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Two projects funded by the and by the BC Forest Investment Account’s Forest Sciences 

Program (FIA FSP) have utilized the Q method for studying the values and perceptions of 

land management held by First Nations communities.    

 

1.  Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council  

Under the direction of Ronald Trosper and an advisory committee from the Missinabie 

Cree First Nation, Ontario, Kyle Bateson developed a list of statements from that 

community.  The advisory committee agreed that their list of statements could be 

modified to make a more “generic” list for other First Nations to use if they would like to.  

The following statements could be used for members of a First Nation to express their 

views regarding land management.  Each would be asked to rank the statements, in 

groups, according to how important they are for the person making the sort.  The 

resulting different responses can be compared in order to examine the types of views that 

are present among the membership.  

 

1. Our traditional territory is a potential resource for development to our First 

Nation.  

2. The mining industry should generate a source of revenue to support our First 

Nation. 

3. The logging industry should generate a source of revenue to support our First 

Nation. 

4. The tourism industry should generate a source of revenue to support our First 

Nation. 



5. Partnerships between our First Nation and universities should be developed to 

investigate the natural resources in our traditional territory. 

6. Alternative power sources like micro-hydro projects and wind power should be 

investigated as options for development on our land. 

7. Our territories provide a spiritual connection to our relations. 

8. Our territory is an integral part of our heritage and traditional way of life. It has 

and should continue to provide a means for us to engage in our traditional 

activities. 

9. I would like our territory to be a place for me visit and maintain a tie to my 

heritage. 

10. I want our territory to be a special place of cultural learning and personal 

development. 

11. Our traditional territory is ideal for developing eco-tourism businesses 

opportunities. 

12. Our traditional territory is sacred. 

13. Our First Nation should develop and monitor its own environmental regulations to 

protect fish, plants and wildlife. 

14. Our traditional territory should be a place for families to recreate in. 

15. Development within our traditional territory should be done in an ecologically 

sustainable manner. 

16. Our traditional territory should provide economic growth that will sustain our 

community for future generations. 

17. The lands and waters of our traditional territory should provide a means of living 

from trapping, hunting, fishing, wood cutting, and berry picking. 

18. The lands of our traditional territory need to be preserved. 

19. The traditional territory is a part of my identity. 

20. Logging within our traditional territory should be limited. 

21. Mining within our traditional territory should be limited. 

22. Our traditional territory should provide a place where our First Nation can have a 

community of permanent and seasonal residents who can live and enjoy the area. 

23. The land and waters of our traditional territory should provide economic 

prosperity through the development of non-timber forest products. (for example: 

food, health, decorative, landscape and garden products) for our First Nation. 

24. Business partnerships with forest companies should be encouraged within our 

traditional territory. 

25. Business partnerships with mining companies should be encouraged within our 

traditional territory. 



26. A portion of our traditional territory should be managed as parkland.  

27. Some of the traditional territory should remain pristine and provide for the 

spiritual needs of our community. 

28. I want the land and waters of our traditional territory to be a place future 

generations will want to live. 

29. I believe that our traditional territory cannot provide us with anything as the 

resources have already been mismanaged. 

30. Resource extraction in our traditional territory must be managed in an 

ecologically sensitive manner.  

31. If the forests in our traditional territory are going to be cut, our First Nation 

should be doing the cutting. 

32. Community housing and infrastructure should be carefully planned and developed 

slowly. 

33. There should be water front property for every member to build on within our 

traditional territory. 

34. Community housing and infrastructure should be built away from lakeshores to 

provide protection to the shoreline.  

35. The natural resources in our traditional territory should be exploited for economic 

benefit.  

36. The key to developing wealth for our First Nation is by investing in businesses 

outside our traditional territory.  

37. I consider our traditional territory to be my homeland even though I have been 

away for a very long time. 

38. During community planning, land should be   that is available for each member 

who lives off reserve but may return to our traditional territory and build a home. 

39. Our First Nation should have a natural resources management plan developed for 

its land, waters, and wildlife before any community infrastructure development 

occurs.   

40.Community housing and infrastructure should be built away from lakeshores so 

that all members of our First Nation have equal access. 

 

2.  FIA-FSP  

With funding from the FIA FSP program, the Sliammon First Nation and the Adams 

Lake Indian Band undertook Q method studies of their community attitudes.  Tables 1 

and 2 provide the statements used in those studies. 



Table 1:  Q Sort Templates – Sliammon First Nation 
 

1 I am concerned about hiking and scenery tours in forest area 

2 Resource extraction should be done from traditional forest areas as well. 

3 The creator made us earth-keepers to protect the earth  

4 The lands that we should be protecting for spiritual purposes are river and lakes 

5 The lands that we should be protecting for spiritual purposes are mountain and 

forests 

6 Hunting should be allowed in Hernando 

7 Despite our long history of occupation and resource use in the area, current 

Provincial and Federal policies show little or no recognition of Sliammon cultural 

heritage resources in the forest 

8 We should have access to areas where we collect medicinal plants, pick berries, dig 

roots, collect wild fruits and vegetables 

9 It is very important to become protectors of our land and the environment 

10 Sliammon spirituality, culture, language and history are firmly bound to forests of 

our territories 

11 Some land with good forests should be kept for wildlife 

12 Fishing and harvesting shell fishes is important to me 

13 I do not believe in the practice of bark stripping and basket weaving 

14 I practice the traditional ceremony of burning, offering food 

15 I practice the traditional ceremony of hunting 

16 I do not believe in the practice of root digging and cleaning roots 

17 I practice the traditional ceremony of berry-picking 

18 I practice the traditional ceremony of wood cutting 

19 I do not believe in the practice of cedar brushing.  

20 I collect pine mushroom 

21 I harvest tree for smoking fish  

22 I practice traditional medicine and use plants from forests for ailments 

23 We should understand and learn diversity of usage of forest resources as our 

ancestors did 

24 Poachers are disturbing our wildlife 

25 All living and non living organism play a major role in a healthy eco system, but 

activities such as logging and stream alteration disturbs it 

26 Clearing vegetation along the river disturbs shade that is required for salmon egg 

development  

27 Old growth forests can be logged as forests will grow back.  

28 If you log Harwood, don’t log it all, deer’s got to hide somewhere 

29 Leave the tallest trees standing in all areas of a cut block so that timber can 

regenerate itself into a more healthy stand 

30 All species are to be treated with respect and only harvest what you require for your 

existence and not for sale.  

31 We should allow the government to turn our lands into protected areas. 

32 Polluting industries need not pay for polluting land and water. 



33 We need to have a clear long term plan to manage forest and be able to monitor 

periodically how we are doing  

34 We need to increase our skills and have trained in-house specialist for resource 

management 

35 Provincial and Federal Government are managing our forest resources well. 

36 The permitting system should be for the best interest of the species being hunted and 

not just to limit us as hunters 

37 We need not consult with professionals when making important decisions around 

forestry 

38 Harwood island should be left as natural as possible except for non timber forest 

produce 

39 Sliammon lake which is our water source has got polluted from runoff drainage due 

to logging 

40 In IR 1-6, the trees are almost gone, we might as well log it and get it over with, if 

there is any left 

41 We should try to have the lowest impact on forest and utilize the whole tree and not 

just the trunk 

42 Logging and silviculture is important to our area for future employment. 

43 Logging should take into account streams, watersheds and eco-systems that is 

directly impacted by logging 

44 The Sliammon Treaty should ensure employment for our people in forestry 

45 Our people have depended on forest resources for their livelihood since time 

immemorial 

46 Sliammon should undertake sawmill as a forest based economic development 

activity 

47 Employment from forest is always a high priority but instead of a one-time benefit, 

we need to look at the long term 

48 Traditional medicines, cultural materials like cedar roots, barks etc can be harvested 

and exported for economic returns 

49 We should invest in development of non timber forest products, for employment 

50 Harwood island can have a deep sea boat port and a summer resort for resource 

development 

51 All forestry jobs like fallers, buckers, machine operators, truck drivers, are important 

for Sliammon First Nation 

52 Preserve the forest as a resource for green eco tourism opportunities 

53 Lands and forests are not the economic future of our people 

54 Sliammon lands and resources should be planned for the future and managed in a 

sustainable manner  

55 We need to organize community to stop people dump garbage in bushes and in 

forest  

56 Funding for training people on forest management skills, should be a priority of the 

Sliammon people, rather than the government  

57 We should co-manage our traditional forest land with Provincial Government 

58 While taking decisions related to resources there should be equal input from all 

families in our community, not just the ones who show up at meetings 



59 The management of resources need not be transparent and understandable to all 

60 We need to create our own Land and Resources Board to govern our lands 

61 Before making contracts on forests, bring it to the community for input and let the 

people decide at an AGM 

62 I will not like to volunteer with the Sliammon Lands and resources management 

63 I think it is very important to have “traditional workshops” by elders for youth to 

help teach us about hunting, tree harvesting, root-digging, and basket making.  

64 We have to teach our people to use what we have, i.e. plants, trees, and much more 

 

 

Table 2:  Q Sort Templates – Adams Lake Indian Band 
1. Livestock are important to my family. 

2. Agriculture in Adams Lake traditional territories should be ecologically sustainable. 

3. Cattle should have should have restricted access to riparian areas. 

4. Clear cutting permanently destroys non-timber values. 

5. An indigenous land and food system is the forest, waterways, plants, animals and their 

interaction that sustain our people. 

6. Any forestry practice should be ecologically and culturally sustainable. 

7. Secwepemc ecological knowledge values and wisdom combined with a scientific 

approach is critical to sustainable land management. 

8. Forestry and land management should result in diverse and resilient ecosystems. 

9. Forest land management should take into account the effects of climate change on 

ecosystems. 

10. To address catastrophic forest health issues (like mountain pine beetle), those areas 

should be harvested and planted. 

11. Traditional Secwepemc use of fire on the land is an acceptable management tool. 

12. Preserving sacred areas for spiritual and ceremonial uses are important to me. 

13. It is important that a localized model of land use planning must benefit the 

community by providing realistic and diverse regional economic opportunities. 

14. Land use planning should balance short term with long-term management goals. 

15. The "us vs. them" mentality should not be used to manage natural resources. 

16. Water quality has degraded over the past ten years.  

17. Water is a significant part of my cultural heritage. 

18. Cultural strategies and practices (e.g. how to dig roots and prune trees) are important 

ways to participate in the management of our traditional harvesting sites. 

19. The people are part of the natural systems; they are not separate from nature. 

20. We have an obligation to see ecosystems are healthy and functioning for present and 

future generations. 

21. Natural resource management is maintaining relationships between humans and the 

natural systems, as opposed to simply using resources.  

22. Resource extraction should not negatively impact water quality or quantity. 

23. Excess Irrigation can impair water quantity for surrounding areas. 

24. Inappropriate Hydro (power generation) projects damage the ecosystem. 

25. Tourism is important to my family. 

26. Fishing is important to my family. 



27. Plant gathering (birch bark, root digging, medicinal plants, berry picking) is important 

to my family. 

28. Hunting is important to my family. 

29. Certain types of mining (like gold panning) are acceptable in the traditional 

secwepemc territory. 

30. Forest industry is important to my family. 

31. The existing land base of ALIB is insufficient to sustain present and future 

generations. 

32. Active political lobbying is necessary to influence governmental policy and 

implement ecologically and culturally sustainable land use plans. 

33. Traditional resource management emphasized community health and resilience; 

contemporary forested land management focuses on individuals. 

34. Our stories and oral history tell us of ways to manage the land that are in harmony 

with nature. 

35. Traditional aboriginal values paid respect to all of the resources because they have a 

spirit and were created for a purpose. 

36. I believe in taking only take that which I need – nothing more. 

37. Our language embraces our traditional ecological values, allows us to communicate 

them to each other and is the key in teaching traditional land use. 

38. Contemporary management allows for us to trade with neighbouring communities. 

We trade fish for access to good hunting areas, for example. 

39. The political process creates awareness about aboriginal Title and Rights and is a 

lobbying power that can be used by the band. 

40. We need to remember our lost social values: pride, self-esteem, our language, and 

parenting. 

41. Short and long term planning is essential in managing our natural resources. 

42. ALIB needs to develop an information package to educate the general public. This 

packet would include our history in addition to the current goals and aspirations held 

among community members. 

43. Global demand for ALIB's resources impact the local economy and land base. 

44. There is a need to re-learn Secwepemc traditional values, norms and laws. 
 



 


