
Forest Servic
Volume 6, Number 11 • A Newsletter for Ministry of For sts

A barge-mounted modified backhoe extracts timber from the

Nechako reservoir.

"Waterworld" takes
forestry to new frontiers
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awarded 1a-year timber sale
licences. They devoted the
summer to preparing for
experimental harvesting
operations this fall.

-_continued on page 6

Two Forest Service representatives
joined a B.C. delegation to the
world's largest environmental
gathering since the 1992 Earth
Summit in Rio.

Vicki Berry, manager of the
international relations unit with
economics and trade branch, and
Candace Kenyon, manager of
international tours with the public
affairs branch, were among B.C.
government representatives at the
IUCN World Conservation
Congress, held October 13 to 23
in Montreal.

The congress approved over 100
motions, defining the direction of
the organization for the coming
years. Of particular interest to B.C.
were motions on forest product
certification, trade and the
environment and the west coast
fishery, as well as a motion urging
the IUCN to support the desig
nation of Clayoquot Sound as a
"biosphere reserve," an area recog
nized for its balance of environ
mental and economic values.

- continued on page 8

Staff anend
IDeN congress

Brinnen reports growing
confidence in both the project's
economic and environmental
viability.

"There were a few skeptics at
first, but more and more people
are becoming believers," he says.

While the timber represents a
valuable contribution to B.C.'s
strained fibre supply, Brinnen says
the project is also designed to
create jobs and clean up the lake.
The reservoir's considerable
recreational potential cannot be
fully realized until the submerged
trees - and the hazard they
represent - are removed.

Earlier this year, two new
companies - partnerships
between Canfor and Fibrecon
and the Cheslatta Band - were

O
ne of the most
intrig~ing logging
operatIons ever

undertaken in B.C. - or perhaps
the world - is underway in the
Prince Rupert forest region.

Code-named "Waterworld," the
project entails the recovery of 6.5
million cubic metres of timber
that, since 1952, have been
submerged in the Nechako
reservoir. But unlike Kevin
Costner's box office bomb,
project proponents are confident
their Waterworld will succeed.

"A lot of people are staking their
reputations on this," says Bill
Brinnen, who is heading up the
project for the Forest Service.

Following the first seas~n of data
collection and preparatory work,

Please distribute to all employees at their workstations



Lower Mainland PAS
brings certainty

Vegetation Inventory Officer Matt Makar had a surprise when he

returned to his desk in the Prince George regional office after

Hallowe'en, thanks to co-workers Diana Spelay, Jennifer Pollard and

Loretta Pedersen. (Jell Elder photo.)

Strategic Planner Len Leroux.

"Obviously we lost some operating

area, but it makes our job way easier

to plan with certainty."

Squamish Operations Manager Shane

Berg shared Leroux's reaction.

Although new protected areas

represent seven per cent of the
district's land base, "a much larger

area was tied up during the process,"

Berg said. "The PAS announcement

represents a very positive measure on

behalf of both industry and environ

mentalists to come to a common

understanding. "

Sunshine Coast forest district

manager Greg Hemphill noted the

PAS marks the first step towards

identifYing integrated resource

management objectives for the

remaining forest land base.

Land and resource management plans

will be undertaken in all three

districts. Squamish forest district is

scheduled to begin an LRMP next

spring. Dates for Chilliwack and

Sunshine Coast districts have yet to

be determined.

the land base in Squamish, 20 per

cent in Chilliwack and three per cent

in the Sunshine Coast.

Vancouver forest region Planning

Manager Gary Sutherland noted that

timber supply impacts of the new

protected areas were accepted by the

forest industry and labor.

"The impacts weren't as large as they

could have been," he said, explaining

new protected areas include both

alpine regions and productive valleys.

"There was considerable negotiation

to balance social and economic needs."

That came as good news to district

staff, but even more welcome was the

end of the PAS planning process.

When it began over a year ago, the

process effectively put a moratorium

on operations in large areas of

forested land. That left staff and

licensees in a "log-around" mode.

"We're happy to see the end of it,"

said Chilliwack forest district

Watershed conference

T
he October 28 protected

areas strategy for the

Lower Mainland was

greeted with a sigh of relief from the

three forest districts affected.

The PAS, which encompasses the

Chilliwack, Sunshine Coast and

Squamish forest districts, sets aside a

total of 136,800 hectares - or 3.4

per cent of the land base 

containing some of B.C.'s most

outstanding natural features. The new

designations bring total protected

area in the Lower Mainland to 14 per

cent of the land base, two per cent

higher than the province-wide target.

However, the total varies greatly

among the districts: 22 per cent of

17 and 18.

A conference on the watershed

restoration program (WRP) will

be held in Penticton on January

Produced by The WestLand

Television Series, the

conference will focus on the

WRP and its objectives, benefits

and techniques. In addition to

presentations, workshops will

examine road deactivation, and

For more information, phone

controlling water flow and fish

habitat.

(250) 366-4278 or write to

Darlene Collins, Box 1090,

Kaslo, B.C., VOG 1MO.
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Cariboo forester donates marrow
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Submitted by Erin Edwards,
communications assistant,

Cariboo forest region.

against smaller producers. The
costs of certification are to be
carried by the applicant.

"We view certification as one of
many potentially useful tools to
promote sustainable forest
management, and have worked
with other governments across
Canada to ensure that this
market-driven instrument will
complement the land use
planning and legislative standards
that form the broader public
policy objectives set by
governments," said den Hertog.

- continued on page 6

and transplanted into the recip
ient the same day.

Trigg found the procedure, which
involved making two holes in the
skin above his buttocks and
drawing marrow from his pelvic
bone, was easier and less painful
then he expected.

"It was gratifYing to have an
opportunity to give someone a
second chance at life," he says.

to the Forest Service, referred to
the next several months as a "wait
and see period."

The CSA SFM system will
depend on the market's demand
and on individual forest
companies' willingness to pay for
the process of registration and
certification. The government has
stated that certification must
clearly remain a voluntary
instrument, and not discriminate

A Cariboo
forest region
major tenure
forester's selfless
act has given
another
individual a
new chance at
life.

In late October,
Dirk Trigg
donated bone
marrow for

Trigg: "It's part of my general philosophy."
transplant into a
46-year-old
man with myelodysplasia, a
condition often referred to as
pre-Ieukemia.

"It's part of my general
philosophy," explains Trigg. "If
you want to be able to expect help
when you or your family needs it,
you have to be willing to offer
help when it's required of you."

He had added his name to the
Red Cross donors registry in
1991. Last March he learned he
was a match for the man. Trigg's
marrow was taken October 25,

CSA introduces forestry
certification

T
he Canadian
Standards Association
has introduced a new

certification system that will
constitute a sustainable forestry
"stamp of approval" for registered
operations.

The CSA sustainable forest
management (SFM) standard is
designed to ensure that registered
forestry practices manage for
environmental, economic, social
and cultural sustainability.
Criteria for certification include
managing for all six goals of forest
sustainability set by Canada's
forest ministers in 1995:
biodiversity, soil and water
quality, forest productivity, global
environmental health, and
economic and social benefits.

The system requires public
participation in the development
of the applicant's management
plans, and working towards
continuous improvements. To be
registered, operations must be
independently audited.

It will be up to companies to
apply the CSA system, where
appropriate.

Government has given input to

the system, but remains indepen
dent of it. The CSA developed
the SFM certification through a
two-year CSA technical com
mittee, which included industry,
labor, consumer, non-govern
mental, scientific and government
experts. The B.C. government's
input into the committee was
given by Mike Heit, of the
economics and trade branch.

Johanna den Hertog, special
advisor on international relations
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Squamish: The Lower
Mainland's playground..
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.A
s the "playground" for 1.8 million
Lower Mainland residents, the
Squamish forest district has

experienced a recreation boom.

Every year, millions of visitors flock to the
district, home to the world's hottest ski
destination and a multitude of other world
class recreation features.

"The Squamish district has a unique
relationship with recreation," said Operations
Manager Shane Berg. "We recognize that the
role the district plays in providing recreational
opportunities for the Lower Mainland has a
large impact on the forest industry."

The AAC, announced last January, dropped
from 580,000 to 506,000 cubic metres - a
reduction of 13 per cent. And the recently
announced Lower Mainland Protected Areas
Strategy set aside seven per cent of the
district's land base (see story, page 2), bringing
protected areas to a total of 22 per cent of the
district's land base. .

The impact on timber supply has yet to be
analyzed, but Berg estimates it will be
between two and five per cent.

Despite the potential implications, the PAS
announcement was welcomed by licensees,
who had been operating in a "log-around"
mode pending the decisions.

Managing for such intense recreation
demands makes the district a prime example
of the Forest Service's new role as steward of
all resource values. The pressure - and the
district's best hopes for success - rests
squarely on adequate planning.

A plethora of plans are in various stages of
development, and most will have further
impact on the availability of timber. A spotted
owl habitat management strategy was
expected to be completed in November. As
well, an LRMP is scheduled to begin next
spnng.

Also underway in the district are a number of
"total resource plans" and "local resource use
plans."

International tours
produce results
An American professor of environ

mental policy has adopted a Squamish

forest district planning model as a

case study in effective planning.

Professor Robert Healy, who teaches

at McGiII University and North

Carolina's Duke University, learned of

the district's approach to resource

planning during a tour last summer.

He was among an American

delegation that spent two days in the

district in August. The model, based

on the district's approach to resource

planning in the Whistler recreation

area, balances tourism and recreation

demands with rural processes.

The 10-person American delegation

was one of two tour groups that

visited the district last summer. A

second group from Britain also spent

two days travelling the district and

meeting with local government,

industry, First Nations and

environmental representatives.

Operations Manager Shane Berg said

one of the highlights of the British

tour was an early morning drive up

Blackcomb mountain in search of

bears. The British fascination with

bears, which are not indigenous to

England, was heightened when the

group encountered a sow and two

cubs.

"It really drove home the point of the

success of integrated management,"

said Berg. "There we were on a

developed ski run, watching three

bears feeding next to a stand of

timber that had been commercially

thinned last fall!'



Demand too hot
for hotsprings
The Squamish district's popularity among
recreationists has brought to bear pressures
other than the tension between resource
development and recreation. One of the
district's most popular recreation sites, the

Meager Creek hotsprings, was closed in July,
1995 after testing revealed unacceptably high
coliform counts in the water.

Matters were complicated in August, 1995,
when the Health Ministry discovered that the
hotsprings incorporated human-made pools.

That made them subject to a tome of
regulations, from the need for lockers and
lifeguards to water treatment facilities.

The number ofvehicles visiting the site during a
weekend has increased from a handful to as many
as 100, reported Receptionist Ailsa Siemens.

That translates into about 30,000 bathers a year,

said Recreation Officer Mick McKechnie. Even
since it was officially closed, the hotsprings
draws about 10,000 visitors annually.

To resolve the issue, the district commissioned a
study to garner public opinion. The study posed
three scenarios: return the site to a natural state;

turn it over to the private sector; or spend a
substantial amount of taxpayers' money and
develop the site under Forest Service control.

The first option proved the most popular with
the public. A decision is pending.

In addition to Whistler and Blackcomb

ski resorts, which have become household
names throughout North America, the

Squamish forest district is home to a host
of other world-class recreation sites.

• The Stawamus Chief rock climbing area
is the second highest monolith in the
world, after only the Rock of Gibraltar.

• Howe Sound is quickly gaining on the
Gorge in Oregon as the Pacwc Northwest's

most popular windsurfing area.

• The first annual Cheakamus Challenge,
a mountain bike race held on district trails,

drew over 1,000 competitors from around
the world.

Squamish staff are winners

The happy lottery winners.

What can you buy for $579,491, divided among 13 winning lottery tickets,
and divided again among 25 players on a winning ticket?

Members of the SOOFLA, or Soo forest lottery association, recently found

out, after Jim Gillian, small business silviculture practices officer and
coordinator of the lottery pool, announced the good news. After 14 years of
playing the lottery - and using the same numbers for the past six years 

25 staff at the Squamish forest district were busy planning shopping sprees.

So what are the players doing with their $1,763.05 share? Gillian is taking
his kids to Ontario for Christmas. District Manager Paul Kuster bought a
Nordic track. Forestry Technician Annis Aleck added to his retirement

fund, and Basic Silviculture Officer Doug Bacala paid off his summer trip
to Rome, including the $32 price of two beer. Ailsa Siemens is taking her
husband to Mexico, and Offices Services Clerk Betty Adamson travelled to

Hamilton for her godson's wedding.

Boo
Hallowe'en is full of

weirdness, and the

Squamish forest
district is no
exception. Passing out
treats to visitors and
staff were (1. to r.):

Dareel the Demon
(Operations Manager

Shane Berg), Pippi
Longstocking
(Forestry Technician
Michelle Suter), Harriet Holstein (ReceptionistAilsa Siemens), and

and Gypsy Rose Lee (Billing Clerk Marayne Chapman) .

Photos and stories submitted by Ailsa Siemens.
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Waterworld in calculating stumpage - could
- Continuedfrom page 3

- continued from page 1 not be determined.

"We want to ensure that any "This project is the first of its
certification process in Canada is By any yardstick, the project is huge. kind," he notes. Although salvaging
consistent with the Forest The Nechako reservoir, created by submerged timber is not unusual,
Practices Code, fits within Alcan to power its Kitimat smelter, what make this project unique, and
existing land-use planning and flooded some 50,000 hectares of extremely challenging, is that the
public participation processes, timber in the Lakes, Morice and trees are still standing.
and will give due credit to the Vanderhoof forest districts to depths An entirely new technology, based
relatively high standards that of over 49 metres. on new applications of sonar and
already exist in B.C," she added.

The total volume of timber underwater video, is being
"Certification can give those

targetted for salvage during the developed to gather inventory
companies already taking a

project, from the Lakes and Morice information, assess slope stability,
leading role in sustainable forest

districts, is nearly double the two identifY sensitive and archeological
management an opportunity to

districts' combined AACs. The sites, and monitor licensees'
demonstrate their positive

project is expected to sustain 190 performance.
practices through the SFM

direct jobs - and additional Harvesting operations themselvesregistration and audit system."
service and support employment - pose a whole new set of challenges.

The CSA standard is intended throughout its 10-year duration. During trials to date, some trees·
to help Canadian producers

Despite the complications of were simply winched out by the
demonstrate sustainability and

conducting the harvest underwater, roots. Others were cut using
ensure market global access for

Brinnen says the provisions of the modified barge-mounted backhoes
Canadian forest products.

Forest Practices Code still apply. equipped with underwater saws and
~ Organizations around the world

Never mind that the entire snippers. Scuba divers are beingQJ

Z have been pursuing certification
operation occurs within a riparian dispatched to connect chokers to

QJ of forest management, and the timber, which is then lifted to au zone, the licensees still have to
> labelling of forest products,

prepare development plans and processing barge.
QJ since the "ban and boycott"

logging plans, taking into account As well, Forest Renewal BC fundedV)

movement against tropical
'-' utilization standards, slope stability, development of a remote-controlledV> timber of the 1980s, said denQJ

archeological sites, fish and wildlife submersible outfitted with a snipper....
Hertog. Currently a number of0

habitat, water quality and waste "~

regional (Nordic and "We're in a guinea pig stage,
'" control. Brinnen says. "It is quite evident

..0 Malaysian), environmental
It could have been worse, chuckles that a number of different harvestingE (Forest Stewardship Council,

::l

Silva Forest Foundation and Brinnen: "I gave them a break on systems and techniques need to be
0

silviculture prescriptions and road used to match conditions."U others), and international
"..c (International Organization for assessments. Positive news came from fish and

Standardization [ISO)) efforts The licensees got another break: water quality studies done this

~
at developing certification stumpage for the timber has been summer. "It doesn't appear to be

QJ systems are underway. None yet set at $0.25 per cubic metre, a tiny the problem that some people
..c

have fully completed standards, fraction of $27 to $60 assessed thought," says Brinnen.1-<
or been implemented on a (depending on the type oflicence) With many millions of cubic
broad scale. for land-based operations. metres of timber submerged under
The international relations unit "They were buying a 'pig in the B.C.'s 13 reservoirs - and
can assist any districts that poke'," says Brinnen, explaining no additional millions lying beneath
receive requests for information inventories were available and the surface at old booming grounds
on certification, or where a logging costs - a key component - the project could stimulate an
licensee reports the intent to entirely new sector within B.c.'s
apply for the CSA registration. forest industry.
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forest of fairy tales,
featuring a 7.3-metre
mural by Operations
Manager Bill Pearson.

Coordinated by
Reception/Personnel
Assistant Dolores
Wreggitt, the project
involved several district
staff, who devoted after
hours time to the winning
entry.

Revenue Resource Clerk
Brenda Fleeton said the
district usually tries to
incorporate an
educational component
into the display.

However, with the fantasy theme
of the show, staff abandoned that
tradition in favor of fun and
entertainment. In an adjacent
display, the district featured a
Touch Your Forest kiosk and
brochures.

a mission that involves the entire
Forest Service.

Kenyon says that after the shock
induced by the vastness of the
B.C landscape, most visitors are
overwhelmed by the proficiency
and attitude of Forest Service staff

"The people in the regions and
districts do a phenomenal job,"
she says. "Everyone is impressed by
their expertise, willingness to help
and openness. We couldn't do any
of these tours without them."

The tours work. Kenyan has yet
to receive a negative review from
any of the individuals who have
visited the province this year.

"We should all be proud ofwhat
we're achieving," Kenyan notes.

Jasmin Buelow (I.) and Dolores Wreggitt

with the first place ribbon.

... to be told clearly and categor
ically in the u.K.," Stedman
continues.

In her 10 months with the public
affairs branch, Kenyon has helped
organize 38 different groups, from
nearly every continent on the
globe.

The tours are an invaluable
method to help the world
understand the changes in B.C
forest practices.

"We have to promote the Forest
Practices Code and counter
misinformation," Kenyon says. It's

The Port McNeill forest district
finally got its revenge on a forest
company that for years had
beaten the district in an annual
fall fair exhibitors' competition.

With this year's theme of magic
and fantasy, the district captured
first place for its walk-through

Port McNeill gets its revenge

International tours draw
•rave reviews

.A
remarkable transform
ation happens to many
foreign skeptics once

they tour B.C forestry operations.
They become believers.

"I must confess that I went to
Canada somewhat skeptical,
expecting to hear the party line
from the government. But I came
away with real respect for the
changes underway across the
country and the genuine desire to
do a good job for forestry,
especially in B.C," wrote Claudia
Buck, a writer who was on
assignment for the California
Journal magazine.

For Candace Kenyon, who joined
the public affairs branch last
January to help coordinate and
guide the tours, such reactions are
one of the most rewarding parts of
her job.

She gets rewarded a lot.

"It is unfortunate that the changes
which have taken place in recent
years in British Columbia with
regard to the management of the
forests on a sustainable basis are
not widely known in the u.K."
wrote Peter Stedman, following a
tour with a group of British
architects.

Stedman's opinion matters. As
managing director of a large
British importer of wood prod
ucts, he represents a substantial
foreign market for the B.C forest
industry.

"Interest groups such as
Greenpeace make it their business
to vilifY the Canadian practices ...
I am convinced that the time is
right for the story of the changes



SIRe graduates first class

Sad news for the
Forest Service

T
wo individuals who
joined the Forest
Service as young men

and devoted their working lives to
RC.'s forests passed away recently.

Ralph Robbins and Bill Bishop
both joined the Forest Service in
1950 and worked their way
through the ranks, achieving the

level ofADM the same year and
retiring within five years of each
other.

Robbins signed up in Prince
George and became ADM,
operations in 1978. He was

appointed chief forester in 1984
and retired the following year.
Robbins died on November 10.

After joining the Forest Service in
Nelson, Bishop worked in
Vancouver, Prince Rupert and
Prince George. In 1978 he too
was appointed ADM, timber,
range and recreation, a job he
held until his retirement in 1980.
He died suddenly on October 9.
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IUCN
continued from page 1

The congress also enabled B.C. to
showcase its achievements in
forestry and other aspects of
sustainability to key international
decision-makers.

The IUCN is the world's largest
global alliance in support of
conservation and the sustainable use
of natural resources. It represents a
union of more than 850
government and non-government
organizations. A major player in
international discussions on
sustainable development, the IUCN
is highly respected for its technical
and political credibility.

After three years of study and six intense one-week modules, the first

students have graduated from the Silviculture Institute of B.C!s (SIBC)

''technical module program!'

The graduating class included 11 Forest Service employees. The

program, designed as a mid-career upgrade for forest technologists

and technicians, drew rave reviews from many of the participants.

For more information on the program, contact Candace Parsons of the

SIBC at (604) 224-7800, tax 224-7010 or e-mail claird@unixg.ubc.ca.
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The British Columbia Forest Service News is published on the third Monday of each

month by the public affairs branch.

Mailing Address:

PO Box 9517 Srn Provincial Government
Victoria, British Columbia V8W 9C2
Phone: 387-5255 Fax: 387-8485

Contributions are welcome. Please send your comments, suggestions and contributions to:

Paul Lackhoff, editor, (phone 953-3142, OV PTLACKHO) at public affairs branch or
Ken Kolba (360-2213, fax 382-7631 or Internet kolbacom@islandnet.com).
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