
Executive Summary: 
 
FIA-FSP Project # M07-5049 
 
Title: Response of  woodland caribou to partial retention logging of winter ranges 
attacked by mountain pine beetle. 
 
Purpose:  
 

i) to evaluate the response of caribou and caribou habitat to mountain pine beetle 
attack of a pine-lichen winter range. 

 
ii) To evaluate the effectiveness of current MPB management practices for 

caribou winter ranges. 
 
 
Duration: April 2006 to March 2008, 2 years of an ongoing project. 
 
Methods: 
   

i) Radio collared caribou are being monitored to evaluate use of a retained and 
salvaged portions of a winter range attacked by mountain pine beetle. 

 
ii) Habitat attributes including abundance of terrestrial and arboreal lichens, and 

snow conditions, are being measured in salvaged and retained stands.  
 

iii) Caribou foraging behaviour is being quantified in salvaged and retained 
stansds.  

 
 
Scope and Regional Applicability: the project is evaluating a management strategy that 
is being applied to 136,672 hectares of caribou winter range within the Northern Interior 
Forest Region.  
 
Interim Results: 
 

i) All collared caribou continued to use the Kennedy Siding winter range despite 
a major mountain pine beetle attack that has attacked over 90% of the canopy 
trees. 

 
ii) There is significantly less terrestrial lichen available in the recently salvaged 

clearcut than in the unsalvaged forest. However, the amount of terrestrial 
lichen in a 10 year old clearcut is equivalent to the amount in the unsalvaged 
forests. Only the unsalvaged forest provides arboreal lichens.  

 



iii) Caribou feed in the clearcuts when snow is shallow or absent, but use only the 
unsalvaged forest when snow becomes deep and hard.  As snow becomes 
deeper and harder in the forest, the caribou stop cratering for terrestrial lichens 
and feed on arboreal lichens. 

 
 
Preliminary Summary:  Unsalvaged stands that have been attacked by mountain 
pine beetle continue to provide winter habitat for caribou.  Salvaged stands are used 
when snow in shallow or absent, but are not used when snow becomes deep and  
hard. Unsalvaged stands provide both arboreal and terrestrial lichens for caribou 
feeding, and softer snow conditions that facilitate cratering.  
 
For more information contact: 
 
Dale Seip 
Wildlife Ecologist 
Northern Interior Forest Region 
Dale.seip@gov.bc.ca
Phone: 250-565-4125 
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