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Dale’s current research program is
focused on understanding the habitat
requirements of several woodland caribou
herds. He is also involved in recovery
planning for numerous threatened caribou
populations. Elena Jones, of Resources
North, is a collaborator in all aspects of
Dale's current research program.

2008 Projects

1. Core habitats of Threatened caribou herds in the South Peace:

Radio-collared caribou are being monitored in 5 different herds in the south Peace to determine seasonal
movements and habitat selection. Some of these caribou select windswept alpine habitats for winter range,
whereas others use low elevation boreal forest stands. The results are being used to delineate Ungulate
Winter Ranges and Wildlife Habitat Areas, and to help evaluate the potential impact of other industrial activities
such as mines and wind farms. Funding for this year was provided by MOFR, ILMB, West Moberly First Nation,
West Fraser Timber, Western Coal, Peace River Coal and First Coal.

2. Impact of Mountain Pine Beetle on Woodland caribou Pine-Lichen Winter Range:

This study is evaluating the impact of MPB attack on the pine-lichen winter range of the Kennedy Siding
caribou herd. Some of the winter range has been salvage logged, but the remainder is being retained as
standing dead forest to provide habitat for the caribou. Radio-collared caribou have continued to use the forest
despite the MPB attack. The impact of the MPB attack on lichen availability, snow depth and caribou foraging
behaviour is also being monitored. The results are being used to evaluate if retained stands of MPB killed
forest continue to provide suitable caribou winter habitat. This project is funded by the FIA/FSP program,
Project # Y091010.

3. Relationships between landscape features and wolf predation on Threatened caribou herds:

Wolf predation is often a major cause of mortality for caribou herds, and it appears that human-caused
landscape alteration can result in increased levels of predation. Creation of early seral forests can enhance
moose and deer populations leading to increased wolf numbers within caribou range. Roads and linear
corridors can facilitate wolf movements into caribou habitat. This study is monitoring the movements and
habitat use of wolves in the South Peace area adjacent to the caribou herds we are also studying. The results
will indicate if forest harvesting and other industrial activities are associated with increased levels of wolf
predation on the caribou. The project involves a graduate student from UNBC, and is funded by the Canadian
Association of Petroleum Producers.

4. Recovery Planning and Extension:
Dale’s extension work includes preparation of a Recovery Plan for the Kennedy Siding caribou herd, and active
membership in the following stewardship/research groups:

e Science Advisory Group for National Boreal Caribou Recovery

¢ Provincial Mountain Caribou Science Team



e South Peace Shared Stewardship Committee
¢ Mountain Caribou Habitat Team for Omineca Region
e Science advisory team for Sulphur-8 Mile Stone’s Sheep Project
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