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Project Overview: 
 
The Kamloops and District Woodlot Association (KDWA) consists of thirty-three 
woodlots located in the Kamloops Forest District.  The woodlot licensees each manage 
about 600 ha of crown land in conjunction with their private lands for forest production 
and enhancement.  Each licensee prepares individual management plans and woodlot 
license plans to identify their management strategies. 
 
As part of their management plans, the woodlot licensees address issues such as pest and 
fire risks and management.  Since the 2003 fire-storm the fuel management component of 
the potential wildfire risks has become a high priority.   
 
At the time of harvest, all woodlot licensees contribute additional stumpage money to a 
Forest Investment Account (FIA), where the money is re-distributed to suitable projects 
as identified by the Licensees, the Ministry of Forests and Range, and Price Waterhouse 
Coopers (PwC).  The Kamloops and District Woodlot Association has identified fire and 
pest management as a high priority for this fund, and now have the support of the 
governing agencies.  The licensees would now like to move ahead on prescriptions and 
operational treatments. 
 

Objectives: 
 
The primary objective of the KDWA fuel management program is to identify areas with 
medium-high potential wildfire risks.  The program also identifies a path for funding the 
reduction of fuels.  Implementation of the reduction phase will assist woodlot licensees in 
meeting their individual commitments in their woodlot license plans and management 
plans. 
 
 

Process: 
 
To identify areas with medium-high potential wildfire risks, the KDWA committed funds 
to evaluate the GIS biogeophysical information available for all of the woodlots in 
Kamloops District.   



 
The Thompson Nicola Regional District (TNRD) is the local governing agency for the 
rural parts of Kamloops Forest District.  The Regional District has developed a 
community wildfire protection plan and developed a risk-based polygon database.  This 
information was shared with the woodlot association and the TNRD polygons were 
overlaid on the woodlot database to identify potential treatment areas. 
A total of nineteen woodlots were found to be located at least partially within the 2 km 
radius of the TNRD polygons.   
 
The next step was to field evaluate potential treatment areas so that applications could be 
made through the TNRD for the Union of BC Municipality funding for prescriptions 
development.  Given the large amount of area that overlapped in the data base 
comparisons, it became immediately apparent that this would need to be a multi-year 
project.  
 
The selection of the individual woodlots to be submitted for the first round of 
prescriptions was based on several factors.  These included access, proximity to identified 
TNRD interface polygons and biophysical constraints.   
 
Access issues restricted several woodlots.  This project was completed in March, 2010, 
and therefore snowed in access meant that field reviews and subsequent prescriptions 
could not be performed adequately.   Further, several of the woodlots are not well roaded 
and therefore it would be extremely difficult to move crews and equipment into potential 
treatment areas. Areas with access difficulty were determined to be a lower priority due 
to the limited funding in this program. 
 
A review of the location of the TNRD polygons in relation to the woodlot boundaries 
determined that woodlot proximity to the TNRD polygons carried a high weighting.  In 
areas within 500m to structures or other treated areas the benefits from fuel reductions on 
the woodlot were deemed higher.  The FIA and UBCM funding both require that any fuel 
management operations undertaken with their funding must be within 2 km of the Local 
Government’s area of interest.  While the outer parameter of 2 km from any TNRD 
polygon was mapped, it was determined that there were very few places where treatments 
that far from the structures at risk would be beneficial.   
 
The third factor used to priorize the woodlot treatments was biophysical.  These are the 
timber stand structure requirements identified in the Community Wildfire Protection 
Plan.  This include a combination of GIS data and field reconnaissance for evaluating 
natural risk factors such as fuel type classifications, timber species, slopes, aspect and 
fuel loading.  These factors were used to eliminate non-candidate stands.  So for example, 
deciduous dominated, or high elevation stands were determined to be low risk and not 
measured further.   The prescriptions will identify more of the biological features in 
detail; the goal of this constraint was to provide a coarse filter to reduce eligible stands 
quickly. 
 
 



Treatment Options: 
 
All treatments to be conducted as a result of this review must be consistent with the FIA 
and UBCM requirements, and meet the standards as set out in future prescriptions.  
Woodlot Licensees also have requirements and standards in their individual WLLP and 
management plans.   
 
Specific options selected must be non-obligation treatments only.  Any obligations under 
the woodlot tenure are not eligible for FIA funding, and must be conducted at the 
licensee’s personal expense.  Most licensee plans will have clauses that require that 
timber values be protected.  It should be possible to conduct treatments without 
compromising these values.  Opening up of old trails for use as fire access roads if 
necessary may be a viable option, but if the Ministry of Forests requires a road permit for 
this exercise it will be the responsibility of the individual licensee to obtain the correct 
documentation. 
 
Treatment options should have an emphasis on fuel reduction via treatment opportunities 
supported by FIA funding.  These options include, but are not limited to, pruning, 
spacing, piling and burning.   These options have been referred to First Nations in March, 
2009, and the Kamloops Forest District Manager has confirmed that the information 
sharing was adequate, on December 1, 2009. 
 
 



Results: 

s a result of the preliminary review of the woodlot locations and the TNRD polygons, 

OODLOTS  SCHEDULE_B ‐ Crown land portion only     
d CWPP Polygons   

 
A
the following overlaps were identified: 
 
W
  Overlap areas ‐ Woodlot crown lands an
  (Based on the maximum 2Km buffer)     
           
Woodlot Number  Low (ha)  Moderate (ha)  High (ha)  Very High (ha)   
W0310     352 347     
W0313     19 49     
W0316     290 77     
W0318     251        
W0380  10  220        
W0382       244      
W0385     26 1     
W0386     29 5     
W1595     2   63     
W1596     480 10     
W1597     1        
W1598     487        
W1599        96     
W1600        488     
W1603  202 459         
W1605  408           
W1607     263        
W1608  17  505        
W1609     149128     
W1839     226        
W2008        671 OTAL HA:    T

Grand Total  636 3,999 2 96 71  ,041   67
          
*WL2008 not issued    

unding restrictions make it unfeasible to treat this much area.  It is also doubtful if most 

l 
ll be 

 yet      
 
F
of the areas require treatment.  The UBCM program will support the prescriptions 
development, and 50% of the cost of the treatments.  The woodlot FIA program wil
contribute the remaining 50% of the treatment costs.  The FIA budget is small and wi
the limiting factor for the amount of work undertaken in 2010.   
 



Using the criteria described under Process, several of the accessible woodlots were 
examined in the field.  From that a much scaled down potential prescription list was 
assembled.  The actual treatment area was also scaled down to only the highest risk 
stands.  
 
Woodlot Number  Treatment Unit  Prescription Area 
W0310(1)  1  18.0
WL310(2)  2  4.0
W0386  3  7.2
W1603  4  13.8
W1608  5  13.8
W1609  6  25.9
W1839  7  26.1
Grand Total     108.8
 
The Kamloops and District Woodlot Association is requesting that the Board and 
Directors of the TNRD apply on their behalf for funding for prescriptions from the Union 
of BC Municipalities.    
 

Individual Treatment Unit Summary: 
 
TU 1 
This TU is located along Heffley Creek, on a steep dry-belt fir side slope.  The adjacent 
polygon was rated high by the CWPP.  The boundaries for this treatment were selected to 
tie into adjacent blocks so that the buffer created by this treatment will be more effective.  
The road into this block is covered by a road permit maintained by the licensee so will 
serve as an effective fire access route. 
 

 
 
 
 



TU 2 
This TU is also located along Heffley Creek and immediately adjacent to the structures 
on Little Heffley Lake.  The CWPP polygon itself actually falls within this area.  The 
terrain is steep and is a fir dominated stand.   Some of this area has already been salvage 
harvested, and the boundaries for this treatment were selected to tie into adjacent salvage 
harvested.  The road into this area is covered by a road permit maintained by the licensee 
so will serve as an effective fire access route. 
 

 
 
 
TU 3 
This TU is also located along Heffley Creek, on a southern exposed dry-belt fir side 
slope.  The adjacent polygon was rated high by the CWPP.  The terrain between the 
identified polygon and this area has been selectively harvested.  This area has already 
been pruning under the FIA program, and therefore it is anticipated that treatment here 
may only require slash disposal.  The road into this block is a non-status forestry access 
road. 
 

 
 



 
TU 4 
This area is located near Pinantan Lake.  The proposed treatment area is immediately 
adjacent to several homes - within 10 m in some places.  Several of the homeowners have 
already treated their private property, and this would be an extension up to a small trail 
that could act as a fire access road.  The stand is a dry belt fir, and the slopes are 
moderate to extremely steep at the east end of the proposed treatment area. 
 

 
 
 
TU 5 
This TU is near the Knouff Lake community.  Most of this woodlot was within the 2 km 
radius of the TNRD polygons, either from the Knouff side or the Orchard Lake side.  The 
stand is primarily fir, with some dead pine.  It is steeper near the woodlot boundary, and 
gets flatter further back from the proposed treatment area.  There has been some salvage 
logging here over the last 5 years, which has helped reduce the larger fuels.  There is a 
Highways maintained road through this woodlot that serves as access for both crews and 
fire control. 
 

 



 
 
TU 6 
This woodlot has very limited development along it’s west boundary, but it is very close 
to the Dixon Valley subdivision of Barriere.  This is a prime stucture interface area, with 
most of the residences on small 2-5 ac lots.  The area appears fully developed.  The stand 
is a fir and deciduous mix, and root disease has resulted in a lot of dead large fuels.  
Access is limited and the prescription will review the potential of brushing out of an old 
trail to be used for crew access and for a fire trail.   
 

 
 
TU 7 
This area is located at Paul Lake.  The immediately adjacent stand is part of the 
Kamloops Indian Band Reserve #1, and has already been treated for fuel abatement.  This 
proposal is to extend the treatments into the woodlot.  The stand is also a dry belt fir 
stand on a steep, southerly side slope. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Attachments 
 
 
Overview map 
1:20,000 maps of affected woodlots 
proposed prescription location maps 
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