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B.C. SFM CERTIFICATION UP SHARPLY
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On June 16, Rich Coleman was
appointed British Columbia’s
Minister of Forests and Range.

A member of the provincial
legislature since 1996, Coleman 
represents an area east of
Vancouver and was most recently 
B.C.’s minister of public safety and 
solicitor general.

The Balance invited the Minister
to talk about his new portfolio.

MESSAGE FROM RICH COLEMAN, B.C. MINISTER OF FORESTS AND RANGE

As a member of the provincial cabinet since 2001, I have supported 
many decisions that have led to some important, and necessary, changes 
to strengthen British Columbia’s forest economy. I am honoured to be 
Minister of Forests and Range as these changes occur.

British Columbia is a world leader in delivering high-quality, diverse forest 
products from well-managed, productive forests to customers around the 
world. The changes we are implementing will make our performance even 
better, yielding benefits at home and abroad.

For example, one of our government’s goals is to lead the world in 
sustainable environmental management, with the best air and water 
quality, and the best fisheries management. We already have a strong 
foundation in forest management. A recent independent study found 
that our province has some of the most stringent forest sustainability 
requirements in the world. By the end of 2006, our new results-based 
Forest and Range Practices Act will have replaced the Forest Practices 
Code, maintaining our high level of environmental protection in a way 
that encourages and supports innovation.

OTTAWA – The area certified to voluntary independent forest certification 
standards in British Columbia has increased substantially, reaching almost 
42 million hectares (104 million acres) by fall 2005.  B.C. almost doubled 
its certified area in just one year. On a global scale, only Canada has more 
certified lands, with a total of 113.2 million hectares (almost 280 mil-
lion acres), including the area certified in B.C. About half of the allowable 
annual harvest in B.C. comes from forest operations that are voluntarily 
certified to third-party sustainable forest management programs: 

Voluntary third-party certification complements B.C.’s comprehensive
forest management laws, and gives customers added assurance that forests 
are managed in a way that promotes environmental, social and economic 
sustainability. 

Through our comprehensive Forestry Revitalization Plan, we continue 
to strengthen the most important industry in British Columbia. We are 
reallocating some of the long-term logging rights held by the largest forest 
companies to open up opportunities for new entrepreneurs, First Nations 
and value-added manufacturers. 
    Continued on page 2

By September 2005, B.C. had lands certified to three programs, all of which 
provide assurance of well-managed forests that promote sustainability, 
including:

 23.5 million hectares (58 million aces) certified to the Canadian
 Standards Association’s Sustainable Forest Management Standard;

 18.4 million hectares (45.5 million acres) to the Sustainable
 Forestry Initiative, and 

 176,000 hectares (435,000 acres) to the Forest Stewardship Council. 

Recent increases include close to 12 million hectares (almost 30 million 
acres) in northeast B.C. certified by Canfor Corporation and BC Timber Sales 
to the CSA program. As a result, almost the entire boreal region in B.C. is 
certified. 

   More information about forest certification in B.C. is available at:
   www.bcforestinformation.com/PDFs/FSA-046-E.pdf
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         Continued from front page

Since September 2002, my ministry has signed agreements with almost 
100 First Nations to provide access to close to 15 million cubic metres 
of timber and share forestry revenues of more than $105 million. We 
introduced a market-based pricing system for the coast industry, and 
are making more timber available on the open and competitive market 
through BC Timber Sales.

I have always been impressed by the ability of our comprehensive, 
community-based land use planning to bring together people with 
different views so they can develop a shared vision for the use of our 
public lands and resources. Once processes currently underway are 
completed, we will have plans for 85 per cent of our public land base, 
including innovative planning processes along the Pacific Coast, which 
we expect will be completed this fall.  

As well as responding to the many opportunities before us, we must 
respond to some challenges. After a difficult wildfire season in 2003, 
we improved our ability to deal with fires that threaten communities. 
I am confident we are on the right track in dealing with the mountain 
pine beetle infestation in the Interior, and am encouraged by the forest 
industry’s investment and innovation in that region.

Like all British Columbians, I am keenly aware of the importance of 
our forests and our forest industry to our province and its economy. 
Since becoming minister, I have become even more aware of the global 
significance of our forests. 

I look forward to my role in ensuring that we continue to deliver the 
highest-quality forest products from well-managed forests.

WEST FRASER CELEBRATES 50 YEARS

West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd. was founded in 1955 when three brothers, 
Sam, Bill and Pete Ketcham (pictured above from left), pooled their 
resources to buy a small planing mill in Quesnel, B.C. From its modest 
roots, today’s West Fraser operates more than 30 mills across Western 
Canada and the southern United States, and employs 7,300 people. West 
Fraser is the third-largest lumber producer in North America and Canada’s 
largest producer of plywood.

MINISTRY SPEEDS UP EVALUATION

VICTORIA – British Columbia’s Ministry of Environment is speeding up its 
evaluation of rare-ecosystem protection on the east coast of Vancouver 
Island in response to a recent report from the independent Forest 
Practices Board.
 
Because there is so little public land in the Coastal Douglas-fir ecosystem 
on southeast Vancouver Island, the board called for a halt to logging 
approvals on that land until site assessments for endangered plant 
communities are done on proposed cutblocks.

The Coastal Douglas-fir zone is the smallest of 14 biogeoclimatic zones 
in British Columbia, and also one of the most heavily developed. Its mild 
climate makes it home to endangered plant communities, some of them 
found nowhere else in Canada.

“This small land base has a strong potential for endangered plant 
community occurrences,” board chair Bruce Fraser said. “The board found 
there is currently no effective mechanism in place to adequately conserve 
red-listed plant communities on Crown forest lands in this area.”

Environment Minister Barry Penner said his ministry would complete the 
evaluation report that is underway as quickly as possible so it can protect 
important habitat features on public land and negotiate co-operative 
arrangements with private landowners.

   More information about B.C.’s Biogeoclimatic Ecosystem Classification
   system, including the Coastal Douglas-fir zone, is available at:
   www.bcforestinformation.com/PDFs/FSA-018-E.pdf

Photo: West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd.
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CREATING NEW FORESTS

Japan’s Mitsui Home Co. Ltd. awarded 18 of its top performers with a 
trip to the Interior of British Columbia where they saw how the forests 
their business relies on are managed. They even pitched in by planting 
nearly 3000 seedlings over two days near Quesnel and Prince George. 
This summer, the BC Market Outreach Network hosted forestry tours for 
customers and media from Japan, Germany, the United Kingdom and the 
United States.

FII INVESTS IN FOREST PRODUCTS
AND MARKETS

PRINCE GEORGE – Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd. will invest $8.4 
million this year to expand international markets for British Columbia’s 
forest products.

FII, a Crown corporation of the B.C. government, will share project costs 
with the Government of Canada and forestry associations representing 
individual firms, bringing the total value to more than $20 million. 
 
Among other things, FII will support projects that introduce a broader 
range of coastal wood products, such as kiln-dried wood, into the 
Japanese post-and-beam housing sector, promote the use of wood against 
competing building products in the United States and support research 
into the structural properties of mountain pine beetle wood during 
different stages of attack. 

PEFC ENDORSES CSA
SUSTAINABLE FOREST 

MANAGEMENT STANDARD

TORONTO – The Council of the Programme for the Endorsement 
of Forest Certification schemes has endorsed the Canadian 
Standards Association’s Sustainable Forest Management Standard 
and related documents, used by certification organizations, after a 
detailed independent assessment.

“The PEFC logo is a clear sign that the forest management 
standard developed by CSA is in compliance with the principles of 
sustainability,” said Peter Johnson, manager of CSA International’s 
Forest Products Group. 

The CSA standard became the 18th national program to attain 
PEFC’s international endorsement for credible forest management 
practices. PEFC-endorsed programs now account for more than 
100 million hectares (almost 250 million acres) of certified lands 
in North and South America, Australia and Europe.

The endorsement, announced in March, followed a year-long 
process in which an independent consultant assessed the program 
and found it to be in compliance with the stringent international 
PEFC Council requirements. The assessment included a public 
consultation period, and both the comments received and the 
consultant’s report are posted at:

   www.pefc.org/internet/resources/5_1185_1168 file.1210.pdf

Certification to the CSA standard requires a continual improvement 
approach, public participation, practical demonstration of 
sustainable forest management practices and management 
commitment. 

PEFC is the world’s largest forest certification umbrella 
organization. A non-profit, non-governmental organization, it 
supports sustainable forest management globally through the 
assessment and endorsement of national forest management 
schemes.

British Columbia, with almost 42 million hectares (104 million 
acres) of certified lands is second only to Canada.

British Columbia has more certified

lands than any other jurisdiction

except Canada. Canada’s total of 113.2 

million hectares (almost 280 million acres)

includes the area certified in B.C.
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VICTORIA – An independent audit of logging activities on north-central 
Vancouver Island found that forest companies did a good job of protecting 
scenery along cruise ship routes and major highway corridors.

The audit was designed to measure whether forest companies are meeting 
government objectives to limit the visual impact of logging on scenic 
landscapes in key recreation and tourism corridors. It sampled scenic areas 
in the northeast portion of the Campbell River Forest District harvested 
from January 2002 to August 2004.

 “We found that forest companies have been diligent in reducing the 
visual impacts of logging activities in important scenic areas,” said Bruce 
Fraser, chair of the Forest Practices Board, which reports publicly on how 

VANCOUVER – The Forest Products Association of Canada (FPAC) was 
among industry associations from 43 countries that recently called for 
strong action against illegal logging and an expansion of independent 
forest certification.  

“We need to move even more quickly to stop illegal logging and expand 
certification,” said Avrim Lazar, president and CEO of FPAC and chairman 
of the International Council of Forest and Paper Associations (ICFPA). 
“Stronger, more co-ordinated action by industry, governments and civil 
society groups against illegal logging will yield real dividends from a 
social, economic and environmental sustainability perspective over the 
coming decade.”

The announcement by the international council followed the Global Forest 
and Paper Summit 2005, convened by FPAC and attended by more than 
700 delegates, including industry leaders, government representatives, 
civil society groups and other key industry stakeholders.

“Not only does illegal logging degrade the environment, for both 
developing and industrialized nations, it results in a loss of revenues 
impacting economic growth, and robs local communities, especially 
in developing nations, of essential funds for health care, sanitation 
and education,” said Teresa Presas, president of the Confederation of 
European Paper Industries.

The industry leaders also committed to a global expansion of voluntary, 
third-party certification of sustainable forest management practices. 
Currently 90 per cent of the world’s certified forests are in industrialized 
nations and their certification results from actions undertaken by the 
private sector. Canada has more certified lands than any other country. 

well industry and government are meeting the intent of B.C.’s forest 
legislation.

   A BC Market Outreach Network fact sheet
   ( www.bcforestinformation.com/PDFs/FSA-035-E.pdf)
   has more information about how B.C. manages it natural beauty. 

Photo below: A TimberWest harvest area on the northeast corner of 
Hardwicke Island in the Campbell River Forest District, across from the 
Forward Harbour Protected Area. It is an example of how forest activities 
can be designed and carried out to reduce the impact on scenery. Under 
B.C. law, forest management activities in visually important areas must 
address scenic values.

BOARD GIVES HIGH MARKS FOR MANAGING SCENERY

INDUSTRY LEADERS CONDEMN ILLEGAL LOGGING

Photo: B.C. Ministry of Forests and Range



VICTORIA – Since December 2004, the British Columbia government has 
designated nearly two million hectares (close to five million acres) for 
habitat protection to benefit wildlife and species at risk.

The government, working with the forest industry under the Forest and 
Range Practices Act, created 612,050 hectares (about 1.5 million acres) 
of wildlife habitat areas where foresters and ranchers must use specific 
management practices to avoid harming wildlife and plant habitat. 
This will significantly increase habitat protection for marbled murrelet, 
northern and mountain caribou and other species at risk.
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B.C.’s forest practices 

legislation requires that 

long before logging or 

range activities begin 

on public land, resource 

managers must consider and 

accommodate habitat needs 

to support healthy wildlife 

populations.

B.C. DESIGNATES HABITAT AREAS

In addition, the province identified more than 1.4 million hectares of 
wilderness as winter range to provide ungulates such as Roosevelt elk, 
mountain goat and deer with shelter from heavy snow and access to 
winter food sources.

B.C. now has a total of 660,769 hectares of wildlife habitat areas and close 
to 2.3 million hectares of ungulate winter range.

   For information about how B.C. protects wildlife species that
   are at risk, see
   www.bcforestinformation.com/PDFs/FSA-043-E.pdf

Photo: B.C. Ministry of Forests and Range

ENFORCING B.C.'s FOREST LAWS

In British Columbia, compliance and enforcement staff enforce forest 
management laws and combat forest crimes. Officials conduct about 
16,000 inspections a year to assess compliance with forest laws.
 
While illegal logging is extremely rare in B.C., the cases that are discovered 
are investigated thoroughly and those who are convicted face tough 
penalties.  The photo on the left shows a compliance and enforcement 
forester counting growth rings on a large stump as part of an investigation 
into a recent case where a marine log salvor was fined for two cases 
of unauthorized harvest and removal of Crown timber. The tree was 
approximately 550 years old and more than two metres (6.5 feet) in 
diameter.

Photo: Cory Legebokow
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VICTORIA – The 2004/05 annual report of Forest Practices Board looks at 
how the independent watchdog’s role has evolved to stay in step with 
changes in British Columbia’s forestry laws.

“Now in its 11th year of operation, the board is well into making the tran-
sition from assessing compliance with a prescriptive Forest Practices Code 
to measuring the effectiveness of forest practices under the new Forest 
and Range Practices Act,” says board chair Bruce Fraser.

“In 2004/2005, the board tested criteria and indicators to measure the 
effectiveness of forest practices at protecting key forest values, such as 
streams. These pilots will pave the way for future board work to assess the 
results of ecosystem-based management, and other emerging practices, as 
they are developed and integrated into forest stewardship plans.” 

In 2004/05, the prevailing finding in board reports is that there is a high 
level of compliance with forest legislation by both forest companies and 
government. The board was involved in a number of high-profile issues, 
including integration of non-timber forest products into forest planning 
and practices; management of the mountain pine beetle epidemic and the 
rehabilitation of damage from fighting forest fires.

It also addressed public concerns about threatened species in reports on 
mountain caribou, marbled murrelets and mountain goats. “The reports we 
issued in the past year have illustrated our even-handed approach – giving 
praise when earned and equally criticizing and recommending improve-
ment when warranted,” Fraser said. 

The board plans to release reports this year that address management of 
forest health, fuels and wildfire, and the implications for long-term eco-

VANCOUVER – Students will soon be learning about the mountain 
pine beetle epidemic in British Columbia as part of their Grade 4 
to 7 science studies. 

The B.C. Ministry of Education has formally accepted materials the 
BC Market Outreach Network and the Council of Forest Industries 
prepared so teachers can base lessons on the infestation and its 
impact on local communities.

The Network has also installed interpretative signs along major 
travel corridors in B.C.’s Interior to inform visitors that the 
infestation they are seeing is natural, and to explain how B.C. is 
responding.

   More information on the mountain pine beetle can be found
   on the Network’s website at:
   www.bcforestinformation.com/PDFs/FSA-042-E.pdf

RESEARCH STRENGTHENS B.C. FOREST 
STEWARDSHIP

VICTORIA – British Columbia is investing $8.3 million in research under the 
Forest Investment Account’s Forest Science Program to keep B.C. a world 
leader in sustainable forest management.

“We are committed to responsible forest stewardship in B.C.,” Forests 
and Range Minister Rich Coleman said in announcing the funding. “These 
funds will enable researchers and scientists to work on 127 projects, so 
future generations can enjoy the benefits of our forests.”

                                   Continued on next page

system health, management of landslides and the current status of road 
access management planning Other projects will look at the continued 
success in achieving free-growing stands, the effects of forest practices on 
community water supply and timber harvesting in the non-contributing 
land base.

The Forest Practices Board was established in 1995 to report directly to 
the public about how well government and industry in B.C. are complying 
with forest legislation. “Our task is to provide the public with an objective 
and independent assessment of the state of forest practices in the prov-
ince, and to contribute to the ongoing improvement and sustainability of 
those practices,” Fraser said.

   More information about the board is available at:
   www.fpb.gov.bc.ca/

INDEPENDENT BOARD CELEBRATES 10 YEARS

STUDENTS AND TRAVELLERS LEARN ABOUT BEETLE EPIDEMIC



SUMO WRESTLER LEADS MEDIA TOUR Retired sumo wrestler Mai-no-Umi recently led a delegation of Japanese 
media on a tour organized by the Coast Forest Products Association to 
show them British Columbia hemlock (Canada Tsuga) harvesting practices 
and manufacturing processes. Mai-no-Umi, who promotes hemlock in 
Japan, was once considered too small to make the pro ranks of sumo but 
his strength, technique and determination took him to the maximum high 
rank of Komusubi.
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VERIZON HONOURS B.C.’S LARGEST 
PAPER MAKER

VANCOUVER – Verizon Communications, the largest directory publisher in 
North America, has named NorskeCanada, now known as Catalyst Paper 
Corporation, as its paper supplier of the year. 

Verizon, which buys 80,000 tonnes of paper from Catalyst annually, 
judges its suppliers on delivery, customer service, documentation and 
product and service value. Len Melville, Catalyst’s directory sales director, 
said that the fact Verizon is such a big customer does not make it any 
easier to be the top supplier. “The more you sell, the harder you have to 
strive for perfection because there are many more opportunities to make 
mistakes.” 

Catalyst’s customer support also goes beyond service to address envi-
ronmental performance. “With our independent chain-of-custody system, 
we can assure customers that certain paper products from our Port 
Alberni, Powell River and Elk Falls divisions are made from fibre that is 
100 per cent certified,” said Lyn Brown, vice president, corporate affairs 
and social responsibility. “It is just one more way we demonstrate our 
company’s values and link them with those of our customers and environ-
mental partners.”

          Continued from previous page

In 2005/06, a total of 21 organizations, including universities and 
research institutes, natural resource consultants, forest companies and 
government agencies, will conduct projects to advance sustainable forest 
management, including research related to the mountain pine beetle 
infestation, wildfire, fish and wildlife habitat and improved silvicultural 
strategies.

The FIA Forest Science Program is also providing $1.25 million to the 
Forest Research Extension Partnership (FORREX) to ensure the results of 
the funded research are made available to natural resource managers, 
including professional foresters and biologists.

“We believe the results of the FIA Forest Science Program research 
and extension activities will play an important role in dealing with 
critical issues such as the mountain pine beetle epidemic and advancing 
sustainable forest management across the province,” says Bill Bourgeois, 
chair of the program’s advisory board.

Since 2002, the FIA Forest Science Program has provided about $48 
million in research funding. FIA recently announced a general call for 
proposals 2006-07 for research.

   Further information is available at: www.fia-fsp.ca

Photo: Coast Forest Products Association
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FOREST briefs

NORSKECANADA NOW KNOWN AS 
CATALYST PAPER CORPORATION
VANCOUVER – NorskeCanada, one of North America’s largest producers 
of groundwood printing papers, has changed its name to Catalyst Paper 
Corporation. President and CEO Russell Horner said the new name 
will clear up any lingering confusion about the independent Canadian 
company. “We sell pulp and paper products worldwide from our base 
in British Columbia, and it is time we were known by a name that is 
distinctly our own. We appreciate our relationship with Norske Skog 
who is supportive of this change, and will continue to bring value to the 
company through board input.” 

CANFOR PLANS DISTRIBUTION
CENTRE
 
VANCOUVER – Canadian Forest Products will build a new international 
distribution centre just south of Vancouver to service the Japanese 
and other Asia-Pacific markets. The Canfor International Distribution 
Centre in Richmond on the south arm of the Fraser River will be the 
Lower Mainland’s largest covered lumber re-load facility, with the 
capacity to accommodate 20 million board feet of lumber. It is part of 
Canfor’s Asia-Pacific strategy to increase market share and profitability 
by working with customers to meet their needs and by identifying and 
developing growing markets. 

WEST FRASER BUILDS NEW MILL
VANCOUVER – West Fraser Timber Co. Ltd. is expanding its Quesnel 
administrative office and building a new sawmill, expected to 
begin operation in summer 2006. The new three-line mill, with an 
annual capacity of 500 million board-feet, will use the most modern 
technology, improving productivity, timber recovery and emissions. It 
will replace the existing Brownmiller Road sawmill.

 

HARA HEADS ASIA-PACIFIC TRADE 
COUNCIL
VANCOUVER – Arthur Hara, retired chair of Mitsubishi Canada, has been 
named chair of British Columbia’s Asia-Pacific Trade Council, which will 
advise the government on where and how best to target its resources. 
Premier Gordon Campbell announced the creation of the council as part 
of B.C.’s Asia-Pacific Gateway Strategy, saying the province’s location, 
research capacity, and transportation and trade infrastructure give it a 
strategic advantage over other Canadian provinces.

 

PORT EXPANSION PLANNED
VANCOUVER – The Canadian and B.C. governments plan to invest $60 
million in the Port of Prince Rupert to ensure Canada’s West Coast 
becomes a major gateway for trans-Pacific trade, investment and tourism. 
The investments, which include creation of a container terminal, will 
support Canada’s competitive position in Asia by enhancing trade and 
investment. Prince Rupert is closer to Asia-Pacific than any other North 
American port.

 

LAND USE CHANGES HELP CARIBOU
NELSON – The B.C. government has approved land use changes to protect 
sensitive areas of mountain caribou habitat in southeast B.C. Land use 
plan variances will improve mapping and forest management and adopt 
new science and research to protect mountain caribou management in 
the Kootenays region. They will also help to maintain existing herds while 
recovery options are being developed and provide management direction 
for biodiversity, scenic areas and grizzly bear. Mountain caribou, which 
live in old-growth forests in B.C.’s Interior, are classified as threatened 
under Canada’s Species at Risk Act.

The Balance is produced regularly by Forestry Innovation Investment Ltd. 
and the BC Market Outreach Network. 

If you have an idea for a story you would like to submit, contact us at 
info@bcmon.ca 

For more information about B.C. forest practices and products, visit our websites at 
www.bcforestinformation.com
and www.bcforestproducts.com


