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WESBOGY  Dawson Creek 
Field Journal 
Fall 2009 

October 30, 2009. 
 

  General 
This season’s assessment was the result of another competitive bid process through  FIA.  Interest in 
the project was much higher this year due to a lack of contract work.  Highland was the lead 
proponent in the end by a very slim margin. 
Effective dates for the assessment are October 11 through October 29.  The plan was to complete 
annual measurements on all replications as well as collect spatial data on the newly thinned Sukunka 
South (SUP 2).  The contract was awarded late September 21st due to funding lag time.  Due to the 
early onslaught of winter we decided not to bring 2 crews, as it was anticipated we would get snowed 
out.  More efficient to snow out 1 crew than 2.  Travel day October 11, was clear and true to nature 
day 1 on the block was -6° with 10cm of snow.  Some other interesting observations were that the 
foliage remained on the trees and much of it still green until October 21, when a big wind blew all 
off.  Traditionally we are here in late September and there is no foliage at all.  Also of note is that the 
aspen have attained sufficient height now to forego the tape method of height measurement, we used 
a vertex to determine heights over 4m. 
 
 

  Sukunka North -  SUP 1 
This is measurement year 8 for this replication.  Due to the amount of snow on the ground it was only 
possible to measure the Aspen.  Once this was complete, we had to move to Sukunka South where 
there was little snow.  We returned back to the North replication on October 26.  The snow had 
melted and we were able to complete the measurements including sub plots.  
The spruce is again a concern here.  Frost damage is both severe and widespread; many terminal buds 
die before they can flush. The spruce in this replication like all others has not been thinned, due to 
concerns about mortality.  Some quick statistics show that of the 744 target spruce, 37 are dead and 
329 have attained less than 5cm CAI in the current growing season.  By most accounts the season was 
long and hot, not a large negative contributing factor to growth.  Almost 50% of the trees are not 
performing well; coincidentally this is very close to the same number of trees which are to be thinned 
out at some point yet to be determined.  I suggest avoiding the thinning for another season to see if 
survivability improves.  A replant of the dead trees is not in our best interest, best to do that at 
thinning time.  There is a number of natural spruce ingress now, and they are surviving the frost 
significantly better than the planted stock.  This replication will require a heavy brushing in the spring 
of 2010.  Embossed rectangular tags were affixed to aspen in plots 13 and 14. 
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  Development  Threat 
Between October 17 and October 26 there has been a major development which will threaten this 
replication.  The Sukunka FSR is to be realigned, and this realignment is routed through the north end 
of the replication.  “Road Centerline annotated ribbon was found crossing through the NW corner of 
1-10 proceeding through the middle of 1-12.  If this location proceeds it will destroy plots 10, 12 and 
15.  It is imperative to have this portion of the road re-located.  The Talisman team leader has been 
advised as well as LP staff to the importance of this occurrence. 
 
 

  Sukunka South -  SUP 2 
This is measurement year 6 for this replication.  The spruce in this replication continues to perform 
well, with many trees achieving 1.3m in height.  The aspen on the other hand are struggling; many 
are small and feared not to survive.  There are some new stems suckering in which may act as 
replacements in the future, so it is still early to project survivability.  Measurements occurred from 
the 17th to the 23rd without much to report.  This is the first assessment after the replication had been 
thinned last fall.  Therefore we were required to perform spatial measurements as well.  This was 
achieved by way of the use of a MAPSTAR compass attached to an IMPULSE laser mounted on a 
tripod.  A magnetic declination of 19° E was used to determine azimuth.  Though the impulse is 
capable of distance measurements most plots are too brushy for it to perform.  The VERTEX 
hypsometer was used for this instead.  All distances are slope distance.  All tagged spruce and aspen 
were mapped, save the sub plot trees. 
 

  To Do List, Spring 2010 
The following table shows tasks to be completed before flush of 2010.  Associated time estimates are 
provided for budget planning purposes. 
 
 

PHASE REPLICATION COST 
Spruce - Aspen measurements Kelly Lake, all 12 days 
Brushing Sukunka North 4 days 
Affix stamped tags All sub plots 2 days 
 TOTAL 18 days 
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