
Fish Habitat Restoration Works on Two Watersheds within the Southwest Seymour
Inlet Area, Coho Creek, North Island – Central Coast District

Objectives of the overall project

Coho Creek is classified as an S3 stream in the lower reaches of the system (where works
were carried out).  The projects carried out were done to improve access into the upper
reaches of the watershed for coho salmon.
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Name of Watershed / Sub-basin and Location

Coho Creek is located in the southwestern portion of the Mill and Timber chart area,
approximately 25km east of Port Hardy.  It drains an area of approximately 8.84km2 and
flows in a western direction to Queen Charlotte Strait.  In the upper reaches of the stream
(above Coho Lake) two debris accumulations were identified.  The best way to access
these sites is via Mill and Timber logging road system from Woods Lagoon.  North Main
is taken until the small spur road is located.  One site is located approximately 50 mu
downstream from the road, while the other is approximately 30m upstream from the road.

Introduction



Coho Creek was identified as a priority watershed for rehabilitation based on
recommendations from the Watershed-based Fish Sustainability Plan for Six Watersheds
in the Southwest Seymour Inlet Area.  The stream had two sites where unnatural debris
accumulations were observed as potential barriers to upstream fish migration in an
overview habitat assessment that was carried out.  As the productive capacity of a stream
is directly related to the amount of accessible habitat, quality of habitat, and anadromous
reaches are considered to be of high importance.

Description of Design

The logjam spans the channel width and covers a linear stream length of 10m.  It is
comprised mostly of old cedar shake block debris evidenced by the cut ends in the wood
piled behind large root wads located instream.  As the jam is causing the stream to widen,
inputting fine sediments from lateral erosion recommendations are presented to improve
fish access and prevent further degradation of the stream bank.  The shake material
introduced will be removed and the stream thalweg will be reestablished.  This will
prevent backwatering and continuing widening of the active channel.

At Site 2, two large cedars span the channel and have acted as catchments for smaller
debris.  The instream area has been blocked to such a degree that fish passage is unlikely.
Small unstable debris will be removed first and hauled to the road location for burning if
conditions allow.  The removal of these smaller materials should allow the re-
establishment of the thalweg as the spanning cedars are not located within the active
channel.

Description of Completed Work

Instream works began on September 10 and continued until September 12, 2003.

The restoration objectives were realized at both sites within Coho Creek.  At Site 1 a
large amount of the small instream debris was removed and the thalweg was
reestablished mid-channel.  At Site 2 much of the small wood lodged between two large
spanning cedars and blocking the main flow was removed and placed out of the active
channel.

Cost Summary

The total project cost was $9,715.  This included instream works, as-built monitoring,
and report production.

Post –completion Project Inspection

An as-built survey was completed on October 29, 2003, approximately two months post-
construction, to examine any changes to the stream cross-sectional profile.


