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Case Studies

� What type of management will be 
necessary to maintain habitat integrity?  
(Avoidance / Retention)

� Timing development activities to avoid 
critical periods such as breeding

� What future monitoring may be required?
� Other management recommendations
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Road development planning to access a proposed forest cutblock. A 
short-eared owl is observed during a field reconnaissance for the proposed 
road development through open range.  Describe your course of 
management action should you proceed with the road development. What 
future monitoring or management may be required?  What other SAR might 
be found in this area? 
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Road development planning to access a proposed forest cutblock. A 
short-eared owl is observed during a field reconnaissance for the proposed 
road development through open range.  Describe your course of 
management action should you proceed with the road development. What 
future monitoring or management may be required?  What other SAR might 
be found in this area? 
� Monitor to determine if it is an active breeding site
� In an active breeding site no road development should occur from April to September.
� Avoid developing the road over the breeding site.
� Re-seed disturbed areas to prevent establishment of invasive plants and continue monitoring.
� Do not use pesticides or herbicides in the area
� Monitor grazing activities.  Consider the influence of your activities on livestock grazing in the area.  
� Continue monitoring during the spring and early summer for return of the short-eared owl.  The short 

eared owl does not tend to have strong site fidelity, its return could signify a special area.
� In the event the owl has returned, you may limit or discontinue the use of the road during the 

breeding/rearing season.
� In the event that owl returns or is used by more than one owl a Wildlife Habitat Area of 5 – 10 ha) could 

be established by MoE 
� Other species you may expect include: the Swainson’s Hawk, Peregrine Falcon, Upland sandpiper
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A proposed cutblock is being developed in the BWBS.  The cutblock has a 
small 2 ha wetland.  The wetland has dense emergent vegetation. What 
potential SAR may find suitable habitat in wetland?  What management should 
be implemented for the 2 ha wetland?  During block lay-out in May a Sandhill 
Crane nest is recorded and confirmed.  As a result of the nest, what additional 
management may be required?
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A proposed cutblock is being developed in the BWBS.  The cutblock has a 
small 2 ha wetland.  The wetland has dense emergent vegetation. What 
potential SAR may find suitable habitat in wetland?  What management should 
be implemented for the 2 ha wetland?  During block lay-out in May a Sandhill 
Crane nest is recorded and confirmed.  As a result of the nest, what additional 
management may be required?

� Nelson’s sharp-tailed sparrow, Yellow Rail
� Establish a 40 m-wide riparian reserve and a 100 m-wide riparian 

management zone
� Delay harvesting until after September and complete harvesting prior to 

April

� Monitor grazing activity in the area to prevent trampling of the wetland

� Do not use herbicide or pesticides in the block.
� The Sandhill Crane does show strong site fidelity, therefore monitor the site 

during future breeding seasons to ensure that future activities (ie 
mechanical site prep) are timed to avoid nesting/rearing period.
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While driving out to monitor the Sandhill Crane location you notice a unique 
insect wing on the windshield.  The wing is light grey with orange spots lining 
the outside of the wing.  Getting out of the truck you notice several more on the 
grill and bumper.  Describe your course of action….What types of management 
may be incorporated should the invertebrate be a species at risk?
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While driving out to monitor the Sandhill Crane location you notice a unique 
insect wing on the windshield.  The wing is light grey with orange spots lining 
the outside of the wing.  Getting out of the truck you notice several more on the 
grill and bumper.  Describe your course of action….What types of management 
may be incorporated should the invertebrate be a species at risk?

� Collect sample to have an expert confirm species
� Potential SAR: Coral Hairstreak
� Create buffers around areas know to be used by the 

species.
� Maintain the integrity of wetlands and aquatic habitats 

during forest activities.
� Do not use pesticides and herbicides in the area
� Wash the truck
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PEL306 – Case Study

� 2007 Canfor block in Prince George area
� 2 Species at Risk Issues Identified

� FdSxw / Electrified Cat’s-tail Moss
� PlSb / Red-stemmed Feathermoss

� Submitted to RPBio  for Conservation 
Assessment
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PEL 306 – Case Study

� FdSxw / Electrified Cat’s-tail Moss 
(SBSdw2/05)

� Office Review
� 1 patch, less than 2ha in size
� Site conditions atypical

� South aspect, gentle slope, vegetation not typical

� Not correct community, no mgmt required
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PEL 306 – Case Study

� PlSb – Red-stemmed Feathermoss 
(SBSdw2/07)

� Office Review
� 5 patches, one element occurrence
� Based on data submitted, field visit 

recommended



13

Stand 1: Mid-Seral, minimal Sb 
in canopy, high mortality
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Stand 2,3,4: Mature, 
mostly zonal, occasional 
pockets of 07 type
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Stand 5 and WTP: Good 
quality Element Occurrence
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Conservation Assessment

Attribute Factor 
Weighting

Factor 
Score

Score EO Rank Rank Value

Condition 4 3 12 B GOOD

Size 3 3 9 B GOOD

Landscape 
Context

2 3 6 B GOOD

Conservation 
Value

N/A N/A 3.0 B GOOD
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Recommendation
� Stand 5 removed from 

harvesting area
� Add to WTP
� No additional buffer 

required
� Connectivity 

maintained to eastern 
wetlands through 
previous exclusions


