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1.0 Introduction 
 

In June of 2004 a lightning strike initiated a 1514 ha wildfire that burnt significant 
portions of both the Town and Dickey Creek watersheds. Approximately 20% of the 
Town Creek watershed and 51% of the Dickey Creek Watershed were burnt. 
 
In 2005 Ainsworth Engineered Canada LP initiated salvage harvesting operations in both 
the Town and Dickey Creek watersheds.  Approximately 500 ha combined was salvaged 
from the two watersheds.  In order to gain access to these salvage blocks an extensive 
road system was built into both watersheds.  Although there was limited access to the 
watershed prior to the salvage operations, the road network required to develop the 
salvage blocks has increased that access immensely.  Refer to Figure 1 for a map that 
shows the road network labeled and shown as status or non-status.   
 
The objective of this project is to analyze the current state of the two watersheds and to 
use a combination of both professional expertise and public input to plan both the short 
and long term access into the drainages. 
 

2.0 Methodology 
 

In determining the access needs for the Town and Dickey Creek watersheds the project 
was broken into two main parts: Risk Assessment Phase and the Public Consultation 
Phase. 
 

Risk Assessment 
 
The risk assessment report (completed by Forsite Consulting Ltd.) provides an 
assessment of the current environmental risk the road poses by assessing the 
probability of a failure and the potential consequences if one does occur. During the 
risk assessment phase all roads in the watershed were identified. Once identified the 
road status in terms of responsibility was important to ascertain. Although this 
process can only guide remedial works on non-status roads, the information on what 
has happened and is planned to happen on the status roads is still very important in 
developing the overall access plan for the drainages. 
 
In the case of Town and Dickey Creek the majority of the roads are status roads under 
Road Permit to Ainsworth Engineered Canada LP. Although it was outside of the 
mandate of this project to assess those roads, the information that Ainsworth has 
collected and their deactivation plans has been incorporated into this report to provide 
a full picture of access in the watersheds. 

 

 
INTERWEST FOREST MANAGEMENT 



Lillooet TSA Committee- FIA Project No. 4753006 
Access Management Plan for Town and Dickey Creek Community Watersheds 

 
 

 

 

Public Consultation Phase 
 

This phase of the project involved gathering as much information as possible from all 
potential stakeholders on what the access needs into the two watersheds will be in the 
future. A combination of public ads, open house public meetings and face to face 
meetings with identified stakeholders and first nations was used to identify various 
access desires. 
 
In this case the access needs into the drainages have been greatly changed in the short 
term as a result of the fire and subsequent salvage harvesting. As a result, a distinction 
has been made between short-term planning (0-15 yrs) and long-term planning (15 
yrs+) when discussing the required access to the drainages. This is in recognition of 
the fact that a certain level of access needs to be maintained into the watersheds in the 
short-term to allow the silvicultural activities to occur. 

 
 

3.0 Risk Assessment 
 
A Risk Assessment was conducted by Forsite Consulting Ltd. on the road system in the 
Town and Dickey Creek watersheds.  The Risk Assessment found the hazard associated 
with the non-status roads in the Town and Dickey Creek watershed is judged to be low, 
and no further action other than continued monitoring and inspection is required.  For all 
other roads, generally the deactivation, where carried out has been found adequate.  This 
information coupled with consultation with stakeholders and First Nations formulated the 
basis of access management recommendations in this report. 
 

4.0 Public Consultation  
 

In the process of putting the Access Management Plan together the first goal was to 
identify the various parties that hold an interest in the level of access the two watersheds 
are provided. The main interest groups that were identified as the District of Lillooet, 
Ainsworth Engineered Canada LP, the Bridge River Indian Band and the T’it’q’et 
(Lillooet) Indian Band. 
 
These group were approached to provide input into the planning process. In addition to 
those meetings, a number of other efforts were made to solicit information from the 
public. These included: 
 
1. Running of an advertisement in the Bridge River – Lillooet News Paper from 
December 19th to December 9th.  The advertisement explained that the Access 
Management Process was occurring and provided a contact to which any interested 
parties could provide input. 
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2. Holding a public open house on January 22, 2008 in order to provide a forum for 
the public to show up to review maps of the area, ask questions and provide comment. 
 
3. Information meeting targeting local First Nations bands, local industry 
representatives and local government representatives held on January 23, 2008 to 
provide an update of what planning information had been collected and to provide 
additional opportunity for comment. 
 
 
4. Letters sent discussing the scope of the Access Management Project were sent to 
the Lillooet Tribal Council, St’at’imc Chiefs Council, T’it’q’et Indian Band, and the 
Bridge River Indian Band, on December 10, 2007. 
 
5. Meeting with Bridge River Indian band representative on January 8, 2008.  
 
6. Community Meeting to discuss access management with T’it’q’et Administration 
(Lillooet Indian Band), on February 11, 2008.  
 

District of Lillooet 
 
Town and Dickey Creek watersheds are both community watersheds providing 
domestic drinking water to the community of Lillooet.  In discussions with Arden 
Bolton (Director of Public Works) and Ken Christy (Works Foreman) from the 
District three main points of interest were communicated. 
 
1. Any risk to the quality of drinking water in the two watershed should be mitigated 
where possible.  
 
2. Access to a diversion from Tyee-Jimmy creek to Town Creek needed to be 
maintained.  
 
3. Access to the south-east facing slopes just outside of the watersheds over-looking 
town should be maintained. The district views this area as having high recreational 
potential and is exploring the potential of purchasing and developing the recreational 
opportunities in that area in the future.  

Ainsworth Engineered Canada LP 
 
Ainsworth currently has silvicultural responsibility for the area of salvage logging 
that took place in both watersheds.  As well they have maintenance responsibility for 
most of the newly constructed roads in the two watersheds.  Bill Poppy, roads 
superintendant, provided input on what Ainsworth has done to date in terms of 
managing access and risk as well as what there future need in the watershed will be: 
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1. Ainsworth has no future logging plans in either watershed. 
 
2. Deactivation on the high risk portions of the roads has been completed with the 
goal of allowing ATV access. Permanent deactivation will come back to the 12 km on 
the Dickey Creek side. 
 
3. Three log stringer bridges in the vicinity of the 12 km on the Dickey Creek side are 
scheduled for removal once the salvage plantations appear to be well on their way to 
meeting free growing status. That is anticipated to occur in approximately five years. 
At that point no access would be possible past the Dickey creek crossing. 
 
4. Once the plantations are on their way to meeting free growing status, Ainsworth 
will seek to be relieved of their road permit responsibilities in both watersheds. 
 

Bridge River Indian Band 
 
The Town and Dickey Watershed reside within the traditional territory of the Bridge 
River Indian Band.  Access to the Dickey Creek watershed is via Ama Road which 
starts in the Bridge River watershed in Indian reserve lands.  A line, running North to 
South, divides the burned area into Crown land to the west and Indian reserve to the 
east.  These Indian reserves (IR-1 and IR-1A) are shared by Bridge River and the 
T’it’q’et Indian Bands.   
 
On January 8th and meeting was held to discuss the AMP with band members Gerald 
Michel and Bradley Jack.  Upon discussing the map of the burn and the existing road 
systems the following concerns were raised: 
 
1. The band wishes to express their concern with public access to the Town and 
Dickey drainages.  They would like to see all plans geared towards less access to 
these watersheds.   
 
2. The Bridge River Indian band has an agreement with Ainsworth to have certain 
roads in the Indian reserves deactivated.  This deactivation is still continuing into 
2008.   
 
Plans discussed at the January 8th meeting were then reviewed at a Council meeting 
on January 21st and a Community meeting on February 10th, 2008.  No further issues 
were revealed at these meetings. 
  

T’it’q’et (Lillooet) Indian Band 
 
The Town and Dickey Watershed reside within the traditional territory of the T’it’q’et 
Indian Band.  Access to the Town Creek watershed is via the choice of two roads that 
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start in the T’it’q’et Indian Reserve.  The original road into the watershed is accessed 
by a gate that is found at the end of a residential street.  When salvage logging was 
occurring in the drainage, an alternate access road (Ainsworth’s Town Creek Haul 
road) was built to avoid logging trucks driving through the reserve subdivision.  This 
new road was built off of Scotchman Road near the edge of the reserve overlooking 
Ainsworth’s Veneer Plant.  This road is also gated, midway, and runs behind the 
residential neighborhood. 

 
On two separate occasions the T’it’q’et community held meetings to discuss the AMP 
with Lands and Resources Officer, Stephanie Barney.  The initial meeting had low 
turnout so it was felt that a separate meeting should be called.  Many concerns were 
raised at this second meeting.  Regarding access in the Town and Dickey watersheds 
the T’it’qet community would like to see the following: 
 
1.  The Ainsworth’s Town Creek Logging road rehabilitated (returned to its original 
state).  This is felt to be of high importance as the road runs through traditional pit 
houses and makes undesirable access to back of the residential subdivision.   
 
2. Limited access to only community members.  This would mean truck access 
through a gate that only members can have a key to.  Monitoring of this limited 
access would be by the band. 
 
3. Road access should be maintained for band members use in firewood collecting, 
hunting and emergency access incase of a wildfire.  The roads on Town Creek side 
should be improved by making the current cross ditches more passable to pick-up 
trucks.   
 
4.  Three days notice to the band of any work being done in the watersheds. 

 

5.0 Discussion and Recommendations 
 
The public consultation demonstrated a strong need for there to be good communications 
between the District of Lillooet, Ainsworth and First Nations (T’it’q’et and Bridge River 
Bands) regarding access to these watersheds.  The following table outlines better outlines 
the wishes of the stakeholders and the First Nation bands as they pertain to the road 
network within the each watershed.  Refer to Figure 1 for the corresponding names of the 
roads and where they are located.   
 
 



Table 1. Discussion and Recommendations for Access in Dickey and Town Creek Watersheds 
 

Dickey Creek Watershed 
Road Segment Current Access 

Condition 
Short term Needs 

(0-15 years) 
Long term Needs 

(15+ years) 
Recommendation 

Ama Creek Road  Seasonally 
deactivated,  4x4 
vehicle access 

Access into the Dickey 
Creek watershed for 
silviculture obligations by 
the government (FFT*), 
Ainsworth and First Nations 
for Crown and IR blocks.  
Ainsworth plans to remove 
Dickey creek bridge.  This 
follows the Bridge River 
bands wishes to have less 
public access into this area.  
Bridge River band would 
like to have greater control 
over the access gate. 

 No further treatment is required as 
per risk assessment and access issues. 
 
Agreement between First Nations 
and Ainsworth over gate access 
could be discussed. 

212.000 Road 
(Ainsworth) 

Permanently 
deactivated (cross 
ditches) with some 
sections of full 
rehabilitation and 
re-contouring. 

Quad access to FFT planting 
blocks required via 212.000, 
as well as access for 
Ainsworth.    

 No further treatment is required as 
per risk assessment and access issues. 

212.400/212.410 
Road 
(Ainsworth, 
partially within IR) 

Primarily 
rehabilitated and re-
contoured. 

These roads (spurs) are not 
required to meet any 
outstanding access issues. 

 No further treatment is required as 
per risk assessment and access issues. 
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Town Creek Watershed 
Road Segment Current Access 

Condition 
Short term Needs 

(0-15 years) 
Long term Needs 

(15+ years) 
Recommendation 

212.200 Road 
(Ainsworth) 

Rough 4x4 vehicle 
access to the most 
northerly 
switchback, quad 
access beyond that 
point due to 
deactivation. 

Quad access into the Town 
Creek watershed for 
silviculture obligations by the 
government (FFT*), 
Ainsworth and First Nations 
for Crown and IR blocks. 
 
 

 No further treatment is required as 
per risk assessment and access issues. 

212.300 
(Ainsworth)/ IR 
Road 3 

Rough 4x4 vehicle 
access. 

Quad access into the Town 
Creek watershed for 
silviculture obligations by 
Ainsworth and First Nations 
for Crown and IR blocks. 
 

District of Lillooet wishes access 
to the south-east facing slopes 
just outside of the watersheds 
over-looking town be 
maintained. The district views 
this area as having high 
recreational potential and is 
exploring the potential of 
purchasing and developing the 
recreational opportunities in that 
area in the future. 

Maintain current access. 

Town Creek 00 
Road (Non-status 
Upper portion and 
Ainsworth Lower 
portion) 
 

On the lower 
portion of Town 
Creek 00 Road deep 
cross ditches make 
for rough 4x4 
access.  The non-
status portion is 
quad access only. 

Quad access into the Town 
Creek watershed and top of 
Dickey Creek watershed for 
silviculture obligations by the 
government (FFT*), 
Ainsworth and First Nations 
for Crown and IR blocks. 
T’it’q’et Indian Band 
requests access be 
maintained/improved into the 
Ainsworth cutblocks for 
firewood collection. 
 
 

T’it’q’et Indian Band requests 
access be maintained for 
emergency access in the event of 
future wildfires. 
 
T’it’q’et Indian Band would like 
to have greater control over the 
access gate. 

Ainsworth, T’it’q’et Indian Band and 
the District of Lillooet should discuss 
future plans for the lower portion of 
status road leading into the Town 
Creek watershed.  Cross ditches 
could be filled to allow truck access 
to the watershed to meet users needs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

(cont’d) 
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Town Creek Watershed (Continued) 
Road Segment Current Access 

Condition 
Short term Needs 

(0-15 years) 
Long term Needs 

(15+ years) 
Recommendation 

Town Creek 00 
Road (Non-status 
Upper portion and 
Ainsworth Lower 
portion) 
 
(Continued) 

 T’it’q’et Indian Band would 
like to have greater control 
over the access gate. 
 
T’it’q’et Indian Band would 
like the Ainsworth Haul Road 
to be rehabilitated. 
 

 The T’it’q’et Indian Band and 
Ainsowrth should also discuss 
rehabilitation of the Ainsworth Haul 
Road at this time.  This would 
eliminate the shared gate and just 
leave the gate that is under T’it’q’et  
control. 
 

Town Creek 
Diversion Road 

A greater than 20 
year old road with 
no culverts that has 
slumped in places 
and become 
overgrown making 
it a quad only trail. 

District of Lillooet would like 
access to the diversion road 
be maintained. 

 The Town Creek Diversion road and 
access to it on the non-status road 
will continue to become over grown 
and the running surface to erode.  
The District of Lillooet will have to 
evaluate how they want to keep 
access on this quad trial maintained.   

 
* FFT (Forest For Tomorrow) is a provincial government program designed to fund and plan restoration of wildfire and bark beetle 
affected stands.  Areas under dead timber has been prescribed under FFT to be planted in 2008 and 2009. 
 

 
  

 



 
 

6.0 Conclusion 
We hope that this report will aid in the future access management planning in the Town 
and Dickey Creek watersheds. While the risk assessment found there to be low 
probability of road failure, the consultation phase found that people of the community 
and First Nations have real concerns for the future of access in the watersheds.   

7.0 Appendix 

Appendix A: Figure 1. Town and Dickey Creek Community Watershed Road Risk 
Assessment Map 

Appendix B:  Response Letters from First Nation Bands 
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