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TOWNSEND’S BIG-EARED BAT 

Scientific Name:  Corynorhinus townsendii 

Species Code  M-COTO 

Status   Blue-listed. 

DISTRIBUTION 

Provincial Range 

Townsend’s big-eared bats are found in major river valleys in the southern parts of British 
Columbia.  Records have been gathered from the Fraser River drainage as far north as Williams 
Lake, the Thompson River valley to Kamloops and the Similkameen River valley.   

Provincial Context 

Townsend’s big-eared Bats are found from Mexico, through the western United States and into 
British Columbia.  The species is fairly abundant in some parts of its range, but two eastern 
subspecies are considered Endangered in the United States (Cannings et al. 1999).  British 
Columbia is the only Canadian province where Townsend’s big-eared bats are found and are 
considered vulnerable because of their sensitivity to disturbance at roost and hibernacula sites.   

ECOLOGY AND KEY HABITAT REQUIREMENTS 

General 

Townsend’s big-eared bats occupy a wide range of habitats in British Columbia, from coastal 
forests to dry interior grasslands (Nagorsen and Brigham 1993).  Caves and abandoned mine 
shafts are used for day roosts, maternal colonies and winter hibernacula and the distribution of this 
species appears to be closely related to the availability of these features.  Old buildings may also 
be used for day roosts and maternal colonies.  The species is sensitive to disturbance and may 
permanently abandon roost sites if disturbed.  The species seems to migrate only short distance 
between summer ranges and winter roost sites. 
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Habitat Use and Life Requisites 

Living 

A wide range of habitats are occupied by Townsend’s big-eared bats from coastal forests to dry 
grasslands..  The main factor limiting the distribution of Townsend’s big-eared bats throughout their 
range appears to be the availability of roost and hibernacula sites. 

Feeding Habitat 
Food habits of Townsend’s big-eared bats are not known for British Columbia, but in the western 
United States, small moths a form the majority of the diet (Nagorsen and Brigham, 1993).  
Foraging habitats have not been reported. 

Seasons of Use 

Townsend’s big-eared bats are year-round residents of the project area.  Seasonal life requisites 
are summarized in Table 1.  

Table 1.  Season life requisites for Townsend's big-eared bat. 

Season Specific Attributes Required 
Growing Caves, mine adits and old buildings 
Winter Caves, mine adits 

Habitat Use and Ecosystem Attributes 

Life Requisite TEM Attribute 

Living (roosting, foraging) Cliff site units 

 

Ratings 

As moderate information is known on the habitat requirements of Townsend’s big-eared bats, a 4-
class rating system will be used. 

Provincial Benchmark 

 unknown 
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Ratings Assumptions 

1. any caves with attributes that make them suitable as potential roost or hibernacula sites 
are rated high 

Summary of Habitat Requirements for Townsend’s big-eared bat in the study area. 

Season Life 
Requisites 

Specific Attributes Required 

Growing  Caves, mine adits and old buildings 
Winter  Caves, mine adits 

 

Ratings adjustments 
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