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• Project purpose and management implications; 

The purpose of this project was to assemble (in the form of a conference) researchers, 
decision and policy makers, consultants, academics and interested community members in 
one location, and disseminate innovative research currently being conducted in timber 
growth and value.  Moreover, the intention of this event was to empower resource 
management decision makers with new information, in hopes that it guides them to make 
better informed decisions. 

• Project start date, length of project, and any former project numbers or funding sources 
that apply; 

This project required an extensive planning process, which began in May 2007 and ended 
with the public posting of our conference proceedings (June 2008).  The Forest Practices 
Board donated $1000.00 and the Northwest Community College, BV Research Centre and 
several government agencies donated in-kind labour. 

• Methodology overview; 

The first stage was to establish an experience steering committee that would provide 
expertise and advice and help evaluate presentation abstracts.  Networking, research and a 
call for papers were the main methods to solicit presentations for this conference.  A 
conference coordinator, familiar with the research content, as well as the community was 
hired.  The conference coordinator was also provided with much paid and volunteer support 
(such as from our membership) in order to plan and implement the necessary steps to 
manage a successful conference. 

• Project scope and regional applicability; 

This project was mainly focused on British Columbia, with some regional emphasis on north-
central BC.  It involved all of the eight themes related to the Timber Growth and Value 
research priority, such as: Design and analysis of silvicultural systems, Growth and yield 
modeling/predictions, Marketable resources other than timber, and Climate change 

This project consisted of a 2 day conference, and included speakers from all over Canada.  
It has also provided the public with a comprehensive conference proceedings package (June 
2008 – posted to www.bvcentre.ca) which includes audio files, speaker histories and 
presentations.  Our method of conference proceedings is unique in the province, and 
provides an opportunity for anyone to experience the conference in a meaningful manner. 

http://www.bvcentre.ca/


 

 

• Any interim conclusions, inference or information that might be immediately useful to 
forest practitioners and other researchers; 

The proceedings present a complete overview of the conference.  Also, this project has 
resulted in a ‘network’ of professionals, academics, resource managers, First Nations and 
interested community members, all with an interest in timber growth and value.  This 
network will continue to communicate, long after the end of the conference.  Such continued 
discussions are much needed in the timber growth and value context. 

• Contact Information; 

Rick Budhwa 
Research Program Manager 
BV Research Centre 
Box 4274 
Smithers 
BC  V0J 2N0 
Phone:  250-847-2827 
Fax:  250-847-2848 
Email:  rick.budhwa@bvcentre.ca 
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