It is for the use and benefit 
of the Siska Band. 

Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Piglog Creek, and there is no other 
current information on water availability. 

1. The Siska Band’s prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 
been formally recognized by the Province. 

2. The issuance of Final Water Licence 9018 (which substituted Conditional Water Licence 
7127) resulted in the reduction of licensed water rights for the Siska Band. 
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Pooevelth Creek 

Histow: 

Jun 18,1878 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band on Humhampt Reserve No. 6 or 
Humhampt No. 6A: 

“20 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 
JFom said stream or other sources of water supply which, on 
survey, may be found available. ” 

Note: Pooeyelth Creek serves as a water source on Humhampt Reserve No. 6. 

Dec 13,1920 In accordance with an application made by H. Graham, Indian Agent on 
behalf of the Siska Band, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Conditional Water Licence 5292. This licence was given a precedence 
date of July 2, 1920 and authorized the diversion of 22 acre feet @r year 
(from April 1 to September 30) from Pooeyelth Creek for irrigation 
purpose. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons of water per day could be for 
domestic purpose. The land to which this licence was appurtenant was 
Siska Flat (Humhampt) Reserve No. 6. 

Oct 22,1923 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act of 1914, the Board determined that on the 26th day of 
September, 1888, there was filed in the office of the Dominion Lands 
Agent at New Westminster, B.C., a bona fide application for a record of 
water from Pooeyelth Creek, for Humhampt Reserve No. 6. The Order of 
the Board, numbered 541, set out that a conditional licence should be 
issued whch would: 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Pooeyelth Creek, 
take precedence from September 26, 1888, 
authorize diversion of a maximum of 21.6 acre feet per year for 
irrigation of 7.2 acres of Humhampt Reserve No. 6, provided that 
500 gallons per day, throughout the year, could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

Oct 22,1923 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7155, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 54 1. 

Sep 21,1934 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued an Order, in accordance with a 
notice of proposed cancellation dated July 4, 1934, which cancelled 
Conditional Water Licence 5292. This licence was cancelled due to the 
licensee failing to prove the construction of the works authorized under 
the licence was begun within the time fixed and that the construction of 
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the works was prosecuted with due diligence. 

Nov 20,1934 Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 9027 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
7155) to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence has a date of precedence of September 26, 1888 
and authorizes the diversion of 21.6 acre feet per year (from April 1 to 
September 30) from Pooeyelth Creek, for irrigation purposes on 7.2 acres 
of Humhampt Reserve No. 6. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons per day, year- 
round may also be for domestic use. 

Current Status: 

There are currently two active licences on Pooeyelth Creek, Final Water Licences 9027 and 
9028, both with the same date of precedence, September 26, 1888. The Siska Band holds Final 
Water Licence 9027 and the Skuppah Band holds Final Water Licence 9028, which authorizes 

, the diversion of 30 acre feet of water per annum for irrigation purpose, of which quantity 1,000 
gallons a day may be used for domestic purpose. 

Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Pooeyelth Creek, and there is no other 
current information on water availability. 

I- 
1. The Siska Band’s prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 

been formally recognized by the Province. 

2. The issuance of Final Water Licence 9027 (which substituted Conditional Water Licence 
7155) resulted in the increase of water authorized for incidental domestic purpose for the 
Siska Band. 

3. The water rights held by the Siska Band under Final Water Licence 5292 on Pooeyelth Creek 
were cancelled in 1934. 

Siska Creek 

Jun 18,1878 The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band on land shown on a sketch to 
resemble Siska Flat 3 and Siska Flat 8: 

“50 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 

Siska First Nation Water Rights Report 



13 

Jun 18,1878 

Dec 13,1920 

fiom Siska Creek or other sources of water supply which, on 
survey, may be found available. ” 

The Minute of Decision of the Indian Reserve Commission allocated the 
following for the use of the Siska Band on Zacht Reserve No. 5: 

“75 inches of water for irrigation and other purposes are assigned 
@om Siska Creek or other sources of water supply which on survey 
may be found available. ” 

In accordance with an application made by the H. Graham, Indian Agent 
on behalf of the Siska Band, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Conditional Licence 5290. This licence was given a precedence date of 
July 2, 1920 and authorized the diversion of 33 acre feet per year (from 
April 1 to September 30) from Siska Creek for irrigation purpose. Of this 
amount, 1,000 gallons of water per day may be used for domestic purpose. 
The land to which this licence was appurtenant was Siska Flat 5A. 

Oct 22,1923 At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act of 1914, the Board determined that on the 26th day of 
September, 1888, there was filed in the office of the Dominion Lands 
Agent at New Westminster, B.C., a bona fide application for a record of 
water from Siska Creek, for use on Siska Flat Reserve No. 3. The Order 
of the Board, numbered 6566, set out that a conditional licence should be 
issued which would: 

(i) 
(ii) 
(iii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Siska Creek, 
take precedence from September 26, 1888, 
authorize diversion of a maximum of 109.8 acre feet per year for 
irrigation of 36.6 acres of Siska Flat Reserve No. 3, provided that 
1,000 gallons per day, throughout the year, could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

Oct 22,1923 

Oct 22,1923 

The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7128, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 6566. 

At a final hearing before the Board of Investigation, acting pursuant to the 
Water Act of 1914, the Board determined that on the 26th day of 
September, 1888, there was filed in the office of the Dominion Lands 
Agent at New Westminster, B.C., a bona fide application for a record of 
water from Siska Creek, for use on Zacht Reserve No. 5. The Order of the 
Board, numbered 6567, set out that a conditional licence should be issued 
which would: 

(i) 
(ii) 

provide for the diversion of water from Siska Creek, 
take precedence from September 26, 1888, 
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(iii) authorize diversion of a maximum of 110.4 acre feet per year for 
irrigation of 36.8 acres of Zacht Reserve No. 5, provided that 1,000 
gallons per day, throughout the year, could also be used for 
domestic purpose. 

Oct 22,1923 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 7129, 
which embodied the terms and conditions set out in Board Order 6567. 

In accordance with an application made by the Superintendent General of 
Indian Affairs on behalf of the Siska Band, the Comptroller of Water 
Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 10080. This licence was given a 
precedence date of March 13,1929 and authorized the diversion of 68 acre 
feet per year (from April 1 to September 30) from Siska Creek for 
irrigation purpose. Of this amount 1,000 gallons per day may be used for 
domestic purpose. The land to which this licence was appurtenant was 
Siska Flat Reserve No. 8. 

Jul20,1929 

Dec 15,1930 In accordance with an application made by Helen L. Gaugh, the 
Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 10650. 
This licence was given a precedence date of August 9, 1930 and 
authorized the diversion of 0.4 cubic feet per second throughout the whole 
year from Siska Creek for power purpose. The land to which this licence 
was appurtenant was Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. 

Note: Helen L. Gaugh leased the land to which this licence was appurtenant from the Indian Department on behalf 
of the Siska Band. 

Nov 20,1934 Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 9019 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
7128) to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence was given a date of precedence of September 26, 
1888 and authorized the diversion of 78 acre feet per year (from April 1 to 
September 30) from Siska Creek, for irrigation purposes on 26 acres of 
Siska Flat Reserve No. 3. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons per day, year- 
round may also be for domestic use. 

Nov 20,1934 Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 9020 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
7129) to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence has a date of precedence of September 26, 1888 
and authorizes the diversion of 110.4 acre feet per year (from April 1 to 
September 30) from Siska Creek, for irrigation purposes on 36.8 acres of 
Zacht Reserve No. 5. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons per day, year-round 
may also be for domestic use. 
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Nov 20,1934 Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 9021 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
5290) to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence has a date of precedence of July 2, 1920 and 
authorizes the diversion of 33 acre feet per year (from April 1 to 
September 30) from Siska Creek, for irrigation purposes on 11 acres of 
Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons per day, year- 
round may also be for domestic use. 

Nov 20,1934 Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 9022 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
10080) to the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the 
Siska Band. The licence was given a date of precedence of March 13, 
1929 and authorized the diversion 68 acre feet of water per year from 
April 1 to September 30 from Siska Creek, for irrigation purposes on 22.2 
acres of Siska Flat Reserve No. 8. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons per day, 
year-round may also be for domestic use. 

Mar 9,1935 Based on the extent to which the rights granted under the former licence 
were being exercised at the time, the Comptroller of Water Rights issued 
Final Water Licence 9172 (in substitution of Conditional Water Licence 
10650) to Helen L. Gaugh. The licence was given a date of precedence of 
August 9, 1930 and authorized the diversion of 0.4 cubic feet per second 
throughout the year from Siska Creek, for power purposes. This licence 
was appurtenant to Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A, as described on page 1886 
and 1867 of the British Columbia Gazette dated 22nd December, 1932. 

Note: Helen L. Gaugh leased the land to which this licence was appurtenant from the Indian Department, on behalf 
of the Siska Band. 

Sep 22,1943 A letter written by the Comptroller of Water Rights indicated that 
Conditional Water Licence 9 172 was surrendered by the Gaughs, and that 
the same licence was cancelled and written off the registers. 

This licence was surrendered so that a replacement licence could be issued 
(Final Water Licence 11976) which would authorize a greater quantity of 
water. 

Oct 20,1943 The Comptroller of Water Rights issued Final Water Licence 11976 to E. 
C. Gaugh and D. A. Gaugh in accordance with their application. The 
licence has a date of precedence of September 4, 1943 and authorizes the 
diversion of 2 cubic feet per second for the whole year from Siska Creek, 
for power purpose. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons per day, year-round 
may also be for domestic use. This licence is appurtenant to Siska Flat 

Siska First Nation Water Rights Report 



16 

Reserve No. 5A, as described on page 1886 and 1867 of the British 
Columbia Gazette dated 22nd December, 1932. 

Notel E. C. Gaugh and D. A. Gaugh leased the land to which this licence is appurtenant from the Indian Department 
on behalf of the Siska Band. 

Oct 20,1943 In connection with Final Water Licence 11976, Permit Over Crown Lands 
2325 was granted to E. C. Gaugh and D. A. Gaugh, for use on Siska Flat 
Reserve No. 5A. This permit authorized occupation of Crown Land for 
the construction and maintenance of works. 

Feb 1,1952 In connection with Final Water Licence 9021, Permit Over Crown Lands 
3590 was granted to Keray Leachty, for use on Siska Flat Reserve No. 5A. 
This permit authorized occupation of Crown Land for the construction and 
maintenance of works. 

Jan 15,1973 In accordance with an application for a change of works made by the 
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the Siska Band, the 
Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 40272 in 
substitution of Final Water Licence 9022. This licence has a precedence 
date of March 13, 1929 and authorizes the diversion of 66.6 acre feet per 
year (from April 1 to September 30) from Siska Creek for irrigation 
purpose. Of this amount, 1,000 gallons of water per day may be used for 
domestic purpose. The land to which this licence is appurtenant is Siska 
Flat Reserve No. 8, of which 22.2 acres may be irrigated. 

Jan 15,1973 In accordance with an application for a change of works made by the 
Superintendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the Siska Band, the 
Comptroller of Water Rights issued Conditional Water Licence 40273 in 
substitution of Final Water Licence 9019. This licence has a precedence 
date of September 26, 1888 and authorizes the diversion of 76.6 acre feet 
per year (from April 1 to September 30) from Siska Creek for irrigation 
purpose and a further 1,000 gallons of water per day for domestic purpose. 
The land to which this licence is appurtenant is Siska Flat Reserve No. 3, 
of which 25.55 acres may be irrigated. 

Jan 15,1973 In connection with Conditional Water Licence 40273, Permit Over Crown 
Lands 8870 was granted to the Siska Band. This permit authorized 
occupation of Crown Land for the construction and maintenance of works. 

May 27,1975 In connection with Conditional Water Licence 40272, Permit Over Crown 
Lands 9949 was granted to Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, on 
behalf of the Siska Band. This permit authorized occupation of Crown 
Land for the construction and maintenance of works. 

Jun 9,1975 The Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights issued an Order amending 
Conditional Water Licence 40273. This Order authorized both the 
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relocation of points of diversion and the construction of new works. 

Jun 9,1975 In connection with Conditional Water Licence 40273, Permit Over Crown 
Lands 9963 was granted in place of Permit Over Crown Lands 8870. This 
permit authorized occupation of Crown Land for the construction and 
maintenance of works. 

May 27,1995 

Jun 2,1995 

The Deputy Comptroller of Water Rights issued an Order amending 
Conditional Water Licence 40272, which authorizes the diversion of water 
from Siska Creek for irrigation and domestic purpose. This order was 
issued to amend the licence to include both a new point of diversion and 
new works to be constructed. 

A letter written by L. Walters, Supervisor of Water Licences, stated that 
Final Water Licences 11976 and 20503 have outstanding amendments. 
The letter indicated the following apparent changes are to be made: 

"Original appurtenancy now subdivided into 3 parcels ... 
AN the parcels are owned by the same person. 
The water rights appear to be tied to the property now described 
as Lot B, Plan M283. I' 

Current Status: 

There are currently five active licences on Siska Creek, all of which are held by the Siska Band. 

The Siska Band holds Conditional Water Licences 40273 and 40272, which are first and fourth 
on Siska Creek. The Siska Band also holds Final Water Licences 9020,9021 and 11976, which 
are second, third, and fifth in priority on Siska Creek. Final Water Licence 11976 is presently 
leased from the Siska Band by Elda B. Wilson. 

Water Survey of Canada has no records of streamflow on Siska Creek, and there is no other 
current information on water availability. 

I" Notes: 

2. The Siska Band's prior right to water allotted by the Indian Reserve Commission has not 
been formally recognized by the Province. 

3. The issue of Conditional Water Licence 40272 and 40273 in substitution of Final Water 
Licences 9022 and 9019, resulted in a loss of licensed rights on Siska Creek for the Siska 
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OTHER INFORMATION: 

Additional Water Records: 

The Schedule ofIndian Reserves in the Dominion, 2923, is a document published by the federal 
government, recording each Band’s water allocations up to 1913. We believe these records are a 
compilation of Minute of Decisions, Order-in-Councils, and perhaps other documents. However, 
as original copies of these documents are unavailable, the dates and information cannot be 
verified. 

Allocations in the Schedule of Indian Reserves in the Dominion for the benefit of the Siska Band, 
which are inconsistent with our findings, are: 

Reserve Water Allocation 

Nahamanak 7 “50 inches of water recorded?om Hyumatko creek, 50 inches of 
water recorded ?om N-tlah-tla-pat-ko creek and all the water from 
all other sources of water-supply on the reserve. ” 

Board Order 6723 (Conditional Water Licence 7156) stated that a 
bona fide application for a record of water from Hyumatko and 
Ntlahtlpatko Creeks has been used for beneficial purposes. The 
Siska Band was granted 136.5 acre feet of water per year. The 
quantity authorized under the Board Order is less than the amount 
stated in the Dominion’s schedule (100 inches or 666.7-acre feet). 

Alternate Water Sources: 

Groundwater Records: 

Review of records of the Groundwater Section found no evidence of wells located on any of the 
Siska Reserves. However, the provision of this groundwater information is voluntary and, 
therefore, cannot be assumed to be complete. 

Municipal Water Supply: 

At this time the potential for water supply from a municipality is limited, as there are no 
municipal water systems in the proximity of the Siska Reserves. 

The proximity of the Fraser River to the Siska Reserves makes it a possible source of water for 
other purposes. 

Siska First Nation Water Rights Report 
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CONDITIONAL WATER LICENCE 
(IRRIGATION) 

Appnrtcnnn t to ..... 11 ... a s \ r . ~ ! 8 . . . o f . . . ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ ~ . . . L $ B f . . . X  %3.X.l!.Q...xQ c... 5s.q ............................. 

............................................................................................. ..-. .............................................................................................. 

* REAS .......... H? .... GrYh.a. ~.,...Inri.~n...A~ent.~ ......................................................................... ~ I I O S I ?  

post-ofice address is .......................... LY.t$.Q.n, ... B., .... G.9 ............................................................................................ 
w"' 
as owner or lawful occupant of the land hereinafter specifled, has applied for a licence to take and use 
water in the manner hereinafter set out, and has taken all tlie preliminary steps required nf such 
applicant under the '' Water Act, 1914," prior to the issue of this licence, and is, under tlie said Act, 
entitled thereto : 

(1.) Now, tliereforc, in pursuance of the said Act, this conditionnl liccnce is ixsned, granting the 
liccnseo thereunder the right to take and use water under the following terms and conditions :- 

(u.) The sonrce of the watcr-supply is ..... s.h.ka .... C.X.Q.& .................................................................... 

a tributary of ...... ~lZaaBr. 

( b . )  The point of diversion from the stream is located as shown in the exhibit marked '' A " 
hereto attached, which is incorporated Iierewilh and made a part hereof, the original of 
which is attached to the counterfoil of this licence ou lile in the omce of the Coniptroller 
of Water ltights, Parliament Buildings, Victoria. 

............. (0.) ?he date from which this licence shall take precedence is .......... &' ld . . .& . l~~.s .~~~b 

( d . )  The purpose for which the water is to be used is ifrigation. 

! 
i 

..................................................................................................................... Supers&&by ....... 

Final Licence WN 
(e.) The maximum quantity of water which may be used a t  the place of use when all the lands 

acre-feet per annum; and the maximum quantity which may be used per acre a t  the said 
place of use io any year is .................... 3 ..................... acre-feet: Provided that if any records 

' . have been issued, or if any other licences have been or may hereafter be issued, for the 
use of water upon the said lands, the maximum quantity allowed under this licence shall 
lie rudoced by such qnanlitles as  may from time to timu be used upon tlie said lands 
under such other records or licencee, including the records or licences a t  present out- 

. mentioned in item ( 9 )  hereof are under irrigation is, until lawfully altered, ......... 25 ......... 

' 

standing, namely, Licence No..===T=..-.-.= from . . = - - ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ = ~ - . ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ = - ~ . ~ . ~ . ~ - ~  

and Licence No. Il.c.n..c.,....mef rom . I l - ~ ~ . ~ m m . . . R . . c ~ m ~ ~ ~ ~ - . - . - . ~ . ~ ~ ~ ~ .  " . - . - . ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . - -  
And provided further that  in such cases the Comptroller may, after the requisite hydro- 
graphic datu have been accumulated for determining the particular quantity of water 
which may be used under this licence, require the surrender thereof for the purpose of 
readjustment, and may amend the same by stating therein such particular quantity so 
determined. The maximum quantity which may be divertcd from the stream per annum 

is .................................. 3 ............................ aci. e-feet per acre of land irrigated and an additional 
amount for reasonable seepage and evaporation. 

And provided further that  there may be used in addition ................. lmQ .................................. 
gallons of water per day throughout the whole year for domestic purpose as  being inci- 
dental to the irrigation purpose. 

(8t ream.) 

(stream.) 

1004. w.1t.n. (Condltlonal Lleencclrrlgatlon).-l.000a.fa 







I ,-._ ... i- 

-- 
I 1 J 

CONDITIONAL WATER LICENCE 
(IRRIGATION) 

.... .... ............................. Appurtenant to .... .7.... 2..acraa...rJ.f..Siaka..T~~~ Indian .. ~~sar~v...~~~., 6, 

w ............... H.. ...~..... m. .... Inditxn ............................................................................. whose 

post-office address is ............................... LY.t.tan .,... B. ..,C ....................................................................................... 
as owner or laniful occupant of the land hereinafter specified, lias applied for a licence to take and use 
water in the manner hereinafter set ont, and has taken all tlie preliminary steps required of sucli 
applicant under the “Water  Act, 1914,” prior to the issue of tliis licence, and is, under tlie said Act, 
entitled thereto : 

(1.) Now, tlierefore, in pursuance of tlie said Act, tliis conditionpl licence is issued, granting the 
licensee tliereuiider tlie riglit to take and use water under tlie following ternas and conditions :- 

(a) Tlie source of tlie water-supply is .... PQ.Q.eY.&L.tb .... CXB& ........................................................ 

a tributary of ........ T.rak3Br..Ri.Y.CZA .............................................................................................. 

( b . )  Tlie point of diversion from the stream is located as  shown in the exhibit marked “ A ”  
liereto attached, wliicli is incorporated herewith and made a pnrt Iiereof, tlie original of 
wliicli is attached to  the counterfoil of this licence on file in the offlce of the Comptroller 
of Water Rights, Parliament Buildings, Victoria. 

(e.) Tlie date from which this licence shall take precedence is ...... &d...JUly.4 .... 192Q.t .............. 

............................................................ ~ . . ~ ~ . . . ~ ~ . . . ~ . ~ . . ~ . ; ~ . . ~ . ~ . .  J..-1..1;2 .... 1.J ..- ..... &L. f” 
(d.) The pnrpose for which the water is t o  be used is irrigation. /yj; 

(e.j Tlie maximum quantity of water which may be used a t  the place of us0 wlien all tlie lands 

mentioned in item (y) hereof are under irrigation is, until lawfully altered, ........ 22.. ....... 
acre-feet per annum; and the maximum quantity wliicli may be used per acre at the said 
place of use in any year is ...................... ................... acr.f.t. Provided that if any records 
liave been issued, or i f  any other licences have been or may hereafter be issued, for the 
use of water upon the said lands, the maximum quantity allowed under tliis licence shall 
be rcdnced by sucli quantities as may from tlme to time be used upon tlic eaid lands 
under sucli other records or licences, including the records or licences a t  present out- 

I 

standing, namely, Licence No ... F..-=.%.==rfrom ., &--- ........................................................................ --- ---- - -- - - ---- - ---- 
(Stream.) 

(Stream.) 
And provided further that  in such cases the Comptroller may, after the requisite hydro- 
graphic data have been accumulated for determining the particular quantity of water 
which may be used under this licence, require the surrender thereof for the purpose of 
readjustment, and may amend the same by stating therein such particular quantity so 
determined. The maximum quantity whieli may be diverted from the stream per annum 

, 

is ............................................................... a c r ~ f e e t  per acre of land irrigated and an additional 
amount for reasonable wepage and evaporation. 

And provided further that  there may be used in addition ................. ~~~0.0. ................................ 
‘gallons of water per day throughout tlie whole year for domestic purpose as  Iieing inci- 
dental to the irrigation purpose. 

Licence Number ............. 5 3 y  !<..&. ........e 
Form 1004. W.R.R. (ronaltlonsl Llcencc-Irrlgatlonl.-l,~a.~o. 
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