
FOREST SCIENCE PROGRAM

science to support sustainability

HOW TO CONTACT US

Research Branch Headquar ters

712 Yates Street

Victoria, BC  V8W 1L4

Phone: (250) 387-6721

Fax: (250) 387-0046

www.for.gov.bc.ca/research

Mailing address:

P.O. Box 9519 Stn Prov Govt

Victoria, BC  V8W 9C2

Regional Forest Science Offices

Cariboo Forest Region

Phone: (250) 398-4345 

www.for.gov.bc.ca/cariboo/research/research.htm

Kamloops Forest Region

Phone: (250) 828-4131

www.for.gov.bc.ca/research/kamloops

Nelson Forest Region

Phone: (250) 354-6200

www.for.gov.bc.ca/nelson/research/homepage.htm

Prince George Forest Region

Phone: (250) 565-6100

www.for.gov.bc.ca/pgeorge/pgeo_r.htm

Prince Rupert Forest Region

Phone: (250) 847-7500

www.for.gov.bc.ca/prupert/research

Vancouver Forest Region

Phone: (250) 751-7001

www.for.gov.bc.ca/vancouvr/research/research_index.htm

MISSION

"To help provide innovative solutions to high-priority forest

management problems in B.C. and to advance resource

stewardship based on scientific principles."

MANDATE 

The work of the Forest Science Program supports 

the Ministry of Forests’ mandate to manage and protect

B.C.’s forest resources for the best short- 

and long-term balance of economic, social and

environmental benefits for all British Columbians. The

program also supports the ministry’s strategic priorities to

encourage maximum resource productivity, manage the

resources responsibly, practise planned integrated resource

management and use, and encourage a globally

competitive forest industry.

CLIENTS AND PARTNERS

Throughout the province, program scientists and specialists

provide information and services to:

•  the ministry executive, senior management 

and operational staff,

•  licensees and o ther private industry,

•  other research organizations,

•  public agencies, 

•  educational organizations, and

•  the public.

The Forest Science Program works closely with ministry staff

in regional and district of fices and in other branches of the

ministry. Important partnerships with advisory groups,

licensees, the Canadian Forest Service, universities and

others help guide and deliver the program. 

Ministry of Forests

75
years



RESEARCH AT WORK

Forest Science Program scientists work in five fields of 
study to support their internal and external clients:

•Silviculture research examines the impacts of forest management practices on stand establishment, structure, 

growth, and long-term dynamics. 

THE BENEFITS OF RESEARCH

The Forest Science Program plays a distinct role in how

the Ministry of Forests manages the province’s forest

resources, and it contributes to the work of external clients.

Program scientists:

• provide credible scientific information on which to base
effective operational and policy decisions. 

Applied research is ongoing in conifer, broadleaf and

mixedwood forest productivity, ecology, soil science,

growth and yield, wildlife biology, hydrology, tree 

genetics, and fish habitat, among other areas. Work is

peer-reviewed for scientific integrity.

• help find solutions by providing expert technical advice,
using the best available information.

Central objectives are to support front-line clients and

partner with other science cooperators to address cur rent

forest resource management issues and anticipate future

challenges. 

• maintain long-term research to provide time-tested
information in support of sustainable forest ecosystem
management.

The program has maintained some experiments for nearly

75 years, and it will continue to provide the long-term

scientific research commitment that is expected of the

Ministry of Forests. 

• a re re s p o n s i ve to the need for quick solutions to urgent
p ro b l e m s .

Program staff work closely with clients, to understand client

information needs and respond quickly to help provide

effective solutions. 

•Growth and yield research develops and calibrates models of fores t

growth and yield under various management regimes, for use in

silviculture decision-making and timber supply analysis.

•Ecology research results guide the management of forest resources to

support integrated resource management and help sustain natural

ecosystem processes. 

•Earth sciences research assesses the impact of forest practices on natural

processes and helps design management solutions to achieve sustainable

integrated resource management.

•Forest genetics research develops faster-growing, insect- and disease-resistant

trees, as it studies and conserves the wide genetic diversity of B.C.’s native

tree species. 

Extension and communications transfers the best available research information

quickly and effectively to clients and partners. 
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