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Project Description: The objective of this project is the development of a set of First Nations (FN) 
specific social, cultural, economic, and environmental indicators designed to assist forest managers and 
policy-makers in predicting and measuring how changes in access to and/or management of the forest 
will impact non-timber resource use by FN and community well-being. This research is especially 
important in the geographic context of mid/north coastal BC, where the recently announced LRMPs 
will change forest access patterns and management goals. This project is directly supported by Gitxaala 
and Nuxalk Nations and involves indigenous researchers in the direction of the project. 
 
Research Process and Expectations: This is a two-year project that involves separate research tracks 
in two first nations communities: Lach Klan (Gitxaała Nation) and Bella Coola (Nuxalk Nation).  
Research in each first nation has been guided by the following expectations to: 

1. Document the current state of the traditional economy in the two FN communities; 
2. Describe the linkages between forest management, participation in the traditional economy, and 

community well-being; and 
3. Predict how changes in access to and/or management of the forest will impact traditional 

economies and community well-being. 
As a result of prior research (Menzies & Butler with Gitxaała; Satterfield with Nuxalk) the project was 
had different trajectories in the two partner communities.  
 

Gitxaała Year One report on traditional economy, community well-being 
and forest management. 
 
Gitxaała is a First Nation community on the north coast of British Columbia, just to the immediate 
south and west of Prince Rupert.  About 500 community members live in the home village of the 
nation, Lach Klan while the majority of members live off reserve in Prince Rupert, Terrace, or 
Vancouver.  Gitxaała title lands extends through out the Hecate Lowlands, a coastal archipelago that 
stretches from just north of Milbank Sound to the Kaien Island on which sits contemporary Prince 
Rupert.  Forest lands in this region include the so-called Great Bear Rainforest, boggy pine scrub, 
monumental cedar, spruce, fir, hemlock, to name a handful of locations and types.  Much of the no-
Indigenous forest practices in this region currently involve the creaming of high value trees by larger 
operations and a handful of small business operations scattered through out the territories.  Gitxaała 
Nation is also a signatory to a Forest and Range agreement for timber harvesting.  However, the 
apparent reluctance on the part of the ministry of Forests and Range personal has ensured that no 
logging by Gitxaała has yet to occur. 
 



Research conducted under this project involved five trips to Lach Klan during the 2007-2008 project 
year.  Research activities involved the UBC Project team (Menzies, Butler, Rashleigh, and Kotaska) 
and represent approximately 80 person days of work.  During this research period activities included: 
accompanying community members on hunting trips, plant food gather trips, bark stripping trips, 
processing traditional foods, and participation in community events and meetings.   
 
Two key research results have been collated:  local level concepts for notions of wealth and well-being, 
and; short video clips of traditional economic activities.  Year two will involve ground testing the 
utility of the local level concepts for forest management.  The video clips from year one will be used in 
conjunction with community-based facilitated discussions designed to refine and identify social 
indicators as per the original project description.  
 
This lists describes the categories of people interviewed. 

a) Councillor with Forestry Portfolio  
b) Community members with extensive knowledge of plants 
c) Community members with knowledge of traditional foods, history  
d) Weavers 
e) Carvers 
f) Coordinator of Cultural Centre, Rediscovery program, weaver  
g) Community Health Representatives 
h) Natural Resources Technical  
i) Health Care Administration and Staff  

 

Nuxalk Year One report on traditional economy, community well-being and 
forest management. 
 
The Nuxalk Nation is located in the central coast area of British Columbia.  They have occupied and 
exercised their rights on the lands, water and resources of their Ancestral Territory since time 
immemorial. Contemporary Nuxalk Nation is a mixture of many villages previously located throughout 
Ancestral Nuxalk territory.  Nuxalk Nation was recently awarded a Community Forest License.  The 
license is for a five-year term and contains a right to harvest up to 20,000 cubic meters of timber per 
year.  The community forest lands are located along the North and South Bentick Arms, Bella Coola 
and Talchako Rivers in the Mid-Coast Timber Supply Area. 
 
Research conducted under this project involved two trips to Bella Coola during the 2007-2008 project 
year conducted by UBC Proejct team member Janalyn Kotaska.    As a result of a change in political 
administration in the INAC Council renewed research approvals were required.  This was arranged on a 
field visit to Bella Coola, June 18-19, 2007.  During this trip Ms. Kotaska met with Chief and Council, 
presented information on the project and re-secured support for the project.  Additional meetings were 
held with Health Care Administrative staff.   
 
A second field trip to Bella Coola occurred July 12 to August 1, 2007.  On this research trip meetings 
were held with the Chief Councillor to review and refine research processes and protocols.  Additional 
research activities included touring local farming, including a tour of the Nuxalk community garden, 
participating in cutting and smoking salmon (making slaq'), assisting  with picking cherries for food 
gleaning project. 
 



Key research results from this field project involve the identification of local-level concepts of 
traditional wellbeing. Year two will involve ground testing the utility of the local level concepts for 
forest management. 
This lists describes the categories of people interviewed. 

a) Councillor with portfolio of 'traditional foods and agriculture' 
b) Food Security Coordinator  
c) Health Care Project Administrators 
d) Hunters 
e) Community members with extensive knowledge of plants 

 

Progress to date and plans for year 2 (Gitxaała and Nuxalk) 
 
Research has progressed more quickly and more fully in the Gitxaała component of this project.  This 
is attributable to the project teams longstanding research partnership with Gitxaała.  Nonetheless, key 
research objectives for both community research streams have been met and the indicator workshops 
are being scheduled for August and September 2008.   


