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LPC WESBOGY Dawson Creek 
Journal for 2006 Fall Assessment 

 
November 8, 2006 

General 
This year’s measurement was conducted between October 4 – 14.  It represents year 6 for the 
majority of the replications and year 4 for Sukunka South ( SUP- REPL 2)  More importantly it is 
the initial measurement following the replanting in it’s entirety of Kelly lake and Sukunka North ( 
MED REPL 1&2, SUP REPL 1).  In addition plot 1-6 at Kelly Lake (MED) was relocated due to 
micro site problems.  So, there have been many changes to the installation this year.  Last but not 
least, ENCANA built a $60M gas refinement plant within 150 of plot 1-5 at Kelly Lake.  This 
assessment also was not completed due to any early snowfall on October 15 which affectively 
halted the measurements for the year.  Three of four replications were assessed before the snow.  
Aluminum tags which were inscribed on in pen are difficult to read and will become more so. 
 

Kelly Lake 
Other than the gas plant construction which is supposed to go on line November 1, 2006, things 
went well.  Actually the plant poses no danger to the trial as it is down and across wind.  There was 
no damage caused and now we have a much needed road upgrade as well as cell and wireless 
internet service, bonus!   The newly relocated 1-6 plot is working out well; subplots were re-
established and aged according to charts used for ingrowth of expanded plots.  All spruce trees start 
out at 4 years old (1½- 1½ stock + ’06 growing season) and are growing well. We experienced 
mortality of 7 trees over the replication which is less than 1%.   Noteworthy are animal damage in 
1-3 along a game trail resulted in 3 dead aspen sample trees.  Rabbit browsing in 1-5 was very 
extensive and some frost damage coded as 09.  The aspen sucker growth in response to last years 
brushing is very impressive.  Some plots have stem re growth of 50% up to 1.5m tall. Another 
heavy brushing with saws is required. 
 

Sukunka South 
This replication continues to do very well.  Average spruce CAI for 2006 is 11cm.  Trees which 
were chlorotic last year have recovered.  Mortality is sitting at 19 trees out 0f 743 or 2.5 %.  These 
trees will be replanted with trees from the reserve in the spring.  One odd thing observed in the 
replication is that many corner posts are missing.  Not just misplaced or pulled out but actually 
removed with no sign of them.  This occurrence is more prevalent in plots  closest to the road.  A 
deer carcass was found in plot 2-9 which may explain the missing stakes.  This means that 33 
corner stakes will have to be re-surveyed in before the 5 year thinning process takes place in 2008.  
Best to do this in the spring with the brushing and replanting. See table 2. 
 



   

 

To-Do-List 
Due to the early snow, Sukunka north and the third replication at Kelly Lake must still be measured 
before flush 2007.  Brush all replications.  Replant dead trees in all replications totaling 
approximately, 40 trees.  These trees will be taken from the tree reserves in each replication.  
Replace and survey in missing stakes at Sukunka south.  Suggest rental or purchase of a 
“DYNAMARKER” to scribe on aluminum tags for increased number visibility.  Plots 13 and 14 
are difficult to ascertain the row boundaries (no spruce rows) making it difficult to anticipate 
numerical order.  Suggest alternating paint colors in each row to better mark these boundaries. 
 
Table 1: Assessment Schedule 
 
SEASON MEASUREMENT THINNING / TAGGING BRUSHING 
Spring, 2007 Sukunka North  all 
Fall, 2007 all measurements  all 
Fall , 2008 al measurements Sukunka south all 
Fall, 2009 all measurements  all 
Fall, 2010 all measurements spruce in MED & SUP all 
Fall, 2011 measure Sukunka south only  Sukunka south 
Fall, 2012 all measurements  Sukunka south 

 
 
Table 2: Corner stakes missing Sukunka South 
 
 

PLOT MISSING 
2-9 all but center (8) 
2-4 all but center (8) 
2-14 all but center (8) 
2-2 1 blue, 1 white (2) 
2-8 2 white (2) 
2-10 1 blue, 1 white (2) 
2-6 2 blue, 2 white (2) 
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