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The need and demand for compatible management of the full range of forest resources continues to 

increase in importance as the value of non-timber forest products (NTFPs) to local communities and to 

the province as a whole becomes more apparent, and the role of NTFPs in maintaining healthy 

community livelihoods become better understood. Compatible management also responds to 

certification requirements and is an integral part of ecosystem based management. 

Non-timber forest products, which refer to all of the botanical and mycological species of the forest 

excluding conventional timber, make important contributions to the livelihoods of both rural and urban 

populations, and both Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal communities. These species are used for cultural, 

subsistence, recreational and market purposes, and therefore access to them is required by 

communities. The practice of intentionally managing the forest to maintain or enhance both timber and 

non-timber values, including NTFPs, is referred to as compatible management (Titus et al. 2004).  

Forestry and other resource professionals generally lack accurate and detailed information for making 

informed decisions about the compatible management of timber and non-timber forest resources (Titus 

et al. 2004). An on-line survey on compatible management activity in British Columbia, developed as 

part of the British Columbia Forest Science Program project, Critical Information for Policy Development 

and Management of Non-Timber Forest Products in British Columbia: Baseline Studies on Economic 

Value and Compatible Management (Y061065), generated almost 300 responses, over 15% of which 

were from major timber licensees. This response signified the interest in, and demand for, better and 

more accessible information on compatible management methods. A key challenge for resource 

managers is that the body of knowledge that currently exists around this topic is generally scattered in 

the literature and among a diverse group of practitioners, is continually and rapidly evolving, and often 

difficult to locate and access.  

 This three-year project developed professional development modules, a comprehensive compatible 

management resource website, and “how-to” guides using compatible management case studies. These 

extension products provide resource managers with the tools they require, and have asked for, to 

incorporate understory species into forest management plans.  

 

Compatible Management Guides 

A series of seven guides were developed as part of a compatible management series. The 
purpose of the guidebook series was to provide a concise overview of the key issues and concerns for 
each topic, and to suggest resources that can aid forest managers to overcome some of the barriers to 
compatible management they have identified.  



The guides are co-published by the CNTR and by the Ministry of Forests and Range, and are available 
through the CNTR compatible management website and through the MoFR Land Management 
Handbook series.   

The series includes: 

Compatible Management of Timber and Pine Mushrooms  

 Shannon Berch and Marty Kranabetter. 2009  

 Abstract: The purpose of this guide is to describe the scientific and technical approach to 

compatible management of pine mushroom and timber. This guide contains a basic 

description of the ecology, distribution and habitat of pine mushroom in British Columbia. 

Four steps toward compatible management of pine mushroom and timber are provided as are 

some recommendations for longer-term management decisions to retain pine mushroom 

production in British Columbia. This guide also provides a list of references relevant to the 

compatible management of pine mushroom and timber. 

 

Managed Access to Non-Timber Forest Products on Private Land and Eligible Tenures  

 Wendy Cocksedge, Emily Keller, Art Mercer and Grace Wang. 2009 

Abstract: This guide discusses the various types of permit systems used to regulate 

commercial access to non-timber forest products (NTFPs) on private or controlled lands. It 

summarizes insights that are emerging from a number of NTFP permit initiatives in operation 

in British Columbia and in other jurisdictions. Although there is currently no permitting system 

for most NTFPs on Crown land in B.C.,  practical  experience shows that some permit systems 

can help meet forest certification requirements, encourage  sustainable NTFP harvest 

practices, support fair and ethical access to NTFPs, and provide input for planning sustainable 

management of timber and non-timber species. 

 

Creating a Regional Profile for Non-Timber Forest Products 
Wendy Cocksedge, Tom Hobby, Kathi Zimmerman, Dan Adamson, Russell Collier and Emily 

Keller. 2009 

Abstract: This guide identifies steps and suggests resources to better understand and enhance 

the NTFP sector in a forest management region. A description of four main elements to develop 

a profile is provided, with each element broken down into practical steps and information 

resources. The guide also provides a logical approach to determining which local NTFPs may 

have the best chance for development success, and provides background on designing and 

conducting local surveys to acquire new information on NTFP development activities.  

 

Non-Timber Forest Product Development in British Columbia’s Community Forests and Small 

Woodlands: Constraints and Potential Solutions  

 Emily Jane Davis. 2009 

Abstract: This guide summarizes opportunities and constraints around incorporating NTFPs 

into management plans, as identified by community forest managers in British Columbia 

through a 2007 survey. The guide briefly describes the experiences and issues that survey 



respondents noted and offers a series of solutions and resources for eight identified 

constraints, to assist future NTFP activity.  Although geared toward Community Forest 

Tenures, this information may be useful for any small tenure holder or private land owner. 

 

What about the Berries? Managing for Understory Species 

 Wendy Cocksedge and Michael Keefer. 2009 

Abstract: This guide provides an In-depth overview of the ecology and use of five understory 

fruit species and their potential for compatible management with timber. The discussions 

around why to incorporate these species in forest management, and considerations when 

incorporating them, are applicable to most NTFP species. This management guide was compiled 

through literature reviews, interviews on land and plant management, and interim results from 

a number of on-going berry projects. Species included are: Saskatoon (Amelanchier alnifolia), 

beaked hazelnut (Corylus cornuta), blackcap (Rubus leucodermis), soapberry (Shepherdia 

canadensis), and black huckleberry (Vaccinium membranaceum). 

NTFPs and Tourism: Opportunities for Income from Compatible Management of Non-Timber 

Products and Services  

 Darcy Mitchell. 2009 

Abstract: This guide discusses how forest owners and managers may be able to generate income 

from joint marketing of non-timber goods and tourism services to local, regional, national and 

international visitors. The guide also discusses whether, and how, non-timber services combined 

with non-timber products may provide a more marketable ‘package’ than products alone and 

further, how forest and other sectors could increase their combined income by joining forces in 

‘complementary’ or ‘territorial’ marketing. 

Understanding Non-Timber Forest Products Activity on the Landbase 

 Gerrard Olivotto. 2009 

Abstract: The purpose of this guide is to provide forest land managers in British Columbia with 

an awareness of the non-timber forest products growing in their forests, and the level of harvest 

activity that may or may not be happening within their landbase. This guide contains a case 

study of NTFP sector activity in the Campbell River area, and an overview of how to identify 

current and potential NTFP use by recognizing harvest signs on the landbase. The guide also 

contains a brief discussion of market opportunities and related socio-economic considerations. 

The guide provides references and website links to information sources related to identifying 

and managing NTFPs in BC.  

 

Professional Development Modules 

Three Professional Development (PD) Modules have been completed over the course of the project. The 

goal of these modules is to provide resource managers, policy makers, economic development officers 

and others interested in issues related to the compatible management of timber and non-timber 



resources with access to educational programming on the topic in a flexible web-based format.  The first 

module – an introduction to the concept of compatible management – is a required prerequisite to the 

second and third modules that address inventory issues and managing access to resources.   

Module 1: An Introduction to Compatible Management of Timber – Non-Timber Resources 

Abstract: This module provides an overview of the diverse range of products covered under the 

heading of ‘non-timber forest product’, introduces the concepts behind compatible 

management, and provides case study examples of compatible management. The module is 

aimed at resource managers, community development specialists, and others with an interest in 

forest management. A key goal of the module is to provide an introduction to some of the key 

information and skills required by those wishing to support the effective management and 

sustainable utilization of non-timber resources. 

 

Module 2: Inventory, Mapping and Compatible Management 

Abstract: The purpose of this module on inventory, mapping and compatible management 

systems is to provide an overview of inventory methods for non-timber forest products, 

describe the role of participatory and community-based inventories and mapping in compatible 

management, and examine several examples of how resource managers and researchers in 

British Columbia are integrating or proposing to integrate NTFP inventory and mapping into land 

and resource planning. The module covers the following topics: 

 Introduction to inventory methods for NTFPs 
 NTFPs and ecosystem-based mapping 
 Participatory and community-based inventory and mapping 
 Tying the threads together: Inventory, mapping, and management 

 

Module 3: Managing Access to Non-Timber Forest Resources and their Markets  

Abstract: The purpose of this module is to provide an overview of available and potential 

methods for managing access to NTFRs. The module will also explore the potential for managing 

access to markets for these products through the use of certification and licensing. The module 

covers the following topics: 

 Overview of Policies and Laws Governing NTFPs in British Columbia 

 Permitting Systems for NTFPs 

 First Nations and Access to NTFPs: A Case Study of Pine Mushroom Management by the 

Nisga’a 

 Managing Market Access: Certification and Licenses 

  

Centre for Non-Timber Resources Compatible Management Website 

The CNTR compatible management website contains information, resources, and publications on a 
broad range of topics relating to non-timber forest products and compatible management, including 
links to various partners, a National Network, and individual organizations and websites.  The website 



will continue to be updated and managed on an on-going basis, and can be accessed at: 
http://cntr.royalroads.ca/cntr.  

 

NTFP and Compatible Management Reference Sources 

There are now two searchable bibliographies available on the CNTR website:  

The On-line NTFP bibliography was adapted from the Institute For Culture and Ecology (IFCAE), and has 
evolved since to hold over 3400 records. This searchable bibliography contains multidisciplinary, 

scholarly and 'grey' literature (that is, from sources other than journal or book sources) 

related to NTFPs, with a global perspective. New records, abstracts, and links are added on 

an on-going basis, both by CNTR and through external submissions directly onto the site 

(with review prior to publication). This bibliography is in the form of an on-line database 

that can be searched by author, title, year, publisher, or keyword.  Search results return a 

full bibliographic reference, and, when available, an abstract as well as a website link for the 

full article. The platform allows for new references to be submitted from website visitors, as 

well as abstracts or web links for current or new references. All submissions are vetted and 

approved internally before publishing to the site. This allows for the bibliography to remain 

as current as possible, and respond directly to user input. This database can be accessed at: 

http://cntr.royalroads.ca/ntfp-bibliography-search  

 The Compatible Management in BC and Pacific Northwest bibliography was developed to 

focus specifically on references related to NTFPs and compatible management with timber 

and other forest values (wildlife, tourism, ecological goods and services, etc.) in BC and the 

Pacific Northwest. This bibliography also contains multidisciplinary, scholarly and 'grey' 

literature.  This bibliography was developed using Refshare software (copyright 2009, as 

part of RefWorks: www.refworks.com), allowing users to search, sort, export, or print 

references according to their requirements. This bibliography will continue to be updated 

and managed on an on-going basis. This database can be accessed at: 

http://cntr.royalroads.ca/ntfp-bibliography/     
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