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A THUMBNAIL HISTORY OF THE NELSON FOREST REGION

In writing history, the historian is always faced with the dilemma of choosing the
beginning point of a narrative. The first presence of a government forest management
agency in Nelson harkens all the way back to 1897, the same year the City was
incorporated. So that’s a pretty good place to start this history, but first, there are some
significant events which happened earlier.

1200 BC. Pit houses, roofed with timbers and boughs, are built and used by native people
in such strategic fishing locations as Slocan Pool, Zuckerberg Island and Robson.
Radiocarbon dating of these wooden structures confirms at least 3200 years of continuous
occupation and forest resource use by First Nations; as further archaeological work is
done, that date will no doubt be pushed back even farther.

1865. The Land Ordinance of the Colony of British Columbia establishes timber cutting
rights on Crown lands without the alienation of the land itself. This is the first important
step towards British Columbia’s current system, unique in North America, where the
majority of productive forest land is held by the government on behalf of its citizens.

1867. The British North America Act gives provinces jurisdiction over “the management
and sale of the Public Lands belonging to the Province and of the Timber and Wood
thereon.” In British Columbia, this takes effect when we join Confederation in 1871.

Nelson in 1910. Note the rail/ferry dock in the foreground, with a sternwheeler tied up. The
grandstand and racetrack (used mainly for footraces) are visible just above the dock. The
Courthouse and Post Office (now City Hall) are in the right center of the photo. Central
School, the old St. Joseph’s Academy and the High School (now South Nelson School) are
visible in Uphill, as is the GNR railway line and orchards. BC Archives photo.
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Now fast-forward to 1897. In that year, the Department of Lands opened a Timber
Inspection Branch field office in Nelson, making it one of the first forestry field offices in
the Province. The Department of Lands, which consisted of a Timber, Scaling and
Protection Branch, was the predecessor to the Forest Service. For the first few years the
sole occupant of that office, known as an Assistant Timber Inspector, was John R.
Martin. As noted earlier, little is known about Martin, other than that he worked for a
brief time as purser on the CPR steamer Kokanee, prior to taking the Timber Inspector
job. Martin would have been involved in the granting and administration of timber leases,
as well as the collection of stumpage. That he alone had to cover all of southeastern
British Columbia seems inconceivable, but such was his territory. In fact, in 1911 it was
even expanded. In the report to the Minister of Lands for that year, we find the laconic
statement:

"The Boundary District from Rossland to the Similkameen River has been added to the
territory covered by J.R. Martin, Assistant Timber Inspector, Nelson, B.C...."

A day in the office: A. M. Black, John Martin, W.P. Loveland and an unidentified
individual, 1913.  (Photo from A.M. Black’s scrapbook.)

This may stand as the very first of many reorganizations and workload adjustments in the
history of the Nelson Forest Region. Contemporary civil servants who have experienced
unmanageable workloads may take comfort in thinking of John Martin, whose duties
from Princeton to Golden.
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Transportation in John Martin’s day; the SS Nelson meets the Nelson & Ft. Sheppard
Railway train at 5 Mile Point (now named Troup Junction), 1895. Although the tracks are
now gone, the railgrade in the foreground is still plainly visible. BC Archives photo.

The government in Victoria was gradually waking to the enormous economic potential of
forestry in the Province. The graph below captures that giddy decade when Crown forest
revenues soared from chump change to nearly half of total government income:
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By 1909, the rapid momentum of the forest sector prompted the Provincial
government to strike a Royal Commission of Inquiry on Timber and Forestry. Chaired by
Attorney General Frederick Fulton, the Commission toured the Province, holding
meetings and receiving input. Their tour included stops in Grand Forks, Nelson,
Revelstoke, Cranbrook and Fernie. Fulton was heavily influenced by the U.S. Forest
Service model, and made two trips to the US, meeting with Gifford Pinchot and other
officials.

The Fulton Report, released in 1910, made an impassioned plea for the creation of a
British Columbia Forest Service, under the Ministry of Lands. The proposed
administrative structure, which was adopted, was elegantly simple:

Commissioner of Lands and Forests
|

Chief Forester
|

District Forester
|

Forest Ranger
|

Forest Warden

Fulton also laid the groundwork for the professionalization of the Forest Service. He
stipulated that the District Forester (equivalent to the modern Regional Manager) should
not only have practical timber experience, but formal education as well, and be required
to successfully complete an entrance exam. The University of British Columbia’s School
of Forestry was in development at the time, and Fulton recommended that “success in the
forestry examinations of the University….be a necessary preliminary to employment in
the upper branches in the Department of Forests.” Fulton also requested that the
University institute practical forestry training for those in the lower echelons.

A main thrust of the Fulton Commission was fire suppression, fire prevention and
reducing the accumulation of flammable logging slash. This was a huge issue in the early
days, characterized by unrestricted highgrade logging practices and many sources of
ignition.

In keeping with the Fulton recommendations, two high ranking USFS officials, Benedict
and Lafond, were brought to Victoria to help design the new Forest Service.
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Horse logging in the Creston area with a Michigan Big Wheel, 1907. Having the butt ends of
the logs raised up above the ground made them much easier to skid. BC Archives photo.

Logging was an exciting enterprise in John Martin’s day. Dozens of sawmills, both
large and small, dotted the region; the Porto Rico in Ymir, the A.G. Lambert in Nelson
and the Patrick Lumber company in Crescent Valley are but a few examples. At one
point, there were seven sawmills operating in Sproule Creek, above Taghum. Loggers
lived in primitive bush camps, working with two-man crosscut saws and broadaxes. Draft
horses, Michigan big wheels, stationary steam donkey engines, ingenious slings and gin
poles were used to yard up the felled logs. The Lambert operation had a small narrow-
gauge steam rail line setup (the “Push Pull and Jerk” Railway) in Sproule Creek, but in
general, the steep, rocky terrain around the Nelson area did not lend itself to the use of
rail for moving logs out of the bush.  Wooden flumes became a popular means of getting
logs out of the bush to the sawmill, or to a body of water where they could be floated to a
sawmill.
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Log drive on the Slocan River, near Passmore, 1914. BC Archives photo.

Kootenay, Slocan and the Arrow Lakes, as well as the Slocan River, the Duncan River
and the West Arm, were all used to transport logs to mills. One can still see evidence of
this along the south shore of the West Arm at Five Mile Creek, where the wooden pilings
once used to tie up massive log booms still remain.

Log drivers were responsible for getting logs into the water, boomed up, and
downstream to their appointed location. Loggers would skid the logs to the creek or river
during low water in the winter, and rising water in the spring would generally lift them
off so they could be floated downstream. Drivers had to have catlike agility as they
worked with peavies to free up tangled, slippery logjams. The peavy, a stout wooden pole
with a sharp metal tip and a hinged “grabber” attached, gave the driver the ability to
apply leverage to the heavy logs. Remarkably, few drivers knew how to swim, a fact
which apparently kept them more alert on the job. If a logjam couldn’t be freed up
manually, there was always dynamite.

After high water receded, there were always a few logs left high and dry in the bush, and
it was the job of the “bank man” to wrestle them into the water with his peavy. One old-
timer, who had done this job in his youth, described the bank man as “a horse with
clothes on.”

While snorkelling in the Five Mile area, I once spotted an old peavy lying in about
twenty feet of water. Being an acquisitive sort, I immediately dove to retrieve it, but even
before I reached the bottom, I had changed my mind. This peavy was going to stay right
where it was, as an enduring symbol of the rough-and-ready days of early Canadian
logging.
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The Columbia River Sawmill at Golden, 1926. This was a very sophisticated sawmill, with
two “shotgun feed” double-cut bandsaws for squaring timbers. It was capable of producing
225,000 board feet per shift. The taller stacks are from a steam-driven electric generator,
powered by wood waste. The girl in the foreground is Elsie Robinson, sister of Bob
Robinson (see interviews). Photo courtesy of Bob Robinson.

Booming logs was a risky occupation, not for the faint of heart. The Patrick family,
owners of the Patrick Lumber Company in Crescent Valley, learned this firsthand. Their
lumber company was one of the largest in the Interior, with a hundred men working at the
mill and another hundred in the woods. The winter of 1908-1909 had been a busy one.
Lumberjacks up the valley had skidded thousands of logs out of the woods down to the
Slocan River. By late spring of 1909, the bumper crop of logs had been floated downriver
to Crescent Valley and assembled into booms in a holding pond adjacent to the mill.
Early in the morning of June 8, ominous noises were heard and the men rushed out to see
the dam below the holding pond breaking up, and the whole boom starting to move. The
pilings the boom had been lashed to were ripped out and tossed aside, and nine million
board feet of logs began sliding downriver, moving majestically, relentlessly. Wire cables
holding the boom together snapped like twine, and the fast-moving Slocan became a
chaos of floating logs. In no time the logs reached the Kootenay at Slocan Pool, then
thundered down to the Columbia at Brilliant, and by the 9th they had entered the State of
Washington. Joe Patrick and his sons Frank and Lester act immediately, travelling to
Washington to alert authorities and attempt to salvage the timber, which was valued at
$75,000, a king’s ransom in 1909.



21

The next few weeks saw heated wrangling, legal actions and even fistfights as Patrick
tried to assert his ownership of the lost logs, and individual Americans took the frontier
approach, claiming the logs as if they were spoils of war. It was an ugly chapter in
Canada/US relations, ending with the Patricks returning home empty-handed.

The Patrick Sawmill at Crescent Valley.   Photo: Ministry of Forests historic collection

The Patricks of Crescent Valley went on to become the Royal Family of Canadian
hockey. Frank and Lester grew up in Quebec, where they learned their hockey and played
in various leagues. After moving to Nelson both boys played on the local team. The
family sold the sawmill shortly after the log debacle, and Frank and Lester used their
share to establish the first artificial ice surfaces in Vancouver and Victoria. Frank played
in Vancouver, managed the Pacific Coast League, and was responsible for several game
innovations, including the blue line. Brother Lester played in Victoria and went on to
become coach and GM of the New York Rangers. Lester’s son Lynn Patrick played for
the rangers and coached the Boston Bruins; grandson Craig Patrick played briefly in the
NHL before going on to become GM of the New York Rangers.
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At the turn of the last century, the Canadian prairie was the primary market for BC
wood. At first, the prairie market was supplied by coastal sawmills.  When the Interior,
including the Nelson area, became linked to the major east-west rail lines, then it
assumed role of major supplier to the prairies. Large amounts of timber from the Nelson
Forest Region went into building the rail and wheat farming infrastructure of Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, in the form of railway ties, trestles, grain elevators, station
houses and warehouses. “Tie hacking” was big business in southeastern BC, since it was
the forested area closest to the prairies. With just a few tools and a horse, a man could
work all winter cutting and stacking ties, and then sell them in the spring. The only
limitation was how fast and how long he could swing an axe. Big Douglas-fir, ponderosa
pine and larch were favored species, and as a result much of the low elevation old growth
was liquidated for railroad ties.

Ties piled at Yahk, awaiting shipment to the prairies. Date unknown. BC Archives photo.

Nelson area sawmills produced a staggering range of products: logs, cedar poles, mine
timbers, cordwood, fenceposts, railway ties, pilings, dimension lumber, shakes, shingles,
fruit boxes, ammunition boxes and matchstick blocks. With the advent of telegraph and
telephone communication, there was a large market for poles, and for a time, the West
Kootenays was BC’s biggest pole producing area.
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The Powell Match Block factory, Nelson, 1948. The factory, which operated from 1918 to 1960,
produced white pine blocks which were shipped to Eddy Match Co. in Quebec.  Even though the
factory building was unheated, the women workers were not allowed to wear slacks. BC Archives
photo.

It is hard to conceive of lumber shortages in the old days, but a major shortage did occur
in the 1920’s. Prior to the advent of diesel roadbuilding equipment and log trucks, local
log hauling was restricted to horses, flumes and the few shortline railways. It wasn’t long
before most of the merchantable timber close to rail lines and navigable water had been
logged off. During this period many small sawmills went under.
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The Bear Creek flume, near Chase, built by the Adams River Lumber Co. Photo (1920’s)
courtesy BC Archives.
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        An early version of the waterslide; flume riding in the East Kootenays, 1930’s.

The development of communities, farms and residences proceeded apace through the
‘teens and ‘twenties, all of which required land. To preserve productive forest lands, a
law was passed in 1914 that required every proposed land alienation (that is, a transfer of
a parcel from the Crown land base into private ownership) be preceded by a timber
inspection by the District Forester. Any parcel deemed to contain more than 5000 board
feet of lumber per acre (8000 board feet on the coast), could not be alienated, and formed
part of what became known as the Forest Reserve.

The advent of the telephone had a huge impact on the early Forest Service, particularly
on fire suppression.  The Annual Reports from this period show records of lines being
constructed to connect isolated fire towers to the telephone network.
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The newly-fledged Forests Branch had barely enough time to establish a field presence
when the First World War broke out in Europe. By 1914, the ranks of permanent and
seasonal staff were being reduced by enlistment, and the declining trend did not turn
around until 1919.

Forest Branch Permanent and Seasonal Staff
 1913-1920
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The 1920’s ushered in the era of Forest Service launches, operating along the coast
and on the large Interior lakes, including Kootenay, Slocan and Arrow.  Used for
transporting men and materials to fires, logging inspections and other duties, the launches
(all named after BC tree species) became a significant part of Forest Service operations.
The launch assigned to Kootenay Lake, The Amabilis, was born under an unlucky star.
Commissioned in 1925, the Amabilis saw only two years of service before it was
wrecked by a vicious windstorm while moored at Grey Creek. Immediately the Nelson
District Office authorized the construction of a new launch, the Amabilis II. Built by
Eriksen Boat Builders of Vancouver at a cost of nearly $5000, the new launch was forty
feet long, had ample room for sleeping quarters and equipment storage, was powered by a
35hp diesel built by Ballantine Engine Works of Vancouver, which turned a 27-inch, 3
bladed propeller. Crusing speed was 10 miles per hour.

The launch Amabilis being unloaded in Nelson, 1928. BC Archives photo.

My father always used to say that buying a boat was the second best idea he ever had,
and that certainly applies to the two Amabili. Problems with the Amabilis II began even
before its maiden voyage in 1928. It had been shipped from Vancouver to Nelson by rail
car, and the easiest way to launch the boat was to ease the railcar down the slip into the
Lake, and float it off. But the CPR refused to allow this, saying the car’s airbrake lines
would become fouled with water. So a local expert had to be hired, and days were lost
while a temporary timber “way” was built to gently convey the forty-foot boat from the
railcar to the water. Once she was in the water, the Amabilis had another surprise for
Forest Service staff: the engine wouldn’t start.
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In a laconic letter to the Chief Forester, Kaslo District Ranger George Palethorpe
described the non-event:

“When placed in the water the first thing we did was to try to start the engine but in spite
of what every expert in our service could do we could not get the engine to start until
careful checking discovered the fact that several of the valves were absolutely stuck tight.

The engine had to be taken apart and the valves removed. It was found that four of them
were badly rusted and seized tight; one stem not only being badly rusted but burned. This
valve was seized so tight that it finally had to be hammered out which broke the valve
stem guide. The cause of the rusting was undoubtedly the condition of the cylinder head
gasket which was forwarded to you. This condition would apparently allow the saltwater,
in which the boat was first run, to get into the valve stem guide, but I cannot imagine
under what conditions the engine was run that would allow the other stem to become
burnt in.

We also found that the grease cup on the propeller shaft bearing never had any grease in
it. Furthermore considerable work had to be done on the steering gear as the cable and
rudder would not answer to the turn of the wheel….”

I can imagine the air above the Amabilis II was fairly blue  with curses on that day. I
can also imagine the consternation when George Palethorpe’s letter arrived on the Chief
Forester’s desk, along with the blown head gasket.

The boat did finally get repaired and pressed into service, but the engine continued to be
cranky and inadequate. After a few years of use, Palethorpe had it replaced with a more
powerful Ailsa Craig 60hp diesel model, but this engine too had problems, not the least
of which was the virtual impossibility of draining the crankcase oil in order to change it.
Cold weather starts of the Ailsa Craig were problematic, requiring buckets of hot water
poured on to towels that were draped over the engine.  More consternation occurred when
the engine block froze and cracked, because of a fouled water drain plug. By 1941, the
good ship Amabilis was on to its third engine, this time a gasoline-powered Ford
Mercury Simplex marine model, which performed fairly well, as long as one discounted
the persistent vibration problems.

Propulsion was not the only difficulty. The timbers in the Amabilis II were found to have
an exotic form of dry rot (a forest pathologist had to be brought in to identify it!) so the
replacement of rotten planks and timbers was a constant preoccupation.

In spite of all the difficulties, the Amabilis II did provide service, logging hundreds of
hours each year hauling men and supplies up and down the Lake. District Ranger George
Palethorpe of Kaslo thought of the boat as his “floating office.” Like many Forest Service
launches, the Amabilis often served the local community in times of need or emergency.
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The interior of the Amabilis, gutted and ready for restoration.

Finally in 1952, as the Amabilis began to show its age and new roads opened up, the
Forest Service implemented the first best idea and put the boat up for sale at auction. The
highest bidder was Kootenay Forest Products, who paid $715 for it. From there it went to
local resident Dick Spurway, to the Nelson Sea Cadets and finally to the Nelson Museum.
The Amabilis II, the last working boat on Kootenay Lake, now sits, partially restored, in
a shed behind the museum, awaiting its final berth inside a new museum facility.
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Now back to the 1930’s, and dry land. Diesel powered vehicles began to make their
appearance in the bush. Primitive crawler tractors, predecessors to the modern Cats, were
used to put in logging roads and to haul logs. As labor was plentiful and cheap, plank
roads were often built over rough or swampy ground, to provide traction for steel-
wheeled vehicles. Over the next several decades, extensive road networks were
established in virtually every drainage in the Region.

Plank logging roads were common in the early days. BC Archives photo.
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                            George Palethorpe, Kaslo District Ranger.
                            Photo taken at Hall Cr. Ranger Station, 1932.

A good day in the bush. The gentleman on the right is Mike
Pankoff, logging superintendent for the Passmore Lumber
Company. A Caterpillar D-6 is in the background.  Photo courtesy
Liz Kanigan.
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During the 1920’s and 1930’s the first timber surveys were done in the Region, by the
Forest Surveys Division in Victoria. A typical survey crew, in those days of cheap labor,
would consist of some twenty people; Survey Chief, Cruisers, Instrument Man, Land
Classifier, Draughtsman, Compassmen, Junior Assistants, Axemen, Packers and Cooks
The crew would spend weeks in the bush, travelling mostly by foot and canoe. The final
report for each survey, complete with linen maps, drawings and photographs, was bound
in leather with gilt titles.   Nine of these Surveys are still extant (there may have been
more):

Survey Area Surveyor Year
Yahk Forest K.C. McCannell 1929
Elk Forest H.J. Hodgins 1931
Flathead G.S. Andrews 1931
Duncan Forest C.D. Schulz 1932
Upper Arrow C.W. Walker 1935
Lower Arrow South C.F. McBride 1937
Rossland C.F. McBride 1937
Slocan Forest G.R.W. Nixon 1942
Kokanee Glacier Park C.P. Lyons4 and

D.M. Trew
1943

                                                                
4 C.P. Lyons went on to write and illustrate the well-loved plant identification handbook “Trees, Shrubs and
Flowers to Know in British Columbia (J.M. Dent & Sons, 1952)
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Portion of a graphic from the Yahk Forest Survey Report, 1929

The Survey crews identified stands, described their condition, calculated volumes,
assessed current timber operations, and made recommendations on cut levels and future
management. These Survey Reports are magnificent historical documents in every way,
right down to the “antiquarian book” smell of the Moroccan leather bindings. The
photographs are uniformly sharp and clear, and many of the photo locations are
identifiable. I hope the Reports are lovingly preserved, and used, in the future.
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                                       Part of a 1932 Survey Crew at work.

World War II, like the War before it, had a major impact on Forest Service staffing.
Dozens of men and women from the Nelson Forest Region volunteered (see Appendix)
and as a consequence, operations in the Region were substantially scaled back. One
significant event during the WWII era was the public inquiry into forest resources by the
Sloan Commission, done in 1943-45 and again in 1956. The Sloan Commission report,
which was very critical of common forest practices at the time, marked a turning point in
forestry practice, ushering in the concept of sustained yield, reduction of waste, and
modern reforestation.

“It is a paradox that no irregularly stocked forest can be organized for sustained yield
without sacrifice of immediate yield.”

- Gordon Sloan, 1956

The 1950’s ushered in what many consider to be the “golden age” of the Forest
Service. Progressive forest management concepts were being applied. Fire suppression
benefitted greatly from new communications technologies and the use of fixed-wing
aircraft and helicopters. Surplus equipment from World War II was recycled into forest
operations in many innovative ways. Besides the aircraft used in firefighting, Landing
Craft were used for a time on Kootenay Lake as a means of moving crews around.
Modified Sherman tanks were even used in logging operations.

During this same time period, incentives for the development of Interior sawmills and
pulp mills were established. Lodgepole pine became a commercial species. Accounting
and personnel duties were decentralized to the Districts. Staff in forest sciences,
recreation and range were added to the District. With the forest road and transportation
infrastructure firmly in place, the days of logging camps and portable sawmills were
over. The Nelson Forest District burgeoned with twenty-two Ranger Districts, each with
a permanent Ranger and seasonal staff.
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Here is the situation in 1954, under District Forester Harry Forse:

Ranger
 District

Location Ranger

1 Invermere H.V. Hopkins
2 Fernie R.A. Damstrom
3 Golden J.H. Ivens
4 Cranbrook East J.B. Gierl
5 Creston A. I. Ross
6 Kaslo J.L. Humphrey
7 Lardeau J.H. Raven
8 Nelson A.J. Larson
9 New Denver R.E. Robinson
10 Nakusp H.R. Wood
11 Castlegar J.F. Killough
12 Grand Forks E.W. Reid.
13 Kettle Valley L.E. Stilwell
14 Canal Flats G.M. Cartwright
15 Arrowhead J. M. Connolly
16 Edgewood W.D. Haggart
17 Elko F.G. Hesketh
18 Spillimacheen J.I. Snider
19 Cranbrook West F.R. Hill
20 Beaverdell W.T. Uphill
21 Winlaw G.R. Webster
22 Revelstoke R.C. Jackson

The era of the 1950’s-1960’s was one where the Forest Service was close to the
ground, and close to the community. Each of these twenty two communities had a
Ranger Station, and in most communities, the Forest Service owned a staff house and
warehouse. The Ranger and his family were a known and respected part of the
community, and a new Ranger would rapidly become familiar with the land, people and
issues in his District. During the summer, it was not uncommon to see tents pitched
alongside the Ranger Stations, as sleeping quarters for seasonal fire suppression or
treeplanting crews.

The Elko Ranger District is a good example. The Ranger Station was built in 1948, and
regular staff lived in FS housing adjacent to the Station. Full time staff included a
Ranger, Deputy Ranger, Assistant Rangers, Clerk/Radio operator, Forest Assistants and
Scalers. Seasonal staff consisted of a Fire Suppression crew, Lookoutmen and a
Recreation (trails and campsites) crew. The Fire Suppression camp was used as the main
training facility (“Elko University”) for all the Nelson Forest Region fire crews and
lookout personnel.
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                   The Elko Ranger Station, built in 1948.

The 1950’s also witnessed the full flowering of the Protection side of the Forest Service.
Fire lookout towers were established at critical locations throughout the Region. The
Osborne Fire Finder and high qualilty panoramic airphotos were standard aids for
locating fires, and increasingly sophisticated radiotelecommunications equipment meant
new fires could be reported instantly and suppression crews dispatched in a matter of
hours.

A primitive lookout. Note the radio inside the tent; next to it is an Osborne Fire Finder.
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World War II aircraft were soon adapted to fire suppression duty, and pilots were able to
adapt their wartime skills to the precise targetting of retardant drops.

         Grumman Avenger doing practice retardant drop, Kamloops

           B-25 Mitchell being pumped full of retardant, Cranbrook.
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Testing a new pump during a field trial, 1930’s.

Visitors at the Copper Mountain Lookout.
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The 1960’s also saw the growth of a number of different programs in the Forest District,
including reforestation, forest sciences, range and recreation. Airphotos became generally
available in the District, and became an invaluable aid to planning. District staff tried out
the first snowmobiles for winter work. Forests Minister Roy Williston introduced the
concept or “close utilization” of timber resources. Reforestation responsibilities were
transferred to the Districts, and in 1969, the Nelson District surpassed—for the first time-
-the one million mark for trees planted in a year.

The 1970’s saw three significant events that would create profound and lasting changes
to the Forest District. The first was the birth of the environmental movement, the second
was the far reaching 1976 Pearse Commission on Timber Rights and Forest Policy, and
the third was the reorganization of 1978, when the Nelson Forest District became the
Nelson Forest Region. “Reorg” took quite a toll on the new Region. The Ranger Districts,
which numbered 22 prior to reorganization were reduced to seven Forest Districts plus
Field Offices. Roughly thirty percent of the staff were laid off. Reorganization spelled the
end of the “Golden Age,” and set the stage for further downsizings, office closures and
budget cuts, leading up to the final coup de grace, the dissolution of the Nelson Forest
Region, on March 31, 2003.
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The Appendix at the end of this book lists some fifteen hundred men and women, both
living and dead, who have worked in the Nelson Region office from its inception to its
closure. The City of Nelson owes a debt of gratitude for the tremendous contributions
these people have made to the community—contributions in the economic, social,
cultural, recreational and volunteer sectors. Their presence will be sorely missed.



40


