
Coarse Woody Debris Retention – Quiz 
 
       Name:      
 
1. Downed dead logs are useful because: 

a) they provide food and cover for many species of wildlife 
b) they add organic matter to the soil as they decay 
c) they provide a specialized microhabitat for various little-known insects, plants 

and animals 
d) all of the above 

 
2. Retained logs should be left across the direction of skid wherever possible (true/false) 
 
3. Logs should be left elevated and jackstrawed, to look as much like natural deadfall as 

possible (true/false) 
 
4. Logs should be left bundled neatly, to avoid skidder damage (true/false) 
 
5. It’s better to damage a small live tree than a big dead log (true/false) 
 
6. Logs left around the cutblock or WTP edge are wasted (true/false) 
 
7. Burn piles are best located near residual tree clumps, because the warmth of burning 

debris will help the trees grow better (true/false) 
 
8. Why would you leave stubs around the edge of a clump of immature trees? 
“rub trees” 
 
 
9. How would you recognize an MSMA-treated tree? 
axe frill 
 
 
 
10. MSMA treated trees should be: 

a) left dispersed on the cutblock 
b) brought to the roadside for burning 
c) transported to the mill 

 
11. If you were adding CWD logs to a clump of immature trees, the best place to put 

them would be: 
a) in the middle of the clump 
b) alongside the clump, in the direction of skid 
c) somewhere separate – logs and immature trees should not be placed in the same 

clump 
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12. The best CWD logs are: 
a) more than 10ft (3m) long 
b) more than 20ft (6m) long 
c) more than 30ft (10m) long 
d) as long as possible 

 
13. Name FOUR structural elements that could be included in a clump 
 (not necessarily all in the same clump!) 
 
logs 
immature trees 
stubs 
deciduous trees 
cull trees 
wet areas 
 
 
 
 
Stop #2 – 32km Chisholm 
A feature of this cutblock is the retention of immature trees.  Based on what we’ve been 
doing today, what might you do differently if you were harvesting this block now? 
 
 
leave logs, stubs 
clumped 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Stop #3 – 14km Chisholm 
A feature of this cutblock is the creation and retention of stubs.  Based on what we’ve 
been doing today, what might you do differently if you were harvesting this block now? 
 
leave logs, live trees 
clumped 


